
Inshore/Offshore Inshore

Species

harbour porpoise (Phocoena phocoena);bottlenose dolphin (Tursiops
truncatus);minke whale (Balaenoptera acutorostrata);Risso's dolphin (Grampus
griseus);white sided dolphin (Lagenorhynchus acutus);white-beaked dolphin
(Lagenorhynchus albirostris);humpback whale (Megaptera novaeangliae);fin
whale (Balaenoptera physalus)

THE CONSERVATION (NATURAL HABITAT, &c.) REGULATIONS 1994 (AS AMENDED) 

LICENCE TO DISTURB MARINE SPECIES

Public Case Handling Report for Licence Number: EPS-00012393

Site Green Volt Windfarm and ECC Survey Area + 2km Buffer Zone
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Green Volt Offshore Windfarm Ltd

C/O Cms Cameron Mckenna Nabarro Olswang LLp, 
4th Floor,
Saltire Court,
20 Castle Terrace
Edinburgh
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Associated
Licences

Geophysical survey works of the Green Volt Offshore Windfarm ECC



TEST 1 Purpose of licence

  Imperative reasons of overriding public interest (including those of a
social or economic nature and beneficial consequences of primary
importance for the environment)

Comments
By promoting green energy, Green Volt helps meet national and international greenhouse gas reduction goals,
benefiting the environment and supporting the UK economy with a reliable energy source.

The proposed geophysical surveys are required for the development and safe construction of Green Volt
Offshore Wind Farm which once complete will produce clean renewable energy.
The Green Volt Offshore Wind Farm’s marine geophysical surveys are essential for improving Scotland's role
in the UK's renewable energy sector. The completion of the wind farm would not be possible without the
proposed survey.

The development of the OWF from the proposed geophysical surveys will help the public by creating local jobs
and investing in local and national supply chains. It will contribute to national climate change policies and
support the development of UK offshore renewables industry. This project will also aid the UK Government in
reducing greenhouse gases and align with national and international energy strategies, including Scotland's
National Marine Plan and the Clean Power 2030 Action Plan.
The surveys support long-term Scottish Government's target of 75% reduction in greenhouse emissions by 2030
and achieving net zero by 2045 under the Climate Change (Scotland) Act 2009, as well as the UK's net zero
targets under the Climate Change Act (2008) via the Clean Power 2030 Action Plan. Additionally, Green Volt
will assist the Scottish Government in meeting its target of generating 50% of Scotland's energy by renewable
sources by 2030.

Test 1 satisfied? YES

 

TEST 2 Satisfactory alternatives

Comments
The developer has considered undertaking the survey at different locations, timings, over a reduced period, and
with alternative equipment. The developer has stated it has identified and selected the only survey equipment
that will produce the data required for the specific purpose of the geophysical survey. A different location is not
feasible, as the survey must be conducted at the real construction site. Alternative timings are ruled out by
weather impacts. Reduced survey periods, the developer states, would increase disturbance due to then requiring
multiple survey periods.

The do nothing approach has been considered, and would result in Green Volt Offshore Wind Farm not having
the required data their cable corridor and wind farm array preventing development of the entire wind farm.
Therefore, due to IROPI, the “do nothing" approach is unacceptable.

Test 2 satisfied? YES

 



TEST 3 Favourable conservation status

Comments
NatureScot have advised that there will be no detrimental effect on favourable conservation status of any EPS
species from disturbance as a result of the proposed activities. MD-LOT's Appropriate Assessment has
concluded that there will be no adverse effect on site integrity as a result of the proposed activity.

Test 3 satisfied? YES
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Notes

Date title Text

National Marine Plan considerations:                                                                                                
The decision is: In accordance and no further action required

Comments: GEN 1:
The proposed activities directly related to renewable energy which is one of the key growth sectors in Scotland.
Use of the marine area for the proposed activities is consistent with the NMP as set out below.

GEN 2 Economic benefit:

The economic benefits for Scotland communities as a result of the proposed activities were set out within the
application to construct Green Volt Offshore Wind Farm, including an estimation that manufacturing,
construction and installation activity would result significant value added in Scotland, with further economic
benefit during the O&M phase both locally and nationally for the wider Green Volt Development. Given the
economic benefit, the proposed activities are in line with this General Policy. 

GEN 3 Social benefit:
The economic benefits for Scotland as a result of the proposed activities were set out within the application to
construct Green Volt Offshore Wind Farm, on both a local and national level (see GEN 2). 

GEN 4 Co-existence:

A consultation and Appropriate Assessment have been conducted and identified that there were no mitigations
required to prevent impacts to other users of the marine area.



