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Form 
PRE-APPLICATION CONSULTATION REPORT 

 

WEST COAST SEAWEED LTD 

Camas na h-Airigh Seaweed Farm 

Badachro | Loch Gairloch 

 
Marine (Scotland) Act 2010: Section 24 
Proposed Licensable Marine Activity 

Please describe below or, where there is insufficient space, in a document attached to this form the 

proposed licensable marine activity, including its location 

 

West Coast Seaweed propose to develop a seaweed farm in Camas na h-Airigh, Badachro, Loch 

Gairloch . Maps showing the location and coordinates of the proposed site are presented in Appendix 

A. 

 

The proposed farm infrastructure design is for the installation of a longline grid system, across the site, 

with the initial installation of 4 longlines, with this numbers scaling up within the structure following 

an initial trial period.  The proposed design and deployment of the farm structure is shown in Slide 4 of 

Appendix C 

 
 

Applicant Details 
 

Title    Initials Surname 
 

Mr N Moore 
 

Trading Title (if appropriate) 

 
 West Coast Seaweed LTD 

 
Address 
 

41/6 Comely Bank Avenue, Edinburgh, EH4 1ES 

 

Name of contact (if different) 

N/A 
 

 

Position within Company (if appropriate) 

Director  

 

Telephone No. (inc. dialing code) 

 

 

Company Registration No. Email 

 

SC695589    westcoastseaweed@outlook.com 

 

Is this prospective applicant the proposed            licensee? 

YES X NO 
 

If NO, please complete Section 3 below. 
 

Proposed Licensee Details – N/A 
 

Title Initials Surname 
 

Trading Title (if appropriate) 
 

Redacted
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Address 

 

Name of contact (if different)  

 

Position within Company (if appropriate)  
 

Telephone No. (inc. dialing code)   

 

Pre-application Consultation Event 

Please describe below or, where there is insufficient space, in a document attached to this form the pre-

application consultation event 

 
The Pre-Application Consultation (PAC) event for Camas na h-Airigh was held on the 20th May 2022 on a Zoom 

webinar between 1pm - 2pm. 

 

Notice of the event was advertised in the Gairloch Times prior to the event. The Maritime and Coastguard 

Agency (MCA), Northern Lighthouse Board (NLB), Scottish Natural Heritage (SNH), Scottish Environment 

Protection Agency (SEPA) and the West Coast Regional Inshore Fisheries Group (WCRIFG) were all notified of 

the event by email on the 29th of March. (see Appendix B). 

 

During the live event, we shared information about our project through a slideshow (Appendix C). During the 

presentation the considerations regarding the general & aquaculture policies of Scotland’s National Marine Plan 

were addressed, with attendees invited to ask further specific questions or visit the Scotland National Marine 

Plan website. 

 

A Q&A took place to answer questions that had been emailed in before the event, questions taken on the night 

and addressed further comments from the audience. Our summary of questions, comments and answers are at 

Appendix D. 

 

Information was provided about where further information could be obtained, and how to provide further 

feedback or queries regarding West Coast Seaweed’s project. A recording of the event was available upon 

request by email. 
 

Information provided by the Prospective Applicant at the Pre-application Consultation Event 

Please provide below or, where there is insufficient space, in a document attached to this form details 

of any information provided by the prospective applicant for a marine license at the pre-application 

consultation event 

 

Please see Appendix C with our slideshow including considerations regarding General & Aquaculture 

policies of Scotland’s National Marine Plan. 

 
 

Information received by the Prospective Applicant at the Pre-application Consultation Event 

Please provide below or, where there is insufficient space, in a document attached to this form details 

of any comments and objections received by the prospective applicant for a marine licence at the pre-

application consultation event 

 

There were 8 attendees at the online PAC event for Camas na h-Airigh Seaweed Farm. These 

were a combination of statutory bodies, non-statutory bodies and local residents. Some questions 

regarding the project were emailed to West Coast Seaweed both prior to and following the event. 

See Appendix D. 

