




 

    

UAB-HSE-PR-005 - Rev. 10 Page 3 of 85 

 
Confidentiality: C2 - Internal 

O&M Marine Pollution Contingency Plan Overview 

Purpose and objectives of the Plan 

A Marine Pollution Contingency Plan (MPCP) was prepared to address the specific 

requirements of the relevant conditions attached to the Section 36 consent and the Marine 

Licence issued to Aberdeen Offshore Wind Farm Limited (AOWFL). 

The overall aim of this revised MPCP is to make provisions in respect of spill and collision 

incidents occurring during the operation and maintenance (O&M) phase of the Development. 

This ‘O&M MPCP’ confirms that the spill and collision related mitigation measures detailed in 

the Application will be applied during operation where these remain relevant. 

All relevant method statements developed by Contractors and Subcontractors involved in the 

European Offshore Wind Deployment Centre (EOWDC) will comply with the procedures set 

out in this O&M MPCP.  

 

Scope of the Plan 

This O&M MPCP covers the following: 

- A risk assessment of the potential sources and likelihood of a pollution incident; 

- Oil and chemical spill response procedures and actions;  

- Background and supporting information to support the response procedures, including 

response strategy guidelines; and 

- Confirmation that the spill and collision provisions described within this MPCP align with those 

considered in the Environmental Statement (ES), Supplementary Environmental Information 

Statement (SEIS), Marine Licence, S.36 Consent and Marine Licence Application. 

Plan Audience 

This MPCP is intended to be referred to by relevant personnel involved in the construction and 

operation of the EOWDC, including AOWFL personnel, Contractors and Subcontractors. 

Compliance with this MPCP will be monitored by AOWFL and reported to the Marine Scotland 

Licensing and Operations Team. 

 

Plan Locations 

Copies of this O&M MPCP are to be held in the following locations: 

- At AOWFL Head Office; 

- At the premises of any agent, Contractor or Subcontractor (as appropriate) acting on behalf 

of AOWFL; 

- At the Marine Coordination Centre; and 

- With the Environmental Specialist.  
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of substances or objects in the Scottish Marine Area in relation to 
the Offshore Wind Farm and Export Cable Corridor. 

Offshore Consents • Consent granted under section 36 of the Electricity Act 1989 
for the construction and operation of the EOWDC; 

• Declarations granted under section 36A of the Electricity Act 
1989 to extinguish public rights of navigation so far as they 
pass through those places within the territorial sea where 
structures forming part of the Offshore Wind Farm are to be 
located; and 

• Marine Licence under Part 4 of the Marine (Scotland) Act 2010 
for construction works and deposits of substances or objects 
in the Scottish Marine Area in relation to the Offshore Wind 
Farm and Export Cable Corridor. 

Offshore Export Cables 
(OECs) 

The offshore export cables (and all associated cable protections) 
connecting the WTGs to the onshore export cables. 

Offshore Export Cable 
Corridor Landfall 

The location where the offshore export cables come ashore. 

Oil Spill Response 
Contractor 

The firm contracted to respond to pollution / environmental 
incidents at EOWDC -Ambipar Response 

Primary Responder The person(s) who will assume primacy in the event of a marine 
pollution incident and manage initial response (Vessel Master or 
Service Lead ). 

Section 36 Consent Consent granted under section 36 of the Electricity Act 1989 for 
the construction and operation of the EOWDC. 

Subcontractor  Any Contractor/Supplier (individual or firm) providing services to 
the project, hired by the Contractors (not AOWFL).  

Supplementary 
Environmental 
Information Statement 
(SEIS) 

The Addendum submitted to the Scottish Ministers by the 
Company on 6 h August 2012 as part of the Application. 

Vessel Management 
Plan (VMP) 

The Plan approved under Condition 24 of the Section 36 Consent. 

 

  









 

    

UAB-HSE-PR-005 - Rev. 10 Page 12 of 85 

 
Confidentiality: C2 - Internal 

1 INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Background 

On 26 March 2013, Aberdeen Offshore Wind Farm Limited (AOWFL) received consent from 

the Scottish Ministers under Section 36 (S.36) of the Electricity Act 1989 for the construction 

and operation of the European Offshore Wind Deployment Centre (EOWDC - also known as 

the Aberdeen Offshore Wind Farm) and on 15 August 2014 a Marine Licence was attained 

under section 25 of the Marine (Scotland) Act 2010 (reference 00008967).  

The Development, which consists of 11 wind turbine generators (WTGs), is located 

approximately 2 to 4.5 km offshore to the north east of Aberdeen, Scotland, within Aberdeen 

Bay. The Offshore Export Cables (OECs) are each be between 3.7 – 4.4 km long (maximum 

total length ~8 km) and reach landfall at the adjacent coastline in Aberdeen Bay (at Blackdog) 

(Figure 1). The EOWDC was fully commissioned in July 2018. 

AOWFL is a company wholly owned by Vattenfall and was established to develop, finance, 

construct, operate, maintain, and decommission the EOWDC. 

 

Figure 1 Location of the Development Area and the Offshore Export Cable Corridor. 

1.2 Objectives of this Document 

The S.36 Consent and Marine Licence contain a variety of conditions that were required to be 

discharged through approval by the Scottish Ministers/Licensing Authority prior to the 

commencement of any offshore construction works. These requirements included the approval 

of a Marine Pollution Contingency Plan (MPCP). The aim of this plan was to make provisions 
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2  STATEMENTS OF COMPLIANCE 

2.1 Introduction 

The following statements are intended to reaffirm the AOWFL commitment to ensuring that the 

Development is operated in such a manner as to meet the relevant requirements set out by 

the Offshore Consents, as well as other broader legislative requirements. 

2.2 Statements of Compliance 

AOWFL, in undertaking the operation of the EOWDC, will ensure compliance with this O&M 

MPCP as approved by the Scottish Ministers (and as updated or amended from time to time 

following the procedure set out in Section 3 of this O&M MPCP). 

AOWFL, in undertaking the operation of the EOWDC, will ensure compliance with other 

relevant Consent Plans, as approved by the Scottish Ministers, and as identified in Section 1.3 

above. 

AOWFL, in undertaking the operation of the EOWDC, will ensure compliance with the limits 

defined by the original application and the project description defined in the Environmental 

Statement (ES) and Supplementary Environmental Information Statement (SEIS) and referred 

to in Annex 1 of the S.36 Consent in so far as they apply to this O&M MPCP (unless otherwise 

approved in advance by the Scottish Ministers / the Licensing Authority). 

AOWFL, in undertaking the operation of the EOWDC, will comply with AOWFL Health, Safety, 

Security and Environment (HSSE) systems and standards, the relevant HSSE legislation and 

such other relevant legislation and guidance so as to protect the safety of operational 

personnel and other third parties. 

AOWFL, in undertaking the operation of the EOWDC, will take all necessary precautions to 

prevent pollution from entering the marine environment and / or any incident that leads to such 

pollution. 

AOWFL will, in undertaking the operation of the EOWDC, ensure compliance with all other 

relevant legislation and require that all necessary licences and permissions are obtained by 

the Contractors and Subcontractors through condition of contract and by an appropriate 

auditing process. A list of relevant legislation is provided in Appendix A.  
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4 POLLUTION  CLASSIFICATION 

4.1 Introduction 

The response strategy that will be adopted in the event of a pollution event will ultimately 

depend upon its classification using several factors:  

• The size and characteristics of the polluting substance;  

• Probable and predicted behaviour of the substance in the sea;  

• Consideration of the environmental sensitivities in the path of the pollution; and   

• Consideration of the consequences of the different response options on the 

environment as a whole if they were to be adopted.  

