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Site Westernlink Cable Route, Scotland and North East Ireland

National Grid

Company
Warwick Technology ParkGallows Hill
Warwick

United Kingdom CV34 6DA

Brief Westernlink HVDC Maintenance Survey
Description of

Proj ect

Associated European Protected Species Licence No. 00011406
Licences

TEST 1 Purpose of licence

Social, economic or environmental purpose2

Comments

With regard to Test 1 there are several different purposes for which a Basking Shark licence can be granted
including, under Section 16(3)(i) of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981, for ‘asocial, economic or
environmental purpose’.

NatureScot Guidance states that, when determining a Basking Shark Licence application, it will be taken into
account whether an activity or development is required to meet, or contribute to meeting, a specific need such as
maintaining the environment of Scotland's people (including sustainable development and renewabl e or green
energy), complying with national planning policies and supporting economic or social development (including
nationally important infrastructure development projects and employment).

The Westernlink HVDC cables link the transmission network in Scotland with that in Wales and England,
transferring renewable energy in an efficient and economical manner. The associated survey works are required
to enable a general condition check of the cable, and will provide an accurate map of the seabed conditions and
any hazards aong the cable route. A structured and considered monitoring programme to identify risk and take
suitable mitigatory actions isimperative to the project to maximise the operationa uptime of the link
commensurate to the investment of the system. Prevention and early capture of risks and exposure are essential
for early mitigation to avoid the shutdown of the transmission link.

The effective distribution of energy can be seen as serving in the public interest. In addition, the activity will
contribute to fulfilling the applicant’ s duty to provide reliable transmission of energy.

Test 1 satisfied? YES




TEST 2 Satisfactory alternatives

Comments

Section 16(1A)(a) of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 requires the Scottish Ministers to be satisfied that
there is no other satisfactory solution before a Basking Shark Licence can beissued for the Licensable
Operations.

The Westernlink cables ensure that the required network capability isin place to facilitate the anticipated
renewable generation and associated power flows across the Scotland to England transmission network
boundary.

Monitoring the integrity and condition (and depth of burial) of the installed cable is considered integral to plan
any maintenance required on the cable - for example if the cable has become exposed; which can cause a snag
incident. Remote sensing tools are the most suitable, efficient and least intrusive method to achieve the
inspection objectives. Technology is developing but at this time the methodology proposed, using high
frequency acoustic toals, is the only method which can provide a depth of burial on a powered cable.
Alternatives considered would either not be capable of tracking the cable at al the buria depths or would
require the cable to be offline for a duration of approximately 60 days, with the subsequent impact that would
entail for power transmission.

Test 2 satisfied? YES
TEST 3 Favour able conser vation status
Comments

NatureScot has concluded in its advice of 13 October 2025 that the activity will not be detrimental to the
maintenance of the populations of the species concerned at Favourable Conservation Status (FCS) in their
natural range.

Test 3 satisfied? YES

Date application received: 20/08/2025

Consultation start date: 18/09/2025 Consultation end date: 16/10/2025

Notes

Date title Text

National Marine Plan considerations:
The decision is: In accordance and no further action required

Comments: Aligns with NMP objective to support the generation, distribution and optimisation of electricity
from traditional and renewable sources to Scotland; and objectives in respect of renewable energy. In relation to
the specific abjectives that these licences interact with:




GEN 13 Noise: Development and use in the marine environment should avoid significant adverse effects of

man-made noise and vibration, especially on species sensitive to such effects. - The risk assessment concluded
negligible/minor impacts and appropriate mitigation has been suggested. NS have been consulted in relation to
the noise generated. We conclude that the noise levels produced, once mitigated, are not adverse to this policy.

GEN 19 Sound evidence: Decision making in the marine environment will be based on sound scientific and
socio—economic evidence. The application has been consulted on and conditions have been applied.

Date document generated: 25/11/2025



