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1. Introduction 

1.1. Scope of this Document 

1.1.1 This report has been prepared by Amey Consulting to support the Marine Licence application for the scour 
protection works to Banff Bridge. Detailed within this document is a marine policy assessment, evidence of 
consultation correspondence and photographs of the proposed works location. 
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2. Marine Policy Assessment 

2.1.1 The following information provides an assessment of the scour protection proposal against the relevant 
policies of Scotland’s National Marine Plan (SNMP)1 as required by Section 10 of the Marine Licence 
Application Form for Construction Projects. 

2.2. GEN 1 General Planning Principle 

2.2.1 “There is a presumption in favour of sustainable development and use of the marine environment when 
consistent with the policies and objectives of this Plan.” 

Assessment of Compliance 

2.2.2 The principle of the proposed works seek to maintain the existing structure of Banff Bridge and to provide a 
more permanent solution to prevent future scour to the bridge. This will contribute to the long-term use of the 
structure within the marine environment and ensure its safety and continued operation as a vital local 
crossing between the towns of Banff and Macduff. 

2.2.3 Overall, it is considered that the proposed works are consistent with the policies and objectives of SNMP and 
as such is considered to be compliant with Policy GEN 1 of the SNMP. 

2.3. GEN 5 Climate Change 

2.3.1 “Marine planners and decision makers must act in the way best calculated to mitigate, and adapt to, climate 
change.” 

Assessment of Compliance 

2.3.2 Compared to the do-minimum scenario where the project is not taken forward, greenhouse gas (GHG) 
emissions are not expected to increase as a result of the proposed works. The principle of the proposed 
works in maintaining an existing asset to ensure its long-term use is consistent with the objectives for climate 
change mitigation and adaptation identified at a national scale with respect to using existing assets, i.e. Banff 
Bridge.  

2.3.3 Additionally, at operation the proposed works will not increase the daily traffic flows, average speeds of road 
traffic or have any effect on GHG emissions. 

2.3.4 Furthermore, scour and erosion around the bridge and surrounding area has been ongoing and magnified 
with significant fluvial, and tidal flood events that may be attributed to climate change and increased extreme 
weather events. It is therefore pertinent that the proposed works, will provide permanent scour solutions to 
the bridge are undertaken in order for coastal communities within the surrounding area, and the 
infrastructure to be able to adapt to climate change in the long-term.  

2.3.5 As such, the proposed works are considered to be compliant with Policy GEN 5 of the SNMP. 

2.4. GEN 6 Historic Environment 

2.4.1 “Development and use of the marine environment should protect and, where appropriate, enhance heritage 
assets in a manner proportionate to their significance.” 

Assessment of Compliance 

2.4.2 Banff Bridge is a Category ‘A’ listed building and located within the Banff Conservation area. The proposed 
scour mitigation works are necessary in order to provide long-term protection of the bridge and preserve it as 
a historically important asset. Temporary works including installation of a site access track will be required to 
facilitate the scour protection works, however, will not encroach onto the listed building. Furthermore, these 

 
1 Contents - Scotland's National Marine Plan - gov.scot (www.gov.scot) 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/scotlands-national-marine-plan/pages/0/
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temporary works will be removed following construction and thus there will be no long-term change, or 
anticipated impact to the conservation area or setting of the listed structure. 

2.4.3 Overall, the scour works are not anticipated to result in a loss of any original fabric or compromise the 
historical, architectural, and cultural value of Banff Bridge. There works are required to secure the long-term 
stability of the structure. 

2.4.4 Consultations with Historic Environment Scotland and Aberdeenshire Council’s Planning and Built Heritage 
Team have been undertaken (Please see section 3 for details). As works are being undertaken within a 
Conservation Area and Category A Listed Building, Listed Building Consent (LBC) and Planning Permission 
are required. Such consents and applications are ongoing at the time of marine licence application 
submission. 

2.4.5 Consultations with Aberdeenshire Council (Built Heritage) concluded that the proposed works will not impact 
on the architectural or historic merit of the category A listed structure and consequently not conflict with 
Policy 7c of National Planning Framework 4 and Policy HE1.1 of the 2023 Aberdeenshire Local 
Development Plan. Such permanent interventions are  to secure the long-term stability of the historic 
structure that could be conceded by the Planning Service. 

