Form
PRE-APPLICATION CONSULTATION REPORT

WEST COAST SEAWEED LTD
Camas na h-Airigh Seaweed Farm
Badachro | Loch Gairloch

Marine (Scotland) Act 2010: Section 24

Proposed Licensable Marine Activity

Please describe below or, where there is insufficient space, in a document attached to thisform the
proposed licensable marine activity, including its location

West Coast Seaweed propose to develop a seaweed farm in Camas na h-Airigh, Badachro, Loch
Gairloch . Maps showing the location and coordinates of the proposed site are presented in Appendix
A.

The proposed farm infrastructure design is for the installation of a longline grid system, across the site,
with the initial installation of 4 longlines, with this numbers scaling up within the structure following

an initial trial period. The proposed design and deployment of the farm structure is shown in Slide 4 of
Appendix C

Applicant Details

Title Initials Surname

Mr N Moore |

Trading Title (if appropriate)
West Coast Seaweed LTD

Address
41/6 Comely Bank Avenue, Edinburgh, EH4 1ES

Name of contact(if different)
N/A

Position within Company(if appropriate)
Director

Telephone No. (inc. dialing code)

Redacted

Company Registration No. Email

SC695589 westcoastseaweed @outlook.com
Is this ective applicant the proposed licensee?

YES NO [ ]

If NO, please complete Section 3 below.
Proposed Licensee Details — N/A

Title  Initials Surname

Trading Title (if appropriate)

WEST COAST SEAWEED - Pre-Application Consultation -REF: NM/EW - July 2022



Address
Name of contact(if different)
Position within Company (if appropriate)

Telephone No. (inc. dialing code)

Pre-application Consultation Event
Please describe below or, where there is insufficient space, in a document attached to thisform the pre-
application consultation event

The Pre-Application Consultation (PAC) event for Camas na h-Airigh was held on the 20" May 2022 on a Zoom
webinar between 1pm - 2pm.

Notice of the event was advertised in the Gairloch Times prior to the event. The Maritime and Coastguard
Agency (MCA), Northern Lighthouse Board (NLB), Scottish Natural Heritage (SNH), Scottish Environment
Protection Agency (SEPA) and the West Coast Regional Inshore Fisheries Group (WCRIFG) were all notified of
the event by email on the 29" of March. (see Appendix B).

During the live event, we shared information about our project through a slideshow (Appendix C). During the
presentation the considerations regarding the general & aquaculture policies of Scotland’s National Marine Plan
were addressed, with attendees invited to ask further specific questions or visit the Scotland National Marine
Plan website.

A Q&A took place to answer questions that had been emailed in before the event, questions taken on the night
and addressed further comments from the audience. Our summary of questions, comments and answers are at
Appendix D.

Information was provided about where further information could be obtained, and how to provide further
feedback or queries regarding West Coast Seaweed’s project. A recording of the event was available upon
request by email.

Information provided by the Prospective Applicant at the Pre-applicationConsultation Event

Please provide below or, where there is insufficient space, in a document attached to this form details
of any information provided by the prospective applicant for a marine license at the pre-application
consultation event

Please see Appendix C with our slideshow including considerations regarding General & Aquaculture
policies of Scotland’s National Marine Plan.

Information received by the Prospective Applicant at the Pre-application ConsultationEvent

Please provide below or, where there is insufficient space, in a document attached to thisform details
of any comments and objections received by the prospective applicant for a marine licence at the pre-
application consultation event

There were 8 attendees at the online PAC event for Camas na h-Airigh Seaweed Farm. These
were a combination of statutory bodies, non-statutory bodies and local residents. Some questions
regarding the project were emailed to West Coast Seaweed both prior to and following the event.
See Appendix D.

