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Introduction

This Marine Planning Supporting Statement has been prepared by Fairhurst (the
‘Agent’) on behalf of the St. Andrews Harbour Trust (the ‘Applicant) for works at the
St. Andrews Harbour North West Slipway, Fife (herein after referred to as ‘the
Proposed Scheme’). This statement is submitted to accompany a Marine Licence
application for the following:

“Engineering operations to repair and reinstate a section of wall and adjoining slipway
to the North West Slipway at St Andrews Harbour.”

This Marine Supporting Statement covers the following key issues:

e Site Description;

e Proposed Works;

e Marine Planning History;

e Marine Policy Assessment; and

e Technical Considerations.

This Marine Planning Supporting Statement sets out all of the relevant information that
should be taken into account by Marine Scotland (MS) in the determination of this
Marine Licence application. Fairhurst consider that all material considerations have
been addressed within this Marine Planning Supporting Statement and all additional
information required for determining the application has been provided within the

submitted drawings and other application documents.

This Marine Planning Supporting Statement pertains to the repair and restoration of St.
Andrews Harbour North West Slipway. The Proposed Scheme set out in this statement
is the reinstatement of a damaged section of harbour wall and slipway to provide a
long-term replacement enabling the site to support harbour operations. A Planning
Application has also been submitted to Fife Council with regard to landside works

involved in this development proposal.
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2.0 Site Description

Site and Surroundings

2.1  The Proposed Scheme looks to repair and reinstate the North West Slipway at St
Andrews Harbour. The site is located to the north east of St. Andrews, a historic seaside
town on the east coast of Scotland. The application site forms part of St. Andrews
Harbour and is bordered to the north by St. Andrews Bay (the North Sea), to the south
by Shorehead Road and Kinness Burn, to the east by St. Andrews Pier and to the west

by St. Andrews Cathedral and its grounds.

2 " Logation of North
.- West slipway-works

Figre v est slipay and the harbour wall (See Drawing 163726-9002 for
Site Location Plan)

2.2 The harbour at St Andrews is a particularly well-preserved example of a Scottish
vernacular structure that is substantially unspoilt by modernisation, thus preserving

much of its pre-industrial authenticity.

2.3 The harbour is the result of a progressive sequence of structural development from the
16th to 20th centuries and previous repair and restoration efforts have occurred across
the wider site. Historical records suggest that St Andrews Harbour developed from
timber structures in medieval times to one of stone, reputably quarried from the ruins

of the Cathedral and the Castle from the 16th Century onwards.

2.4 St Andrews Harbour, and the North West slipway, is designated as a Category “A” listed
building (LB40596). It is also noted that the following listed buildings and scheduled
monuments are within approximately 50m of the site: “BELLROCK TAVERN, (MRS
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SEKALEKA) SHOREHEAD” (LB40597); “KIRKHEUGH COTTAGE, SHOREHEAD”

(LB40598); and “St Andrews Cathedral and Priory and adjacent ecclesiastical remains”

(SM13322). The site is also located within St. Andrews Conservation Area and as such,
is a site of exceptional historic importance.

2.5 The proposed development is located approximately 160m away from the nearest
ecological designation, the Special Protection Area (SPA) the Outer Firth of Forth and
St Andrews Bay Complex. The SPA spans approximately 272,068ha and was
designated in 2020 to protect the value of the site for the 28 protected species of birds
including the endangered Atlantic Puffin.

2.6 Scottish Environment Protection Agency (SEPA) flood mapping! has been consulted
for an assessment of Flood Risk at the site for Surface Water, River, and Coastal
flooding. The results are shown below in Figures 2, illustrating where the site is at risk
of all three types of flooding. The water environment has been discussed in greater

detail within the Policy Assessment section of this Statement.
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Figure 2: (Right to left) Surface Water Flooding, Coastal Flooding & River Flooding

1 SEPA Flood Maps
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Project Background

As discussed above, the Proposed Scheme looks to repair and reinstate the North
West Slipway and section of wall at St Andrews Harbour following gradual deterioration
of the slipway, following significant damage occurring in 2003 and a monitored decline
in condition thereafter, with full loss of the structure in 2023.

