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Dear Kirsten, 

Electricity Act 1989 
The Electricity (Applications for Consent) Regulations 1990 
The Electricity Works (Environmental Impact Assessment) (Scotland) 
Regulations 2017 
Marine and Coastal Access Act 2009 
Marine (Scotland) Act 2010 
The Marine Works (Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 2007 
The Marine Works (Environmental Impact Assessment) (Scotland) 
Regulations 2017 

Caledonia Offshore Wind Farm Limited, Submission of Additional Information 
in Relation to the Applications for Consent to Construct and Operate a 
Generating Station, Caledonia North and Caledonia South Wind Farms and 
associated offshore transmission infrastructure.  

In November 2024, Caledonia Offshore Wind Farm Limited (COWFL) (the Applicant) 
submitted two applications for the development of the Caledonia North Offshore Wind 
Farm and the Caledonia South Offshore Wind Farm, hereafter referred to as Caledonia 
North and Caledonia South respectively, for up to 140 Wind Turbine Generators (WTG) 
in the Outer Moray Firth. These applications were submitted for: 

• Consents under Section 36 of the Electricity Act 1989 for the construction and 
operation of offshore generating stations (for Caledonia North, and for Caledonia 
South); and 

• Marine Licences under Part 4 of the Marine and Coastal Access Act 2009 for the 
for the deposit of substances and objects and the construction, alteration or 
improvement of works within the Scottish Offshore Region for Caledonia North 
(MS-00011014) and Caledonia South (MS-00011012); and 
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• Marine Licences under Part 4 of the Marine (Scotland) Act 2010 for deposits in 
the sea or under the seabed from a vessel which is loaded in Scotland or in the 
Scottish Marine Area, for the Offshore Transmission Infrastructure (OfTI) 
associated with the Caledonia North (MS-00011015) and Caledonia South (MS-
00011013).  

The offshore application was supported by an Environmental Impact Assessment Report 
(EIAR) prepared in accordance with the relevant EIA Regulations, a Report to Inform 
an Appropriate Assessment (RIAA) and Derogation Case, which were both prepared in 
accordance with the Habitats Regulations, compensation package and other supporting 
documents including an Offshore Planning Statement and Pre-Application Consultation 
(PAC) Report. 

The documents included within this submission have been prepared in response to a 
formal request from Marine Directorate Licensing and Operations Team (MD-LOT), on 
behalf of Scottish Ministers, dated 17 July 2025, for the provision of Additional 
Information in relation to the original application in line with regulation 19 of the 
Electricity Works (Environmental Impact Assessment) (Scotland) Regulations 2017 
(“the 2017 EW Regulations”), regulation 14 of the Marine Works (Environmental Impact 
Assessment) Regulations 2007 (“the 2007 MW Regulations”), and regulation 21 of the 
Marine Works (Environmental Impact Assessment (Scotland) Regulations 2017 (“the 
2017 MW Regulations”).  

This additional information request pertains to the Offshore applications only and is 
relevant to both the Caledonia North and Caledonia South Offshore Wind Farm 
applications collectively and as standalone applications.  

The Applicant has also included supplementary information to the request from MD-LOT 
to provide further clarification and evidence in relation to specific points and areas of 
concern raised by key stakeholders. New information and reassessments are 
incorporated into the Addendum as well as any refinements to the Design Envelope 
since the consent applications were submitted in November 2024. Updates to the design 
envelope include a reduction in anchor piles per Tension Leg Platform (floating) 
foundation. 

The enclosed documents within this submission, when considered alongside the EIAR, 
should ensure that the Scottish Ministers have all the necessary information required to 
make a reasoned and informed decision on the Section 36 and Marine Licence 
applications made by COWFL for Caledonia North and Caledonia South. 
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MD-LOT Request for Additional Information 
A summary of the request by MD-LOT for each receptor has been included below 
however, full details can be found within the Caledonia Offshore Wind Farm EIAR and 
HRA Addendum. 

Ornithology  
i. Updated screening and apportioning of the RIAA, with subsequent consideration 

of the requirement for further Population Viability Analysis (“PVA”) in line with 
NatureScot guidance.  

ii. An updated assessment of disturbance and displacement from vessels within the 
Moray Firth SPA. Further information should be included on the methodology and 
worst-case scenario used for the assessment of vessel disturbance to the 
qualifying species of the Moray Firth SPA. The assessment must be completed for 
each of the qualifying species of the SPA and information should be included on 
the potential impacts of disturbance on the ability of the qualifying species to 
access prey supporting habitat.  

iii. A PVA assessment with regards to collision risk for great black backed gull at 
Copinsay SPA and Hoy SPA, for both project alone and in combination with other 
projects.  

iv. A qualitative assessment for the cumulative assessment of distributional 
responses during construction and decommissioning for ornithology, in line with 
the NatureScot representation dated 25 June 2025. 

v. Cumulative and in-combination assessments for Caledonia North and Caledonia 
South individually.   