Concerns were raised regarding the following issues:

Visual impact of the site and moored structures

Possible conflicts with other marine activity in the area primarily creel fishing
Harvest and processing of seaweed

Impact of onward transport on existing traffic — both marine and road

Impact on the Scenery, Amenity and Wildlife

Potential for future expansion beyond proposed limits

Amendments made, or to be made, to the Application for a Marine Licence by the Prospective
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Applicant following their Consideration of Comments and/or Objectionsreceived at the Pre-
application Consultation Event.

Where any amendments are made, or are to be made, by the prospective applicant for a marine licence
to the marine licence application as a direct result of their consideration ofcomments and/or
objections received at the pre-application consultation event, please provide below or, where there is
insufficient space, in a document attached to this form details of such amendments.

No amendments to be made to the plan, the responses can be found in Appendix E.

In a following up to the event, West Coast Seaweed requested that any further questions be sent before
1% of July 2022.

Explanation of Approach taken by the Prospective Applicant where, following Relevant Comments
and/or Objections being received by the Prospective Applicant atthe Pre-application Consultation
Event, no Relevant Amendment is made to the Application for a Marine Licence.

Where, following comments and/or objections having been received by the prospective applicant for a
marine licence at the pre-application consultation event, no relevant amendment is made to the
application for a marine licence by the prospective applicant, then please provide below or, where
there is insufficient space, in a document attached tothis form an explanation for the approach taken.

CERTIFICATION
Insert name Nick Moore
Insert Address 41 Flat 6, Comely Bank Avenue
Town [Edinburgh
County Midlothian
Postcode [EH4 1ES
I certify that I have complied with the legislative requirements relating to pre-application
consultation and that the pre-application consultation has been undertaken in accordance with the
statutory requirements.
Redacted
Signature Date 01.07.2022
Appendices

Appendix A — Site map and coordinates
Appendix B — Notification of consultation event
Appendix C — PAC event slideshow

Appendix D — Questions and responses
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Appendix A — Site Map and Coordinates

HIGHLAND Camas na h-Airigh FISH FARM PLAN

. o\')‘t'l‘t'

002y .‘;'1-(.:. '

.f'.“-'.“-'

fo'i;

LU u?v’r

NI G

e e

Ny
Eresuby

‘ (a'n

[at{DD) _Lon (DD)
5770014 -5.70017 179619.053 873834.987|
57.69796 -5.70005 179612.950 873592223 |
57.69798 -5.70202 179495.523 873601209
57.70013 570201 179509271 873840.878|

WGS84 BNG e s et
THIS IS THE PLAN REFERRED TO IN THE FOREGOING LEASE OPTION AGREEMENT DATED

& W N =

Crown Estate Scotland

Scale: 1:10,000 Coordinate System: British National Grid
Quartermile T i
Crown Estate | o r =™  16/12/%0 Datum: OSGB 1936
Scotland  |2usersqure ez
Oghroachda’ Chriin At | Edinburgh Author: _ fivingston 0 100 200 300 400 500M
EH3 9GL Reference: XX100/432C | | | | ] ]

WEST COAST SEAWEED - Pre-Application Consultation -REF: NM/EW - July 2022



Appendix B — Notification of Consultation Event

Gairloch & District Times Advert — published 8" April 2022

planning applications
and crofting notices

Mrs Julia Marsh Erection of house (renewal of
Birch Grove, 10 Wester planning permission 19/01024/
Alligin, Achnasheen, IV22 |FUL)

2HD Birch Grove, 10 Wester Alligin,
Achnasheen, 1V22 2HD
— jayonesoFue
Mr Alpin Stewart Erection of fence, polytunnel and
Rowan Cottage, Fasai, shed
Torridon, Achnasheen, Land 50M West Of Schiehallion,
1v22 2e2 Torrsdon
22/01170/FUL

Gairloch Community Car Scheme

Notice of Annual General Meeting
To be held by E mall
On 26th April 2022
For copies of Reports and Statements
Contact Jackse Stephen Project Co-Ordinator
Gairioch Community Car Schame
Tel:01445 7126867
Email :- gairiochcos @hotmait,co.uk
Scottish Charity No: SCD38516
Scottish Company No: SC266310