2.4.6 As such, the proposed works are considered to be complaint with Policy GEN 6 of the SNMP.  

2.5. GEN 7 Landscape/Seascape 

2.5.1 “Marine planners and decision makers should ensure that development and use of the marine environment 
take seascape, landscape, and visual impacts into account.” 

Assessment of Compliance 

2.5.2 The proposed works comprise of necessary scour protection to the Banff Bridge to provide long-term 
protection as a designated cultural heritage feature, and structure, and furthermore as a critical local link 
between the towns of Banff and Macduff. Failure of the structure would have an adverse effect on the social-
economic well-being of the local community and the wider area served by the A98 carriageway.  

2.5.3 The scenic value of the bridge and its setting contributes to the visual experience of users approaching the 
area from the northeast and the west (A98), the southeast (A947), the northwest (B9142). The existing 
riparian vegetation provides substantial visual screening, particularly during the summer months from the 
southeast and west however users would experience open views when approaching from the northeast and 
northwest. 

2.5.4 Key landscape and visual receptors include: 

• Duff House Golf Club set within Duff House Garden & Designed Landscape (GDL) (GDL00148); 

• Ancient Woodland (ID: 10053) located to the southeast of the Bridge. 

• Temple of Venus MacDuff, The Hill of Doune, a Category B Listed Building located approximately 200m 
east. 

• Neighbouring landscapes and habitats including Banff Beach, grasslands, Princess Royal Park, and 
Princess Royal Sports & Community Trust.  

• Recreational receptors such as walkers, cyclists, and horse riders (WCH) of surrounding paths.   

• Residential receptors of nearby properties with direct view of the Bridge and proposed work area. The 
closest is Doune Cottage located 25m east.  

• Motorists/public transport receptors of local road networks (A98, A947 and B9142). 

2.5.5 There is potential for temporary minor, adverse visual landscape effects associated with the construction 
period, however, it is not anticipated that the works will have a significant visual impact or alter the 
picturesque qualities of the designated landscape area or wider surrounding area, and operationally, the 
enhanced protection of structure will contribute to sense of place for the coastal communities.  



 

A98 Banff Bridge Scour Protection Works | October 2024 5 

GENERAL 

2.5.6 The necessity of scour protection outweighs the minor temporary visual impact, and there are no anticipated 
long-term, operational visual effects or impacts to the character of the designed landscape. The visual 
baseline will be restored once the proposed works are complete as the scour protection measures are 
designed to integrate naturally with the landscape surroundings. 

2.5.7 As such, the proposed works are considered to be complaint with Policy GEN 7 of the SNMP. 

2.6. GEN 8 Coastal Process and Flooding 

2.6.1 “Developments and activities in the marine environment should be resilient to coastal change and flooding, 
and not have unacceptable adverse impact on coastal processes or contribute to coastal flooding.” 

Assessment of Compliance 

2.6.2 During the construction phase, dams will be used to create dry working areas or to limit the depth of water in 
live working areas (exact working methods to be determined by the Principal Contractor). This has potential 
to alter flow patterns within the channel; however, works will be undertaken in carefully managed phases, 
with only one section of the channel being impacted at any given time. By maintaining unobstructed flow 
paths in the unworked sections of the river, the overall hydraulic capacity of the channel is preserved, 
ensuring that sufficient flow is maintained during each phase. This phased approach prevents localised 
increases in water levels and avoids exacerbating flood risk upstream or downstream and thus there are no 
anticipated adverse significant effects with regard to coastal processes, or contribution to flood risk. 

2.6.3 The area of the proposed works is located within an area identified at risk of flooding; however, the location 
is essential for operational reasons and as these works involve maintenance to an existing structure, a lower 
risk location is not available. Furthermore, prior to the installation of the temporary works the Principal 
Contractor must undertake catchment studies and/or hydrological models as required to understand the 
extents of flooding and to ensure temporary work will not contribute to, or cause flooding and coastal 
processes such as further scour/erosion. 

2.6.4 As such the proposed works are considered to be compliant with Policy GEN 8 of the SNMP. 

2.7. GEN 9 Natural Heritage 

2.7.1 “Development and use of the marine environment must: (a) Comply with legal requirements for protected 
areas and protected species; (b) Not result in significant impact on the national status of Priority Marine 
Features; and (c) Protect and, where appropriate, enhance the health of the marine area.” 

