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Dear Sir or Madam 

Marine (Scotland) Act 2010, Part 4 Maine Licencing, The Marine Works (Environmental 

Impact Assessment) (Scotland) Regulations 2017 - Port of Dundee – Quay Improvement 

Works, Capital Dredging and Sea Deposit, Port of Dundee, EIA report 

Thank you for consulting us on this marine license application, Environmental Impact 

Assessment (EIA) report and is supporting information, which we received on the 7 

October 2025. We have reviewed the details in terms of our historic environment 

interests. This covers World Heritage Sites, scheduled monuments and their settings, 

category A-listed buildings and their settings, inventory gardens and designed 

landscapes, inventory battlefields and Historic Marine Protected Areas. 

The relevant local authority archaeological and cultural advisors will also be able to offer 

advice on the scope of the cultural heritage assessment. This may include topics covered 

by our advice giving role, and also other topics such as unscheduled archaeology, 

category B and C listed buildings and conservation areas. 

Our advice 
We have reviewed the information contained within the EIA report and can confirm that 

the proposal would not have any significant impacts on heritage assets within our remit. 

We do not wish object to the proposal and we have no further comments to make on the 

application. Our view is that the proposals do not raise historic environment issues of 

national significance and therefore we do not object.  

Our decision not to object should not be taken as our support for the proposals. Decision 

makers are expected to treat our comments as a material consideration, and this advice 

should be taken into account in your decision making. This application should be 

[Redacted]
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determined in accordance with national and local policy on development affecting the 

historic environment, together with related policy guidance. 

From 1 January 2025 we no longer provide advice on undesignated underwater cultural 

heritage. This includes the preparation of documents for post-consent activities including 

Written Schemes of Investigation or Protocols for Archaeological Discoveries. For EIA 

projects, the relevant competent authority must ensure that they have access to sufficient 

expertise to examine the EIA report in accordance with the relevant regulations. 

Further information  
Decisions that affect the historic environment should take the Historic Environment Policy 

for Scotland (HEPS) into account as a material consideration. HEPS is supported by our 

Managing Change guidance series.  

We hope this is helpful. If you would like to submit more information about this or any 

other proposed development to us for comment, please send it to our consultations 

mailbox, hmconsultations@hes.scot. If you have questions about this response, please 

contact Kevin Mooney at kevin.mooney@hes.scot.  

Yours faithfully  

Historic Environment Scotland 



Scottish Environment Protection 
Agency
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To Whom It May Concern,

Marine Works (Environmental Impact Assessment) (Scotland) Regulations 2017
000011344 & 00011345 - Quay Improvement Works, Capital Dredging and Sea
Deposit, Port of Dundee

Thank you for the above consultation. Based on the information provided, it
appears that this application falls below the thresholds for which SEPA provide
site specific advice. Please refer to our standing advice and other guidance
available on our website. In addition, please also refer to our SEPA standing
advice for the Department for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy and
Marine Scotland on marine consultations available here.

If there is a significant site-specific issue, not addressed by our guidance or other
information provided on our website, with which you would want our advice, then
please reconsult us highlighting the issue in question and we will try our best to
assist.

from
Nina Caudrey
Senior Planning Officer

Disclaimer
The information contained in this email and any attachments may be confidential and is intended
solely for the use of the intended recipients. Access, copying or re-use of the information in it by any
other is not authorised. If you are not the intended recipient, please notify us immediately by return
email to postmaster@sepa.org.uk. Registered office: SEPA, Angus Smith Building, 6 Parklands
Avenue, Eurocentral, Holytown, North Lanarkshire, ML1 4WQ. Communications with SEPA may be
monitored or recorded or released in order to secure the effective operation of the system and for
other lawful purposes.