Blythswood Shoe Box Appeal 2022

To make it casier for some, and encourage more to
donate, we are collecting different items each month and
aim to have lots of completed boxes by Octeber. This is
not Instead of people making up their own boxes; please
continue to do so if you prefer. Thank you so much for
all the donations already received. During April please
donate harbrushes and combs. Warm hats, scarves, and
gloves/mittens will also be required so if you ke to knit
and have some wool to use up, please consider doing this
between now and October, The GALE Centre has kindly
agreed to be a drop-off point for any of these items or
they can be given to Onle, Empty shoe boxes will also

be appreciated. We look forward to a bumper collection
Qoing away to Eastern Europe in November!

Any queries, phone 01445 712872/07900956324, Thank
you.

. WEST COAST
\ SEAWEED

’

West Coast Seaweed Ltd, have plans to establish a
seaweed farm In the Camas na h-Airigh bay next to
Froch Eilean island, Gairloch, Subject to licensing
consent, the seaweed moorings structure will
be deployed in October 2022. For further details
regarding the farm, please emall Nick Moore & Emily
Watson at westcoastseaweed@outiook.com

Readers may like to know that there is to be an
online Pre-application Consultation into the proposed
seaweed farm, on May 20th 2022, where we will
provide further details and address your questions.
The consultation is on Zoom and i you would like to
join, please email westcoastseaweed@outiook.com
by Thursday 19th May . If you are unable to attend,
please also send your comments and questions
through by emall.

Please note, all comments on the project are made
directly to West Coast Seaweed Ltd, not to Marine
Scotland’s Licensing Operations Team (MS-LOT),
There will be an opportunity for representations to
be made to the MS-LOT on the license application.

You are warmly invited to the
Poolewe Village Hall Committee
AGM
MONDAY 25 APRIL 2022 at 7pm
In the MARY BUCHANAN ROOM

This is your community, you'll be
made welcome

Blythswood Monthly Collections

Please donate your clothes, shoes, bric-a-brac, books &
CDs, toys ete.

The Annual General Meeting of
Wester Loch Ewe Trust

On Monday 2nd May 2022
Biythswaod s forry vl Stop at velll be held
Gairloch Hall 9.45-10.30 on
Poolewe Village Hall 11.15-11.30
Aultbea Free rch 11.45-12.15 Friday 29th April 2022
All times are approximate - please hand all donations to
the driver. at
T ey o Sk The Old Schoolhouse Tearoom, Inverasdale
Aultbea Free Church, Badcaut Primary School and Ullapool 7.30
Landhil Site . pm
Siyth www.blythswood.org "
swood regret pt any L
furniture
4 waw.gairlochtimes.co.uk Volume 45 Issue 7
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PAC Notificiation Email - sent 29t March 2022

Notice of Pre Application Consultation Event - 20th May 2022 - West Coast Seaweed Ltd

WEST COAST SEAWEED LTD WCS 9 % =

To: ms.marinelicensing@gov.scot; Wester Ross Fisheries Trust; Peter Jarosz WRFT; Rob Tue 29/03/2022 12:49
adam; harbours@highland.gov.uk; registrydingwall@sepa.org.uk; enquires@nlb.org.uk; navigation; south_highland @nature.scot; navigationsafet

y®mecga.govuk

Cc: info@westcoastseaweed.co.uk

Good evening, Sir or Madam,

We are writing on behalf of West Coast Seaweed Ltd, who have plans to establish a seaweed farm in the Camas na h-
Airigh bay next to Froch Eilean, Gairloch. Subject to licensing consent, the permanent seaweed moorings structure will be
deployed in October 2022.

Due to Covid-19 we have been advised by Marine Scotland that we should hold an online consultation event on Zoom
webinar (free video conferencing platform). Please email Nick & Emily at westcoastseaweed@outlook.com if you would like

to attend the event by Friday 19t May. If you would like submit any questions before the event, please do email us.
Please note, all comments on the project are made directly to West Coast Seaweed Ltd, not to Marine Scotland’s Licensing

Operations Team (MS-LOT). There will be an opportunity for representations to be made to the MS-LOT on the
license application.