Assessment of Compliance 

2.7.2 The proposed works are located approximately 2km south of the Southern Trench Marine Protected Area 
(MPA), an inshore marine area designated to further its conservation objectives with regards to various 
biodiversity and geodiversity features. These protected features include burrowed mud, minke whales, 
fronts, shelf deeps, quaternary of Scotland and submarine mass movement. 

2.7.3 There are 81 Priority Marine Features (PMFs) identified in the seas around Scotland, with the following two 
PMFs being features of the Southern Trench MPA, and both found in territorial and offshore waters: 

• Minkie whale (Balaenoptera acutorsosrata) 

• Burrowed mud 

2.7.4 Due to the localised nature of the works, with physical separation of approximately 2km from the MPA, no 
significant impact to the MPA, or conservation status of its features will occur as a result of the proposed 
scour protection works.  

2.7.5 Best practice pollution prevention measures, to be detailed within a Construction Environmental 
Management Plan (CEMP), and phased working methods will minimise sediment disturbance, protect water 
quality, and supporting the health of the marine environment, and thus no significant impacts on the national 
status of all PMFs. 
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2.7.6 Consultations with the Deveron District Salmon Fishery Board have been undertaken, with recommendations 
incorporated into designs and construction methodology. As such, the works will be undertaken as phased 
activities to ensure a sufficient flow is maintained for safe fish passage at all times, and thus enhancing the 
marine environment. 

2.7.7 As such, the works are considered to be complaint with Policy GEN 9 of the SNMP. 

2.8. GEN 10 Invasive Non-Native Species 

2.8.1 “Opportunities to reduce the introduction of invasive non-native species to a minimum or proactively improve 
the practice of existing activity should be taken when decisions are being made.” 

Assessment of Compliance 

2.8.2 A ‘Protected, Notable and Invasive Species Report’ was undertaken by Amey’s environmental subcontractor, 
EnviroCentre. During the survey, invasive non-native species of giant hogweed (Heracleum 
mantegazzianum), white butterbur (Petasites albus), three-cornered garlic (Allium triquetrum) and Japanese 
rose (Rosa rugosa) were recorded within the survey area along the east banks. However, the majority of the 
works will not take place within these areas. Good biosecurity measures and practice will be in place 
throughout the construction period, and furthermore, an INNS management plan is recommended to be 
undertaken by the Principal Contractor where there is unavoidable risk of spreading the species.  

2.8.3 As such the proposed works are considered to be compliant with Policy GEN 10 of the SNMP. 

2.9. GEN 11 Marine Litter 

2.9.1 “Developers, users and those accessing the marine environment must take measures to address marine 
litter where appropriate. Reduction of litter must be taken into account by decision makers.” 

Assessment of Compliance 

2.9.2 Appropriate, full containment and other pollution prevention and control measures will be implemented to 
prevent pollution or debris from entering the water environment, which will be documented within a CEMP to 
be undertaken by the Principal Contractor. 

2.9.3 As such the proposed works are considered to be compliant with Policy GEN 11 of the SNMP. 

2.10. GEN 12 Water Quality and Resource 

2.10.1 “Developments and activities should not result in a deterioration of the quality of waters to which the Water 
Framework Directive (WFD), Marine Strategy Framework Directive or other related Directives apply.” 

Assessment of Compliance 

2.10.2 Best practice and site-specific pollution measures, including spill response procedures and sediment control, 
such as silt nets will be in place to prevent potential contamination of the watercourse. Phased working 
methods will minimise sediment disturbance, and water quality and site control measures will be detailed 
within a CEMP to be undertaken by the Principal Contractor, which will be followed throughout the 
construction phase.  

2.10.3 These working methods, measures and mitigations will ensure no adverse impact or deterioration to the 
River Deveron/Deveron Estuary’s high WFD status. 

2.10.4 As such the proposed works are considered to be compliant with Policy GEN 12 of the SNMP. 

2.11. GEN 13 Noise 

2.11.1 “Development and use in the marine environment should avoid significant adverse effects of man-made 
noise and vibration, especially on species sensitive to such effects.” 
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Assessment of Compliance 

2.11.2 The proposed scour protection works will have a minor adverse effect on the noise levels of the environment, 
for example through excavation of existing rip-rap material and installation of new scour protection. Ambient 
noise levels within the area are primarily influenced by vehicle traffic from the A98 carriageway and 
surrounding local roads, with secondary sources from recreational, residential, and urban activities.  