Dh’fhaodadh gum bi am fiosrachadh sa phost-d seo agus ceanglachan sam bith a tha na chois
dìomhair, agus cha bu chòir am fiosrachadh a bhith air a chleachdadh le neach sam bith ach an
luchd-faighinn a bha còir am fiosrachadh fhaighinn. Chan fhaod neach sam bith eile cothrom
fhaighinn air an fhiosrachadh a tha sa phost-d no a tha an cois a’ phuist-d, chan fhaod iad lethbhreac
a dhèanamh dheth no a chleachdadh arithist. Mura h-ann dhuibhse a tha am post-d seo, feuch gun

[Redacted]
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inns sibh dhuinn sa bhad le bhith cur post-d gu postmaster@sepa.org.uk. Togalach Aonghais Mhic a'
Ghobhainn, 6 Craobhraid Parklands, Eurocentral, Baile a' Chuilinn, Siorrachd Lannraig a Tuath, ML1
4WQ. Faodar conaltradh còmhla ri SEPA a sgrùdadh no a chlàradh no a sgaoileadh gus obrachadh
èifeachdach an t-siostaim a ghlèidheadh agus airson adhbharan laghail eile.
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Dear Ms Skelton, 

MARINE (SCOTLAND) ACT 2010, PART 4 MARINE LICENSING 

THE MARINE WORKS (ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT) (SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 
2017 

Thank you for consulting NatureScot on the application and supporting Environmental Impact 
Assessment Report (EIAR) for Port of Dundee quay Improvement Works, capital dredging and 
sea deposit. 

1.Summary of proposal  

The works comprise of capital dredging surrounding the port itself (DunEco Quay, the approach 
to PCW, widening the PCW berth pocket and extend it 200m to the East) and deepening a 
section of the Lady Shoal Approach Channel. There will also be improvement works to PCW 
where a new piled wall would be installed immediately in the front of the existing PCW to 
reinforce the quay structure, consisting of 48 main piles, infilled with sheet-piles, and extending 
for 106m along the sea face of the quay. The proposed works are to improve the service and 
support the offshore renewables industry. 

2. EIAR and Shadow HRA conclusions and impacts to Natural Heritage  

We broadly agree with the conclusions presented in the EIAR and Shadow HRA. We have 
undertaken a detailed appraisal (see Appendix 1) of the impacts this proposal will have on 
protected sites and within this appraisal we provide further advice, mitigation measures to 
consider and areas where we disagree with the conclusions presented.  

For benthic environments, we agree that there will be a likely significant effect to some features 
of the Firth of Tay and Eden Estuary SAC but that these are not significant in EIA terms and there 
will be no adverse effects on site integrity. We advise a condition of the marine license should 
be that an up-to-date robust biosecurity plan is produced that includes both operations of the 
Port and the dredge activity itself.  

For marine ornithology, we agree with most of the conclusions within the HRA and EIA, however, 
we do not agree that there will be no likely significant effect on eider, a qualifying feature of 
Outer Firth of Forth and St Andrews Bay Complex (OFFSABC) Special Protection Area (SPA) but 
can conclude there will be no adverse effect on site integrity.  There is a lack of detail around the 
surveys undertaken, there is no report for the 2024/25 survey, and we lack assurance that we 
requested at screening that turbines will not be assembled, tested, stored and towed during the 
operational phase as this could raise additional impacts to SPA species. 
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For fish, the most sensitive period for Atlantic salmon in this area is during smolt migration 
between April-May. We advise a piling restriction during those months to minimise disturbance 
to migratory fish. 

For marine mammals, we agree with the conclusions of the report although we do highlight 
areas of concern, but these do not affect the conclusions of the assessments or the surveys 
undertaken. 

If you require any further information, please contact Polly Thompson 
in the first instance. 

Yours sincerely, 
Polly Thompson 
Operations Officer – Central Highland 
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Appendix 1 - Appraisal of proposals impacts to the environment  

1.1 Benthic Environment  

The proposal is within Firth of Tay and Eden Estuary SAC Special Area for Conservation (SAC), 
which is protected for a number of habitats; Estuaries, intertidal mudflats and sandflats and 
subtidal sandbanks. It is also within the OFFSABC SPA and is close to the Firth of Tay and Eden 
Estuary SPA. Any impacts to the benthic habitats within the Firth of Tay and Eden Estuary SAC 
are connected to both SPAs, as these habitats are a food resource for some of the protected sea 
bird features of the SPAs. 

EIAR 

We are content with the key impact pathways that have been identified in section 9.6: 

- Direct loss of benthic habitat as a result of the proposed dredging  

- Increases in SSCs and smothering of benthic habitats as a result of the proposed 
dredging and disposal 

- Release of sediment bound contaminants as a result of the proposed dredging and 
disposal 

- Underwater noise during piling 

Overall, we agree with the broad conclusions of the impact assessments for benthic habitats, 
namely that all the impacts considered are not significant in EIA terms. However, we have the 
following comments to make about the assessment undertaken to inform the EIAR and Shadow 
HRA. 