We look forward to sharing our project with you and answering your questions on the 20t May 2022.
With kind regards,
Nick Moore & Emily Watson

West Coast Seaweed LTD
https://westcoastseaweed.co.uk/
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PAC Invite Email — Zoom link and summary of project attached sent 15" May 2022
West Coast Seaweed Ltd - PAC Event

© You forwarded this message on Fri 20/05/2022 08:34

WEST COAST SEAWEED LTD WCS

To: westcoastseaweed @ outlook.com

-

ooper@aol.com; Alex Gray; Ron Cole; Cory Jones; infol@lochewesaltandseaweed.com; Gairloch Community Council; Gillian Burns; Sam
south_highland@naturescot; registrydingwall@sepa.crg.uk; harbours@highland.gov.uk; Rob adam; Peter Jarosz WRFT; Wester Ross
Fisheries Trust; MS.Marinelicensing@gov.scot; info@westcoastseaweed.couk

@ PAC - West Cast Seaweed - Sea...
2 M

e

Good Evening,

Please join us for the West Coast Seaweed Pre-application consultation zoom event on Friday 20th of May at 1pm, please click on the link below
and enter the password to join.

We have attached a summary of our project and site location. If you have any follow-up questions, please do email us and we will address these in
the meeting.

Recorded Zoom Details:
Westcoast Seaweed LTD is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting.

Topic: West Coast Seaweed PAC
Time: May 20, 2022 13:00 PM London

Join Zoom Meeting
https://us05web.zoom.us/j/6646599992? pwd=bDkyZk5JS1pISFhEeUxITVNLL3pTdz09

Meeting ID: 664 659 9992
Passcode: WCS2022

We are locking forward to seeing you all at the PAC event on Friday.

With kind regards,
Emily Watson & Nick Moore
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Summary Report sent to all parties in conjunction with PAC invite (email above)

Pre-application Consultation — Summary

West Coast Seaweed Ltd
Camas na h-Airigh Seaweed Farm
Description

West Coast Seaweed LTD is formed by Emily Watson and Nick Moore to farm cultivated
seaweed on a long line grid structure at Camas na h-Airigh, Gairloch.

Seaweed cultivation is a growing industry, with investment, innovation and interest in its
future as a part of Scotland’s National Marine Plan. The Camas na h-Airigh seaweed farm
will contribute towards a cleaner marine environment, requiring no fertilizer, water or
chemicals to grow. The site will enable a healthier ecosystem, provide additional habitat for
marine species, whilst growing a sustainable crop of kelp that can be used in packaging
innovation, agriculture feed, cosmetics, fertilizer as well as for human consumption.

West Coast Seaweed will cultivate on a six monthly cycle. The farm site will be checked for
damage and necessary repairs by a small boat from Badachro. The kelp will be harvested
with locally hired vessels which are suitably equipped for this kind of work. Landing the
harvested crop at the pier at Charlestown, Gairloch and transported onwards by van during
the 2-4 week harvest periods for further processing.

The number of cultivation lines within the grid will range from 25-30 lines. The installation
of these is planned for October/Movember 2022.

West Coast Seaweed has consulted a number of industry experts to select a site with

minimal effect on boat traffic and registered a Lease Option Agreement with Crown Estate
Scotland. The site location has also been shared with local fishermen, who have supported
the proposed area. We will continue to seek advice regarding integration into the existing

marine industry. The site location is also in the area of a previous mussel farm although
there are no present moorings.

In the case that the lease is terminated, or the farm is unsuccessful West Coast Seaweed
will be responsible for the decommissioning of the farm and removal of the infrastructure.