Loose stone on the site causing further erosion is ‘Alien Material’ used as part of a
programme of coastal cliff stabilisation in the 70’s. The loose rock was used to create
a rock armour defence along the base of the eroding cliff face, the intention being to
dissipate wave impact and so protect the cliff-face stabilisation works. However, time
has shown this rock armour defence to have been ineffective. The rock was quickly
scattered by wave action. The loose stone now serves only to scour the area and to be

catapulted against the ramp during storms, leading to further coastal erosion.

In 2020, the client and Fife Council’'s Archaeological Unit warned that if left unchecked,
it would result in the ever-increasing loss of historic harbour fabric, ultimately leading
to complete loss. In October 2023, Storm Babet, an intense extratropical cyclone from
18th to 21st October that the UK Met Office identified as a ‘Red Warning’ for eastern

Scotland, caused significant damage to the harbour wall and slipway.

Subsequent coastal erosion via wave action resulted in further loss of the slipway and
historical masonry of the harbour wall immediately behind. A 15.5m section of the North
West slipway, including seaward facing wall, and a section of the rear wall measuring
around 12.5m in length were lost. Fife Council provided emergency response,
backfilling the void with a geotextile liner and large sub angular igneous rock

armour/boulders. Figure 3 below shows the extent of the damage on the site.
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Figure 3: Aerial Photographs of the site obtained in 2023
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Marine Planning History

Fairhurst have reviewed Marine Scotland’s online case management system register
for relevant Marine Licence applications and licences relating to the application site

and its immediate surroundings.
Site Specific

Reference — SCR-0094

The above referenced request for an Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA)
Screening Opinion was undertaken for the Proposed Development in order to
establish Marine Scotland’s screening opinion regarding the likelihood of “significant
effects” as a result of engineering works for the replacement of the North West
slipway and damaged harbour wall. It was opined in a letter dated 18" December
2024 (Ref: SCR-0094) that an EIA would not be required for the Proposed Scheme.

Surrounding Area

The online case management system register also contained the following Marine
Licence application within the surrounding area which is considered to be relevant to

the Proposed Scheme:

Marine Licence ID- 06180/20/0

The subject of this Marine Licence was the replacement of Seven Horizontal
Geotextile Well Screens at East Sands, St Andrews, Fife. This is in an adjacent
location to the application site and the purpose of these screens are to filter
unwanted material. This licence was granted for the works to occur over the period
16/04/2020 — 30/04/2021.

Following this Marine Licence review, it is considered that the proposed development
is in keeping with ongoing and previous activities that have taken place within the

surrounding area, and will assist in the approval and execution of this application.
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4.0 Proposed Works

4.1  The description of the proposed scheme is:

“Engineering Operations to repair and reinstate a section of wall and adjoining slipway

the North West Slipway at St Andrews Harbour”.

4.2  The proposed reinstatement consists of a cast in-situ reinforced concrete wall forming
the seaward face of the slipway, and also to the area of replacement harbour wall. The
concrete wall will be toed into the existing rockhead. This will involve the use of a “rock

wheel” to form the key into rock.

4.3 A feasibility study has been undertaken and has been submitted in support of this
planning application. A preferred option has been selected through wider stakeholder
engagement during pre-application engagement for its structural stability, robustness
and long-term durability. It is also aligns with the ‘Conservative Repair’ method of
conservation of heritage assets, aiming to be honest with the repairs and not attempt
to disguise new for old. Figure 4 below shows the Proposed Scheme from a westerly

facing angle.
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Figure 4: Proposed Scheme - Extract from Drawing No: 163726-2001_CROSS SECTIONS
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4.4  Reinforced concrete walls will be required both against the existing landside and at
the seaward face of the slipway and will be tied into a reinforced concrete slab which
will secure the vertical walls and act as a diaphragm type structure, enhancing the

long-term robustness of the replacement wall.