Shadow HRA Report 

The appraisal concludes there is Likely Significant Effect (LSE) as a result of the pilling and 
dredging works for the estuaries, subtidal sandbanks and intertidal mudflats and sandflats 
features of the Firth of Tay and Eden Estuary SAC (and Harbour Seal – see section 2.4) but no 
adverse effect on site integrity for any of these features. We agree with this conclusion.  

Estuaries Assessment  

We agree with the broad conclusions of the shadow HRA assessment for the estuaries feature 
for the reasons outlined within the HRA, however, we disagree with approaches outlined 
assessing the potential impacts on blue mussels (component feature) for the reasons outlined 
below related to the definition of mussel beds.  The proposed capital dredge at Dundee Port 
within the Lady Shoal channel will have LSE on the estuaries protected feature through the 
removal of benthic substrata.  The application has ruled out the requirement for maintenance 
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dredging within the Lady Shoal approach channel after the initial capital dredge; however, it is 
not clear from the reports how the applicant has reached this conclusion. 

The SAC protects ca 46 % of recorded blue mussels within the Firth of Forth Marine Region and 
includes the largest known subtidal blue mussel beds, which lie within the Lady Shoal. 45.85 ha 
of the proposed dredge footprint lies within the Lady Shoal, though it is not clear how much of 
this footprint overlaps with the true extent of the blue mussel beds. The estuaries feature 
condition has not been assessed so it is difficult to identify the current overall condition of this 
protected area. Scottish subtidal blue mussel beds are rare and there is mounting concern 
about their status. 

Definition of a blue mussel bed 

The Scottish Government and NatureScot define a subtidal blue mussel bed as an area where 
blue mussels would need to cover at least 20 % of subtidal sediments over an area of at least 5 
m x 5 m to qualify as a bed. The definition is informed by OSPAR and does not differentiate 
between juvenile and mature blue mussels. The applicant has removed juvenile blue mussel 
beds from their analysis and references the OSPAR Guidelines for Monitoring the Environmental 
Impact of Offshore Oil and Gas Activities - Reference number: 2004-11, however the guidance 
referenced is not relevant to this activity. The applicant has not stated how they have 
determined the difference between juvenile and mature blue mussels. Sample Stations ST006, 
ST0014, ST0015, ST0016 and ST0017 (Appendix 9-1 photographs) all include visible shells that 
are large enough to be potentially defined as mature. In addition to this, it is rare that new 
mussel beds will develop on bare substrate, therefore we disagree with the applicants definition 
as we have to assume where juveniles are present. It is likely that this is part of a blue mussel 
bed habitat, even if the high proportion of juveniles suggest the mature population has declined 
or the habitat itself is degraded.  

The removal of juvenile beds from the analysis where 9 sites had an abundance of over 1000 
individuals (Table 9 within appendix 9-1) is not clearly justified and therefore NatureScot is 
unable to reach the same conclusions (minor adverse) as the applicant for potential habitat 
loss. Within the Lady Shoal the applicant’s analysis only defined one area (ST015), outwith the 
dredge area, as a blue mussel bed.  

Further to this, the macrobenthic multivariate analysis infers that another site (ST013) also 
shares the same microbenthic community. Site ST013 could be evidence of subtidal blue 
mussel bed decline in the area, the low abundance of juvenile blue mussels when compared to 
other areas despite a shared macrobenthic environment to ST015, therefore it would be 
precautionary to assume this location could be suitable for blue mussel colonisation and 
therefore defined as a blue mussel bed. Therefore, NatureScot’s benthic analysis will be based 
on a worst-case scenario where all ‘Atlantic circalittoral coarse sediment (MC32)’ will be 
assessed as if it is Mytilus edulis beds on Atlantic circalittoral sediment (MC2235), to prevent 
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delays in our response, 136,195 m2 is the combined total area based on this assumption (9-5 
within the EIAR).  