Species of cultivation

West Coast Seaweed will work with SAMS to use species native to the area. By cultivating
the below species in a secure environment, using spores collected from existing plants, we

will ensure there is a low risk of invasive, non native species. The primary species will be:

. Saccharina Latissima - Sugar Kelp
. Alaria Esculenta - Dabberlock
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Cultivation Equipment

Farm Structure:

4 x 200m longlines suspended below water surface

6 x Seabed block anchors

6 x Mooring/marker buoys above anchors for navigation and site marking
* Navigational buoy, approved by Northern Lighthouse Board

The site location, including coordinates can be found on the below map.
A marine license will be submitted for the construction of this seaweed farm.

The pre-application consultation event will be held on the 20th May 2022 at 1pm and
Topic: West Coast Seaweed Ltd - PAC Event

Date 20th May 2022

Time: 1pm

Join Zoom Meeting -

https://us05web.zoom.us/j/6646599992 2pwd=bDkyZk5JS1pISFhEeUxITVNLL3pTdz09
Meeting ID: 664 659 9992 & Passcode: WCS2022

Contact: Nick Moore or Emily Watson

Email: westooastsaweed@ouﬁook.com

The red dotted line indicates the area plan & the yellow dots showing the visual impact of
the longline buoys.
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Site Map
HIGHLAND

THIS IS THE PLAN REFERRED TO IN THE FOREGOING LEASE OPTION AGREEMENT DATED
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Conversations with The Northern Lighthouse Board - Gillian Burn and Karl Davies of NLB — 21t April
2022

Marine License application and navigation safety discussion to be continues throughout the application process.

Northern
1 c 34 George Street
| IghT"IDUJE’ Edinburgh EH2 3DA
Bﬂd rd Tel: 0131 473 3100
Faoc 0131 220 2093
Website: www.nlb.org.uk
Email: enguiries@nlb.org.uk
Your Ref: P&C event 01,/02/22
Chur Ref: GB/ML/FO23-22

Mick Moore and Emily Watson
Camas ng h-Airigh Seaweed Farm
West Coast Seaweed Ltd

Gairlesh 21 April 2022

MARINE LICENSING (PRE-APPLICATION CONSUL TATION] (SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2013

West Coast Seaweed Ltd — Camas pa h-Airigh Seoweed Farm, Gairlogh, fneor Badachrol

Thank you for your email cormespondence and subseguent Teams meeting on the 18 February 2022 relating
to the pre-application consultation by West Coast Seaweed Ltd for their proposed algal farm near Badachro

st Camas ng h-Ajrigh. Gaitlosh.
Maorthern Lighthouse Board have no objection to the proposed algal farm and advise the following:
+ The site should be marked with a lit yellow buaoy fitted with a yvellow X' topmark.

#  The lights should display a character of group flash four (yvellow) every twelve seconds (FI {4). Y. 125}
with a nominal range of 2 nautical miles and be installed above the X' topmark.

# The buoy should be positioned at the Northwest seaward extent of the algal farm.

# The buoy diameter should be approximately 1 metre at the waterline with the focal plane of the light
2 metres above that level, the X' tgpmark should be = 30cm length by 7.5cm width.

Motice to Mariners informing of the scope and timeframe of the installation works and the
permanent installation of a lit buoy. Please copy any issued LNLM to navigation@nlb.org. uk

*  Aweekly check of the site’s marking eguipment shall be performed and records kept of its physical
and working status for audit purposes.

¢ (utlying anchor points should not be marked with buoys, unless specifically reguested by local users,
and alternative means to locate anchors should be ytjlised.

# Loose floating lines around site equipment are strongly discouraged as this can cause serious safety
implications for other mariners.

MLE respects your privacy and is committed to protecting your personal data.
To find out more, please see our Privacy Motice at www.niboorg.uklegal-notices)
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* (On completion of the development the UK Hydrographic Office (sdr@ukho.gov.uk) must be notified
and supplied with the mooring grid co-ordinates to enable the update of appropriate navigational
publications.