45 The seaward wall will be clad in a simple finish fair faced concrete, and the slipway
surface would be reinstated using reclaimed sandstone setts from the foreshore where
possible, or new sandstone setts sourced from elsewhere if required. Submitted
drawing no: 163726-2000_PROPOSED SLIPWAY REINSTATEMENT G.A. proposes
an outline method of works. Figure 5 below shows an ‘indicative 3D view’ of the repaired

and reinstated wall and slipway from the North Sea.

=

Figure 5: Extract from Drawing 163726/2002, SLIPWAY REINSTATEMENT ELEVATION AND
INDICATIVE 3D VIEWS.

10
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5.0 Marine Policy Assessment

5.1  This chapter provides an assessment against the policies and vision of the UK wide
Marine Policy Statement (MPS)? and Scotland’s National Marine Plan (NMP)?3,

5.2 The MPS is the Framework for preparing Marine Plans and making decisions affecting
the marine environment. Decisions must be made in accordance with the MPS unless
relevant considerations indicate otherwise. The NMP was adopted in 2015 and became

Scotland’s Framework for Managing their Seas.

Marine Policy Statement

5.3  As the primary framework for preparing and deciding proposals affecting the marine
environment, the Marine and Coastal Access Act 2009 states that decisions must be

made in accordance with the MPS unless relevant considerations indicate otherwise.

5.4  The UK vision for the marine environment is for “clean, healthy, safe, productive and
biologically diverse oceans and seas”. There are a number of UK high-level marine
objectives which set out the broad outcomes for the marine area and reflect the

principles of sustainable development. The objectives include:

e Achieving a sustainable marine economy;
e Ensuring a strong, healthy and just society;
e Living within environmental limits;

¢ Promoting good governance; and

e Using sound science responsibly.

5.5 The MPS states that “properly planned developments in the marine area can provide
environmental and social benefits as well as drive economic development”. The repair
and reinstatement of the section of wall and adjoining slipway will return this area to a
functioning part of harbour infrastructure and re-establish the usability of the slipway at
St Andrews Harbour. The Proposed Scheme will seek to support a healthy marine
ecosystem, and will actively mitigate further impact on surrounding marine ecology and

biodiversity by preventing further degradation of the former slipway.

2 https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/uk-marine-policy-statement
3 Scotland's National Marine Plan - gov.scot

11
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As acknowledged in the MPS, “Marine Plans should provide for continued, as well as
new, uses and developments in appropriate locations”. By bringing this aspect of the
harbour back into use, the proposal will restore the site area to an operational site for
both local fisherman and for wider commercial use and will contribute to the ongoing
repair of St. Andrews Harbour, in conjunction with current works to repair the pier which
will be assessed through the planning system by Fife Council.

The MPS states that the cumulative impact of developments within the area should be
considered. As noted above, there are no known ongoing construction projects in close
proximity to the proposed development, and the projects which have been identified in
Chapter 3 are completed or are associated with the project. The ongoing pier works are
on the landside, with no Marine Licence application submitted and as such is not a
consideration for works in the marine environment. Therefore, Fairhurst does not
consider that the impacts resulting from works will generate cumulative impacts in the
intertidal zone. Should any other applications be submitted, then it would fall upon those
future proposals to consider the cumulative impact of the works laid out by this

application.

