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Introduction

Fairhurst have been appointed by The Highland Council to prepare a Pre-application
Consultation (PAC) Report in support of a construction marine licence application
for the A836 Naver Bridge Replacement Scheme (“the Proposed Scheme”). Overall,
the Proposed Scheme comprises:

. Approximately 450m of new carriageway including verge widening & tie-ins to

A836;

. 65m bridge (comprising a prestressed and reinforced concrete composite

beam and slab structure with three spans); and

. New Lay-by, Bus turning area & private accesses.

This report outlines the pre-application consultation process, which has been
undertaken to enable the applicant to effectively engage with local communities and
stakeholders. The consultation strategy was designed to reflect guidance within the
Pre-Application Consultation procedure, in accordance with Sections 22, 23 and 24
of the Marine (Scotland) Act 2010 and with the Marine Licensing (Pre-application
Consultation) (Scotland) Regulations 2013.

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic and the current physical distancing guidance in
place, the regulations have been amended by The Marine Works and Marine
Licensing (Miscellaneous Temporary Modifications) (Coronavirus) (Scotland)
Regulations 2020, which came into force on 20" May 2020. Under these amending
regulations, where a pre-application consultation event must be held, this is now to

be held online, with the public notice reflecting this.

During the consultation period, a range of communication methods were used to
provide information about the Proposed Scheme and to ensure that people had the
opportunity to offer their opinions and feedback on the proposals. The

communication methods are discussed further in this report.

A completed PAC Report Form (Regulation 8 Schedule) including Signed
Certification is also included in Appendix 7 of this report. All relevant supporting
documentation and evidence relevant to this PAC Report is included in the

appendices.
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The Proposed Scheme

Background to the Scheme

This section outlines the needs case of the proposed Scheme.

The A836 road begins at the South end of the Dornoch Bridge and ends at John
o’Groats, passing through Lairg, Tongue and Thurso. Naver Bridge carries the
Tongue to Bettyhill section of the A836 over the River Naver at Bettyhill. It forms part
of the North Coast 500 tourist route. It is a mix of single carriageway and single track
with passing places. The east approach to the bridge is single carriageway and the
west approach is single track with passing places, and the bridge itself is single track

with no verges.

The existing structure is a three span wrought iron through girder bridge with a total
length of approximately 62m. The substructure comprises stone masonry abutments
which are situated within the River Naver. The bridge superstructure is in a poor
condition and is considered to be of an age and structural type that any refurbishment

scheme would be extensive and costly.

The bridge is narrow with only room for a single traffic lane and no provision for
cyclists or pedestrians. The approach alignment is poor, particularly from the East,
which coupled with the through girders means that forward visibility is substandard.
The poor alignment combined with the poor condition of the structure means that a
full replacement and realignment of the structure and approach roads is required. As

part of this replacement scheme the existing bridge would need to be demolished.

Proposed Scheme

The existing structure is a three span wrought iron through girder bridge with a total
length of approximately 62m. The substructure comprises stone masonry abutments
and piers which are situated within the River Naver. The bridge superstructure is in
a poor condition and is considered to be of an age and structural type that any

refurbishment scheme would be extensive and costly.
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The bridge is narrow with only room for a single traffic lane and no provision for

cyclists or pedestrians. The approach alignment is poor, particularly from the East,
which coupled with the through girders means that forward visibility is substandard.
The poor alignment combined with the poor condition of the structure means that a
full replacement and realignment of the structure and approach roads is considered
to be the most appropriate option. As part of this scheme the existing bridge would
need to be demolished. It is anticipated that the superstructure could be lifted from
the supports in three or more parts before being cut into smaller sections and

removed from site.

The Proposed Scheme comprises over 450m of new carriageway and a 65m three
span bridge. The new structure is situated to the south of the existing bridge over
the River Naver, one mile south of Bettyhill.

The Proposed Scheme will involve realignment of the existing carriageway and
provision of a new bridge crossing which aims to provide a more compliant road
geometry and visibility which will lead to a safer section of road. It is considered that
the new carriageway construction will likely be formed by cutting into the existing rock
formation on the east side and onto new embankment and cutting on the west side.
The proposed 65m structure comprises a prestressed and reinforced concrete
composite beam and slab structure with three spans. Span length and support
locations have been optimised with careful consideration of road alignment options

and the effect of the bridge on the hydrology of the River Naver.
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Approach to Consultation

Consultation — Background

The approach to community engagement reflects the requirements and aims of the
engagement process as set out in accordance with Sections 22, 23 and 24 of the
Marine (Scotland) Act 2010 and with the Marine Licensing (Pre-application
Consultation) (Scotland) Regulations 2013.

The legislation applies to all relevant marine licence applications submitted to Marine
Scotland and the Proposed Development fall within the criteria that is subject to the
public pre-application consultation procedure under this legislation.

The Marine Scotland Guidance sets out that “Public pre-application consultation
consists of at least one public event where local communities, environmental groups,
NGOs, regulators and other interested parties are given the opportunity to consider
and comment upon a prospective application for those marine licensable activities
that are prescribed in the Regulations”.

