
THE CONSERVATION (NATURAL HABITATS, &C.) REGULATIONS 1994

 
LICENCE TO DISTURB MARINE SPECIES

Licence Number: EPS/BS-00010139

This licence is granted under regulation 44(e) of the Conservation (Natural Habitats, &c.) Regulations 1994 by the

Scottish Ministers who, after consultation with, and having been advised as to the circumstances in which they should

grant such licences by NatureScot are satisfied as regards the purpose for which the licence is granted, namely, for

preserving public health or public safety or other imperative reasons of overriding public interest including those of a

social or economic nature and beneficial consequences of primary importance for the environment; and that (a) there

is no other satisfactory alternative and (b) that the action authorised will not be detrimental to the maintenance of the

population of the species concerned at a favourable conservation status in their natural range; and unless revoked by

the Scottish Ministers is valid from  to  and authorises:01 March, 2023 29 February, 2024

 

Scottish Hydro Electric Transmission Ltd

Inveralmond House

200 Dunkeld Road

Perth

PH1 3AQ

 
Or any person authorised in writing by him / her to disturb the European protected species of harbour porpoise

(Phocoena phocoena);bottlenose dolphin (Tursiops truncatus);minke whale (Balaenoptera acutorostrata);Risso's

dolphin (Grampus griseus);white sided dolphin (Lagenorhynchus acutus);short beaked common dolphin (Delphinus

delphis);killer whale (Orcinus orca);white-beaked dolphin (Lagenorhynchus albirostris);humpback whale (Megaptera

at asnovaeangliae);fin whale (Balaenoptera physalus);long-finned pilot whale (Globicephala melas)  Shetland to Yell, 

detailed in the application for a licence to disturb European Protected Species and supporting documents but only

subject to the under-noted conditions:

PURPOSE AND CIRCUMSTANCES IN WHICH ACTION IS REQUIRED

This licence is granted for the purpose of permitting the disturbance of harbour porpoise (Phocoena

phocoena);bottlenose dolphin (Tursiops truncatus);minke whale (Balaenoptera acutorostrata);Risso's dolphin

(Grampus griseus);white sided dolphin (Lagenorhynchus acutus);short beaked common dolphin (Delphinus

delphis);killer whale (Orcinus orca);white-beaked dolphin (Lagenorhynchus albirostris);humpback whale (Megaptera

  at Shetland to Yell, fornovaeangliae);fin whale (Balaenoptera physalus);long-finned pilot whale (Globicephala melas)

preserving public health or public safety or other imperative reasons of overriding public interest including those of a

social or economic nature and beneficial consequences of primary importance for the environment in connection with

Geophysical, benthic and geotechnical surveys to inform proposed HVAC cable route at the following location(s):

  
Shetland to Yell
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60° 29.480643’ N 01° 03.164548’ W