The MPS states, in terms of seascape, that the effects of activities and developments
in the marine and coastal area on the landscape, including seascape, will vary on a
case-by-case basis according to “the type of activity, its location and its setting”. It is
considered that the Proposed Scheme serves to reconsolidate the historic links
between the land and its associated marine environment with an improvement to the
quality of the infrastructure, landscaping, and surfacing, thus generating an
improvement in the overall landscape and seascape in this location. Furthermore, the
change to the visual appearance of the site as a result of the proposed works, which
will generate a notable visible difference to the site, is considered to be a positive
change to the seascape, by making safe the unsightly deteriorating structure, and
creating a new upgraded slipway. Therefore, it is considered that there will be an overall

positive change to the surrounding seascape as a result of the proposed works.

The MPS states that any development should not cause deterioration in the ecological
status of any water body, nor contribute to the failure to meet any status objectives. It
is considered that the proposed development would improve the current effects on the
surrounding waterbody and prevent any further degradation of the former slipway

structure.

12
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Overall, Fairhurst consider that the proposed development is in line with the MPS
concerning sustainable development, economic impact, environmental impact,

cumulative impact, and impacts on the water environment and seascape.

Scotland’s National Marine Plan

Policy GEN 14- Air Quality requires that development and use of the marine
environment should not result in the deterioration of air quality. Due to the works being
largely located within the water environment, there is limited scope for the disturbance
of dust as a result of the physical works, however, the movement of plant, the landside
works and the deposit of required material do have the potential to temporarily

generate localised air quality impacts.

This proposal also brings forward potential impacts of the movement of plant and
vehicles during the construction phase, resulting in the release of greenhouse gas
emissions. Although it is recognised that there will be a temporary increase in vehicle
movements in order to transport plant, staff, and construction materials to and from
the site, due to the fact that the works are minimal and restorative, it is considered that

the temporary effects have been minimised as far as is reasonably practicable.

A range of mitigation measures which seek to reduce air quality impacts will be
employed, including treatment facilities to enable removal of pollutants and onsite
environmental monitoring during the works. Overall, the various mitigation methods to
be employed will ensure that dust is minimised as far as possible, and any run-off
contaminated with sediment as a result of the dust control measures is contained and

treated appropriately prior to discharge.

The works will avoid greenhouse gas and dust emissions as far as possible, and have
will implement a range of mitigation measures to further control and minimise the

effects. Therefore, it is considered that the proposals accord with Policy GEN 14.

Policy GEN 9 Natural heritage requires that development must not result in significant
impact on the national status of Priority Marine Features and must protect and, where
appropriate, enhance the health of the marine area. The site is located approximately
160m away from the nearest ecological designation, the Special Protection Area (SPA)
the Outer Firth of Forth and St Andrews Bay Complex. It is considered that the SPA is

13
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a sufficient enough distance away that the proposed development could not have any

impact upon the SPA. In fact, it is considered that the Proposed Scheme would prevent
the further degradation and spreading of the ‘Alien Material’ deposited on the site as
part of the coastal cliff stabilisation effort in the 1970s. The design of the slipway has
been developed in order to minimise the habitat footprint which may be adversely
affected during the construction phase and general protection measures are to be
implemented in order to minimise the ecological impacts of the proposals to further

provide for important ecological features in the area.

Landside habitat area and thus connectivity will be controlled through the Planning

process as a part of the relevant statutory requirements.

It is acknowledged that there will be a temporary increase in disturbance during the
construction phase of the proposed development, however, due to the nature of the
works being within the intertidal area with works to be undertaken in the dry and from
land as far as practicable, rather than within the channel itself, there is limited potential
for adverse effects upon native priority species migration (Salmon, European Eel,
Lamprey and Sea Trout). As such, it is considered that there is no requirement for
further mitigation of the works or compensation for any loss of habitat as a result of

these works, and thus the proposals are in accordance with GEN 9- Natural heritage.