Careful consideration for hosting the public consultation event was required due to
the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic. The regulations have been amended by The
Marine Works and Marine Licensing (Miscellaneous Temporary Modifications)
(Coronavirus) (Scotland) Regulations 2020, which came into force on the 20" May
2020. Under these amending regulations, pre-application consultation events, are
now allowed to be held online, with the public notice reflecting this.

Throughout the consultation, Fairhurst has ensured that the stakeholders have been
appropriately identified, had access to relevant information, and have the opportunity
to participate in the consultation. To do this, a proactive consultation strategy was
undertaken to ensure the required information was circulated to a wide number of
stakeholders. Throughout the public engagement process, Fairhurst have been
committed to:

- Providing easily accessible information on the Proposed Scheme ;

- Provide direct means of communication to ask questions, comment and

enquire; and
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- ldentifying a variety of stakeholders and applying appropriate communication

techniques.

Consultation Process

The consultation period commenced on the 13" August 2021 and ran until the 8"
October 2021. This included a period of 6 weeks between the consultation period
being advertised in the newspaper and stakeholder notifications to the live online
consultation event (held on the 24™ September 2021). Prior to the preparation of
the PAC report, a further 2 weeks followed the live online consultation event, which
would allow any consultation responses to be received. This was considered a
suitable period of time, particularly as there had been no responses received and no
participants took part in the consultation event.

The online consultation website went live on the 5" July 2021, which included
consultation boards and details of the live online consultation event. To help inform
participants of the proposed scheme, Fairhurst produced a set of consultation
boards, which included information on: The Application Site; The Proposed Scheme;
Environmental Considerations; and Information on Next Steps (including information

on being notified of a subsequent live online consultation event)

Live Online Consultation Event

The live online consultation event was hosted on Microsoft Team’'s on 24™
September 2021 at 13:00. Despite the consultation invitation methods, no
participants took part in the event. The presentation and proof that the event took

place is located within Appendix 4 of this PAC report.

Communication Methods

During the consultation period, a range of communication methods were used to
provide information about the Proposed Development and to ensure that people had
the opportunity to offer their opinions and feedback on the proposals. The
consultation methods included:
e A dedicated project website page, found at:

https://www fairhurst.co.uk/consultation/naver-bridge/.
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e As per the legislative requirements, the Proposed Scheme was
advertised in the John O’Groats Journal Newspaper at least seven days
in advance of the consultation period. The advert was placed on the
13th August 2021. A copy of the notice can be located within Appendix
1 of this PAC report;
¢ An online presentation via Microsoft Teams (in replacement of a public event

due to COVID 19);

¢ Direct email communication to the following Stakeholders:

o The Commissioners of Northern Lighthouses;

o The Maritime and Coastguard Agency;

o The Scottish Environment Protection Agency; and
o Nature Scott (Previously Scottish Natural Heritage)

The prospective applicant must notify the above mentioned statutory consultees that
an application is to be submitted to Marine Scotland via direct email. All contactable
statutory consultees responded to the notification email and copies can be found
within Appendix 6. It should be noted that Marine Scotland confirmed that there is
no delegate for the North Coast Marine Region currently, confirmation is also found
in Appendix 6.
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Consultation Findings

The consultation period took place between 13th August 2021 and 8th October

2021. During the consultation period, no representations were received from the

public or any non-statutory consultees. There were also no participants for the online

consultation event on the 24th September. Despite no confirmed attendees,

Fairhurst held the online consultation event, to confirm that there were no drop-ins

and to ensure continuity throughout the consultation period. A demonstration of the

live online consultation event is provided in Appendix 4.

All statutory stakeholders that were contacted during the consultation period did

respond, a summary of the responses is provided below:

Consultee Response
Northern N . .
Lighthouse 13/Q8/21_- No object_lon§ to this proposal and will reply to the full
Marine Licence application.
Board
Maritime & 17/08/21 -Will reply to the full Marine Licence application.
Coastguard Did not that there is interest due to the navigation of small vessels,
therefore will most likely require a methodology, and the potential
Agency impact on marine users in the full application.
18/08/21 — SEPA confirm advice was already provided outside of
the PAC process. Fairhurst can confirm that the advice was
SEPA considered during the early design of the Proposed Development.
There was no specific advice to make on the marine element of the
application and simply refer to the standing advice.
30/09/21 — Nature Scot confirmed that comments given at the EIA
screening stage (21/02260/SCRE) remain valid. These comments
concluded that “the planning application should demonstrate how
water quality will be protected, fish passage will be maintained and
include details of any site specific mitigation measures proposed.
NatureScot With appropriate mitigation and site design considerations, we
consider (in our preliminary view) that it should be possible to avoid
adverse effects on the SAC”.
The response also provided standing advice for the relevant
protected species and a guidance note on dealing with
construction and birds.
North 13/08/21 - MS confirmed that there is no delegate for the North
Coast Coast Marine Region and therefore, this consultee can be

Marine

removed.
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Fairhurst received no objections or comments to the Proposed Scheme during the

consultation period. Therefore, as a result of the PAC process, no changes were
made to the Proposed Scheme. As mentioned above, a number of consultees

preferred to respond to the Marine License application.
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Conclusion

Fairhurst have been appointed by The Highland Council to prepare a PAC Report in
support of a construction marine licence application for the A836 Naver Bridge

Replacement Scheme (“the Proposed Scheme”).