Impacts to blue mussels – NatureScot Assessment  

The total area of the mussel bed feature within the Firth of Tay and Eden Estuary SAC is 
3,239,300 m2 (based on NatureScot most recent analysis1). A worst-case scenario, assuming 
declines, but still affording protection 136,195 m2 is within the capital dredge footprint could 
result in losses of up to ~4.2 % of the total the SAC’s blue mussel feature. The shadow HRA 
implies only 0.3 % of the dredge footprint overlaps with the blue mussel bed which we would 
interpret as a best-case scenario and therefore the true loss to the blue mussel feature is likely 
to lie between 0.3 – 4.2 %. Given the low density of juveniles and mature mussels found across 
the Lady Shoal footprint, even though this could be perceived as a significant loss of the habitat 
(in terms of area), functionally the loss will not be as adverse as an area of dense mussel beds. 

Blue mussels have a slow rate of recovery, any loss in extent or distribution of blue mussel beds 
within the site has the potential to cause a long-term or permanent damage in the extent of the 
habitat. However, the area is unlikely to hold a sufficient level of adults to provide a suitable 
substrate for larvae settlement.   NatureScot’s previous advice requested that modelling 
include primary and secondary impact zones, this has not been provided, though we note that 
the modelling provided within Appendix 7-1 does include several anticipated impacts to 
estuarine features from the proposed construction activity include habitat loss, water quality 
deterioration due to sediment plumes and subsequent smothering. 

Increased Suspended Sediment Concentration (SSC) 
As the Lady Shoal dredge is relatively shallow, there will be no changes to the flow rate at the 
site, however the Port of Dundee will experience permanent localised reductions to flow rate. 
The population of blue mussels found in Dundee Port will be able to recover from this change as 
long as the flow rate, does not result in significant changes to the sediment flow at the site. 

Modelling suggests bed shear stress at the port will increase in two areas (Error! Reference 
source not found.-82 within appendix 7-1), this could have an adverse impact on the area and 
cause prolonged habitat disturbance as sheer stress will increase in both areas by a minimum 
of 10 % to a maximum of 40 % along the quay wall (Figure 5-85 within appendix 7-1). The 
applicant did not provide us with a benthic survey beyond the footprint of the proposed activity, 
therefore it is unclear what effect this could have on the overall area, and how they have then 
reached conclusion of ‘negligible’ for the port area.  

The Lady Shoal dredge footprint will create an ~80 ha area of uniform depth across the 
approach and whilst particle size will remain similar across the area, modelling identifies there 
will be changes to maximum bed shear stress across the area. Figure 5-84 within appendix 7-1 
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shows that overall shear stress will be reduced, which may help stabilise the area. However, 
three sections within the Lady Shoal approach will see an increase in bed shear stress. Figures 
6-5, 6-8 and 6-11 in appendix 7-1 provides a percentage difference before and after dredging. 
Whilst much of the overall maximum shear stress at the site remains relatively unchanged, the 
model is based on sheer stress values from sediment types, rather than the sediment 
composition and bed roughness in and around the channel of the area and the analysis doesn’t 
address this in appropriate detail. The dredged area will be subject to higher erosion as there 
will be less rocky substrate to reduce the impact, where there is rock substrate, it may be 
subject to instability.  These impacts have not been taken into account fully in the EIAR and 
shadow HRA. 
 
Sediment deposition  
Dredging in any area with benthic communities can cause a direct and harmful effect to that 
population. Sedimentation from moved sediments can bury bivalves depriving them of food and 
oxygen. Dredging alters sediment characteristics including composition, which may enable 
more opportunistic species to colonise the new dredged area, outcompeting important 
habitats. Depending on timing of dredging this can have significant impacts to larval settlement 
and cause mortality. This can impact both species richness and biomass of benthic 
communities. The applicant identifies at both dredging sites, localised deposition will reach 10 
cm which far exceeds the pressure benchmark of 5cm for bivalve habitats, particularly blue 
mussel beds, however deposition models indicate that this will remain within the dredge 
footprint.  

Underwater noise 

Whilst NatureScot recognises the piling activity is short of short duration (35 days) and not 
continuous, we do not agree with the assessment of underwater noise by the applicant. There is 
mounting evidence for the impact sounds has to bivalve populations. Several studies including 
those referenced by the applicant indicate pile driving can have a significant impact on juvenile 
settlement, behavioural and physiological responses. The activity is being conducted in an SAC 
and there will be a habitat loss of up to 4.2 %. NatureScot would advise a more precautionary 
approach during the pile driving activity, to mitigate for the loss of blue mussel beds within the 
dredge footprint and to support the population’s recovery.  