Yours sinrerslv
Redacted

Peter Douglas
Navigation Manager

Marine Scotland Email Conversation

RE: West Coast Seaweed - Algal Farm - Gairloch, Highlands - General ML Advice - MS LOT to App - 20 February 2022

MS.Marinelicensing@gov.scot AR

Te: Yeu Fri 20/05/2022 10:43
Good morning Nick
Thanks for your email. In the 6 weeks between the PAC event and the application submission there are no specific requirements. A
report of the PAC event must, however, be submitted with the marine licence application and so this should be prepared during that

time. We would also advise that if necessary, the proposal should be revised during this time in response to any comments or issues
raised during the PAC process. This allows any issues to be covered off before the application stage.

If you require any further information please do get in touch.
Kind regards,

Judith

From: WEST COAST SEAWEED LTD WCS <WestCoastSeaweed @outlook.com>

Sent: 18 May 2022 16:10

To: MS Marine Licensing <MS.Marinelicansing@gaov.scot>

Subject: Re: West Coast Seaweed - Alzal Farm - Gairloch, Highlands - General ML Advice - MS LOT to App - 20 February 2022

Hi Hamish,

We are holding our PAC on friday (as per the timeframe agreed in the emails below).

Are you able to share a guide of what you would expect from us between 20th May and 15¢ July when we are able to submit our license
application following the 12 week period of notice given to the public bodies. Is there any documents that you would like to see supplied in that
timeframe?

Thanks,
Nick

From: MS.Marinelicensing@gov.scot <MS.Marinelicensing@gov.scot>

Sent: 30 March 2022 11:45

To: WestCoastSeaweed @outlook.com <wWestCoastSeawezed @outlook.com>

Subject: Re: West Coast Seaweed - Algal Farm - Gairloch, Highlands - General ML Advice - MS LOT to App - 20 February 2022
Good morning Nick,

The 14 week timeframe is something we aim for however it can take more or less time to determine your Marine Licence application
dependant on consultation responses etc

Kind regards,

Hamish
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RE: West Coast Seaweed - Algal Farm - Gairloch, Highlands - General ML Advice - MS LOT to App - 20 February 2022

From: WEST COAST SEAWEED LTD WCS <WestCoastSeawsed@outlook.com>

Sent: 29 March 2022 18:38

To: MS Marine Licensing <MS.Marinelicensing@gov.scot>

Subject: Re: West Coast Seaweed - Algal Farm - Gairloch, Highlands - General ML Advice - MS LOT to App - 20 February 2022

Thanks David,
We'll get the second notice published with your amends.

So | am clear on timings:

8™ April - Public Notice in newspaper
20t May- PAC

1%% July - Marine License application, +14 weeks for determination.

So if we apply now the EARLIEST we will have a license is 14t October?

Thanks Nick

From: M5.Marinelicensing@gov.scot <MS. Marinelicensing@gow.scot>

Sent: 28 March 2022 12:35

To: WestCoastSeaweed @outlook.com <WestCoastSeaweed@outlook.com:

Subject: RE: West Coast Seaweed - Algal Farm - Gairloch, Highlands - General ML Advice - MS LOT to App - 20 February 2022

Hi Nick,

The NLB address has a typo, ‘I and ‘b’ the wrong way round, | believe you should have written, enquiries@nlb.org.uk. As an alternative you could use
navigation@nlb.org.uk, this would then be sent direct to the team who are involved with consultations. Other than that the list is correct.

With regards to the timings, as long as the public bodies are notified on 08 April or before, and if the advert is published on 08 April. Then the event can take
place on 20 May.

On the advert you have that the deploymeant will take place in March 2022, this is incorrect as you do not have a Marine Licence to undertake the works.

12 weeks must elapse from you giving notice to when you can submit an application for a Marine Licence.

Our current target determination period for Marine Licences is 14 weeks from date of payment of the invoice, invoices are issued on completion of the initial
checks of the application form.