This report outlined the pre-application consultation process, which has been
undertaken to enable the applicant to attempt to effectively engage with local
communities and stakeholders, by using a range of communication methods to
provide information about the Proposed Scheme, to ensure that all concerned

parties had the opportunity to offer their opinions and feedback on the proposals.

Fairhurst considers that the pre-application consultation outlined in this PAC report,
therefore, meets the guidance set out within the Pre-Application Consultation
procedure, in accordance with Sections 22, 23 and 24 of the Marine (Scotland) Act
2010 and with the Marine Licensing (Pre-application Consultation) (Scotland)
Regulations 2013.
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32 John O’Groat Journal

www.johnogroat-journal.co.uk

Friday, August 13 to Tuesday, August 17, 2021

publicnotices

WICK

Wick Harbour Authority

Appointment of Board Members 2021

Closing Date for applications — Wednesday 1 September 2021 at 4pm

Due to completion of the term of two existing Board Membe s, Wick Harbour
Authority is seeking applications from high quality individuals interested in being
considered for Board membership. Each term of office will run from
1 November 2021 for three years.

The Board, as a whole, requires to have special knowledge, experience and ability in a broad
and complementary range of matters as specified in the Wick Harbour 2005 Revision Orders
which are relevant to the efficient and economic discharge of the Board of their functions.

The ability to work well within a committee, to grasp and deal with complexissues and to
express your own views clearly will also be required. Residence within a reasonable distance
(e.g. 50 miles) of the harbour and familiarity with local issues will also be desirable.

The appointments will be made on the basis of merit and aptitude in accordance
with the Modern Trusts Ports for Scotland — Guidance for good governance. Board
Members will be expected to attend meetings and otherwise devote one to two days
per month to the work of the Board. Duties are similar to those of a company director
and will include responsibility for the proper exercise of the statutory functions of the
Board. No remuneration beyond necessary expenses will be provided.

Applicants will also be required to demonstrate ability and a proven track record in
their chosen profession or other activities and, to compleme nt the existing range of
expertise on the Board should ideally have professional or personal
experience in one or more of the following areas:

* the trade and industry of the North-east of Scotland, preferably
with knowledge of the freight or maritime transport sector; and/or
* knowledge and interest in the local and wider community and the

economic and social context within which the Port operates.

Wick Harbour Board is committed to equality of opportunity, encouraging a
diverse range of application, and to the principle of appointments on the basis
of merit with openness and transparency of process in accordance with the Guide to
Good Governance for Trust Ports.

Go to http://www.harpermacleod. co.uk/wickharbour
for an application pack.

Alternatively, application packs can be collected from Wick Harbour Authority at its
office located at Harbour Office, Wick, KW1 5HA or
email office @wickharbour.co.uk to request one.

Completed applications should be sentto: FAO Board Secretary

Wick Harbour Authority Board m Wick Harbour Authority, Harbour Office, Wick, KW1 SHA
office@wickharbour.co.uk

Goods Vehicle
Operator’s Licence

ROSS BREMNER
TRAN SP?RT LTD
of

GLENCOE,
MYRELANDHORN,

I
KW14TR
is applying to change
an existng licence as
follows:

To add an operating centre
to keep 4 good vehicles
and 4 trailers at the
operating centre at:
SOUTHKIRK.

»

KIRK.
WICK,KW1 4TR.
Owners or occupiers of
land (including buildings)
near the operating
centre(s) who believe that
their use or enjoyment
of that land would be
affected, should make
Written representations to
the Traffic Commissioner
at Hillcrest House, 386
Harehills Lane, Leeds.
LS9 6NF. stating their
reasons, within 21 days of
this notice.
Representors must at the
same time send a copy of
their representations to the
applicant at the address
given at the top of this
notice.

A Guide to Making
Representations is
available from the Traffic
Commissioner s office.

The Marine Licensing (Pre-application Consultation)
(Scotland) Regulations 2013
- Marine Licence application for works at Naver Bridge, Naver,
Bettyhill, Thurso.

Notice is hereby given that Fairhurst will be submitting an application for a marine licence
to Marine Scotland under the Marine (Scotland) Act 2010. The marine licence is for the
development of a three-span bridge, adjacent to the existing bridge over the River Naver
aspart of the A836 Naver Bridge Replacement Scheme.

The consultation period will commence on 13th August 2021 running until
24th September 2021, when details of the proposed development will be available

via:
http://wwiw.fairhurst.co.uk/consultations

Responses to the consultation can be made either by: \\'xi'(in% to the Planning Team at
arhurst, 1 Amgrove Court, Barrack Road. Newcastle-Upon-Tyne, NE4 6DB;
or e-mailing josh murphy@fairhurst.co.uk

The online consultation is being organised in accordance with The Marine Works and
Marine Licensing (Miscellaneous Temporary Modifications) (Coronavirus) (Scotland)
Regulations 2020.
Comments made to Fairhurst on behalf of the prospective applicant are not i
to the Scottish Ministers. If the prospective applicant makes an application for a marine
licence there will be an opportunity for representations to be made to
the Scottish Ministers on the application.

