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**********************************************************************  
This e-mail (and any files or other attachments transmitted with it) is intended solely for the attention of the 
addressee(s). Unauthorised use, disclosure, storage, copying or distribution of any part of this e-mail is not 
permitted. If you are not the intended recipient please destroy the email, remove any copies from your 
system and inform the sender immediately by return. 
Communications with the Scottish Government may be monitored or recorded in order to secure the 
effective operation of the system and for other lawful purposes. The views or opinions contained within this 
e-mail may not necessarily reflect those of the Scottish Government. 
 
Tha am post-d seo (agus faidhle neo ceanglan còmhla ris) dhan neach neo luchd-ainmichte a-mhàin. Chan 
eil e ceadaichte a chleachdadh ann an dòigh sam bith, a’ toirt a-steach còraichean, foillseachadh neo 
sgaoileadh, gun chead. Ma ’s e is gun d’fhuair sibh seo gun fhiosd’, bu choir cur às dhan phost-d agus 
lethbhreac sam bith air an t-siostam agaibh agus fios a leigeil chun neach a sgaoil am post-d gun dàil. 
Dh’fhaodadh gum bi teachdaireachd sam bith bho Riaghaltas na h-Alba air a chlàradh neo air a sgrùdadh 
airson dearbhadh gu bheil an siostam ag obair gu h-èifeachdach neo airson adhbhar laghail eile. 
Dh’fhaodadh nach  eil beachdan anns a’ phost-d seo co-ionann ri beachdan Riaghaltas na h-Alba.  
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John Muir House 

Haddington 

East Lothian 

EH41 3HA 

 

eastlothian.gov.uk 

Our ref:           CONS/GOV/MS/Forthwind Screening 
Date:  12 November 2018  
Direct Line: 
E-Mail:               
 
 
Sent via email to  
 
 
Dear  
 

The Marine Works (Environmental Impact Assessment) (Scotland) Regulations 2017 (as Amended) 
(“The Marine Works Regulations”) 
The Electricity Works (Environmental Impact Assessment) (Scotland) Regulations 2017 (as 
Amended) (“The Electricity Works Regulations”) 
Marine (Scotland) Act 2010 
Electricity Act 1989 (as Amended) 
                      
Screening Opinion on Proposed Variation of Consent for the Forthwind Offshore Wind 
Demonstration Project, Methil, Firth of Forth. 
 
I refer to your request for the views of East Lothian Council on whether or not this proposal is 
Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) development and therefore requires EIA. For the reasons 
given below, it is the Council’s view that this proposal is likely to have significant effects on the 
environment by virtue of factors such as its nature, size or location; however it is for Scottish 
Ministers to determine if it is EIA development.  
 
The applicant did not seek a Screening Opinion for the original proposal, having considered EIA 
guidance, the nature and size of the proposal, and the requirement for EIA for the single turbine at 
Methil. They considered that EIA was required, and therefore submitted an Environment Statement 
with their application.  The Council agrees with that conclusion due to the characteristics, location, 
and characteristics of the potential impact of the original proposal.  
 
The variation proposes turbines that are the same size as the consented turbines. The existing built 
turbines in Fife including the one at Methil appear to be on land when viewed from East Lothian.  
The turbines visible from East Lothian are all three bladed.  The two consented turbines are two 
bladed on lattice towers, of a completely different design to the existing three bladed Methil turbine 
that has just been granted an extension of time. In landscape and visual terms the proposal for a 
different form of turbine to the existing three bladed proposal, and the location further south and 
further within the water could have significant effects on the landscape and visual impact form East 
Lothian such as to require an EIA. The proposal to relocate turbine A will locate this turbine closer to 
East Lothian, but further from the existing Methil turbine.  In the view from Gullane both the 
turbines will now be located to the west of the existing Methil turbine in this view and will not 
overlap with the view of the Earlseat turbines.  However from Yellowcraig and North Berwick Sea 
Bird Centre, although the proposed repositioning will visually separate the existing Methil turbine 
from the two Forthwind turbines, they may now read with the Earlseat turbines. Another significant 
view is from the A6137 at West Garleton where there is a panoramic view over Aberlady Bay with 
Methil directly in the line of site.  The Council would require visuals from all these viewpoints to fully 
assess the impact on East Lothian. The Council does not therefore agree with the conclusions in the 
Screening Report Table 1: Summary of Variation Screening Assessment that there will be no 
additional potential impact on landscape and visual resource from the variation.  
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By email to: 

 

 
Economy, Planning and 

Employability Services 

 

 

development.central@fife.gov.uk 

Your Ref:  

Our Ref: 18/03289/CON 

Date 16 November 2018 

Dear 
 
Application No: 18/03289/CON 
Proposal: Screening Opinion Consultation for Proposed Variation of 

Consent for the Forthwind Offshore Demonstration Project,  
 

Address: 1.5km from Shore at Buckhaven, Firth of Forth 
 
I write with regards to your letter received on 22 October 2018 requesting an Environmental 
Impact Assessment Screening Opinion for a proposed variation to the above development, 
already consented under S36 of the Electricity Act.  
 
This letter constitutes the Council’s formal comments on whether an Environmental Impact 
Assessment is required for the proposed variation to the consented development. The main 
assessment criteria outlined in Schedule 3 of the Electricity Works (Environmental Impact 
Assessment) (Scotland) Regulations 2017 have been used in the assessment of this 
proposal.  
 
