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12.382. Impact assessment was undertaken to inform the 2012 Offshore ES for the originally 
consented Project.  For the assessment of the optimised Seagreen Project design, the 
assessment method has been updated to current best practice to define the frequency, 
consequence and significance of the impacts through the use of matrices (paragraphs 12.48 
to 12.51 – ‘Significance Criteria’), rather than simply a statement of whether or not an 
impact was significant or not significant, as carried out in the 2012 Offshore ES.   

12.383. Compared to the outcomes of the 2012 Offshore ES, there have been no changes in the 
significance of impacts in this updated assessment.   

12.384. In terms of Project Alpha or Project Bravo in isolation, the receptors remain the same in that 
there will be impacts on commercial vessels, commercial fishing vessels and recreational 
vessels during all phases of the Project.  For construction, all impacts are concluded to be 
Not Significant, as per the 2012 Offshore ES.  For the operational phase, SAR operations 
were also assessed and marine Radar systems were scoped out of the assessment.  All 
operational impacts were also concluded to be Not Significant, as per the 2012 Offshore ES.  
Decommissioning impacts were considered to be broadly similar to those of the construction 
phase; therefore impacts were only assessed where a notable difference between construction 
and decommissioning scenarios were identified.  No significant impacts were identified for 
the decommissioning phase as per the 2012 Offshore ES.  Therefore impacts have not 
increased or decreased when compared to the 2012 Offshore ES. 

12.385. The impacts of Project Alpha and Project Bravo combined have been assessed in both 
the 2012 Offshore ES and this EIA Report.  In the 2012 Offshore ES, Project Alpha and 
Project Bravo combined had a design envelope of up to 150 WTGs and up to five OSPs.  
The optimised Seagreen Project assessed in this EIA has a design envelope of up 
to 120 WTGs and the assessment also included up to 4 OSPs (part of the already licensed 
Offshore Transmission Asset).  The originally consented Project 2012 Offshore ES 
assessment was not split into the construction, operation and decommissioning phases, as 
in this EIA Report.  Receptors assessed remain the same as those assessed for Project Alpha 
or Project Bravo in isolation, aside from SAR operations which was not assessed in 
the 2012 Offshore ES, but has been included this EIA Report.   

12.386. Decommissioning impacts were considered to be broadly similar to those of the 
construction phase; therefore impacts were only assessed to the point of discerning if there 
was a notable difference between scenarios per phase.  All impacts were concluded to be 
Not Significant within this EIA Report, as per the 2012 Offshore ES. Therefore impacts 
have not increased or decreased when compared to the 2012 Offshore ES.   

12.387. CIA of the originally consented Project with other schemes in the 2012 Offshore ES 
included assessment with the Inch Cape Offshore Wind Farm and the Neart na Gaoithe 
Offshore Wind Farm.  Both these schemes have been included within the cumulative 
assessment of the optimised Seagreen Project for this EIA Report, as well as other schemes 
identified through the 2017 Scoping Opinion and the CIA list (see Appendix 6A and 
Chapter 6 [EIA Process]).   

12.388. Cumulative receptors assessed remain the same or less than those assessed for the 2012 
Offshore ES in that the impacts on commercial vessels and commercial fishing vessels were 
assessed. Recreational impacts were not assessed as there was no cumulative pathway 
identified. All impacts were concluded to be Not Significant within this EIA Report and 
within the 2012 Offshore ES. 

12.389. It should be noted that no additional mitigation measures are required as no significant 
adverse impacts are predicted following the impact assessment. 
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