Policy GEN 8- Coastal process and flooding requires that developments “should be
resilient to coastal change and flooding, and not have unacceptable adverse impact
on coastal processes or contribute to coastal flooding”. Policy GEN 5 Climate change
states that planners and decision makers must 'act in a way best calculated to mitigate
and adapt to climate change.’ The proposal entails the reinstatement of defunct coastal
infrastructure which has been eroded as a result of coastal processes and storm
events. The proposed repair and reinstatement of the wall and adjoining slipway, has
been designed to be a robust, long-term replacement. This will enable the future-
proofing of the site for local and commercial use over its lifetime and will improve its
resilience to weather events and assist in adaption to climate change therefore in

accordance with policies GEN 8, and GEN 5.

GEN 21 Cumulative impacts states that “cumulative impacts affecting the ecosystem

of the marine plan are should be addressed in decision making and plan

14
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implementation” The proposed works constitute a relatively small extent of marine

works which are to be undertaken largely in the dry and/or from the landside. As a
result, the EIA screening opinion of Marine Scotland stated that the Proposed
Development was not likely to generate significant effects.

Furthermore, as demonstrated within Chapter 3 of this report, there are no known
ongoing projects in close proximity to the works, meaning the Proposed Scheme will
simply generate an addition to previously acceptable activities within St Andrews
Harbour. Therefore, the works are in accordance with GEN 21 and any subsequent
proposals will be required to consider the cumulation of effects with these works at

such stage which any such proposals are brought forward.

Policy FISHERIES 1 states that “existing fishing opportunities and activities should be
safeguarded wherever possible”. By returning the site to an operational slipway, the
proposed development will provide appropriate infrastructure to support local
fishermen and other marine-based activity. This policy also states that decision
makers should ensure “Improved protection of the seabed and historical and
archaeological remains requiring protection through effective identification of high-risk
areas”. The proposed development involves repairing and reinstating part of a
historical Category “A” listed building. Currently, the site is degrading and causing
further damage to the surrounding harbour and the marine environment. This proposal
would prevent this high-risk area from declining further and causing irreparable

damage to the historic environment.

Policy GEN 15 Planning alignment A states that “Marine and terrestrial plans should
align to support marine and land-based components required by development and
seek to facilitate appropriate access to the shore and sea.” It is considered that the
Proposed Scheme of the repair and reinstatement of the former slipway are essential
to safeguard activities and achieve the capacity and site capabilities which will ensure
the futureproofing of the harbour. In light of this, the works comply with Policy
FISHERIES 1 and GEN 15, as this proposal supports integration between marine and

terrestrial systems by facilitating public access.

Policy GEN 11 Marine litter requires that projects “take measures to address marine
litter where appropriate and in doing so, minimise and mitigate waste entering the
marine environment”. A method statement will be in place to ensure general

‘workmanlike’ practice with regards to site cleanliness. This will ensure that any

15
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material generated as a part of the proposed works is correctly treated with regard to

potential marine pollution/littering. It is considered that appropriate measures can be
put in place, therefore the Proposed Scheme can be brought forward in accordance
with policy GEN 11.

Policy TRANSPORT 4 supports the “maintenance, repair and sustainable
development of port and harbour facilities in support of other sectors”. This proposal
to secure the landside capacity through the repair and reinstatement a section of wall
and adjoining slipway of St Andrews Harbour is in keeping with the existing uses in
the vicinity, which comprise general harbour activities. The works will contribute to the
economic sustainability of those activities through ensuring that the facilities on the
Harbour are suitable for the growing need for more space to service Harbour

operations.

Policy GEN 7 Landscape/seascape states that, “seascape, landscape and visual
impact” should be taken into account by marine planners and decision makers. The
seascape and landscape that surrounds the proposed development is, and has
historically been, in Harbour use which the Proposed Scheme is in keeping with. Once
complete the reinstated wall and slipway will provide an improved view of the harbour
from St. Andrews Bay as the degraded coastal infrastructure will be replaced with an
improved and useable slipway. The harbour area constitutes a Category “A” listed
building (LB40596). The Proposed Scheme has been designed to comply with the
‘Conservative Repair’ method of conservation of heritage assets, aiming to be honest

with the repairs and to not attempt to disguise new for old.