60° 29.487536’ N 01° 03.679113’ W

60° 29.382301’ N 01° 04.118815’ W

60° 29.782301’ N 01° 05.050046’ W

60° 29.392408’ N 01° 05.865621’ W

60° 29.174418’ N 01° 05.934992’ W

60° 29.122863’ N 01° 06.039321’ W

60° 29.124510’ N 01° 06.324503’ W

60° 26.551396’ N 01° 10.121660’ W

60° 26.377275’ N 01° 09.904182’ W

60° 25.200533’ N 01° 10.047079’ W

60° 25.223183’ N 01° 10.237506’ W

60° 24.855928’ N 01° 10.242484’ W

60° 24.864799’ N 01° 10.174717’ W

60° 24.801022’ N 01° 10.098451’ W

60° 24.723708’ N 01° 10.162512’ W

60° 24.352234’ N 01° 10.095729’ W

60° 24.212846’ N 01° 10.249022’ W

60° 24.156417’ N 01° 10.098268’ W

60° 24.040654’ N 01° 09.979529’ W

60° 26.288733’ N 01° 09.886060’ W

60° 26.239834’ N 01° 09.933315’ W

60° 26.212851’ N 01° 10.039254’ W

60° 26.251306’ N 01° 10.357975’ W

60° 25.993281’ N 01° 10.362888’ W

60° 25.852892’ N 01° 10.398604’ W

60° 25.708756’ N 01° 10.569007’ W

60° 25.629560’ N 01° 10.307817’ W

60° 25.478646’ N 01° 10.123943’ W

60° 25.333882’ N 01° 10.019484’ W

60° 24.029988’ N 01° 09.219660’ W

60° 24.178065’ N 01° 09.130403’ W

60° 24.249148’ N 01° 08.956486’ W

60° 24.216719’ N 01° 08.771650’ W

60° 24.242231’ N 01° 08.633489’ W

60° 24.065631’ N 01° 08.608446’ W

60° 24.011009’ N 01° 08.366124’ W

60° 24.049256’ N 01° 08.116670’ W

60° 24.216778’ N 01° 08.050158’ W

60° 24.072135’ N 01° 07.906983’ W

60° 24.142281’ N 01° 07.882248’ W

60° 24.168941’ N 01° 07.567955’ W

60° 24.219846’ N 01° 07.403072’ W

60° 24.354908’ N 01° 07.337256’ W

60° 24.366549’ N 01° 07.481199’ W

60° 24.436068’ N 01° 07.549967’ W

60° 24.515808’ N 01° 07.555021’ W

60° 24.469695’ N 01° 07.744794’ W
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60° 24.317261’ N 01° 07.865068’ W

60° 24.421483’ N 01° 08.026757’ W

60° 24.580294’ N 01° 08.008382’ W

60° 24.701217’ N 01° 08.212141’ W

60° 24.819143’ N 01° 07.912711’ W

60° 24.953587’ N 01° 07.751708’ W

60° 25.199570’ N 01° 07.286696’ W

60° 25.395040’ N 01° 07.333738’ W

60° 25.770356’ N 01° 07.101022’ W

60° 25.606825’ N 01° 06.627338’ W

60° 25.434434’ N 01° 06.563822’ W

60° 25.317834’ N 01° 06.820133’ W

 
This licence is granted for permitting disturbance of the above named species as a result of the following activities:

 
Geophysical Benthic and Geophysical Technical

 

LICENCE CONDITIONS

1. The Licensee must ensure that all licensed activities are carried out in strict accordance with
the mitigation and working methods proposed in the application for this licence, together with
supporting information and all licensed activities must be carried out within the timescale(s)
given within the application and any subsequent written correspondence between Marine
Scotland – Licensing Operations Team ("MS-LOT") and the applicant, but subject to the
following modifications or amendments made within this licence.

2. The Licensee must ensure that all licensed activities are carried out in strict accordance with
the EPS Risk Assessment A-200409-S02-REPT-002.
3. The Licensee must not carry out inshore surveys during the months of May-September
inclusive due to the breeding seasons for harbour seal and red-throated diver.

3. In the event of the Licensee becoming aware that any of the information on which the issue of
this licence was based has changed, the Licensing Authority must be notified as soon as
reasonably practicable.

4. The Licensee must ensure that the Joint Nature Conservation Committee ("JNCC") 2017
Guidelines for minimizing the risk of injury and disturbance to marine mammals from seismic
surveys is followed at all times in connection with the undertaking of such surveys as far as it is
practical to do so. These are available from the JNCC website 

.https://hub.jncc.gov.uk/assets/e2a46de5-43d4-43f0-b296-c62134397ce4

https://hub.jncc.gov.uk/assets/e2a46de5-43d4-43f0-b296-c62134397ce4
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5. The Licensee must ensure that, if any aspects of the proposed activities differ from the detail
submitted in the Noise Registry - Initial Registration Form, a new Initial Registration Form must
be completed and submitted to the Scottish Ministers and the JNCC no later than one week prior
to commencement of the licensed activities.

6. The Licensee must ensure that where survey equipment has the capability to undergo a soft
start procedure, this is implemented on every occasion survey equipment is switched on.

7. The Licensee must ensure all survey equipment is operated at the lowest practicable sound
level for the shortest possible time period.

8. Except where it is not relevant to the provisions of this licence, the Licensee must ensure that
the Scottish Marine Wildlife Watching Code is adhered to at all times.

9. The Licensee must ensure that copies of the licence are available for inspection by any person
authorised by the Scottish Ministers at the office of the Licensee and at all sites where licensed
activities are taking place.

10. Any person authorised by the Scottish Ministers must be permitted to inspect the operations
relating to the licence at any reasonable time. The Licensee must allow appropriate assistance to
facilitate inspection.

11. The Licensee must, no later than one month after the expiry date of this licence, submit to
MS-LOT, a written report detailing all actions taken in accordance with the specified terms and
conditions of the licence. This report must detail the procedures, visual observations and include
the original Marine Mammal Recording Form(s). Any difficulties encountered, or
recommendations should also be noted.

12. The Licensee must, no later than 12 weeks after completion of the noisy activity, complete a
‘close-out’ noise registry form. This is available from the JNCC website https://mnr.jncc.gov.uk/
.

 
Authorised on behalf of Scottish Ministers

By a member of staff of the Scottish Government

 
 

            
Signed:
            
 
 
 

https://mnr.jncc.gov.uk/
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Marine Scotland

Marine Planning and Policy

Licensing Operations Team

375 Victoria Road

Aberdeen

AB11 9DB

24 January, 2023