MD-LOT also requested that several notable points raised by NatureScot be addressed: 

i. Clarification on the approach to use a value of 0 for stochastic Nocturnal Activity 
Factor (NAF) for great skua in Collision Risk Modelling (CRM). If unable to justify, 
reassessment required using the stochastic NAF value of 0.125 as advised by 
NatureScot. 

ii. NatureScot seeks clarification on the frequency of vessel movements in a given 
timeframe in the Offshore Export Cable Corridor (OECC) during construction, 
whether the activity will be concentrated in a short period or spread across 
construction phase, and how this compares to existing traffic levels. 

Southern Trench ncMPA  
Require further assessment on predicted cumulative impact of wave height on 
geodiversity features. Coastal receptors including Sites of Special Scientific Interest 
(SSSIs) designated for coastal geomorphology and/or habitats to be considered. 
Additionally, project alone and cumulative assessment required on the potential impacts 
of permanent habitat loss on the burrowed mud feature of the Southern Trench NC MPA. 
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Physical Processes  
As advised by the Marine Directorate’s Science, Evidence, Data and Digital Portfolio 
(MD-SEDD), further clarification and evidence is required to characterise the baseline 
water column structure to support findings presented in the EIA Report, and to assess 
seasonal stratification in the region. 

Shadow Derogation Case  
Applicant advised to consider the submission of an updated shadow derogation case, as 
part of the Habitats Regulation Appraisal (HRA), to address NatureScot and RSPB’s 
concerns on the appropriateness of the current proposed compensation measures to 
offset predicted impacts to seabirds. 

Marine Mammals 
NatureScot were unable to conclude no adverse effect on site integrity for the Moray 
Firth SAC regarding behavioural disturbance from piling driving during the construction 
of Caledonia North, Caledonia South alone, collectively, and in-combination with other 
projects. MD-LOT did not consider the comments to include a request for additional 
information and agreed that comments can be addressed through the MD-LOT gap 
analysis template.  

At the time, MD-LOT was aware that the applicant was in discussions with relevant 
stakeholders regarding the advice provided by NatureScot in relation to Marine 
Mammals and potential further assessment, and confirmed that should the applicant 
wish to submit outputs from such discussions in support of the application, MD-LOT may 
consider this as additional information, under the relevant EIA Regulations.   

The Applicant has decided to submit additional information following recent discussions 
and a revision of the methodology used to assess disturbance from pile driving. 
Acceptance and written confirmation of the proposed change was provided by MD-LOT 
on 3rd September 2025 on behalf of NatureScot and MD-SEDD. In addition, 
reassessment of disturbance was required following the refinement of the Design 
Envelope which resulted in a reduction of the total number of piling days. 

Additional Assessments 
Although no specific request was made by MD-LOT, NatureScot recommended an 
ecosystem-level assessment and raised concerns about cumulative impacts on herring 
and sandeel, and disagreed with some conclusions on spawning habitat. 

In response, the Applicant has produced an Ecosystem Level Effects report and provided 
a Herring Additional information Note to address concerns. 
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Documentation Enclosed 

The Addendum to the EIA is designated as Volume 8 as continuation from Volumes 1 to 
7 of the original application documents. The documentation submitted as part of the 
Caledonia Addendum includes: 

• This cover letter which summarises the request for additional information and the 
submission structure. 

• Volume 8: Addendum  

o Caledonia Offshore Wind Farm EIAR and HRA Addendum 

o Appendix 1: Marine and Coastal Processes Stratification Technical Note 

o Appendix 2: Ecosystem Level Effects 

o Appendix 3: Herring Additional Information Note 

o Appendix 4: Ornithology Additional Information Report (Caledonia OWF) 

o Appendix 5: Ornithology Additional Information Report (Caledonia North) 

o Appendix 6:  Ornithology Additional Information Report (Caledonia 
South) 

o Appendix 7:  Ornithology HRA Screening (Caledonia OWF) 

o Appendix 8:  Ornithology HRA Screening (Caledonia North) 

o Appendix 9:  Ornithology HRA Screening (Caledonia South) 