The feasibility study undertaken (submitted as part of the application) was informed by
a St Andrews Trust report ‘Monitoring of damage and erosion of the North-west
Slipway St Andrews Harbour’, which outlined that modern construction methods would
be the preferred methodology. Proposals are to reinstate the damaged section of

harbour wall and slipway in order to provide a robust, long-term replacement.

By incorporating a reinforced concrete slab and tied vertical walls that enhance
structural stability, the slipway will be able to withstand future environmental
pressures, including storm events and coastal erosion, without detracting from the

site’s character.

16



Document Ref: D/I/D/163726/004
St. Andrews Slipway Reinstatement- Marine Planning Supporting Statement

5.28

5.29

5.30

51

5.2

FAIRHURST

The proposal provides a preservation opportunity and in doing so acknowledges the

contribution to the historic and visual significance of the area, ensuring it continues to

function as an integral part of the harbour’s identity.

As such, no adverse impacts on seascapes and landscapes are expected, rather a
revival of distinctive character features of the landscape and addition of useable

features are anticipated as a result of the works.

Policy GEN 13 Noise states that “Development and use in the marine environment
should avoid significant adverse effects of man-made noise and vibration, especially
on species sensitive to such effects.” Piling will not be required for the proposed marine
activities included in this licence application, but some impulsive noise may be
generated as a result of the works. However, standard measures will be taken to
mitigate the impact of impulsive noise upon sensitive receptors. This is in accordance
with Policy GEN 13.

Policy GEN 12 Water quality and resource requires that “developments and activities
should not result in a deterioration of the quality of water to which the Water Framework

Directive, Marine Strategy Framework Directive or other related Directives apply.”

In relation to the risk of impacts on water quality arising from the proposed
development, an outline method of works accompanies this application (drawing no:
163726-2000_PROPOSED SLIPWAY REINSTATEMENT G.A.), which illustrates that
proposed measures like the installation of a rock bag temporary sea defence around
the works area will help avoid any adverse impacts on the surrounding water
environment. In terms of hydromorphology, there is an identified additional impact
where a new surface is being created, especially where a hard material, such as the
proposed slipway is to be introduced to the waterbody. The nature of the proposed
development will, necessarily, create a new solid surface within St Andrews Bay which
has the potential to alter the flows of the waterbody. The proposed development
comprises the reinstatement of the former slipway and will fundamentally be a like for
like replacement. This, alongside the fact that the extent of the proposed works in
context of the North Sea coast is so small that any effects as a result of the lost volume
is considered to be negligible. This demonstrates that the proposal is in keeping with
the aims of Policy GEN 12.

17
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Technical Considerations

Fairhurst have considered the acceptability of the proposed development in relation
to the following matters:

e Principle of Development;
¢ Design and Heritage; and

e Ecology and Biodiversity.

Principle of Development

6.2

6.3

6.4

6.5

The principle of development is to be established by reviewing the proposed works in
accordance with relevant Marine Planning Policy, an exercise that has been

undertaken in Chapter 5 above.

The Proposed Scheme constitutes the repair and reinstatement of a section of wall
and adjoining slipway. The aim of the project is to reinstate this section of the Harbour,

enabling use of the site to support Harbour operations across various sectors.

Three policies of the Scottish National Marine Plan (NMP) work together to provide
baseline guidance for sustainable, social and economically beneficial development.
Policy GEN 1 outlines the presumption in favour of sustainable development and use
of the marine environment when consistent with the policies and objectives of the
NMP. Policy GEN 2 states that development which provides economic benefit to
Scottish communities is encouraged. Policy GEN 3 states that proposals which
provide social benefits is encouraged. In this way, the NMP supports proposals which
will stimulate an increase in marine-related employment opportunities and by
extension improves the social and economic aptitude of the area. This means that
Marine Licence decisions should help create conditions in which organisations can
invest, expand and adapt, in line with the proposed works. This is in line with the aims

of the proposed development.