Recoverability of habitat 

The removal of suitable habitat from both near the port and Lady Shoal will have a negative 
impact on juvenile blue mussel colonisation. The activity could have a medium-term impact to 
recruitment, if dredging and piling occurs during the species spawning and settlement season. 
The report states, without specifying which species, ‘the species of the communities found in 
the dredge areas are mainly species that are opportunistic settlers, capable of relatively rapid 
recolonisation provided that suitable substrate is available’. This is not true of blue mussels, the 
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applicant infers that suitable substrate will be available in those areas but only refers to particle 
size analysis, whilst is important, other variables including material composition, substrate 
stability and water clarity would be important to provide certainty in conclusions reached.  

Overall, there will be impact to the estuaries feature of the SAC, between 0.3 - 4.2 % of blue 
mussel beds could be removed from the area. However, the modelling outputs evidence that 
these will be localised and will not have long lasting impacts on overarching key features of 
importance to estuarine functioning habitats. In addition to this, the applicant has ruled out the 
requirement for future maintenance dredges at the Lady Shoal which would provide the area 
with an opportunity to recover. Although the likelihood of blue mussel beds recolonising the 
dredged area is low. The dredge footprint currently supports low density blue mussel beds, 
however these beds are not dense beds with complex structures and therefore it is unlikely this 
will have an adverse effect on site integrity. Nonetheless, we agree there will be LSE to 
important features, in all instances these are minor (no adverse impact on site integrity), 
and it is important that where possible mitigation is considered to reduce the overall 
impact of the proposed activity. The applicant has not provided any mitigation to reduce the 
LSE on the SAC features (Table 9-6 in the EIAR). 

Subtidal sandbanks assessment  

We agree with the broad conclusions of the shadow HRA assessment for the subtidal 
sandbanks feature for the reasons outlined within the HRA. Subtidal sandbanks within the SAC 
are in a ‘favourable maintained’ condition. Approximately 50 ha of the Lady Shoal approach 
mapped by the applicant is characterised as subtidal sandbanks and equates to 1.38 % of the 
total area of the protected features across the SAC. Suspended sediment concentrations 
across this area will cause short term changes in water clarity and smothering up 10cm, will 
impact the macro and microbenthic community within the area. However, given the scale of 
work the proposal the habitat will recover by natural processes and there will be no long-term 
adverse impact to the protected feature.  

Intertidal mudflats and sandflats assessment  

The Lady Shoal Approach Channel is within close proximity (~0.3 km) to intertidal mudflats, a 
protected features within the SAC and protected under the Tentsmuir Coast Site of Special 
Scientific Interest (SSSI). The area is relatively undisturbed and covers 1261.29 ha. Despite the 
proximity between the mudflat area and dredge footprint, modelling suggests that SSC will not 
change within the mudflat area, similarly changes in sediment deposition will not impact the 
mudflat habitats. In the shadow HRA, the applicant has concluded LSE but no adverse effects 
to site integrity. Based in the information presented in the EIAR and the modelling outputs, we 
conclude there is no LSE on the intertidal mudflats and sandflat habitats in the Firth of Tay and 
Eden Estuary SAC.  

Proposed mitigation 



 

 
Battleby, Redgorton, 

Perth PH1 3EW Battleby, 
Ràth a' Ghoirtein, Peairt PH1 3EW 

01738 444177 nature.scot 
NatureScot is the operating name of Scottish Natural Heritage 

- Temporal restrictions include preventing any piling during critical spawning and 
settlement periods. In this area that would limit piling between April and September 
(blue mussel spawning season). Rationale: there is a Scottish wide decline in subtidal 
blue mussel beds and this project will reduce habitat availability and cause losses of 
blue mussel beds. A temporal restriction during a critical reproductive period for the 
species would ensure the population of blue mussels are not further hindered by the 
proposed activity. We have also advised pilling should avoid the months April-May to 
reduce disturbance to salmon smolt migration.  

- As the applicant is using a backhoe dredger for both dredges, it would be possible to use 
silt screens to reduce the SSC. Rationale: Plume models show during fast production 
the near seabed SSC extends significantly east and merges with the Lady Shoal dredge 
plume. A silt screen would significantly reduce the impact and potential prevent the 
plume merging as they are effective vertical barriers which would significantly reduce 
the impact of the dredging activity to the SAC.  