For your
convenience,
we accept
pre-paid
adverfisements
charged fo
most major
credit cards

CONTACT

Cuithness Courter
&
Joln &' Groat Jourmal

01955 602424
Best for local
news

E-MAI

Your Advertisement
direct to

advertising@nosn.co.uk

WISHING |1
WAS FRIDAY?

Jobs North offers the best service for employers,
recruitment agencies and job seekers searching

for jobs in Inverness, Highland and Moray.

Visit - jobs-north.co.uk

servicesnorth

READY TO BURN

Kiln Dried Logs for sale
Bulk or Bagged
Sawdust and Chip Available
Free Delivery
Call Malcolm 07387411270
P

Use the
Classified
columns of the
Courter & Groat

COMPUTER

WRRELS, | o
BROADBAND all your
REPAIRS and unwanted items
SHOOTING. I
I work on a NO FIX NO!
FEE policy

Contact me at
01955 602622

FOR SALE
KILN DRIED
SOFT & HARD
WOO0D LOGS

T.HUNTER & SON

COAL AND FIREWOOD
MERCHANTS

<

Log on to our website
www.thunterandson.co.uk

The Coal Yard,

Sir Archibald Road,
Thurso
Telephone:

01847 892773
Mobile: 07808734231

Dunnett’s
CONTAINER
STORAGE

CONTAINER RENTAL

A .

CONTENTS REMOVAL
SERVICE IF REQUIRED

SECURE, DRY STORAGE
SUITABLE FOR PRIVATE
& BUSINESS USE

FROM £18-var
perweek

Contact
01847
896888

A

ALEXANDER ROOFING
ROOFING & ROOFLINE SOLUTIONS

ALL ROOFING REPAIRS &
RESTORATION
WORK UNDERTAKEN

Slating ¢ Tiling * Pointing Work
* New Roofs * Re-Roofing

* Flat Roofing * Roof Cleaning
* De-Mossing * Anti -Moss

& Fungal Treatments

FASCIA & ROOFLINE UPGRADES
Specialist fitters of Upvc Fascias = Soffits * Barge Boards * Cladding
* Gutterings & Downpipes * Dry Verge Systems

All available in various colours and styles

Call for FREE estimates and advice Tel: 01463 896848 « Mob

le: 07926 223 577

Working as usual throughout the Highlands whilst strictly

adhering to current Covid-19 restricfions.

BRIAN SUTHERLAND
ROOFING

v Tiling
v Slating
v Flat Roofing

07919 818536
01408 634008

propertynorth

PROPERTY WANTED

COTTAGE
WANTED

to rent or buy
in Caithness.
One or two
bedrooms, on coast
or inland.
Tel: 07565 523801

Caithness Courier
&
John ©'Groat
Journal

Telephone
01955 602424

jobsnorg;

Highland News & Media
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CURRENT CONSULTATION

NAVER BRIDGE

FURTHER INFORMATION
Detalled Information, maps and Images:
E] Download/view document

< back

Fairhurst are inviting people to participate in
an online public consultation event regarding
the proposed marine licence application,
which will consist of the development of a
three-span bridge. adjacent to the existing
bridge over the River Naver, as part of the
A836 Naver Bridge Replacement Scheme.
More information is available on the link
below.

Fairhurst will be holding an online pre-
application consultation event on Microsoft
Teams on 24th September from 13:00 - 14:00.

Should you want to be notified of our online
consultation event (to allow for further
meaningful interaction) please email Fairhurst
at the below email address. Fairhurst will then
be in contact te discuss your availability and
operational requirements for these follow up
events.

Responses to the consultation can also be
made by e-mailing
joshmurphy@fairhurst.co.uk leaving your
name, address and comments.

If you can please provide your feedback by
Friday 24th September 2021.
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Welcome —

Welcome to this public consultation on the proposed marine license for a replacement for
Naver Bridge, Naver, Bettyhill, Thurso.

Fairhurst are undertaking Pre-Application Consultation in support of a forthcoming Marine License application, for the
proposed development of a three-span bridge, adjacent to the existing bridge over the River Naver, as part of the A836
Naver Bridge Replacement Scheme.

We value the input the public can provide during the consideration of proposed marine based development and welcome
your feedback at this stage. This event has been organised in accordance with the Scottish Government’s published ‘Marine
Licensing (Pre-application Consultation) (Scotland) Regulations 2013'.

If you have any questions, members of the Project Team can be contacted via the details given and are available to
answer any questions or listen to any views that you may have on the project. This consultation period will also include
a live consultation event on Friday 24™ September 2021. Details of how you can participate are provided below.

The Site

The proposed development site is located to the South East of the
small hamlet Invernaver and to the south of the small village of
Bettyhill. The application site spans the River Naver, via the
existing A836 Naver Bridge and includes land on both sides of the
river.

The land surrounding the site is made up from agricultural and
grazing land. There is no national landscape designations
surrounding the site.

A few residential properties surround the road which forms the
AB36 carriageway.

The existing Naver Bridge was built over 140 years ago, without
this important transport link the nearest alternative is a 26 mile
diversion around Strathnaver.

v
(



The proposed development forms a new three span bridge adjacent to the existing bridge over the River
Naver. This proposal seeks to replace the existing single carriageway bridge, which currently has no
provision for pedestrians, cyclists or two way traffic.