Oil (hydrocarbon) spills will be classified in accordance with the internationally recognised and 

accepted three tier oil spill classification system (Figure 3).  

Chemical spills will be classified according to the characteristics of the chemical and the 

behaviour exhibited by the chemical when released into the marine environment (i.e. whether 

the chemical evaporates, floats on the surface of the water, dissolves in the water, or sinks to 

the seabed), see Section 5.3 for further information. 

Pollution may also take the form of solid debris, if materials dropped into the marine environ-

ment subsequently fracture and float. For example blade materials (fibreglass, foam and 

bolsa wood) may fall within the solid debris classification of pollution. Whilst this MPCP fo-

cuses on response to liquid pollution, response to solid debris pollution will be largely the 

same as for a liquid spill, and will be reported to all necessary parties. Any object dropped 

into the marine environment which is expected to remain whole, with no potential for fractur-

ing, will be treated as a Dropped Object incident, rather than a pollution incident. 

 

This O&M MPCP outlines emergency response procedures developed to respond to 

Tier 1 Incidents (as defined in Figure 3 on Page 18).  

Tier 2 and 3 incident response fall outside of this O&M MPCP, however references to 

Tier 2 and 3 incidents have been included to assist in the escalation and de-escalation 

processes should the demands of an incident response exceed Tier 1 capability. 

 

Within the scope of this document a Tier 1 incident may include scenarios such as small re-

leases to water that can be managed by onsite staff. If there is any level of uncertainty re-

garding the ability of AOWFL or contractors to respond, the response will be escalated to 

Tier 2 and professional contractors will be mobilised. 

4.2 Oil Spills Classification 

Figure 3 is provided as an aid to tier definition for any individual reporting and responding to a 

hydrocarbon spill. The Primary Responder (the person(s) who will assume primacy in the event 

of a marine pollution incident and manage initial response (Vessel Master or Service Lead)) 





 

    

UAB-HSE-PR-005 - Rev. 10 Page 19 of 85 

 
Confidentiality: C2 - Internal 

4.3 Chemical Spills Classification 

Volumes of chemicals used in the Development are not anticipated to exceed a Tier 1 small 
spill (on the oil spill tier classification system provided in Figure 3) if an incident occurred.  
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5.3 Chemical Spill Response Strategies 

Volumes of chemicals utilised in the Development will be relatively small.  Chemical spills are 

considered unlikely.  

Under Marine Licence condition 3.1.6, all chemicals to be utilised at the EOWDC must be 

approved in writing by the Licensing Authority prior to use. In addition, all chemicals to be 

utilised at the EOWDC must be selected from the List of Notified Chemicals assessed for use 

by the offshore oil and gas industry under the Offshore Chemical Regulations 2002, unless 

approved in writing by the licensing Authority.  

A brief summary of potential response techniques for different groups of chemicals (according 

to their behaviour on contact with water) is presented below:  

• Gases and Evaporators - The release of a gas or evaporating liquid chemical has the 

potential to generate vapour clouds that might be toxic or form an explosive mixture 

with air.  In an open environment, toxic vapour will usually disperse as a result of natural 

air movement and often the only feasible response measure will be to monitor any 

vapour cloud/plume as it disperses. 

• Floaters - Floaters may spreads across the water surface to form a slick.  For spills 

involving relatively persistent chemicals that float, it may be possible to detect and 

monitor floating materials.  If safe, it may be possible to consider deploying booms to 

contain and control the movement of substances.  Skimmers and other oil response 

equipment may also be used to recover material from the surface.  Containment and 

recovery may not be advisable when dealing with highly toxic or flammable chemicals.  

In certain circumstances, sorbent materials may be deployed to collect and concentrate 

a chemical spill. The assessment of these chemicals may utilise the oil spill Tier 

Strategy described in Section 4.2. 

• Dissolvers - The ability to contain and recover dissolved chemicals in extremely 

limited.  Providing means to accelerate the natural processes of dispersion and dilution 

may be the only way to respond to spills of such chemicals.  Some dissolved chemical 

plumes may, in theory, be neutralised, flocculated, oxidised or reduced by the 

application of other chemicals, but chemical treatment is unlikely to be practical and 

would not normally be recommended. 

• Sinkers - Chemicals that sink have the potential to contaminate the seabed and may 

persist in sediments.  Any response may therefore need to consider the recovery of 

any chemicals and heavily contaminated sediment.  In shallow waters, mechanical 

dredgers and pump/vacuum devices may be used to recover materials. 
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5.4 AOWFL Response Procedures  

5.4.1 Spills Originating from a Vessel  

The process set out below should be followed in the event of a marine pollution (hydrocarbon 

or chemical) incident where a spill originates from a vessel, from vessel related activity or from 

a Contractor owned asset during maintenance of the wind farm: 

• When a spill is observed, it will be reported to the Vessel Master. 

• The Vessel Master will report the spill as soon as it is safe to do so via phone, to 

the CGOC and to the Marine Coordinator, who then issues notification to AOWF 

text distribution list (presented within the ERP (UAB-HSE-PR-002)).   

• Verbal notification to CGOC Aberdeen should be followed up when practicable with 

the submission by the Vessel Master of a Marine Pollution Report (POLREP) via 

email to the CGOC and to the Marine Coordinator. The Vessel Master will ensure 

the POLREP has been received by a follow up email and call. 

• The Vessel Master (with Contractor responsible for the vessel from which the spill 

has originated) will engage the vessel Shipboard Oil Pollution Emergency Plan 

(SOPEP) and assume primacy for the incident, ensuring ongoing reporting on spill 

status as necessary and initiating response or clean-up operations as required. The 

Vessel Master and relevant Contractor, as the Primary Responder, will request 

support from specialist accredited Oil Spill Response Contractor (Ambipar 

Response) as required. The  Service Leader will provide a supporting role and 

assist with communication throughout an incident, supporting the shore based 

response where required.  

• In the event that a regional or national (Tier 2 or 3) response is required the MCA 

may implement the National Contingency Plan (NCP) (as detailed in Section 7.1.3). 

• The Environmental Specialist will be available to advise on environmental 

sensitivities for consideration when developing a response strategy and will report 

to the Licensing Authority. 

• The detailed stages of this process are outlined in Appendix C.  

AOWFL will request Contractors to hold a copy of this O&M MPCP on the bridge of any large 

maintenance vessels. 

The key actions and notifications in the event of an oil spill originating from a vessel are 

summarised in Appendix C. These checklists should be referred to and completed in the event 

of an oil spill arising from a vessel or vessel related activity and actions and notifications 

checked off during incident response (following the key stages set out above). Completed 

checklists will be submitted to the Service Leader following the incident as part of the auditing 
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process to determine lessons learned from any spill response procedures, and any 

amendments to procedures required to prevent the incident occurring again.  

Following initial notification of the spill, communications between all parties is likely to be 

regular and ongoing throughout the response. 

5.4.2 Spills Originating from a WTG 

As detailed in Appendix H the quantities and type of hydrocarbons and chemicals on the WTGs 

are not sufficient to warrant a Tier 2 or Tier 3 response. Any leakage from the equipment within 

the nacelle will be contained by the nacelle cover and any leakage from the transformer in the 

tower will be contained by a bund.  

The process set out below should be followed in the event of a marine pollution (hydrocarbon 

or chemical) incident where a spill originates from a WTG. 