2.11.3 Best practice and construction mitigation measures to minimise the effects of noise and vibration on wildlife 
and noise-sensitive receptors will be in place. This will include, but is not limited to: 

• The Best Practicable Means, as defined in Section 72 of the Control of Pollution Act 1974, will be 
employed at all times to reduce noise to a minimum. 

• On-site construction tasks will be programmed to be as efficient as possible, with a view to limiting noise 
disruption to local sensitive receptors. This includes the employment of ‘soft starts’ to the works whereby 
plant and machinery are started sequentially as opposed to simultaneously.  

• Effects from noise will be kept to a minimum through the use of appropriate mufflers and silencers fitted 
to machinery.  

• Use rubber linings in, for example, chutes and dumpers to reduce impact noise. 

• Baseline noise monitoring should be undertaken by the Principal Contractor. 

2.11.4 Following best practice and mitigation measures it is considered that any adverse noise or vibration effects 
associated with construction of the proposed works are unlikely to be significant. 

2.11.5 As such, the works are considered to be complaint with Policy GEN 13 of the SNMP. 

2.12. GEN 14 Air Quality 

2.12.1 “Development and use of the marine environment should not result in the deterioration of air quality and 
should not breach any statutory air quality limits.” 

Assessment of Compliance 

2.12.2 There may be localised, temporary and short-lived changes in emissions and dust from construction 
activities, and associated plant/machinery. However, with best practice measures followed from the Institute 
of Air Quality Management and further dust control and mitigation measures to be outlined in a construction 
dust assessment undertaken by the Principal Contractor, no significant air quality impacts are anticipated.  

2.12.3 Furthermore, no traffic management is anticipated to be required to facilitate the works, and as such there is 
no expected increase in traffic vehicle emissions during the construction phase.  

2.12.4 Due to the nature of the works, operationally, there will be no significant air quality effects as traffic flow, 
speed and composition of vehicles on the carriageway will not be impacted/changed, thus increased vehicle 
emissions and pollutant release is not anticipated.  

2.12.5 As such the proposed works are considered to be compliant with Policy GEN 14 of the SNMP. 
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3. Consultation Correspondence  

3.1.1 Consultations have been undertaken with various stakeholders and statutory bodies regarding the proposed 
scour protection works surrounding the A98 Banff Bridge. This section details the correspondence with each 
consultee. 

3.2. Aberdeenshire Council Planning Team 

 

 

 



 

A98 Banff Bridge Scour Protection Works | October 2024 9 

GENERAL 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

A98 Banff Bridge Scour Protection Works | October 2024 10 

GENERAL 

 



 

A98 Banff Bridge Scour Protection Works | October 2024 11 

GENERAL 

 

 



 

A98 Banff Bridge Scour Protection Works | October 2024 12 

GENERAL 

 

 

 



 

A98 Banff Bridge Scour Protection Works | October 2024 13 

GENERAL 

 

 

 



 

A98 Banff Bridge Scour Protection Works | October 2024 14 

GENERAL 

 

 

 



 

A98 Banff Bridge Scour Protection Works | October 2024 15 

GENERAL 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

A98 Banff Bridge Scour Protection Works | October 2024 16 

GENERAL 

3.3. Historic Environment Scotland 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

A98 Banff Bridge Scour Protection Works | October 2024 17 

GENERAL 

 

 

 

 



 

A98 Banff Bridge Scour Protection Works | October 2024 18 

GENERAL 

 

 



 

A98 Banff Bridge Scour Protection Works | October 2024 19 

GENERAL 

3.4. Sustrans 
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3.5. Deveron District Salmon Fishery Board 

3.5.1 Consultations with the Deveron District Salmon Fishery Board were undertaken by Amey’s environmental 
subcontractor, EnviroCentre.  
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3.6. Scottish Environment Protection Agency (SEPA) 
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4. Photographs of the Location of the Proposed Works 

4.1.1 General View of Banff Bridge (taken from the northwest bank, looking southeast and upstream)  
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4.1.2 General View of Banff Bridge (taken from the northeast bank, looking south, and upstream)  
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4.1.3 General View of Banff Bridge (taken from the southeast bank, looking north, and downstream)  
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4.1.4 View looking west beneath a single span of Banff Bridge, showing existing rip-rap material surrounding the bridge