Regards
David
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RE: West Coast Seaweed - Algal Farm - Gairloch, Highlands - General ML Advice - MS LOT to App - 20 February 2022

From: WEST COAST SEAWEED LTD WCS <WestCoastSeawsed@outlook.com=

Sent: 27 March 2022 05:48

To: MS Marine Licensing <MS.Marinelicensing @gov.scot>

Subject: Re: West Coast Seaweed - Algal Farm - Gairloch, Highlands - General ML Advice - M5 LOT to App - 20 February 2022

Thanks David.

Please see below the proposed copy of the advert to be placed in the Gairloch and District Times on gth April.

The public bodies & interest parties we intend to notify are below, can you please confirm you are happy with these people and the email
addresses:

SEPA: registrydingwall@sepa.org.uk
MNatureScot: south_highland@nature.scot
NLB: enquiries@nbl.org.uk

MCGA: navigationsafety@mecga.gov.uk

It additional to the above we will in include Wester Ross Fisheries Trust, Gairloch Harbour, Crown Estate NW Officer, Local Creelfishermen's association
We have had on-going positive conversations with the above bodies to date, we will also keep MS-LOT on copy.

Are you able to confirm:

1. You are happy with the timings proposed (Publication gth April, PAC 20t Mav)
2. The proposed distribution list & updated contact addresses
Newspaper copy:

West Coast Seaweed Ltd, have plans to establish a seaweed farm in the Camas na h-Airigh bay next to Fraoch-eilean, Loch Gairloch. Subject to
licensing consent, the seaweed moorings structure will be deployed in March 2022. For further details regarding the farm, please
email westcoastseaweed @outlook.com

Readers may like to know that there is to be an online Pre-application Consultation into the proposed seaweed farm, on May 20th 2022, where we
will provide further details and address your questions. The consultation is on Zoom and if you would like to join, please email

westcoastseaweed @outlook.com . If you are unable to attend, please also send your comments and questions through by email by Thursday

19th May.

Please note, all comments on the project are made directly to West Coast Seaweed Ltd, not to Marine Scotland’s Licensing Operations Team (M5-
LOT). There will be an opportunity for representations to be made to the MS-LOT on the license application.

I look forward to hearing from vou,

Nick
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Appendix C — PAC Event Slideshow
Slide 1

WEST COAST
SEAWEED

Pre-application Consultation
20th May 2022

Camas na h-Airigh
Seaweed Farm

e —

Slide 2

About us
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Slide 3

Location

Proposed Seaweed Farm Site
Location:

Camas Na h-Airigh, Gairloch,
Wester Ross

The sheltered bay has access to a
well-established harbour and

experienced marine industry.

It is a previous mussel Farm site &
out-with usual creel fishing grounds

Slide 4

Structure

Designed in consultation with a number
of marine industry experts with learnings
from previous aquaculture sites

* Grid based system with suspended
longlines

* 200m longlines suspended below water
surface

* 6 x Block anchors

* 6 x Mooring/marker buoys above
anchors for navigation and site marking

* 1x Navigational Buoy NW corner of site

Cushion Buoy
il —— “"l’l 'l,

{8

2019 SAMS Research Services L1d.
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Slide 5

Seaweed Species

West Coast Seaweed are working with
SAMS to use species native to the area.
The primary species will be:

* Saccharina Latissima (Sugar Kelp)

* Alaria Esculenta (Dabberlocks)

Species chosen due to their potential for
end product use in packaging innovation
& agriculture

Slide 6

Harvesting &
Processing

* Harvest will be carried out manually using a
small work boat. We will harvest around % a
tonne per harvest day over a 2-4 week period.

* Two people working on the boat at a time, and
two more working on processing & packing the
harvested crop.

* Processing will occur at Gairloch Pier for
immediate packing and transportation

WEST COAST SEAWEED - Pre-Application Consultation -REF: NM/EW - July 2022



Slide 7

WHY GROW SEAWEED?

