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sgaoileadh, gun chead. Ma ’s e is gun d’fhuair sibh seo gun fhiosd’, bu choir cur às dhan phost-d agus 
lethbhreac sam bith air an t-siostam agaibh agus fios a leigeil chun neach a sgaoil am post-d gun dàil. 
Dh’fhaodadh gum bi teachdaireachd sam bith bho Riaghaltas na h-Alba air a chlàradh neo air a sgrùdadh 
airson dearbhadh gu bheil an siostam ag obair gu h-èifeachdach neo airson adhbhar laghail eile. 
Dh’fhaodadh nach  eil beachdan anns a’ phost-d seo co-ionann ri beachdan Riaghaltas na h-Alba.  
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opinions contained within this e-mail may not necessarily reflect those of the Scottish 
Government. 
 
Tha am post-d seo (agus faidhle neo ceanglan còmhla ris) dhan neach neo luchd-ainmichte a-
mhàin. Chan eil e ceadaichte a chleachdadh ann an dòigh sam bith, a’ toirt a-steach 
còraichean, foillseachadh neo sgaoileadh, gun chead. Ma ’s e is gun d’fhuair sibh seo gun 
fhiosd’, bu choir cur às dhan phost-d agus lethbhreac sam bith air an t-siostam agaibh agus 
fios a leigeil chun neach a sgaoil am post-d gun dàil. 
Dh’fhaodadh gum bi teachdaireachd sam bith bho Riaghaltas na h-Alba air a chlàradh neo air 
a sgrùdadh airson dearbhadh gu bheil an siostam ag obair gu h-èifeachdach neo airson 
adhbhar laghail eile. Dh’fhaodadh nach  eil beachdan anns a’ phost-d seo co-ionann ri 
beachdan Riaghaltas na h-Alba.  
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FORTHWIND DEMONSTRATION PROJECT PHASE 1 - ECU GUIDANCE - ORNITHOLOGY 
REQUEST 
 
Marine Scotland Science has reviewed the submitted documents and has provided the following comments.  
 
 
Ornithology 
 
The variation (two options) proposed are for a single WTG rather than the originally consented two. The single 
WTG would be placed at one of the two original locations, but would be larger and have three blades rather 
than two. Though the potential impact on ornithology receptor species of the single larger WTG would be 
expected to be greater than the original WTGs individually, the combined impact of the two consented WTGs 
would likely be greater than the variation designs. Thus, the variation is not expected to lead to greater impacts 
than previously assessed (in the 2016 AA). However, the age and quality of the data may need to be reviewed 
and a view taken on whether it is still adequate. If it were considered that a new application be required then 
this would provide an opportunity to update the ornithology assessment. 
 
Hopefully these comments are helpful to you.  If you wish to discuss any matters further contact the MSS 
Renewables in-box at MS_Renewables@gov.scot 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

  

Marine Scotland Science 
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Marine Scotland 
Marine Laboratory 
PO Box 101 
375 Victoria Road 
Aberdeen 
AB11 9DB 
                        
By email only: 
ms.marinerenewables@gov.scot 
 

Our ref: CNS/REN/OFFSHORE 
WIND/FORTHWIND/GEN152374 
 
Your ref:  
 
 
Date: 17 September 2018 

Dear Sir/Madam, 
 
FORTHWIND  OFFSHORE WIND FARM VARIATION - 3 BLADED SINGLE TURBINE  
 
Thank you for your consultation on the 3 September 2018 for the proposed variation for the 
Forthwind Offshore Wind Farm off the coast of Methil, Fife. You have sought our view on the 
whether the changes proposed by Forthwind are appropriate to be considered as a variation 
to their current consent or require a new consent application.  
 
Our view is that the proposed changes are fundamentally different in terms of character and 
scale from what is currently consented. We consider that a new application should be required 
as a result of the proposed changes to the Forthwind development.  Key changes include:  
 

 Increase in scale; potential increase in turbine height in excess of 60m;  

 Design change from 2 bladed lattice potentially to 3 bladed standard tower design; 

 Increase in development duration from 20 to 25 years. 
 
The recently consented variation to extend the operational life of the nearby onshore 
Levenmouth Demonstration Turbine from 5 years to 15 years is also a material consideration 
that has informed our advice. This development variation should be considered in cumulative / 
in-combination impacts for future Forthwind consent applications. 
 
We have also recently provided advice in respect of ornithological impact assessment 
requirements and with the proposed changes to the development we consider that the 
ornithological impact assessment requires to be reconsidered.  Our concerns relate to 
changes in assessment methods, age of data and differences in wind turbine parameters. 
 
We hope this response is helpful. If you wish to clarify any of the points raised then please 
contact me . 
 
Yours sincerely 
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