Email correspondence from Nature Scot dated 13 November 2024

On Wednesday, November 13, 2024 at 12:35:14 PM GMT, Nicola Hunter nicola.hunter@nature.scot> wrote:

Hello Mr Gunston

Thank you for your correspondence of 6 November 2024 regarding restoration of the old slip in
Kilchattan Bay, Isle of Bute. It's good to hear that Kingarth and Kilchattan Improvement Committee
now has the majority of the funding required for the works.

For your reference (as you said you no longer have your previous NatureScot correspondence on
this subject), I've included the email chain between you and Esther Whitford of NatureScot at the
bottom of this email.

NatureScot has no concerns around this work going ahead.
The work you are proposing is not located within or adjacent to any designated sites.

We are not aware of any Priority Marine Features located close to the site; however, care should be
taken to avoid any risk of pollution or increased sedimentation in the surrounding areas.

A marine licence may be required. Contact Marine Directorate - Licensing Operations Team to find
out about this: https://www.gov.scot/publications/marine-licensing-overview/.

The otter (Lutra lutra) is a European Protected Species and it is an offence to deliberately or
recklessly injure, disturb or harass these species, or damage breeding sites. An otter survey should
be carried out prior to the commencement of any works. Should otters/evidence of otters be found
near the site, you may require mitigation or an otter licence to carry out the works. Further information
is available here: https://www.nature.scot/doc/standing-advice-planning-consultations-otters.

You wrote previously that there will be no piling. Should, however, piling be necessary you may
require a European Protected Species licence for harbour porpoise and bottlenose dolphins. This can
be applied for through the Marine Directorate — Licencing Operations Team (MD-LOT). You may be
required to implement mitigation, such as the use of a Marine Mammal Observer (this could be one of
the construction team) to undertake a marine mammal search pre-piling commencement. Further
information on marine mammals and noise mitigation is available here: https://jncc.gov.uk/our-
work/marine-mammals-and-noise-mitigation/.

Should you wish to discuss any aspect of this case, please contact me.

All the best with the restoration.

Regards

Nicola Hunter

Nicola Hunter | Operations Officer — West/Oifigear Obrachaidhean — Taobh an lar
NatureScot, Cameron House, Albany Street, Oban, PA34 4AE/
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