These proposed works will include:

The new bridge will provide a number of benefits over
the existing bridge, including:

e Demolition of existing bridge over the River Naver; and
e Construction of new beam and slab structure three span bridge.

The Indicative Plan above provides the current design of the proposed development - subject to change

Greater visibility and therefore safety due to the
new alignment;

Greater width to allow for two lane traffic,
improving traffic flows;

Reduced Maintenance costs compared to existing
steel structure;

Safer accesses for existing properties along the
A836; and

Improved Connectivity for Non-Motorised Users
(NMUs)




The span of the application site (to the south of the existing bridge) overlaps with the boundary
of the River Naver Special Area of Conservation (SAC);

A series of specialist ecology baseline surveys are being undertaken to inform the design and
associated assessment process for the Proposed Scheme;

A range of construction standard mitigation measures will be proposed that will aim to avoid
or minimise potential impacts on the River Naver SAC, notable habitats and species, including
Atlantic salmon and freshwater pearl mussels;

Following completion of the specialist ecology baseline surveys, the Ecological Impact
Assessment (EclA) would assess the impacts of the Proposed Scheme on the ecological
receptors and identify project specific mitigation to further minimise or compensate for
potential impacts; and

This assessment will demonstrate how water quality will be protected, fish passage will be
maintained and include details of any site specific mitigation measures proposed in order to
avoid adverse effects on the SAC.

e The proposed new replacement infrastructure has the potential to affect landscape and visual

receptors within the study area; and

e There are very few receptors in the locality and the Proposed Scheme design will incorporate

appropriate embedded mitigation to avoid or reduce environmental impacts on the identified
environmental receptors.

e For the construction phase, all work will be undertaken in accordance with a Construction

Environmental Management Plan (CEMP) and Dust Management Plan (DMP).

e A Flood Risk Assessment (FRA) is proposed to accompany the planning application. The FRA

will consider various potential sources of flood risk including joint probability fluvial/tidal
effects established through numerical modelling of the River Naver reach upstream and
downstream of the bridge location; and

It is expected that any surface water discharge from the Proposed Scheme will be made to a
tidal reach of the River Naver. On this basis, it is not anticipated that there will be any
significant increases in flood risk from surface water run-off as a result of the Proposed
Scheme.
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We are currently at Pre-Application Consultation stage, where consideration of all
comments from the general public and interested parties (your views!) will be given
consideration before preparation of the Pre-Application Consultation (PAC) Report,
which will be submitted with the Marine License application.

Fairhurst are currently aiming to formally submit the Marine License in Autumn 2021.

Marine Scotland will then respond with a formal decision approximately 13 weeks from
the submission date of the Marine License Application.

Fairhurst will then be in contact to discuss your availability and operational
requirements for this follow up event.
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Naver Bridge Consultation Event

Bridge Teams Presentatior

File Edit View Window Help

Home Tools Sign In

=

Live Consultation Event

Welcome - — ot

Welcome to this public consultation on the proposed marine license for a replacement for
Naver Bridge, Naver, Bettyhill, Thurso

Fairhurst are undertaking Pre-Application Consultation in support of a forthcoming Marine License application, for the
proposed development of a three-span bridge, adjacent to the existing bridge over the River Naver, as part of the A836
Naver Bridge Replacement Scheme.

We value the input the public can provide during the consideration of proposed marine based development and welcome
your feedback at t
Licensing (Pre-application Consultation) (Scotland) Regulations 2013
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Naver Bridge Consultation Event

Home Tools Sign In

The proposed development forms a new three span bridge adjacent to the existing bridge over the River
Naver. This proposal seeks to replace the existing single carriageway bridge, which currently has no
provision for pedestrians, cyclists or two way traffic Ellen Halkon
These proposed works will include:
« Demolition of existing bridge over the River Naver; and
* Construction of new beam and slab structure three span bridge

|
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Providing High-Quality Transport Infrastructure e

The new bridge will provide a number of benefits over
the existing bridge, including
* Greater visibility and therefore safety due to the
new alignment
e Greater width to allow for two lane traffic
improving traffic flows
Michael Jones
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Appendix 5
Live Online
Consultation Event -
Boards



Live Consultation Event

Welcome - e

Welcome to this public consultation on the proposed marine license for a replacement for
Naver Bridge, Naver, Bettyhill, Thurso.

Fairhurst are undertaking Pre-Application Consultation in support of a forthcoming Marine License application, for the
proposed development of a three-span bridge, adjacent to the existing bridge over the River Naver, as part of the A834
Naver Bridge Replacement Scheme.

We value the input the public can provide during the consideration of proposed marine based development and welcome
your feedback at this stage. This event has been organised in accordance with the Scottish Government's published "Marine
Licensing (Pre-application Consultation) (Scotland) Regulations 2013".

The Site

The proposed development site is located to the South East of the
small hamlet Invernaver and to the south of the small village of
Bettyhill. The application site spans the River Naver, via the
existing A834 Naver Bridge and includes land on both sides of the
river.