• When a spill is observed originating from WTGs, it will be reported by the Spill 

Observer to the Marine Coordinator, who would then issue notification to the AOWF 

text distribution list (presented within the ERP (UAB-HSE-PR-002)). 

• The Service Leader would inform the CGOC by telephone. Verbal notification 

should be followed up when practicable with the submission of a POLREP via email 

to the CGOC by the Service Leader. The Service Leader will ensure the POLREP 

has been received by a follow up email and call. 

• The Service Leader will engage the MPCP and assume primacy of the incident.  

• The Service Leader will be responsible for ongoing reporting on spill status and will 

advise on the initial response with the Spill Observer who may utilise spill kits and 

bunding on the WTG. 

• The Environmental Specialist will be available to advise on environmental 

sensitivities for consideration when developing a response strategy and will report 

to the Licensing Authority. 

• The Service Leader will request support from a specialist accredited Oil Spill 

Response Contractor (Ambipar Response)  as required.  

Key actions and notifications in the event of an oil spill originating from an EOWDC WTG are 

summarised in Appendix C. These checklists should be referred to and completed in the event 

of an oil spill originating from a WTG and actions and notifications checked off during incident 

response (following the key stages set out above). Completed checklists will be submitted to 

the Service Leader following the incident as part of the auditing process to determine lessons 

learned from any spill response procedures, and any amendments to procedures required to 

prevent the incident occurring again.  

Following initial notification of the spill, communications between all parties is likely to be reg-

ular and ongoing throughout the response. 
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5.5 Incident Response Forms 

Several Incident Response Forms are provided to be completed as appropriate by the 

specified person in the event of an oil or chemical spill in Appendix D as listed below: 

• Oil Spill Assessment Form; 

• Marine Pollution Incident Report - CG77 POLREP; 

• Oil Spill Incident Log Sheet; and 

• Incident Briefing Checklist. 

No dispersants are currently proposed to be utilised for Tier 1 spills.  
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6 MPCP ROLES AND RESPONSIBILITIES 

AOWFL and AOWFL’s Contractors are responsible for: 

• Developing, maintaining and communicating their own MPCPs or equivalent spill 
plans consistent with this O&M MPCP;  

• Managing an ongoing spill response;  

• Liaising and co-operating with statutory bodies in the event of a spill.  

The responsibilities of those with specific pollution prevention and response roles are set out 

below. 

6.1 AOWFL 

AOWFL recognises that as the Licence Holder, it is responsible for ensuring adequate 

resources and procedures are in place and available to prevent any oil or chemical spill 

originating from the Development during its lifetime or where such spills occur to ensure they 

are adequately dealt with. AOWFL will require that all Contractors and Subcontractors, through 

conditions of contract, make appropriate provisions commensurate with the level of risk 

associated with their activities to prevent or respond to any oil or chemical spills during 

Operation of the Development. 

6.1.1 Environmental Specialist 

The Environmental Specialist will review Contractor pollution prevention and response 

documents and arrangements to ensure compliance with this O&M MPCP. The Environmental 

Specialist will provide advice to the Primary Responder (Vessel Master or Marine Coordinator) 

as required in relation to potential environmental risk arising from oil or chemical spills.  

In the event of a pollution incident, the Environmental Specialist will receive a log of all actions 

taken and notifications issued during response.  The Environmental Specialist will also provide 

support to the Primary Responder, as required, in determining an appropriate response 

strategy.  On the closure of an incident, the Environmental Specialist will be part of the lessons-

learnt exercise and may assist the O&M  Manager in conjunction with the Marine Coordinator 

and H&S Specialist on any required updates to the O&M MPCP in the context of the Consents. 

Where a pollution incident requires a Tier 2 or Tier 3 response (see Section 4 for Tier definition) 

the Environmental Specialist will be available to engage with the MCA and established 

response cells (see details on the NCP, Section 7.1.3) including the SEG to provide project 

specific environmental information to feed into the response strategy. 

Throughout the duration of any incident the Environmental Specialist will also maintain a record 

of any observed mortality or other effects on marine biota (such as marine mammals, birds 

and fish) as may be reported to them. These incidental records will be provided to relevant 

response cells, including the SEG and will, where appropriate, be considered in the formulation 

of a response strategy.  The incidental records of marine wildlife observations will be provided 

to Marine Scotland - Licensing and Operations Team (MS-LOT) as part of the wider reporting 

strategy (as set out in the OEMP). 
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Further details on the specific responsibilities of the Environmental Specialist during a marine 

pollution incident are set out under Appendix C 

6.1.2 Marine Coordinator 

A project Marine Coordination Centre (MCC) is established at Esbjerg, Denmark from where 

O&M activities are coordinated.  In addition to coordinating day-to-day vessel activity in the 

Development Area, the Marine Coordinator will be the initial AOWFL point of contact in the 

event of emergency and pollution incidents, and will report the incident to the predetermined 

Aberdeen Bay text distribution list (as per the ERP (UAB-HSE-PR-002)).  In the event of a 

pollution incident originating from a vessel or vessel related activity, the Marine Coordinator 

will assist with the coordination and execution of the ongoing response maintaining close com-

munication with the Vessel master. Where a spill is from an AOWFL installation the Marine 

Coordinator will be responsible for ensuring other installations and vessels are informed if nec-

essary.  

Further detail on the specific responsibilities of the Marine Coordinator during a marine 

pollution incident are set out in Appendix C.  

6.1.3 Vessel Master 

The Vessel Master has overall responsibility for their vessel. The Vessel Master is responsible 

for activating the SOPEP with the contractor responsible for the vessel, or equivalent vessel-

specific spill plan once reported, when a spill originates from their vessel. The Vessel Master 

will maintain the safety of personnel, confirm source, initiate a log of events, undertake the 

necessary notifications and coordinate the monitoring, and tracking of the spill and submit the 

POLREP via email to the CGOC and to the Marine Coordinator. The Vessel Master will ensure 

the POLREP has been received by a follow up email and call. 

The Vessel Master will liaise with the MCA and other relevant authorities as advised by the 

MCA to decide upon and implement the initial response strategy in line with the vessel SOPEP. 

Further detail on the specific responsibilities of the Vessel Master during a marine pollution 

incident are set out under Appendix C.   

6.1.4 Spill Observer 

The Spill Observer is the first person sighting the pollution incident and must report it to the 

Vessel Master or Marine Coordinator as necessary. 

If the spill occurs from a WTG the Spill Observer must, if safe to do so, take actions to stop the 

leakage at the source, maintain safety of personnel and initiate a log of event and actions. 

Further detail on the specific responsibilities of the Spill Observer during a pollution incident 

are set out under Appendix C. 

6.1.5 Service Leader  

The Service Leader is available 24 hours a day. Where a spill originates from a vessel the 

Service Leader will provide support to the Vessel Master and Marine Coordinator wherever 
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necessary. Where a spill originates from a WTG the Service Leader will assume primacy in 

the incident, and lead the response. The Service Leader will ensure the POLREP has been 

received by the CGOC. Further detail on the specific responsibilities of the Service Leader 

during a pollution incident are set out under Appendix C. 

6.1.6 O&M Manager 

The O&M Manager is available during office hours to initiate the investigation, closure and 

lessons learned process post incident.  

They will be responsible for ensuring an Oil Spill Response Contractor contract is maintained.. 

Details of the appointed contractor is required to be included within the Contacts Directory 

(Appendix E) and shared with all parties with responsibilities under this O&M MPCP.  

6.1.7 Site Manager 

The Site Manger will be informed of an incident by the Marine Coordinator of any pollution 

incident. 

