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1 Introduction 
1 Scoping and consultation have been ongoing throughout the pre-application stage for the 

Pentland Floating Offshore Wind Farm (PFOWF) Array and offshore export cable(s), 
hereafter referred to as the ‘Offshore Development’, both in relation to Environmental 
Impact Assessment (EIA) and to Habitats Regulations Appraisal (HRA).  

2 This Technical Appendix (Offshore Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR) 
(Volume 3):Technical Appendix: 12.6: Marine Ornithology: Consultation Advice) provides 
the full consultation log capturing all the pre-application advice in relation to Marine 
Ornithology in respect of the Offshore Development, including the Scoping Opinion issued 
by Marine Scotland Licensing Operations Team (MS-LOT, 2021) on behalf of Scottish 
Ministers, the Scoping Opinion Addendum (MS-LOT, 2022a) and the Screening Opinion 
(MS-LOT, 2022b), as well as other associated consultation advice from Marine Scotland 
Science (MSS), NatureScot (NS) and Royal Society for the Protection of Birds (RSPB) 
Scotland.  

3 Consultation through the pre-application stage has been organised by Xodus with technical 
support on Marine Ornithology provided by HiDef Aerial Surveying Limited (HiDef). 

4 The following list of pre-application engagement provides an overview of all the key 
consultation activities carried out in relation to Marine Ornithology: 

 16 December 2020: Scoping Report (HWL, 2020) submitted for consultation.  

 24 March 2021: Marine Ornithology stakeholder meeting with NS. 

 16 April 2021: Marine Ornithology stakeholder meeting with MSS. 

 19 August 2021: HiDef paper on proposed assessment methodology for Marine 
Ornithology. 

 28 September 2021: MS-LOT issue the Scoping Opinion (MS-LOT, 2021) with appendix 
of stakeholder advice and consultation responses including those from MSS, NS and 
RSPB Scotland.  

 4 November 2021: Marine Ornithology stakeholder meeting with MS-LOT, MSS, NS 
and RSPB Scotland. 

 19 November 2021: RSPB Scotland advice on study area buffer, survey duration, 
apportioning, and tern species.  

 24 November 2021: MSS / NS advice on survey duration, Special Protection Area (SPA) 
connectivity, breeding season apportioning.  

 6 December 2021: RSPB Scotland advice on storm petrel, rates of displacement and 
mortality, combining collision risk and displacement, population modelling and 
cumulative assessment.  

 7 December 2021: MSS / NS advice on rates of displacement and mortality, combining 
collision risk and displacement, apportioning in the non-breeding season.  

 14 December 2021: HiDef paper on apportioning approaches during the breeding 
season. 
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 16 December 2021: Marine Ornithology stakeholder meeting with MS-LOT, MSS, NS 
and RSPB Scotland. 

 22 December 2021: Request for Scoping Opinion. Pentland Floating Offshore Wind 
Farm EIA Scoping Report Addendum (HWL, 2021) submitted for consultation.  

 21 January 2022: NS provide references on auk wintering attendance. 

 2 February 2022: Nature Conservation Appraisal (NCA) Screening Report (HWL, 
2022) submitted for consultation. 

 16 February 2022: HiDef paper on Marine Ornithological cumulative / in-combination 
assessment relevant to both EIA and HRA processes. 

 21 February 2022: Marine Ornithology stakeholder meeting with MS-LOT, MSS, NS 
and RSPB Scotland to discuss scope of cumulative impact assessment. 

 31 March 2022: MS-LOT response confirming  MSS (30 March 2022) and  NS (18 March 
2022) advice on use of MS Apportioning Tool and SeaBORD modelling.  

 9 May 2022: Confirmation from the Joint Nature Conservation Committee (JNCC) on 
the correct colony counts for kittiwake, guillemot, razorbill and puffin and North 
Caithness Cliffs SPA.  

 16 May 2022: MS-LOT issue the Scoping Opinion Addendum (MS-LOT, 2022a) 
including stakeholder advice and consultation responses from MSS, NS and RSPB 
Scotland.  

 25 May 2022: MS-LOT response confirming MSS / NS advice on use of a conversion 
factor for auks in SeabORD displacement modelling.   

 17 June 2022: MS-LOT issue the Screening Opinion for HRA (MS-LOT, 2022b) including 
stakeholder advice and consultation responses from MSS, NS and RSPB Scotland.  

 23 June 2022: Confirmation from Highlands and Islands Enterprise (HIE) that the survey 
report and associated data for the Dounreay Demonstration Centre (DDC) is publicly 
available and can be shared for use in relation to the Offshore Development. 

5 Table 1 presents the full consultation log of regulatory and stakeholder advice relevant to 
Marine Ornithology and indicates where it has been addressed in the Offshore application. 
EIAR Chapter and appendix titles are shortened as follows for ease of reading in Table 1:    

 Offshore EIAR (Volume 2) Chapter 12: Marine Ornithology shortened to ‘the EIAR 
Chapter’. 

 Offshore EIAR (Volume 3) Technical Appendix 12.1 Marine Ornithology: Baseline Data 
shortened to ‘Technical Appendix 12.1: Baseline Data’.   

 Offshore EIAR (Volume 3) Technical Appendix 12.2 Marine Ornithology: Connectivity 
and Apportioning shortened to ‘Technical Appendix 12.2: Connectivity and Apportioning’.   

 Offshore EIAR (Volume 3) Technical Appendix 12.3 Marine Ornithology: Collision Risk 
Modelling shortened to ‘Technical Appendix 12.3: Collision Risk Modelling’.   

 Offshore EIAR (Volume 3) Technical Appendix 12.4 Marine Ornithology: Displacement 
Analysis shortened to ‘Technical Appendix 12.4: Displacement Analysis’. 

 Offshore EIAR (Volume 3) Technical Appendix 12.5 Marine Ornithology: Population 
Modelling shortened to ‘Technical Appendix 12.5: Population Modelling’.   
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