
NOTICE OF INTENTION TO CARRY OUT AN EXEMPTED ACTIVITY

Person or company carrying out the activity:  

Contact address:

Contact telephone:

Contact email:

Commencement date and expected completion date of activity:    

Location of activity (please provide latitude and longitude co-ordinates of the boundary points of the 
project and mark on a map): 

Description of activity (for benthic surveys or sediment removal, give an estimate of the number of 
grabs/cores/trial pits to be undertaken and for deployment of equipment, include the period of time it 
will be in place, it’s purpose, and expected position e.g. sea bed or water column):




	Person or company carrying out the activity: Kincardine Offshore Windfarm Ltd. 
	Contact address: Saltire Court, 20 Castle Terrace, Edinburgh, EH1 2EN
	Contact telephone: 07712864013
	Contact email: allan@macaskill-associates.com
	Commencement date and expected completion date of activity: Exact dates are to be determined between 1st November 2016 - 31st October 2018
	project and mark on a map: Please see attached map which shows the indicative locations of borehole and vibrocore sampling to be undertaken within the survey area identified around the Kincardine Offshore Wind Farm Project Site. The number and final location of samples is anticipated to change during further engineering works and when final substructure and anchor orientations are defined. 
	will be in place its purpose and expected position eg sea bed or water column: A geotechnical investigation for the Kincardine Offshore Windfarm Development Area and Offshore Export Cable Corridor is required to provide ground information to enable safe and robust design of the wind turbine generators and associated cabling. The survey within the Development Area is likely to consist of 32 sampling boreholes to a maximum depth of 50m removing up to 0.40 cubic meters of sediment per borehole and/or piezocone penetration tests (CPTs). The survey within the Export Cable Corridor will consist of 36 Vibrocores or drop cores (depending on the soil type) to a depth of 10m removing 0.18 cubic meters of sediment per core and CPTs.
It is expected that borehole drilling operations will have a duration of approximately 32 days, and the vibrocore/drop core operation will have a duration of approximately 7 days. This estimate does not include delays due to equipment breakdown, inclement weather or crew changes. The exact duration is also subject to change depending on ground conditions encountered. 
The work is planned to commence between 1st November 2016 and be completed no later than 31st October 2018, however exact dates are unknown. When a contractor has been appointed and exact dates are known a Notice to Mariners will be issued and a notice will be placed in the Kingfisher Fortnightly Bulletin.
A Habitats Regulations Appraisal - Information to inform an Appropriate Assessment report was prepared as part of the wind farm Marine Licence and S36 Licence applications. This identified all the designated and draft conservation areas (SPAs and SACs) which are to be considered as part of the Appropriate Assessment. The report shows that the survey site identified in the attached map does not fall within any of these designated sites and therefore the removal of sediments from the seabed as part of this process will therefore not impact any designated sites. The report also considered the potential for disturbance due to vessel traffic during construction and maintenance of the wind farm, and concludes that the increased vessel activity is unlikely to result in a barrier effect to marine mammals as they are already used to a medium level of vessel traffic moving throughout the area from Aberdeen Harbour. Therefore, the presence of the vessels for the geotechnical surveys are also unlikely to cause a barrier effect to marine mammals. 
Furthermore the survey area does not coincide with any designated shellfish harvesting areas. 
In regards for the potential for encountering marine archaeological sites, the EIA conducted for the Kincardine Offshore Wind Farm identified that there are potential sites which may be encountered in the Development Area. It is anticipated that the geophysical survey will take place prior to the geotechnical survey which will give a clearer indication of the location of any existing known (named and unknown) wreck sites and UXOs. The proposed turbine and export cable trenches will then be further reined which in turn may change the proposed sampling locations identified in the attached map so that any sensitive wrecks are avoided. If, however, for some reason a site is not identified as part of the geophysical survey but is encountered during the geotechnical survey, or if the geotechnical survey is conducted ahead of the geophysical survey and a site is encountered, a reporting protocol will be implemented. This protocol will be in line with The Crown Estate (2014) Protocol for Archaeological Discoveries: Offshore Renewables Projects. A Protocol for Archaeological Discoveries (PAD) provides a system for reporting and investigating unexpected archaeological discoveries encountered during construction and installation works. All finds are reported through the PAD Implementation Service (IS), and are researched by members of the IS team. Identified information is disseminated to everyone involved in the reporting of the find (roles are defined within the PAD) and recorded in relevant national databases.
 
 