6.2 Contractors 

O&M will be carried out by a combination of AOWFL and its Contractors. AOWFL will require 

that all Contractors and Subcontractors are familiar with this O&M MPCP.  Contractors and 

Subcontractors will ensure that Contractor SOPEP or equivalent Contractor-specific plans are 

compliant with the approved MPCP. 

Contractors are expected to prepare and implement their own MPCPs or bridging document, 

specific to the works that they are responsible for, which are to be compliant with the content 

of this document.  Contractor-specific MPCPs or bridging documents should clearly interface 

with existing SOPEPs or equivalent vessel-specific spill plans (for spills that originate from a 

vessel, or from operations taking place on a vessel related to the activity that they are 

contracted to carry out). Spill response should be a part of scheduled vessel drills. 

In the event of a spill from a vessel or from operations taking place on a vessel or from an 

installation where AOWFL has not yet taken ownership, the Contractor will assume primacy of 

the incident and be responsible for implementing an immediate response in accordance with 

their own SOPEP (or other relevant spill plan), which will be consistent with the requirements 

of this MPCP, and for informing AOWFL of their actions. 

The specific responsibilities of Contractors including Vessel Masters during a marine pollution 

incident are set out under Appendix C.   

6.3 Oil Spill Response Contractor 

Accredited oil spill / environmental incident response contractor Ambipar Response have been 

contracted by Vattenfall on a standby basis. The O&M Manager (and Commercial Manager) 

will be responsible for ensuring the Oil Spill Response Contractor contract is maintained, and 

for sharing the contact details with all parties with responsibilities under this MPCP. 
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6.4 MPCP Training  

All personnel likely to be involved in a marine pollution incident have to meet AOWFL training 

requirements and standards. 

Those individuals with MPCP responsibilities will be required by AOWFL to have received or 

to undergo training appropriate to their role in spill response.   

Additionally, AOWFL will require that all project personnel involved in O&M activities participate 

in inductions and subsequent toolbox talks that will brief individuals on the content of the 

AOWFL O&M MPCP and confirm their role in pollution prevention and response. 

AOWFL will establish a programme of ongoing exercises for maintained proficiency and 

continual improvement in pollution prevention and spill response.  This programme may 

include hands-on equipment deployments, and incident management and notification 

exercises.   
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7 INTERFACING OIL POLLUTION CONTINGENCY PLANS 

AND ORGANISATIONS  

Marine Licence Condition 3.2.11 requires that: 

The MPCP must take into account existing plans for all operations, including offshore 

installations, that may have an influence on the MPCP. 

The following sections set out how this O&M MPCP will interface with existing oil pollution 

contingency plans. 

Within the UK there is an adopted structure and procedure for response to marine pollution 

events, which clearly defines the roles and responsibilities of industry, the UK Government and 

Local Authorities.  Further information on the jurisdiction and roles of statutory bodies and 

industry in the event of a spill is provided in Appendix G. 

In the event of a spill originating from O&M activity, the Marine Coordinator will ensure that 

other operators and/or vessels in the vicinity that may be impacted, are notified.  Where a spill 

originating from the EOWDC drifts towards and/or reaches neighbouring installations and/or 

vessels, this may instigate activation of their own pollution contingency plans. Where 

appropriate AOWFL will work to implement a co-ordinated response and share pollution 

response resources. 

Other pollution contingency plans, which may interact with this O&M MPCP in the event of a 

spill originating from the Development, are identified below.   

7.1.1 Industry Plans 

This MPCP interfaces with the following industry standard plans: 

• SOPEPs/equivalent vessel-specific spill plan for each vessel; 

• Port and Harbour Oil Spill Contingency Plans (OSCPs); and 

• Oil Pollution Emergency Plans (OPEPs) for other offshore installations. 

Other installations and operators must be notified in the event of a spill.   

Hywind Scotland Pilot Park and Kincardine Offshore Wind Farm are now operational and will 

have their own approved MPCPs. Any future offshore wind farms constructed in the vicinity of 

the EOWDC will also have approved MPCPs. Furthermore, ports utilised during O&M such as 

Aberdeen Harbour, will have their own OSCP to cover incidents within the port and harbour 

limits. The Harbour’s OSCP would take priority over the EOWDC O&M MPCP in the event of 

a major spill in the harbour and port limits, in terms of response to an incident.   

Assuming pollution from an unidentifiable source is drifting towards the EOWDC, AOWFL shall 

comply fully with any instructions from the MCA or other relevant authority in order to facilitate 

an appropriate pollution response. This may include shut-down of the wind farm to allow 

mechanical recovery of the pollution or dispersant application in accordance with the MCA’s 

Marine Guidance Notice (MGN) 543 including Annex 5. In addition, the Spill Observer will 

escalate the reporting procedures and initial response actions as detailed within Section 5.2. 
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As soon as the source has been identified, the relevant installation/operator will be notified and 

AOWFL and/or their Contractors will continue to provide a supporting role.  

7.1.2 Local Authority Plans 

In the event of actual or threatened shoreline impact, the oil spill contingency plan administered 

by the relevant Local Authority (in this case co-ordinated by the Grampian Emergency Planning 

Unit on behalf of Aberdeenshire Council) will be implemented. 

7.1.3 National Contingency Plan 

In the event of a significant oil spill incident, which calls for a Tier 2 or Tier 3 response (see 

Section 4 for Tier definition), the MCA may decide to implement the NCP.  In such an event, 

the MCA may establish a Marine Response Centre (MRC).   

The role of the SOSREP is to represent the Secretaries of State for Transport and BEIS by 

removing or reducing the risk to persons, property and the UK environment arising from 

accidents involving ships, fixed or floating platforms or sub-sea infrastructure within UK waters, 

within the remainder of the Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) and on the UK Continental Shelf. 

The SOSREP has the ultimate and decisive voice for maritime salvage, offshore containments 

and intervention and is empowered to make crucial, often time-critical decisions without delay 

or recourse to a higher authority where such decisions are in the overriding UK public interest. 

Once notified the Counter Pollution and Salvage (CPS) Branch of the MCA will determine the 

need to establish a MRC. The MRC will consider and implement the most appropriate means 

to contain, disperse and remove pollutants from the scene in the event of a national (Tier 3 

and possible Tier 2) incident.  The SOSREP will also determine the need for a Salvage Control 

Unit (SCU) to monitor salvage activity and ensure that actions being taken in the case of a 

shipping event do not have an adverse effect on safety and the environment.  

The MCA will determine whether it is necessary to convene the Scottish SEG to provide advice 

on public health and environmental issues that require a regional or national response. The 

scope of the SEG functions will be directly proportional to the scale and nature of the incident, 

its geographical location, extent, severity, pollutant involved, potential hazard to human health 

and environmental sensitivities. The scale of the incident and response and their constituent 

phases are likely to evolve over time and the functions of the SEG will need to be graduated 

to meet changing requirements, escalating or diminishing in the input to each phase over time 

(MCA Scientific, Technical and Operational Advice Note (STOp) notice 2/15).  

The core members that will comprise the SEG will include representatives from Marine 

Scotland, who will chair the group, Scottish Environment Protection Agency (SEPA), Joint 

Nature Conservation Committee (JNCC), NatureScot (previously known as Scottish Natural 

Heritage (SNH)) and National Health Service (NHS) Scotland. 