GEN 5 Climate change:

The proposed activities support the transition to a low carbon economy as it will assist the construction of a
source of renewable energy generation.

GEN 6: Historic Environment:

Potential impacts on the historic environment were assessed within the application.

The proposed activities do not present a significant risk to conservation of the historic environment.

GEN 7: Landscape/seascape:

The proposed activities do not present a significant risk to conservation of the landscape or seascape.

GEN 8: Coastal process and flooding: 

The proposed activities do not present a significant risk of conservation of damage to coastal processes or
flooding.

GEN 9 Natural heritage:

Potential impacts on protected sites and species were assessed within the application, specifically the Moray
Firth SAC.

The proposed activities do not present a significant risk of hindering the achievement of the conservation
objectives of an MPA, SPA, or Ramsar site.

Regarding the Moray Firth SAC, an Appropriate Assessment was carried out and concluded no adverse effect
on the integrity of a number of the SAC. 

GEN 10: Invasive non-native species:

The proposed activities do not present a significant risk of introducing INNS.

GEN 11: Marine Litter:

The proposed activities do not present a significant risk of introducing marine litter. Accidental deposits will be
managed through existing MD-LOT procedures.

GEN 12: Water quality and resource

The proposed activities do not present a significant risk to water quality or resource.

GEN 13 Noise:

NatureScot have advised that there will be no detrimental effect on favourable conservation status of any EPS



species from disturbance. MD-LOT's Appropriate Assessment has concluded that there will be no adverse
integrity on the site integrity of the Moray Firth SAC.

GEN 14: Air quality

The proposed activities do not present a significant risk to the air quality.

GEN 15: Planning Alignment A

The proposed activities do not intersect with any terrestrial plans.

GEN 16:

The proposed activities align and comply with other statutory plans.

GEN 17 Fairness:

A formal consultation process with NatureScot was conducted by MD-LOT to ensure fairness and transparency
during the decision making process. 

GEN 18 Engagement:

A condition has been included within the licence to submit a close out report one month after completion of the
proposed activities.

GEN 19 Sound Evidence: 

MD-LOT sought and considered advice from NatureScot on the EPS licence application.

GEN 20 Adaptive Management:

Recent new data and information were considered in consultation with NatureScot and MD-LOT’s Appropriate
Assessment

GEN 21 Cumulative impacts:

Cumulative impacts were considered in MD-LOT’s Appropriate Assessment, concluding that none would
occur.

SEA FISHERIES 1-9:

The proposed activities do not intersect with Sea Fisheries management policies.

AQUACULTURE 1-7: 

The proposed activities do not intersect with aquaculture management policies.



WILD SALMON AND DIADROMOUS FISH 1-3:

The proposed activities do not intersect with wild salmon and diadromous fish management policies.

OIL AND GAS 1-4:

The proposed activities do not intersect with oil and gas management policies.

CARBON CAPTURE AND STORAGE 1-5:

The proposed activities do not intersect with carbon capture and storage management policies.

OFFSHORE WIND AND MARINE RENEWABLE ENERGY 1:

The proposed activities will contribute to development of Green Volt Offshore Windfarm.

OFFSHORE WIND AND MARINE RENEWABLE ENERGY 2:

The development of Green Volt Offshore Windfarm will provide economic benefits to Scotland.

OFFSHORE WIND AND MARINE RENEWABLE ENERGY 3 & 4:

No alignment with terrestrial planning is necessary.

OFFSHORE WIND AND MARINE RENEWABLE ENERGY 5: 

The development of Green Volt Offshore Windfarm will contribute to Scotland’s renewables target.
OFFSHORE WIND AND MARINE RENEWABLE ENERGY 6: 

The development of Green Volt Offshore Windfarm will contribute to Scotland’s decarbonisation target.

OFFSHORE WIND AND MARINE RENEWABLE ENERGY 7: 

The proposed activities do not intersect with development and expansion of test and demonstration facilities.

OFFSHORE WIND AND MARINE RENEWABLE ENERGY 8: 

The proposed activities do not intersect with monitoring requirements.

RECREATION AND TOURISM 1-8:

The proposed activities do not intersect with recreation and tourism management policies.

SHIPPING, PORTS, HARBOURS, AND FERRIES 1-5:

The proposed activities do not intersect with shipping, ports, harbours, and ferries management policies.

SUBMARINE CABLES 1-5:



The proposed activities do not intersect with submarine cable management policies.

DEFENCE:

The proposed activities do not intersect with defence management policies.

AGGREGATES:

The proposed activities do not intersect with aggregates management policies.
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