The land surrounding the site is made up from agricultural and
grazing land. There is no national landscape designations
surrounding the site.

A few residential properties surround the road which forms the
AB36 carriageway.

The existing Naver Bridge was built over 140 years ago, without
this important transport link the nearest alternative is a 26 mile
diversion around Strathnaver.
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The proposed development forms a new three span bridge adjacent to the existing bridge over the River
Naver. This proposal seeks to replace the existing single carriageway bridge, which currently has no
provision for pedestrians, cyclists or two way traffic.

These proposed works will include:

* Demolition of existing bridge over the River Naver; and
* Construction of new beam and slab structure three span bridge.

The new bridge will provide a number of benefits over
the existing bridge, including:

* Greater visibility and therefore safety due to the
new alignment;

e Greater width to allow for two lane traffic,
improving traffic flows;

* Reduced Maintenance costs compared to existing
steel structure;

* Safer accesses for existing properties along the
A836; and

* |Improved Connectivity for Non-Motorised Users
(NMUs)




Environmental Considerations

H—-—_

* The span of the application site (to the south of the existing bridge) overlaps with the boundary
of the River Naver Special Area of Conservation (SAC);

* A series of specialist ecology baseline surveys are being undertaken to inform the design and
associated assessment process for the Proposed Scheme;

* A range of construction standard mitigation measures will be proposed that will aim to avoid
or minimise potential impacts on the River Haver SAC, notable habitats and species, including
Atlantic salmon and freshwater pearl mussels;

* Following completion of the specialist ecology baseline surveys, the Ecological Impact
Assessment (EclA) is being undertaken to assess the impacts of the Proposed Scheme on the
ecological receptors and identify project specific mitigation to further minimise or
compensate for potential impacts; and

# This assessment will demonstrate how water guality will be protected, fish passage will be
maintained and include details of any site specific mitigation measures proposed in order to
avoid adverse effects on the SAC.

|

* The proposed new replacement infrastructure has the potential to affect landscape and visual
receptors within the study area; and

* There are very few receptors in the locality and the Proposed Scheme design will incorporate
appropriate embedded mitigation to avoid or reduce environmental impacts on the identified
environmental receptors.

|

ality

* [For the construction phase, all work will be undertaken in accordance with a Construction
Environmental Management Plan (CEMP) and Dust Management Plan (DMP).

* A Flood Risk Assessment (FRA) is propesed to accompany the planning application. The FRA
will consider various potential sources of flood risk including joint probability fluvial/tidal
effects established through numerical modelling of the River Maver reach upstream and
downstream of the bridge location; and

# |t iz expected that any surface water discharge from the Proposed Scheme will be made to a
tidal reach of the River Maver. On this basis, it is not anticipated that there will be any
significant increases in flood risk from surface water run-off as a result of the Proposed
Scheme.




Moving Forward

Consideration of
All comment responses

Preparation of the Pre-Application
Consultation report

Preparation of Marine License Application

Submission of Marine License Application

We are currently at Pre-Application Consultation stage, where consideration of all
comments from the general public and interested parties (your views!) will be given

consideration before preparation of the Pre-Application Consultation (PAC) Report,
which will be submitted with the Marine License application.

Fairhurst are currently aiming to formally submit the Marine License in Autumn 2021.
Marine Scotland will then respond with a formal decision approximately 13 weeks from
the submission date of the Marine License Application.




Appendix 6

Stakeholder Responses

1) NatureScot

2) SEPA

3) Northern Lighthouse Board

4) Maritime and Coastguard Agency
5) Marine Scotland — Confirmation



Thu 30/09/2021 12:04

Sian Haddon <Sian.Haddon@nature.scot>

RE: Pre Application Consultation for Marine Licence application: Naver Bridge, Naver, Bettyhill, Thurso.
To M Josh Murphy
Cc M mMichael Jones

21_02260_5CRE - EIA screening for AB36 Maver Eridge replacement scheme - Response - 08 June 2021 (A3479197).pdf
" GI0KB

Morning losh,

I've had a look at the information for this proposal on your website and can confirm our comments given at the screening stage remain

valid. The only thing | would add is in relation to protected species (e.g. otter, breeding birds etc.) that may be present within the area of works
— our website includes standing advice for the relevant species and a guidance note on dealing with construction and birds which may be of use
to you.

If you require advice on specific elements of the survey work, results or proposed mitigation measures prior to submission of your application,
please come back to us.

The pre-application information looks to have incorporated our screening advice, which we welcome, so | include a copy of our previous
response for information only.

I hope the above is useful and please accept my apologies for the delay in confirming this for you.
Kind regards,

Sian

Sidn Haddon | Area Officer, Northern Isles & North Highland

MNatureScot | The Links, Golspie Business Park, Golspie, Sutherland KW10 6UB | t: 01463 701 608

nature.scot | @nature scot | Scotland’s Nature Agency | Buidheann Nadair na h-Alba
Please note | am currently working from home, so please e-mail me in the first instance.




H © » Attachment Tools 1206 - Pre Application Consultation for Marine Licence application: Nav...

File Message Attachments Q Tell me what you want to do...

.......