Additional groups may be established where pollution threatens the coastline including the 

Strategic Coordinating Group (SCG) to manage the onshore response strategy and the 

Tactical Coordinating Group (TCG) to develop an onshore operational response plan.  A STAC 

may be established to provide advice to the SCG and TCG.  The STAC will execute a similar 
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function as the SEG. The SEG will work closely with the STAC and in some circumstances 

may merge fully to provide consistent advice in the event of a Tier 2 or 3 incident. Further 

details on the MCA NCP can be found online at:  

<https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-contingency-planncp#history.
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8 COMPLIANCE WITH APPLICATION AND SEIS 

8.1 Introduction 

In addition to the conditions presented in Table 1Error! Reference source not found., 

Condition 7 of the S.36 Consent states: 

“The Development must be constructed and operated in accordance with the terms of 

the Application and the accompanying Environmental Statement and the 

Supplementary Environmental Information Statement, except in so far as amended by 

the terms of the Section 36 consent and any direction made by the Scottish Ministers.” 

Section 8.2 sets out that the commitments made in the Application, ES and SEIS will be 

delivered.  

8.2 Delivery of the Marine Pollution Related Mitigation Proposed in the 

ES 

The ES and associated SEIS detailed a number of mitigation commitments relevant to the 

operational phase of the Development. Appendix G sets out where each commitment has 

been addressed within this O&M MPCP. 
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APPENDIX B - RESPONSE STRATEGY GUIDELINES 

This Appendix provides supporting information to personnel involved in planning and 

executing oil spill response for AOWFL’s offshore operations.   

The following sections provide information on each type of response strategy available in the 

event of a spill at sea and provides details on factors affecting selection and deployment of 

response.   

The response strategy adopted will depend upon the spill details and the prevailing 

environmental conditions.  The essential information required as a basis for decision making 

is: 

• Size and status of the oil spill (e.g. controlled or uncontrolled); 

• Location of the oil slick; 

• Type of oil and its characteristics; 

• Meteorological information, current and predicted weather and sea state; 

• Authorities informed; 

• Action taken; and 

• Evidence gathered, e.g. samples and photographs. 

More information will be required as the situation develops, for example as a part of the 

monitoring process, a survey of the location of seabirds might be carried out to determine the 

advisability of using dispersants.  Aerial surveillance and monitoring will also form an integral 

part of the response, for example in the case of a large oil spill where dispersant is being used. 

The response strategies available to AOWFL are outlined below:  

• Main Strategies (strategies expected to be adopted in the majority of oil spills): 

o Monitor and Evaluate (Section based upon the internationally recognised 
Bonn Agreement Oil Appearance Code (BAOAC) 2004); 

o Natural dispersion – maintain the spill under observation but with no active 
intervention (Section based on (BAOAC) 2004);  

• Alternative Strategies (alternative strategies in the unlikely event of a larger oil 
spill, that would require the appointment of an accredited Oil Spill Response 
Contractor): 

o Chemical dispersion (Section based on MMO and Marine Scotland - Marine 
Laboratory (MS-ML) issued guidance on dispersant use (Annex 4 PON1 
Guidance, 22nd March 2011)); 

o Mechanical containment and recovery (Section based on OSRL (2006) Oil 
Spill Responders Handbook); and  

o Onshore clean-up (Section based on OSRL (2006) Oil Spill Responders 
Handbook). 
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The appropriate response will depend not only on the potential limitations of each of the 

possible response options, but also on the type of oil spilled and the environmental sensitivities 

that are threatened by the spill. 

It should be noted that Tier 2 and 3 spills are beyond the scope of this O&M MPCP. 

Therefore only the ‘main strategies’ are presented here. In the unlikely event of a Tier 

2 or Tier 3 spill, the Vattenfall Oil Spill Response Contractor (Ambipar Response) and 

external parties will be called upon to provide appropriate response strategies. 

B 1.1 Monitor & Evaluate 

Monitor and evaluate is the primary response strategy for oil spills that pose no significant 

threat to the coastline or sensitive resources, as the normally high energy conditions offshore 

on the UKCS will naturally break up the oil spill.  It is recognised that it is essential to monitor 

an oil spill until complete dispersion.  Where surveillance from a vessel is insufficient, aerial 

surveillance should be undertaken. This is considered to constitute a Tier 2 or 3 spill and is 

therefore beyond the scope of this O&M MPCP.   

All oil spills must be monitored until they have completely dispersed.  During operations, small 

spills in close proximity to installations can be monitored by using a small vessel. 

B 1.4 Natural Dispersion 

If the oil slick does not immediately threaten any sensitivity or resource and prediction methods 

show that the oil will disperse by itself, then the valid response strategy is to monitor the oil 

slick until it disperses naturally.   

This is the preferred response strategy for spills from the Development.  According to the 

results of the risk assessment presented in Appendix H the most likely oil spills associated 

with the Development are of a light non-persistent type and of relatively low volume.  

Therefore, allowing natural dispersion, in conjunction with continued monitoring and 

evaluation, would be the most appropriate response strategy in most cases.   

The future movement and behaviour of the oil should be predicted, as far as possible, using 

weather forecasts and computer modelling until it has completely dispersed.  This would be 

available through an accredited Oil Spill Response Contractor, or other consultancy with 

access to oil spill computer modelling software.  Oil on the sea surface should be monitored 

by direct observation.   

Natural dispersion relies solely on the various weathering processes and their overall 

contribution to oil slick removal. Natural dispersion processes are summarised in Table B2 

below. 
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Table B2 - Fate of spilled oil in the marine environment – natural dispersion 

processes 

Weathering 
Agent 

Description Rate and 
contribution 
to slick 
removal 

DIESEL Intermediate 
Fuel Oil 
(IFO) 

Spreading Oil will tend to spread out on the surface 
of the water.  The rate and degree to 
which it does will depend upon the 
viscosity of the oil and the surface 
tension between the oil and the water.  
The higher the temperature, the lower 
the viscosity and the greater the degree 
and speed of spreading.  Under the 
influence of wind the oil will become 
unevenly distributed.  It will tend to break 
up into patches or ribbons, thickest in the 
leading edge and thinnest at the trailing 
edge.   

Rapid cover 
of large 
areas. 

Very 
rapid 
spreading 

Rapid 
spreading 

Evaporation Evaporation will remove the more 
volatile molecules from the surface of the 
oil slick into the atmosphere.  It will act 
fastest when there is a large surface area 
of oil exposed to the air and will increase 
with temperature.  It will be more 
predominant when the proportion of 
lighter to heavier molecules in the oil is 
high and the energy in the sea and 
atmosphere is high (rough conditions).   

Rapid, 
particularly 
for lighter 
oils.  It may 
account for 
10 – 75 % of 
removal of oil 
from the sea 
surface 
depending 
upon the 
initial type.   

Major 
means of 
removal 

Initially 
dominant 
means of 
removal 

Dissolution The soluble elements of the oil (the 
lighter molecules) will preferentially be 
removed from the slick into the water 
column and they will subsequently be 
diluted by dispersion.  Aided by high 
energy in the sea.   

Active soon 
after a spill 
occurs, but 
overall it is a 
relatively 
minor 
pathway.   

Can be 
important 

Can be 
important 

Dispersion The oil layer on the surface of the sea is 
broken into small droplets which then 
disperse into the water column.  The rate 
at which this occurs and the degree to 
which it occurs will depend upon the 
composition of the oil.  Aided by high 
energy in the sea. 

An important 
process for 
removing oil 
from the 
surface and 
facilitating 
bio-
degradation.  
Most 
important for 
the less 
viscous oils.   