This Proposed Scheme is considered to be fully compatible with the existing activity
in St. Andrews, and with wider policy ambitions for the growth of the marine industry
in the Scotland. Similarly, it is sensitive to the existing seascape, landscape and
character of the area, and to ecological receptors. As such, the Proposed Scheme is

considered to be fully compliant with the requirements of the NMP, aligned with the

18
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policy aims of GEN 1, 2, 3, 7 and 9 and, as such, should be supported in principle on

this basis.

Therefore, it is considered that the principle of the proposed development has been
established and is in accordance with the MPS and NMP.

Design and Heritage

6.7

6.8

6.9

6.10

The Proposed Scheme looks to repair and reinstate the North West Slipway at St
Andrews Harbour following gradual deterioration of the slipway, with significant
damage occurring in 2003 and a monitored decline in condition thereafter, with full loss
of the structure in 2023.

The surrounding area sets a precedent for acceptable development as the harbour at
St Andrews is a well-preserved example of a vernacular structure that remains unspoilt
by modernisation, preserving much of its authenticity. The site is also located within
St. Andrews Conservation Area and as such, the design of the scheme had to be

carefully considered to keep in line with the surrounding area.

A feasibility study has been undertaken and has been submitted in support of this
planning application. The preferred option has been selected through wider

stakeholder engagement due to its high quality, robustness and longevity.

It also keeps in line with the ‘Conservative Repair’ method of conservation of heritage
assets, aiming to be honest with the repairs and not attempt to disguise new for old.
Therefore it is considered that design and heritage have been duly considered and are
in line with Policy GEN 6 for the Historic Environment and Policy GEN 7 for Landscape

and Seascape.

Ecology and Biodiversity

6.11

Following a specific site search, information was collected to identify protected or
notable species which may occur on the proposed development site or in the local
area, as well as identifying statutory and non-statutory ecological sites which may have
the potential to be affected by the proposals. It is considered that there is limited risk

to any areas of high biodiversity value through the approval of this license due to the
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6.13

6.14
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fact that the location of the site is not situated within or near to any designated

ecological sites or higher sensitivity habitats.

Construction in close proximity to a watercourse has a number of identified pressure
pathways on biological elements through visual disruption, light pollution, and noise
and vibration, depending on the extent/location of the works.

The proposed development does not propose any extensive works such as pilling.
There are general protection measures being implemented in order to minimise the
ecological impacts of the proposals to further provide for important ecological features
in the area, including the installation of a rock bag temporary sea defence. It is also
noted that the implementation of the proposed works will prevent the further spread of
the ‘Alien Material’ deposited on site and further erosion and degradation of the

harbour wall as a result of scouring and coastal erosion.

As the site is not located within, or in close proximity to, any designated ecological
sites or higher sensitivity habitats and the proposal will implement construction phase
mitigation measures, it is considered that ecology and biodiversity has been duly
accommodated for within the proposal and as such, is in line with Policy GEN 9 Natural

Heritage and GEN 12 for Water Quality and resource.
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7.0 Conclusions

7.1 This Marine Licence Supporting Statement has been prepared by Fairhurst, on behalf
of St. Andrews Harbour Trust, to accompany a Marine Licence application for works
at the North West slipway located within the harbour.

7.2 This Marine Licence Supporting Statement has identified a number of contributing
factors in support of the proposal and illustrates a number of benefits to be derived
from the granting a Marine Licence for the proposal. This Statement also sets out that,
with appropriate mitigation, the proposed development will not result in any adverse

impacts on the marine environment of the area.
7.3 As such, Fairhurst considers that the principle of development is acceptable and the

development is in accordance with policies of the MPS and Scotland’s National Marine

Plan.
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	“Engineering Operations to repair and reinstate a section of wall and adjoining slipway the North West Slipway at St Andrews Harbour”.