Open Quick Send Save Save All Remove Select Copy Show
Print To~ As  Attachments Attachment All Message

Actions Selection Message
Wed 18/08/2021 13:15
Planning.North <Planning.North@sepa.org.uk>
1206 - Pre Application Consultation for Marine Licence application: Naver Bridge, Naver, Bettyhill, Thui

To B Josh Murphy

E 1491 - Naver Bridge Replacement - Preliminary Enquiry for Flood Risk and Drainage Strategy - SEPA response
Outlook item

OFFICIAL — BUSINESS
Dear Mr Murphy

Thank you for your email below which was passed onto our team. We have already provided advice to your colleague Bob on the
proposals which | attach for your information in case you’ve not seen it. | can confirm that we have no specific advice to make on
the marine element of the application and in this regards you should simply refer to our standing advice - lups-gul3.pdf

(sepa.org.uk)

Any pre-application consultations should be sent to SEPAs planning teams via this email address if north of and including Highland
and Aberdeenshire — and planning.southeast@sepa.org.uk and planning.sw@sepa.org.uk for those further south. However we
only need be consulted if the standing advice does not cover the issues you are interested in and there is a site specific issue on
which you would like advice.

Kind regards
Susan

Susan Haslam

Senior Planning Officer - Planning Service North
Graesser House, Dingwall Business Park, Dingwall
Email: planning.north@sepa.org.uk

Mobile: I

Please note my working days are Monday to Thursday and Friday morning

Disclaimer

The information contained in this email and any attachments may be confidential and is intended solely for the use of the intended
recipients. Access, copying or re-use of the information in it by any other is not authorised. If you are not the intended recipient
please notify us immediately by return email to postmaster@sepa.org.uk. Registered office: Strathallan House, Castle Business
Park, Stirling FK9 4TZ. Under the Regulation of Investigatory Powers Act 2000, the email system at SEPA may be subject to
monitoring from time to time.




¥  RE Pre Application Consultation for Marine Licence application: Naver Bridge, Na... £a)

Message Q Tell me what you want to do...
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Fri 13/08/2021 11:47
Adam Lewis <Adam.Lewis@nlb.org.uk> on behalf of
navigation <navigation@nlb.org.uk>

RE: Pre Application Consultation for Marine Licence application: Naver Bridge, Naver, Bettyhill, Thurso.
To B Josh Murphy A

a—| H1.01_443 - NLB Response.docx

=| .docx File

Good morning Josh,
Thank you for sending over the Pre-Application documents relating to the bridge replacement works at Naver.

I have attached NLB’s response to the PAC, and as mentioned in our letter, we will respond in kind to the formal ML application.

Regards

Adam
Official - Northern Lighthouse Board Email

Adam Lewis
Coastal Inspector

NLB Navigation Department, 84 George Street, Edinburgh, EH2 3DA
01314733197/
adam.lewis@nlb.org.uk

www.nlb.org.uk

ISO/IEC 27001

CERTIFIED
o

s
i
g
i

§
§

Our mission: To deliver in the most sustainable way practicable, a reliable, efficient and cost-effective Aids to Navigation service
for the benefit and safety of all Mariners.

Our values: Safety, Pride, Integrity, Teamwork, Fairness, Innovation, Respect, Environment



¥  RE Pre Application Consultation for Marine Licence application: Naver Bridge, Naver, Betty...

Message Q Tell me what you want to do...
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navigation safety <navigationsafety@mcga.gov.uk>

RE: Pre Application Consultation for Marine Licence application: Naver Bridge, Naver, Bettyhill, Thurso.
To B Josh Murphy; [ Info Line

Cc Public Relations; || Sam Chudley

Dear Josh,

Thank you for the notification regarding your proposed Marine Licence application submission to Marine Scotland for
the Naver Bridge works.

The Maritime and Coastguard Agency is a statutory consultee to Marine Scotland and we will be formally consulted
on your marine licence application from the safety of navigation perspective. We will assess the full details of your
proposals at that time. Based on the information provided so far, the works appear to be outside of any Statutory
Harbour Authority jurisdiction (although this should be confirmed) and that the river Naver is navigable for smaller
craft. We would therefore have an interest in the works, the methodology, and the potential impact on marine users.

Kind regards —

Helen

Helen Croxson
Marine Licensing Space Launch Lead+44 (0) 203 8172426
Marine Licensing and Consenting - N

UK Technical Services Navigation Helen.Croxson@mcga.gov.uk

w Maritime & Coastguard Agency
Maritime & Bay 2/25, Spring Place
Coastguard 105 Commercial Road,

Agency Southampton SO15 1EG

Safer Lives, Safer Ships, CI S
E u E m w:v\:fgo\‘/l_zi/ mcaer ips, Cleaner Seas

Please note my working days are Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursdays.