Important Important 

Photolysis Light energy acting upon oil breaks Negligible Important Important 
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Weathering 
Agent 

Description Rate and 
contribution 
to slick 
removal 

DIESEL Intermediate 
Fuel Oil 
(IFO) 

chemical bonds in the hydrocarbon 
chains and allows it to slowly oxidise.  
Aided by high levels of irradiation.   

over the 
short term in 
high northern 
latitudes 
however 
important in 
the long term 
and lower 
latitudes.   

Bio-
degradation 

Biodegradation is the ultimate means of 
removal of free oil from the environment.  
Aided by ample nutrient supply, 
dispersion of oil, moderate 
temperatures, and high energy 
environments.   

Minor 
importance 
in the short 
term but very 
important in 
the long 
term. 

Not 
important 

Important in 
long term 

Drift Drift of the oil slick is facilitated by wind, 
waves and surface water currents.   

Important in 
distributing 
oil and 
moving it into 
or out of 
sensitive 
areas.   

Can be 
important 

Important 

Other qualities to note are: 

• Diesel is a low viscosity distillate fuel made from light gas oil.  Typically it 

has a density of 0.846 kilograms per litre.  It contains a high proportion of 

light ends and so evaporation will play an important part in the removal of 

the oil from the surface of the sea.  Spill evaporation rate will depend on 

the volume and rate of spill.   

• Oil can be characterised according to its behaviour in the environment if 

spilled, according to its ITOPF Group.   

• Lube and hydraulic oils are refined products.  They have no light ends and 

behave as viscous oil.  Evaporation will be limited and spreading relatively 

slow, however, they are dispersed rapidly by natural wave action. 
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weathering characteristics 

Assess prevailing and if possible 
future weather conditions 

Determine: 

• Wind speed and direction; 

• State of tide and current speed; and 

• Sea state. 
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D 1.2 Marine Pollution Incident Report- CG77 POLREP 

An incident report form, CG77 POLREP, is to be completed by either the Vessel Master (in the 

case of spill from vessel) or Service Lead (in the case of spill from WTG) as detailed in Section 

0, and issued to CGOC Aberdeen: 

CGOC Aberdeen Tel: 0344 382 0723 zone3@hmcg.gov.uk 

The Vessel Master or Service Lead should not delay sending a report.  If certain information is 

lacking, this could be provided at a later date.   

Where a spill arises from a vessel or vessel related activity the Vessel Master will provide 

updates to CGOC and to the Marine Coordinator throughout any pollution incident verbally 

and/or via updates to the POLREP in line with the SOPEP. Where a spill arises from a WTG 

the Service Lead will provide updates to the CGOC verbally and through submission of a 

POLREP. 

Reporting Pollution 

CG77 - POLREP 

INITIAL INCIDENT REPORT 

A. Classification: -   

B. Date/Time/Observer: -   

C. Position and Extent of Pollution: -  

D. Tide: -     

Wind: -                                                                                  

 

 

 

E. Weather: -   

F. Characteristics of Pollution: -   

G. Source and Cause of Pollution: -   

H. Details of Vessels in area: -  

I. Not Used  

J. Any Photographs or Samples: -   

K. Remedial Action: -   

L. Forecast of oil movement: -   

M. Names of others informed: -   

N. Other relevant information: -   

Guidance is given below on the type of information to be recorded in a CG77 POLREP. 
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A. Classification: - Select – Doubtful, Probable, Confirmed  

B. Date/Time/Observer: - Enter date/time of obs. – state UTC or local time / Enter name or 

title of observer 

C. Position and Extent of Pollution: - by latitude and longitude if possible, state range and 

bearing from some prominent landmark and estimated amount of pollution, e.g. size of 

polluted area; number of tonnes of spilled oil; or number of containers, drums etc. lost. When 

appropriate, give position of observer relative to pollution 

D. Tide: - Speed/Direction  Wind: - Speed/Direction 

E. Weather: - Conditions and Sea State 

F. Characteristics of Pollution: - give type of pollution, e.g. oil crude or otherwise; 

packaged or bulk chemicals; garbage. For chemicals, give proper name or United Nations 

Number, if known.  For all, give appearance e.g. liquid; floating solid; liquid oil; semi-liquid 

sludge; tarry lumps; weathered oil; discoloration of sea; visible vapour etc. 

G. Source and Cause of Pollution: - from vessels or other undertaking. If from a vessel, 

say whether as a result of apparent deliberate discharge or a casualty.  If the latter, give a 

brief description.  Where possible, give name, type, size, nationality and Port of Registry of 

polluting vessel.  If vessel is proceeding on its way, give course, speed and destination, if 

known. 

H. Details of Vessels in area: - to be given if the polluter cannot be identified and the spill 

is considered to be of recent origin. 

I. Not Used 

J. Any Photographs or Samples: - Give details of any photographs or samples taken. 

K. Remedial Action: - Give details of any actions taken, or intended, to deal with spillage. 

L. Forecast: - Likely effects of pollution – e.g. arrival on shore and estimated timings.  

M. Names: - of others informed apart from addressees to this message. 

N. Other relevant information: - e.g. Names of other witnesses or references to other 

instances of pollution which may point to a source. 
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APPENDIX F - LEGAL FRAMEWORK AND GOVERNMENT 

RESPONSIBILITIES 

F 1.1 Government Responsibilities 

A number of UK government organisations have responsibilities for oil spill prevention, 

planning and response.  Figure G1 summarises the key government bodies and their offshore 

jurisdiction. 

Figure G1 - Government organisations and corresponding offshore jurisdiction 
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F 1.2 Interfaces with National Contingency Plan, Bonn Agreement 

and Others 

Whilst the previous section outlines UK government organisation responsibilities for oil spill 

prevention, this section outlines the legal framework within which the responses must be 

coordinated including the National Contingency Plan and Bonn Agreement. 

F 1.2.1 National Contingency Plan (NCP) 

Introduction 

The NCP for Marine Pollution from Shipping and Offshore Installations has been developed by 

the UK Government and sets out the arrangements at a national level for dealing with spillage 

of oil or other hazardous materials at sea in UK waters.  The NCP is designed for incidents of 

national significance which, in most cases, would be classified as large Tier 2 or Tier 3 pollution 

incidents.  The plan involves a great number of organisations from central and local 

Government and private industry. 

Activation of the NCP 

Note that the activation of the NCP is not the responsibility of an Offshore Operator.  Activation 

of the NCP is the responsibility of the MCA.  It should also be noted that the activation of the 

NCP in response to an oil spill from the Development is extremely unlikely, and therefore this 

section is mainly provided for information purposes.   

Further details on the MCA NCP can be found online at:  

<https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-contingency-planncp#history>. 

F 1.2.2 The Bonn Agreement 

The Bonn Agreement, which entered into force in1983 (and was subsequently amended in 

1989, 1994 and 2001), is the mechanism by which the North Sea States and the European 

Community (the Contracting Parties), work together to: 

• Help each other in combating pollution in the North Sea Area from maritime 
disasters and chronic pollution from ships and offshore installations; 

• Carry out surveillance as an aid to detecting and combating pollution at sea. 

The Bonn Agreement is the major counter-pollution interstate agreement for northern Europe.  

The North Sea States party to the Bonn Agreement are: 

• Belgium; 

• Denmark; 

• France; 

• Germany; 

• Ireland; 
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• The Netherlands; 

• Norway; 

• Spain; 

• Sweden; 

• United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland. 

The Bonn Agreement sets out command and control procedures for pollution incidents likely 

to affect participating parties, as well as channels of communication and resources available.  

