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MULTI-STAGE REGULATORY CONSENT – VALIDATION OF APPROPRIATE 

ASSESSMENT 
 

1 Licence Details 

Licensee/Developer Name: Global Energy Group (per 
EnviroCentre) 

Project Details: Quayside Construction – Eastern Inner 
Dock Quay – Port of Nigg 

Date Existing Licence/Consent Issued: 05 March 2025 
Date of Existing Appropriate Assessment (“AA”): 27 February 2025 

 

2 Condition/plan being considered:   

 
Biosecurity Plan (submitted as an appendix to the CEMP) 
Condition 3.2.6 
 
Marine Mammal Protection Plan (“MMPP”) 
Condition 3.2.7 
 
Breeding Bird Protection Plan (“BBPP”) 
Condition 3.2.8 
 
 

 

3 Summary of consultation responses – in relation to European protected sites:  

NatureScot, operating name of Scottish Natural Heritage, was consulted on  the 
Biosecurity Plan, the Marine Mammal Protection Plan (“MMPP”) and the Breeding Bird 
Protection Plann (“BBPP”)  on 20 May 2026. NatureScot responded on 22 May 2026 
stating that the BBPP could be approved but requested changes to the Biosecurity Plan 
and th MMPP.  It advised that the Biosecurity Plan could be approved but required a  
number of amendments; specifically updates to impacted features, species of concern, 
site worker awareness, activities of concern and dissemination of survey results.   
NatureScot also advised that the MMPP could not be approved without further updates 
in relation to the information required for, and role of, the Marine Mammal Observer.  
 
The requested updates to the Biosecurity Plan were completed and resubmitted to the 
Scottish Ministers on 29 May 2026. Updates to the MMPP were completed and 
resubmitted to Scottish Ministers and approved by NatureScot on 3 June 2026. 
 
 
NatureScot identified no new impacts in relation to European protected sites. 
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4 Summary of other information in relation to European protected sites (MD-SEDD 
responses, external reports).  

Not applicable 

 

5 Conclusion - Consideration of whether AA completed for the original decision is 
still valid:  

No consultation responses, advice, external reports or representations have been 
received that would invalidate the conclusions or alter the outcome of the AA dated 27 
February 2025. All requested plans have been submitted and agreed. 
 
The Scottish Ministers conclude that the quayside construction at the Eastern Inner 
Dock Quay, Port of Nigg will not have an adverse effect on the site integrity of the the 
Moray Firth SAC, Dornoch Firth and Morrich More SAC, Cromarty Firth SPA or the 
Moray Firth SPA providing the works are carried out in accordance with the approved 
Biosecurity Plan submitted to the Licencing Authority on 29 May 2026, the approved 
MMPP submitted to the Licensing Authority on 3 June 2026 and the approved BBPP 
submitted to the Licensing Authority on 20 May 2026. 

 

 

Name     Assessor or Approver Date 
Gerry Millar Assessor 11 June 2026 
Peter Sparrow Assessor 18 June 2026 
Fiona Mackintosh Approver  19 June 2026 
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