- RE: Morth Coast Marine Region Contact - Message (HTML)
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Fri 13/08/2021 1358

MS.MarineLicensing@gov.scot

RE: North Coast Marine Region Contact
ro B Josh Murphy

Hi Josh,
| can confirm there is no delegate for the North Coast Marine Region currently so you may miss that consultee out.
Kind regards,

Hamish

From: Josh Murphy <josh.murphy@fairhurst.co.uks

Sent: 13 August 2021 12:52

To: M5 Marine Licensing <M3S.MarineLicensing@gov.scot>

Cc: Cruickshank L (Lyndsay) <Lyndsay.Cruickshank@gov.scot>; Marine Scotland Mailbox <MarineScotland @gov.scot>
Subject: Re: North Coast Marine Region Contact

Hi Hamish

As per the marine pre application reg, [ need to contact the following:

{a)the Commissioners of Northern Lighthouses;

(bjthe Maritime and Coastguard Agency;

(c)the Scottish Environment Protection Agency;

(d)Scottish Natural Heritage; and

(e)Morth Coast Marine Region (any delegate for @ marine region where the application for a marine licence is for an activity which is to be
carried out wholly or partly in that region.)

I can't find an email for a delegate of (&) the norty coast marine region

Thanks

Josh Murphy
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PAC Report Form
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SCHEDULE Fegulation §

Form

PRE-APPLICATION CONSULTATION REPORT
Marine (Scotland) Act 2010: Section 24

Propozed Licenzable Aarine Activity

Pleaze describe below or, where there 1= mmsufficient space, in a document attached to this
form the proposed heensable marnne achvity, includimg 1ts location

MNaver Bridge Replacement Bridge

Applicant Details

Title Imtials Smamme

Mr Josh Murphy

Trading Title
{(if approprnate)

Address

Fairhurst

{ Amgrovs Cour

= Se S

I:E“‘Eﬂ:-'.\t unn |_|'|'C' qg g?.

Mame of contact
{1f different)

Posihon within Company
{1f appropriate)

Senior Planner

Telephone No. Fax Mo.
{me. dialing code) (me. dialing code)
BB [ |




Company Begistrabon Mo, Email
| | |

Is this prospectrie apphicant the proposed
licensee?

vES [} o []

If MO, pleasze complate Section 3 below.

Proposed Licenzes Dietails
Tiile Imtials Swmame

Highland Council

Trading Title
{(1if appropriate)

Address

The Highland Council Headquarters V3 ENX
Glenurquhart Road
Inverness

MName of contact

(1f different)
Posihon within Company
{1f appropriate)
Telephone No. Fax Mo.
(me. dialing coda) (ne. dialing code)
| | |
Company Fegistrabon Mo, Email

| | |_Brvan Stout@highland govuk |
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Fre-application Consultation Event

Pleaze describe below or, where there 15 insufficient space. in a document attached to ths
form the pre-application consulizhon event

Microsoft Teams Meeting - 24th September 2021

The presentation was presented by Fairhurst (Michael Jones), and
conistsed of slides featuring current plans and information of the
Proposed Scheme. A Q&A session then followed.

Information provided by the Prospective Apphicant at the Pre-application
Consultation Event

Pleaze provide below or, where there 15 msufficient space, in a document attached to this
form detals of any informaton provided by the prospective apphicant for a manme hicence
at the pre-apphication consultation event

Dedicated Website https:/fwww fairhurst.co.uk/consultation/naver-bridge/
Online Presentation Boards, including plans and information.
Direct Contact details for Fairhurst were public.

Information received by the Prospective Apphicant at the Pre-application Conzultaton
Event

Pleaze provide below or, where there 1= insufficient space. 1n a document attached to ths
form detals of any comments and ohjections received by the prospective appheant for a
marne heence at the pre-apphcation copsultation event

Mo new information was recieved during the course of consultation.

Amendment: made, or to be made, to the Application for a AMarine Licence by the
Frospective Applhicant following their Consideration of Comments and'or Objections
received at the Pre-application Consultation Event

Where any amendments are made, or are to be made, by the prospective applicant for a
manne heence to the manne hicence application as a direct result of thew consideration of
comments and’or objections recerved at the pre-application consultation event, please
provide below or, where there 1= insufficient space, in a document attached to thes fom
details of such amendments

No comments or objections were recived that would
need amendments to be made.




3. Explanation of Approach taken by the Prospective Applicant where, following
Belevant Comment: and'or Objections being received by the Prospective Applicant at
the Pre-application Consultation Event, no Relevant Amendment i3 made to the
Application for a AMarine Licence

Where, following comments and’'or objections having been recerved by the prospective
appheant for 3 marne heence at the pre-appheaton consultabon event, no relevant
amendment 15 made to the apphication for a manne hicence by the prospective applicant,
then please provide below or, where there 15 insufficient space, in a document attached to
this form an explanation for the approach taken

Mo comments/ objections that could be actioned were received.

(CERIIFICATION
Inzert name Josh Murphy
Inzert Address Fairhiurst
1 Amgrove Courd_Barack Boad
Town Mewcastle upon Tyne,
County
Pozteode ME4 6DB

I certify that I have complied with the lemislatrre requirensents relating to pre-applicaton
consultation and that the pre-applhecation consultzhon has been undertaken in accordance with the
statutory requirements.

S1gnature Diate




CIVIL ENGINEERING - STRUCTURAL ENGINEERING - TRANSPORTATION - ROADS & BRIDGES
PORTS & HARBOURS - GEOTECHNICAL & ENVIRONMENTAL ENGINEERING - PLANNING &
DEVELOPMENT - WATER SERVICES - CDM COORDINATOR SERVICES F A| R H U R T