It sets out the mechanism by which North Sea States, and the European Community, will work 

together to combat pollution in the North Sea area from maritime disasters, chronic pollution 

from ships and offshore installations and recommends the command structure and operational 

co-ordination between the parties.  The Agreement is largely oriented towards major spills; 

however, it is not confined to such events and will apply as necessary to any spills within the 

Bonn regions, which are of sufficient severity to warrant joint action.   

In the event of an oil spill entering any waters of Member States other than those of the 

origination state, it may be necessary to implement the response strategies agreed with 

participating parties under the Bonn Agreement.  The Bonn Agreement becomes operational 

when agreement to the request for its implementation is reached.  Responsibility for 

implementing joint action rests with the Action Co-ordinating Authority (ACA) of the State on 

whose side of the median line a spill originated.   

The experience gained through the Bonn Agreement has been codified in the Bonn Agreement 

Counter-Pollution Manual.  This sets out: 

• Agreed General Strategy;  

• Specific Policies agreed on many issues;  

• Agreed approaches on Response operations;  

• Arrangements for joint Exercises;  

• Agreed arrangements for Reporting;  

• Agreed approaches on Surveillance of oil spills.   

The Bonn Agreement Counter Pollution Manual is available online at: < 

http://www.bonnagreement.org/manuals >.   

F 1.2.3 Industry Plans 

The EOWDC MPCP interfaces with the following industry standard plans, as appropriate for 

the planned operations as outlined in Section 7. 

The interaction of these plans in relation to potential oil spill size is shown in Table F1. 
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APPENDIX H - OIL AND CHEMICAL POLLUTION SOURCES 

AND RISK ASSESSMENT 

H 1.1 Introduction 

This section identifies the type and size of oil and chemical spill that the EOWDC spill response 

arrangements will need to be able to address. It considers the potential sources and likelihood 

of spills that could occur from typical operations, gives an overview of the potential ‘operational’ 

and ‘worst case’ scenarios, and the prevention and control measures proposed by AOWFL to 

minimise or eliminate spill risks.   

The severity of effects from a spill are dependent on a wide range of factors, including: 

• The volume of oil or chemical spilled; 

• The physical and chemical nature of the product; 

• The location of the spill and proximity of shoreline or other sensitivities; 

• The weather and sea state conditions during and following the spill; and 

• Hydrographic conditions. 

Given this variety of factors, accurate predictions of impacts before a spill are difficult to make.  

Rapid access to information on the environmental conditions and features is essential in spill 

response.   

For offshore operations, oil spills often pose the most serious environmental risk. Chemical 

spills, although they can have localised highly toxic effects and pose particular risk to 

personnel, are generally lower risk, as inventories of stored chemicals are often much smaller 

in volume than those of hydrocarbons. In addition, chemicals commonly exhibit solubility in 

water and hence are diluted rapidly on contact with the sea in the event of a spill. Oil and other 

liquid hydrocarbons exhibit no such solubility on contact with water – the majority initially float 

on the water’s surface, though may over time sink beneath the surface, and can persist in the 

marine environment for long periods of time, depending on the type of hydrocarbon released.  

For these reasons, hydrocarbon spills are considered in more detail than chemical spills in the 

sections below. 

H 1.2 Spill Scenarios, Prevention and Control Measures 

Potential spill scenarios are dictated by the hydrocarbon and chemical inventories on the 

vessels and offshore installations. In practice, due to precautions such as training, operating 

procedures and engineered solutions, the majority of the spills that may occur are likely to be 

small. 

A brief risk assessment of potential spill scenarios and proposed mitigation measures to 

minimise or eliminate the risks was carried out for the Development (construction and 

operational phase as appropriate)operational phase, and is presented in Table HH1. The risk 
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assessment has been reviewed for the O&M phase to ensure that the worst case spill scenario 

is assessed. 

For general oil spill response, it is common to divide levels of response into three tiers, 

according to the severity of the spill and the resources required to combat it. This response 

concept can also be applied to certain chemical spills. The three tiers are commonly defined 

as follows (Figure): 

• Tier 1 response is that which is immediately available on site, geared for the most 

frequently anticipated spill;  

• Tier 2 response is for less frequently anticipated spills of larger size and for which 

external resources on a regional level will be required to assist in monitoring and clean-

up; and 

• Tier 3 response is in place for the very rarely anticipated spill of major proportions and 

which will possibly require national and international resources to assist in protecting 

vulnerable areas and in the clean-up.  

Figure H1 The tiered response concept 

 

 

The conventional view of a Tier 3 scenario is one involving an exceptionally large volume of 

spilled oil, for example from a major ship-sourced accident, an oil well blowout, or other such 

rare but highly significant event. However, a Tier 3 response may also be required for more 

modest volumes of oil or chemicals, perhaps where Tier 2 arrangements may be largely absent 

or overwhelmed, highly sensitive areas threatened, or highly-specialised strategies being 

required that are not available locally. 

The EOWDC-specific risk assessment in Table H shows that small operational type spills (e.g., 

Tier 1 category) are the most likely. However, the risk assessment cannot predict with certainty 

the Tier level outcome of any spill, and under a worst case spill scenario, it is possible (although 

considered highly unlikely) that a Tier 2 or Tier 3 response could be required. 
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The main source of hydrocarbons associated with the Development will be Marine Gas Oil 

(MGO) or Intermediate Fuel Oil (IFO) used to fuel O&M vessels. The quantities of MGO and 

IFO will be limited to the bunkering capabilities of the vessels. The potential worst case spill 

scenario associated with the Development would be a complete loss of fuel inventory from two 

large vessels as a result of collision, or where a passing vessel collides with a wind farm vessel 

or structure. 

Once spilled in the marine environment, oil immediately begins to undergo weathering, a term 

used to describe many natural, physical, chemical and biological changes. The changes that 

the oil undergoes will often influence the effectiveness of response options. Prevailing 

meteorological and oceanographic conditions, as well as the type of oil spilled, will determine 

its ultimate fate. 

The changes that chemicals undergo once spilled are highly variable depending on the type 

of chemical and are summarised in Sections 5. 
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H 1.3 Vessel to Vessel refuelling 

The EOWDC Marine Licence condition which specifies the requirement for a Marine Pollution 

Contingency Plan (Condition 3.1.11) states that: 

practices used to refuel vessels at sea must conform to industry standards and to 

relevant legislation. 

This section includes additional detail to that presented in H1 above and is provided to clearly 

address the requirements of this Marine Licence condition, noting that it is considered highly 

unlikely that vessel to vessel refuelling at sea will occur given the close proximity of several 

east coast ports. 

Merchant Shipping Notice (MSN) 1829 “Ship to Ship Transfer Regulations 2010/2012” (MCA, 

2012) sets out detailed requirements regarding Ship to Ship Transfers of a cargo consisting 

wholly or mainly of oil.  The Notice is given statutory force by the Merchant Shipping (Ship to 

Ship Transfers) Regulations 2010 (as amended) and should be read in conjunction with those 

Regulations, which specify in detail what can and cannot be transferred and the penalties for 

any offences that are committed. 

Ship to Ship transfers outside of port authority areas are generally prohibited within the UK 

territorial sea.  An exemption is provided for vessels to refuel, or be refuelled by daughter-craft, 

so as not to impair operationally necessary refuelling. It is anticipated that Ship to Ship 

transfers will not be necessary during the O&M of the Development beyond ‘operationally 

necessary’ (see Table H) refuelling of vessels.   

Note that these regulations only cover transfers between vessels, they do not regulate 

transfers from a vessel to an Offshore Renewable Energy Installation (OREI).  Transfers of 

fuel from vessels to such installations (such as may be required for the refuelling of temporary 

diesel generators on the foundations) should be carried out with due regard to crew and vessel 

safety and with appropriate environmental safeguards (see Table H for potential spill scenarios 

and control measures for the Development). 