You will note that the Council has concluded that an Environmental Impact Assessment 
would not be required for the proposed variation to the consented development indicated in 
the submitted plans and supporting information. 
 
Yours faithfully, 
 



18/03289/CON                     16/11/2018 

SCREENING OPINION CONSULTATION RESPONSE – THE ELECTRICITY WORKS 
(ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT) (SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2017 
 
Screening Opinion Consultation for Proposed Variation of Consent for the 
Forthwind Offshore Wind Demonstration Project, Buckhaven, Firth of Forth 
 
An EIA Screening request has been submitted to Marine Scotland for a proposal to 
vary some of the parameters of an existing Section 36 Consent for two offshore wind 
turbine demonstrators in the Firth of Forth off the coast of Methil in Fife. The 
applicant has submitted relevant documentation with the intention of providing 
Marine Scotland with the necessary information to determine whether the proposed 
variation application requires an accompanying Environmental Impact Assessment.  
 
Fife Council is not the determining Authority with regard to this proposed variation 
application but is responding to Marine Scotland’s request for our view as part of the 
process to determine whether an EIA is required for the proposed variation.  
 
This consultation response is given in the context of The Electricity Works 
(Environmental Impact Assessment)(Scotland) Regulations 2017, hereafter referred 
to as “the Regulations”.  
 
Location 
The site is located approximately 1.5 km south west of the Mean High Water Springs 
on the shoreline of the Firth of Forth at the Fife Energy Park, Buckhaven. 
 
Type of Development 
 
Description of Development  
 

Applicable Thresholds and Criteria 

(1) A generating station 
 
(3) Any change to or extension 
(including a change in the manner or 
period of operation) of development of a 
description listed in… paragraph (1) … 
of this schedule where that 
development is already authorised  

 
 
Where the change or extension may 
have significant adverse effects on the 
environment 

 
The proposed variation to the development is considered to fall within Schedule 2 of 
the Regulations which, as a change to a generating station already authorised and 
which has the potential for a significant adverse effect on the environment, requires 
screening for EIA. 
 
 
Assessment of Impacts 
 
The variation to the existing consented proposal would modify the following three 
parameters: 
 

 An increase, from 18MW to 30MW, in the permitted generating capacity; 
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 Movement of one of the two turbines (Turbine A as per Figures 1 and 3 of the 
S36 consent) from a position roughly NE of Turbine B to a position roughly SE 
of Turbine B, subject to a 100m micro-siting tolerance; and 

 Amending and reducing the overall area of the consented red line project 
boundary to encompass the new turbine location and associated cable 
corridor. 

 
Fife Council has assessed the proposal against the indicative criteria in Schedule 3 
of the Regulations to determine whether or not the proposed development is likely to 
have significant effects on the environment.  
 
Whilst the power output of the two proposed turbines is proposed to be increased 
from 18MW to 30 MW, this is reflective of advances in technology and the 
renewables market, and the proposed change in itself does not present a significant 
environmental effect given that there are no changes proposed to any of the 
consented technical turbine parameters (e.g. rotor diameter, blade tip height, hub 
height, or operational lifetime).  
 
Similarly, whilst Turbine A is proposed to be moved from the consented location, an 
assessment of the proposal against the indicative criteria in Schedule 3 of the 
Regulations (Characteristics of Development; Location of Development; 
Characteristics of the Potential Impact), it is considered unlikely that there will be any 
change from the consented development for the majority of parameters. 
 
There are, however, two areas of possible change that may be occasioned by the 
relocation of Turbine A and it is considered that, whilst the potential impacts are not 
considered so significant at this stage to merit EIA process for the variation 
application, they will require more detailed examination once the variation application 
has been submitted, and Fife Council would expect to be consulted on that 
application in due course.  
 
1. Landscape/Seascape/Visual Impact 
 
From coastal viewpoints looking out to sea, the turbines would represent new focal 
points in the view. When seen from a greater distance across land, however, they 
would take on a different role – being seen as part of an array of turbines. In this 
context, cumulative impacts are relevant and, whilst 2-bladed turbines are less 
visually sympathetic when seen in conjunction with the more conventional 3-bladed 
units, the proposed use of a lattice tower would help to reduce the visual impact of 
the turbines.  
 
Whilst the consented development therefore raised no major concerns in 
landscape/visual impact terms, the relocation of Turbine A further away from the Fife 
shoreline than the existing consented location will require consideration in terms of 
landscape and seascape impacts on coastal areas including parts of the Fife Coastal 
Path, the Wemyss Coast Special Landscape Area, and the coastal settlements 
(particularly parts of Buckhaven, Leven, and Wemyss villages). 
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This email and any files transmitted with it are confidential and  
intended solely for the use of the individual or entity to whom they  
are addressed. If you have received this email in error please  
notify the system manager or the sender.  
 
Please note that for business purposes, outgoing and incoming  
emails from and to SNH may be monitored. 
 
 
 
Tha am post-dealain seo agus fiosrachadh sam bith na chois  
dìomhair agus airson an neach no buidheann ainmichte a- 
mhàin.  Mas e gun d’ fhuair sibh am post-dealain seo le  
mearachd, cuiribh fios dhan manaidsear-siostaim no neach- 
sgrìobhaidh.  
 
Thoiribh an aire airson adhbharan gnothaich, ‘s dòcha gun tèid  
sùil a chumail air puist-dealain a’ tighinn a-steach agus a’ dol a- 
mach bho SNH. 
 
 
********************************************************************** 