 

Concerns were raised regarding the following issues: 

Visual impact of the site and moored structures 

Possible conflicts with other marine activity in the area primarily creel fishing  

Harvest and processing of seaweed  

Impact of onward transport on existing traffic – both marine and road 

Impact on the Scenery, Amenity and Wildlife  

Potential for future expansion beyond proposed limits 
 

Amendments made, or to be made, to the Application for a Marine Licence by the Prospective 
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Appendix A – Site Map and Coordinates 
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Appendix B – Notification of Consultation Event  
 
Gairloch & District Times Advert – published 8th April 2022 
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PAC Notificiation Email - sent 29th March 2022
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PAC Invite Email – Zoom link and summary of project attached sent 15th May 2022 
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Summary Report sent to all parties in conjunction with PAC invite (email above) 
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Conversations with The Northern Lighthouse Board - Gillian Burn and Karl Davies of NLB – 21st April 

2022 

  

Marine License application and navigation safety discussion to be continues throughout the application process. 
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Appendix C – PAC Event Slideshow 
Slide 1 

 
 
Slide 2 
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Slide 3 

 
 

Slide 4 
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Slide 5 

 
 

Slide 6 
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Slide 7 

 
 

 

Slide 8 
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Appendix D – Questions and responses 
 

Question Answer 

What will it look like?  

 

We would install a grid system held down by 6 anchors. On the surface the 
grid would be marked by mooring bouys as well as the floatation buoys 
suspending the seaweed lines.  

Would it mean large, moored structures in 
camas na h-airigh  

No, there would be no moored structures beyond the above anchor points, 
such as a pontoon. As shown in the summary document the visible elements 
of the site will be the buoys  

Where would the harvested seaweed be 

landed?  

The seaweed would be harvested at the site and taken to the Gairloch 
Harbour for onwards vehicle transportation.  

Would there be additional traffic on the 

road? Large commercial vehicles?  

During the 2-4week harvesting periods there would be some occasional 
additional traffic This would be limited to small vehicles  

What would the impact be on the scenery, 
amenity and wildlife? 
 

Scenery: The site will have limited visual impact beyond the buoys 
mentioned previously.   
   
Amenity: We are anticipating minimal amenity impact, and are very sensitive 
to this – there will be some additional marine traffic in the area, and road 
traffic during harvesting periods  
   
Wildlife: As the line will be under constant tension there is no recognized 
risk of entanglement by wildlife, in fact due to the additional marine habitat 
we are hoping to have a positive impact on wildlife in the area  

Would the site be noisy? The site will be monitored by small boat every 2-3 weeks during the growing 
periods.  During harvest time we will require a slightly larger boat to 
operate. No on-going noise pollution is expected  

Would there be any pollution? There is no pollution expected from the site – seaweed does not require 
fertilizer or chemicals to grow  

Employment opportunities? We will work with local marine experts on a contract basis to install the 
structure.  We will review further opportunities as the site expands  

Why are you doing this and what will the 

seaweed be used for? 

We are in conversation with a range of specialist processors from research 
to agriculture – depending on this the seaweed will be used for packaging 
innovation or agriculture feed solutions.  There may be further opportunities 
to sell on a smaller scale for either garden fertilizer or as a food however this 
would require a number of food standards certificates – but one we may 
explore  

What species will you be growing? Saccharina Latissima, Alaria Esculenta – native species to the area  

Will there be future plans to expand the 

site?  

We are focused on installing and running a successful site at Camas  na h-
airigh, should all go well there may be scope to explore other areas within 
the broader sea loch & Wester Ross area  

Is the red area in the diagram the 

maximum size of the grid? 

Yes, the grid itself will cover the area we have mapped out. We would have 4 

lines to begin with as a trial and then scale up to 25-30 lines which is the 

maximum size of the grid. There would be no expansion to the grid. 

FURTHER COMMENT: Chairman of the 

local creel fishermen association  

The proposed site does go into local creel fishing grounds, however following 

the chairman’s conversation with group representatives, they would support 

the site and the plan 

Is the area within a statutory harbour 

authority (SHA)? 

No, the area is outwith the SHA. 

Do you have any experience of working this 

type of operation? What tangible benefit will 

No, as this is an emerging industry we have limited experience but have been 

working with industry experts and continue to see advice. At this point we 
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there be for the local area eg,will you emply 

anyone? 

will contact the initial installation of the site and consider it going forward. 

Are you planning on doing a navigation risk 

assessment (NRA) to give evidence that your 

seaweed farm is as low as reasonably 

practical (ALSRP)? 

Yes and we will be in touch with you to get advice before we submit our 

application for a Marine Licence. 

Will you be living in the area? Not permanently but will be in the area frequently to check on the seaweed 

lines and harvesting periods. 

Do you need planning permission or any 

other local authority permission? 

There is no council approved as you would need for building a property. We 

require a Marine Licence and Crown Estate lease to be able to cultivate 

seaweed. 

 
 