 

Table H2 below provides an extract from MSN 1829 as relevant to ship to ship refuelling 

arrangements. 

Table H 2 MSN 1829: Mother-craft/daughter-craft refuelling arrangements 

3. Mother-craft/daughter-craft refuelling arrangements  

3.1 The regulations provide a specific exemption for vessels to refuel, or be refuelled by daughter-
craft (e.g.: tenders, rescue boats, safety boats) so as not to impair local, operationally necessary 
refuelling where returning to shore is not practicable.  

3.2 Examples of ‘operationally necessary’ refuelling include, but are not limited to, the fuelling of jack 
ups, platforms and other temporary installations as well as vessels with extremely restricted capability 
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H 1.4 Use of Chemicals  

This section presents additional detail to that presented in Table H above and is provided to 

clearly address the requirements of the relevant Marine Licence conditions. 

List of Notified chemicals 

Condition 3.1.6 of the Marine Licence states;  

‘The Licensee must ensure that all chemicals which are to be utilised in the Works have been 

approved in writing by the Licensing Authority prior to use. All chemicals utilised in the Works 

must be selected from the List of Notified Chemicals assessed for use by the offshore oil and 

gas industry under the Offshore Chemicals Regulations 2002, unless approved in writing by 

the Licensing Authority.  

The List of Notified Chemicals is a product of the Offshore Chemical Notification Scheme 

(OCNS) which manages chemical use and discharge by the UK and Netherlands offshore 

petroleum industries, but which is also applied to the offshore renewables industry where 

relevant.  The scheme is regulated in the UK by the Department for Business Energy and 

Industrial Strategy (BEIS) using scientific and environmental advice from the Centre for 

Environment, Fisheries and Aquaculture Science (Cefas) and MS-ML.  A description of the 

OCNS is provided in Table  H 3  below. 

As noted in H 3 the OCNS does not apply to all chemicals.  The transfer and use of general 

items such as certain types of lubricants and oils will not appear on this List of Notified 

Chemicals. 

Table  H 3  The Offshore Chemical Notification Scheme 

The Offshore Chemical Notification Scheme (OCNS) applies to all chemicals used in the exploration, 
exploitation and associated offshore processing of petroleum on the UK Continental Shelf. 

It incorporates "operational" chemicals/products* which, through their mode of use, are expected in 
some proportion to be discharged.  This includes rig washes, pipe dopes, jacking greases and 
hydraulic fluids used to control wellheads and blow-out preventers. As well as those chemicals used 
in the actual production of hydrocarbons, those generated offshore (such as sodium hypochlorite) 
must also be notified.   

Chemicals not covered 

The scheme does not apply to chemicals that might otherwise be used on a ship, helicopter or other 
offshore structure.  Products used solely within domestic accommodation areas – such as additives 
to potable water systems, paints and other coatings, fuels, lubricants, fire-fighting foams, hydraulic 

to leave station to take on fuel such as dredgers, workboats operating offshore from mother-craft and 
accommodation vessels.  

3.3 Transfers of fuel to and from daughter-craft should be carried out with due regard to crew and 
vessel safety and with appropriate environmental safeguards.   

3.4 Particular care should be taken to ensure that appropriate training has been provided to those 

carrying out the transfer and that equipment is maintained correctly on both the supplying and 

receiving craft. 



 

    

 

 

ABE-ENV-DB-0004 - Rev. 10 Page 83 of 85 

 
Confidentiality: C2 - Internal 

fluids used in cranes and other machinery – are also exempt. 

Source: 
<http://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/20140108121930/http://www.cefas.defra.gov.uk/industry
-information/offshore-chemical-notification-scheme/about-ocns.aspx> 

Use, Storage and Transport of Chemicals 

AOWFL will require their Contractors to ensure that: 

• Where relevant, chemicals are selected from the List of Notified Chemicals 

assessed for use by the offshore oil and gas industry under the Offshore Chemicals 

Regulations 2002  and the Offshore Chemicals (Amendment) Regulations 2011.. 

Where the Development requires the use of chemicals not listed in the List of 

Notified Chemicals, AOWFL will request approval in writing from MS-LOT prior to 

their use in accordance with Marine Licence condition 3.1.6; 

• All substances and objects deposited are inert (or appropriately coated or 

protected) and do not contain toxic elements; and 

• Suitable bunding and storage facilities are employed to prevent the release of 

chemicals into the marine environment. 

AOWFL will require that these requirements are addressed within Contractors risk 

assessments and method statements.  Each Contractor shall provide a complete chemical 

inventory within their risk assessments, detailing how and when chemicals are to be used, 

stored and transported in accordance with good practice guidance, including where relevant 

(but not limited to): 

• Transport of chemicals in line with the International Maritime Dangerous Goods 

(IMDG) Code; 

• Storage of chemicals in line with the UK Control of Substances Hazardous to Health 

Regulations (COSHH) 2002 (as amended), the Registration, Evaluation, 

Authorisation and Restriction of Chemicals (REACH) Enforcement Regulations 

2008 (as amended), the CLP Regulation (European Regulation (EC) No 

1272/2008) and Health and Safety Executive guidance on offshore storage of 

chemicals (OCM (Offshore COSHH Method) guidance note 8), in addition to 

applicable manufacturer’s guidance on storage; and 

• Use of chemical products in accordance with manufacturer’s instructions and 

recommendations.   

On board each vessel a nominated individual will be responsible for ensuring that all chemicals 

are adequately stored and protected and shall, in conjunction with project and marine 

personnel, ensure that an efficient Stock Control System is in operation. This system shall 

include records for receipt, distribution and balance of all chemicals.  Chemicals shall be stored 

securely, where possible.  
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The nominated individual will ensure that all special instructions and delivery notes from the 

supplier are rigorously complied with during handling, storage and use.  Correct lifting 

procedures shall be followed to ensure safe, efficient chemical handling.  Personnel shall be 

kept informed of all precautions concerning the storage and handling of chemicals arriving on-

board. 

Safety Data Sheets (SDS) and Control of Substances Hazardous to Health (COSHH) sheets 

for each chemical substance will be reviewed to inform the risk assessment and will be 

appended to the risk assessments.  These data sheets must also be held on site where the 

chemicals are stored and/or used.  The risk assessments and method statements will also 

contain control measures to ensure that risk to the marine environment is minimised during 

use, storage and transport of chemicals.  By law suppliers of chemicals must provide an up to 

date SDS if a substance is dangerous for supply under the REACH regulation. Control of 

substances hazardous to health will be undertaken in compliance with COSHH regulations. 

H 1.3 Estimated Hydrocarbon and Chemical Inventory 

The type of hydrocarbons and chemicals that may be used during the O&M phases of the 

Development are listed in Table H 4. Within the table, hydrocarbons are allocated to one of 

four ‘groups’ as defined by International Tanker Owners Pollution Federation (ITOPF) 

classification.  Group 1 hydrocarbons are considered to be least persistent (i.e. if spilled, they 

will dissipate and not form a surface emulsion) whilst Group 4 hydrocarbons are very persistent 

(i.e. if spilled, they will not evaporate or disperse). 

Information on the volume of these hydrocarbon types involved in the Development activity at 

any one time will be dependent on the specific vessels available to undertake the construction 

works. Contractors will provide vessel data sheets for each of the main construction vessels 

to AOWFL.  In the event of a pollution incident this information will be made available to the 

Primary Responder or response cells if required.    