We are inspired by the potential for the industry to
fundamentally ‘do good’ through three key pillars:

* Marine Benefits
* Helps remove nitrogen from the sea
* Protecting against coastal erosion
* Providing habitat for diverse range of marine species
* Carbon Benefits
* 2020s will be the decade of action, driven by net-zero
ambitions, seaweed can sequester up to 20x more
carbon per acre than land of forests
* Community & Commercial Benefits
* Accelerating innovation in the sector,
* Support rural businesses
* Create value throughout the supply chain
« Diversifying marine industry

Slide 8

Q&A

Any further questions, please contact
westcoastseaweed @outlook.com
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Appendix D — Questions and responses

Question

Answer

What will it look like?

We would install a grid system held down by 6 anchors. On the surface the
grid would be marked by mooring bouys as well as the floatation buoys
suspending the seaweed lines.

Would it mean large, moored structures in
camas na h-airigh

No, there would be no moored structures beyond the above anchor points,
such as a pontoon. As shown in the summary document the visible elements
of the site will be the buoys

Where would the harvested seaweed be
landed?

The seaweed would be harvested at the site and taken to the Gairloch
Harbour for onwards vehicle transportation.

Would there be additional traffic on the
road? Large commercial vehicles?

During the 2-4week harvesting periods there would be some occasional
additional traffic This would be limited to small vehicles

What would the impact be on the scenery,
amenity and wildlife?

Scenery: The site will have limited visual impact beyond the buoys
mentioned previously.

Amenity: We are anticipating minimal amenity impact, and are very sensitive
to this — there will be some additional marine traffic in the area, and road
traffic during harvesting periods

Wildlife: As the line will be under constant tension there is no recognized
risk of entanglement by wildlife, in fact due to the additional marine habitat
we are hoping to have a positive impact on wildlife in the area

Would the site be noisy?

The site will be monitored by small boat every 2-3 weeks during the growing
periods. During harvest time we will require a slightly larger boat to
operate. No on-going noise pollution is expected

Would there be any pollution?

There is no pollution expected from the site — seaweed does not require
fertilizer or chemicals to grow

Employment opportunities?

We will work with local marine experts on a contract basis to install the
structure. We will review further opportunities as the site expands

Why are you doing this and what will the
seaweed be used for?

We are in conversation with a range of specialist processors from research
to agriculture — depending on this the seaweed will be used for packaging
innovation or agriculture feed solutions. There may be further opportunities
to sell on a smaller scale for either garden fertilizer or as a food however this
would require a number of food standards certificates — but one we may
explore

What species will you be growing?

Saccharina Latissima, Alaria Esculenta — native species to the area

Will there be future plans to expand the
site?

We are focused on installing and running a successful site at Camas na h-
airigh, should all go well there may be scope to explore other areas within
the broader sea loch & Wester Ross area

Is the red area in the diagram the
maximum size of the grid?

Yes, the grid itself will cover the area we have mapped out. We would have 4
lines to begin with as a trial and then scale up to 25-30 lines which is the
maximum size of the grid. There would be no expansion to the grid.

FURTHER COMMENT: Chairman of the
local creel fishermen association

The proposed site does go into local creel fishing grounds, however following
the chairman’s conversation with group representatives, they would support
the site and the plan

Is the area within a statutory harbour
authority (SHA)?

No, the area is outwith the SHA.

Do you have any experience of working this
type of operation? What tangible benefit will

No, as this is an emerging industry we have limited experience but have been
working with industry experts and continue to see advice. At this point we
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there be for the local area eg,will you emply
anyone?

will contact the initial installation of the site and consider it going forward.

Are you planning on doing a navigation risk
assessment (NRA) to give evidence that your
seaweed farm is as low as reasonably
practical (ALSRP)?

Yes and we will be in touch with you to get advice before we submit our
application for a Marine Licence.

Will you be living in the area?

Not permanently but will be in the area frequently to check on the seaweed
lines and harvesting periods.

Do you need planning permission or any
other local authority permission?

There is no council approved as you would need for building a property. We
require a Marine Licence and Crown Estate lease to be able to cultivate
seaweed.
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