o Appendix 10: Ornithology Apportioning Technical Report (Caledonia 
OWF) 

o Appendix 11: Ornithology Apportioning Technical Report (Caledonia 
North) 

o Appendix 12: Ornithology Apportioning Technical Report (Caledonia 
South) 

o Appendix 13: Ornithology Apportioning Results (Caledonia OWF) 

o Appendix 14: Ornithology Apportioning Results (Caledonia North) 

o Appendix 15: Ornithology Apportioning Results (Caledonia South) 

o Appendix 16: Ornithology PVA Technical Report (Caledonia OWF) 

o Appendix 17: Ornithology PVA Technical Report (Caledonia North) 

o Appendix 18: Ornithology PVA Technical Report (Caledonia South) 

o Appendix 19: Moray Firth SPA Assessment (Disturbance/Displacement) - 
Vessel Traffic (O&M) 

o Appendix 20: Moray Firth SPA Assessment (Disturbance/Displacement) - 
Vessel Traffic (Construction) 
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o Appendix 21: Offshore Ornithology Distributional Responses Technical 
Report - Review of Relevant Evidence 

o Appendix 22: Marine Mammals Clarifications and Piling Re-assessment 
Methodology 

o Appendix 23: Marine Mammals iPCoD Results (Caledonia OWF) 

o Appendix 24: Marine Mammals iPCoD Results (Caledonia North) 

o Appendix 25: Marine Mammals iPCoD Results (Caledonia South) 

o Appendix 26: Marine Mammals Results and Discussion 

o Appendix 27: Cumulative Offshore Export Cable Corridor Vessel 
Disturbance Technical Note 

o Appendix 28: Marine Mammals RIAA Updates 

o Appendix 29: Addendum to the Caledonia North and South 
Compensation Plans 

o Appendix 30: Refined Outline Implementation and Monitoring Plan (IMP) 

o Appendix 31: Moray Firth Special Protected Area Long-Term Vessel 
Traffic Assessment 

o Appendix 32: National Trust for Scotland Letter of Intent 

o Appendix 33: Marine Protected Area Assessment Update: Burrowed Mud 

o Appendix 34: East Caithness Cliffs Site Assessment Report - 
(Confidential) 

Public Notices / Advertisements 
We confirm that the Applicant will issue notices regarding the submission of the 
Addendum to MD-LOT, inviting the public to comment, in the Press and Journal and the 
Edinburgh Gazette on the date agreed with MD-LOT, and again the following week in 
the Press and Journal. 

Advertisements will direct members of the public on how to respond to the consultation 
on the submission in accordance with The Marine Works (Environmental Impact 
Assessment) Regulations 2007 (as amended), The Marine Works (Environmental 
Impact Assessment) (Scotland) Regulations 2017, The Electricity Works (Environmental 
Impact Assessment) (Scotland) Regulations 2017 (as amended). 

A physical copy of the Addendum will not be issued to Aberdeenshire Council as 
confirmed on 11th September 2025 and agreed by MD-LOT on 18th September 2025. 
Aberdeenshire Council will complete the consultation exercise via the document links 
provided by MD-LOT. 

The Applicant consulted with the libraries in Wick, Buckie, and Banff and it was agreed 
that a physical copy of the introductory addendum report will be provided, featuring a 
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QR code on the back page to allow the public to access the remaining appendices. MD-
LOT confirmed they were content with this approach on 18th September 2025. The 
Addendum is therefore available at the following locations: 
 

Location 
 

Address Opening Hours 

Banff Library High St,  
Banff  
AB45 1AE 

Tuesday: 9am - 5pm 
Wednesday: 2pm - 6.30pm 
Saturday: 9.30am - 12pm 

Buckie Library 7 Cluny Pl,  
Buckie  
AB56 1HB 

Monday & Wednesday: 10am – 8pm 
Tuesday & Thursday: 10am – 5pm 
Saturday: 10am – 12pm 

Wick Library East Caithness Community 
Facility,  
7 Newton Rd,  
Wick  
KW1 5SA 

Monday to Friday: 7am – 8.30pm 
Saturday & Sunday: 10am – 4pm 

 

Upon receipt of the application by MD-LOT, the Addendum documents will be published 
online at: Document Library - Caledonia Offshore Wind Farm. Copies of the additional 
information may also be obtained from the Applicant for a fee. 

We look forward to hearing from you in relation to the formal acceptance of the 
Addendum. 

 

Sincerely, 

Mark Baxter 

Project Director 

https://www.caledoniaoffshorewind.com/document-library/#gsc.tab=0
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