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30 April 2025 

 

 

Attn: Marine Scotland Licensing Operations Team (MS-Lot) 

Granton Harbour – Marine Licenses (06807/19/0 (Dredging) 

Request for a Screening Opinion  

We write on behalf of our clients, Edinburgh Marina Granton Harbour Ltd, to formally request 

a screening opinion under The Marine Works (Environmental Impact Assessment) (Scotland) 

Regulations 2017 for the above-named project.  The screening request relates to a temporal 

extension to the above noted marine license to July 2028. 

As required by Part 2, Paragraph 10 of the above Regulations we have provided information 

relevant to this proposal (attached) which includes: 

(2)  A request for a screening opinion under paragraph (1) must include – 

a) a description of the location of the proposed works, including a plan sufficient to identify 

the area in which the works are proposed to be sited; 

b) a description of the proposed works, including in particular— 

(i) a list of all of the regulated activities which are proposed; 

(ii) a description of the physical characteristics of the proposed works and, 

where relevant, works to be decommissioned; and 

(iii) a description of the location of the proposed works, with particular regard to 

the environmental sensitivity of geographical areas likely to be affected; 

c) a description of the aspects of the environment likely to be significantly affected by the 

proposed works; and 

d) a description of any likely significant effects, to the extent of the information available 

on such effects, of the proposed works on the environment resulting from either, or 

both, of the following:— 

(i) the expected residues and emissions and the production of waste, where 

relevant; 

(ii) the use of natural resources, in particular soil, land, water and biodiversity. 

(3) A request for a screening opinion may, in addition to the information required in 

accordance with paragraph (2), also be accompanied by a description of any features 

of the proposed works or proposed measures envisaged to avoid or prevent significant 

adverse effects on the environment. 

(4) The information referred to in paragraph (2) is to be compiled taking into account, 

where relevant— 
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a) the selection criteria set out in schedule 3; and 

b) the available results of any relevant assessment. 

 

The information provided is drawn from a desk-based appraisal of the site in relation to its 

environmental setting. 

If you have any questions related to the information provided, please do not hesitate to 

contact the undersigned. 

 

Yours sincerely 

for EnviroCentre Limited 

(issued electronically) 

Emma Cormack Campbell Stewart 

Principal Consultant Director 

 

Enc:  
 

 

CC: 
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Granton Harbour License 06807/19/0 (Dredging) 

Introduction 

Edinburgh Marina Granton Harbour Ltd seek a formal Screening Opinion from Marine 

Directorate as the Consenting Authority under Part 2, Regulation 10(1) of the Marine EIA 

Regulations in respect of the temporal variation of the capital dredge license for Granton 

Harbour.  The approximate Grid Reference for the site is 323710 677705 with the site 

boundary shown in Drawing No 776305-GIS001, Appendix A.  

Site Location 

Granton Harbour lies on the Firth of Forth, about 1.6km west of Newhaven and 4km north of 

Edinburgh City centre. The harbour sits within the Granton Harbour regeneration development 

area which fronts the Firth of Forth. It is approximately 9.5Ha in size, bounded to the north by 

the Western Breakwater, to the east by the Eastern Harbour and to the south by Granton 

Waterfront Development.   

Proposed Temporal Variation 

Since issuing the current dredge license, funding amendment have resulted in the harbour 

development being redesigned resulting in a reduction in the dredge area.  This redesign 

has delayed the development programme thereby necessitating this request to extend the 

capital dredge license by 3 years to July 2028.  

Additional samples have recently been collected to assess the quality of the sediment which 

has accumulated at surface since the original sampling was undertaken at the request of 

MDLOT. Information from this sampling exercise, will be submitted to support the temporal 

extension request in due course. 

Environmental Appraisal of the Proposals 

The 2018 EIAR identified that the main concerns in relation to the proposed capital dredging 

activities to be:  

• The Water Environment, in particular waves, sediment transport and water quality; 

• Ecology in relation to Ornithology, Marine Mammals & Non-Native Species; and 

• Navigation resulting from the breakwater extension. 
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The 2018 EIAR considered the above and defined appropriate mitigation measures to limit 

any environmental impact as summarised in the Schedule of Mitigation and Dredging 

Environmental Management Plan dated November 2019 (Document Reference Number 

8794) and the Construction Environmental Management Plan dated March 2022 (Document 

Reference Number 9879).   

Due to the proximity of works to European designated sites, the marine license applications 

were accompanied by a Habitats Regulation Appraisal (refer to Edinburgh Marina, Technical 

Appendix 5-4: Habitat Regulation Appraisal, Ref 8399, dated 28 September 2018) to 

determine the effect of the proposed development on the qualifying features of surrounding 

environmental designated sites.  The resulting Appropriate Assessment concluded that if 

mitigation measures outlined within the EIAR were adhered to, along with the pollution 

prevention mitigation described in Chapter13 of the HRA report, then there would be no 

significant effects on the integrity of the designated sites with regard to the conservation 

objectives for the sites’ qualifying features. 

The development redesign has reduced the dredge area from what was assessed in 2018. 

We are therefore of the opinion that the proposals to extend the capital dredge license to 

July 2028 will not have a significant impact on the environment. 
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