- There is a higher risk within dredged areas for marine invasive non-native species 
(mINNS) to colonise, it is important that within the Port of Dundee footprint the 
applicant consider environmental monitoring to reduce this risk. As the Port of Dundee 
is subject to continued maintenance dredges it could be implemented as routine 
surveillance.  
 

Biosecurity  

In late 2024 Crepidula fornicata was confirmed to have established in the Moray Firth and 
Cromarty Firth. It is not clear how it unintentionally arrived in the waterbody and the species. full 
distribution within the area is unknown. There are no records of C. fornicata in the Firth of Tay, 
prior to 2024, it was assumed Scottish waters were too cold during winter thus preventing the 
spread into the region. Blue mussels are known to be highly sensitive to the introduction and/or 
spread of non-indigenous species and translocations (via competition). The presence of C. 
fornicata could pose a real threat to the estuaries and subtidal sandbank feature of the estuary 
if it were to be introduced.  

We recommend a robust Port of Dundee Biosecurity Plan is developed to encompass all 
relevant harbour operations across the port, including dredge works. We are not aware of an 
existing standalone biosecurity plan for the port. The Appendix 9-1 benthic report identifies two 
known non-native species in the area, sand gaper (Mya arenaria) and the invasive Darwin’s 
barnacle (Austrominius modestus). Other invasive species of concern, which all port users and 
those involved in the dredging activity should be aware of include Wakame (Undaria pinnatifida), 
found within the Firth of Forth. 

The biosecurity plan should be developed in line with best practice encompassing and 
focussing on the dredging campaign and taking account of the risks associated with the 
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accidental introduction of C.fornicata or any other species into the area. This plan should 
mitigate the introduction and spread of mINNS to and from the area and the impact this may 
have on the local marine environment including protected sites and PMFs.  

The following guidance documents can be used to aid production of a biosecurity plan: 

• Marine Biosecurity Planning Guidance for producing site and operation-based plans for 
preventing the introduction of non-native species.  

• Marine biosecurity planning – Identification of best practice: A review: NatureScot 
Commissioned Report No. 748.  

• Vessel management and pathways should be a consideration within the plan. Research 
shows INNS can be moved from one location to another via ballast water, hull fouling or 
in niche areas of vessels. The recognition of vessel movement as a pathway and its 
associated vectors (delivery mechanisms) therefore should be included within the plan. 
For example, by ensuring vessels should comply with ballast water convention and 
voluntary IMO biofouling guidelines. 

• All staff working on the project will be made aware of the potential presence of INNS and 
be trained particularly in the identification of C.fornicata, as well as how to report any 
INNS found on site. Consideration should be given to monitoring for C.fornicata   and 
recording (presence/absence) during activities.  

• If C.fornicata are found across project locations, the results of surveys must be shared 
with NatureScot (ENQUIRIES@Nature.scot) and Marine Directorate 
((MarineNonNativeSpecies@gov.scot).  

• Equipment used during operations need to undergo check, clean, dry protocol when 
used, this should include Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) when necessary. 

 
Proposed biosecurity conditions 

- Due to the increased risk of C.fornicata introduction from all marine activities including 
dredging, it is proportionate for NatureScot to request an up-to-date biosecurity plan, 
that takes into consideration the risk of C.fornicata introduction and includes robust 
measures to prevent its introduction. 

- We advise the biosecurity plan is adaptive with a strong focus on managing risks 
associated with C.fornicata and other horizon mINNS is included as part of the post-
consent conditions for this maintenance dredge operation. Mitigation of risks 
associated with the potential spread of INNS is required, due to the elevated risk of 
potential spread as a result of the scale and unknown timing of the proposed dredge 
campaign. We would be happy to comment on the detail of the biosecurity plan. 

- We recommend a robust Biosecurity Plan is developed to encompass all harbour 
operations at the port, including dredge works. Reason: the invasive species C.fornicata 
has been found on the east coast; to inform environmental assessments for future 
consents and as best practice. 

https://www.clydemarineplan.scot/wp-content/uploads/2016/05/Guidance-Biosecurity-Planning.pdf
https://www.clydemarineplan.scot/wp-content/uploads/2016/05/Guidance-Biosecurity-Planning.pdf
https://www.nature.scot/doc/naturescot-commissioned-report-748-marine-biosecurity-planning-identification-best-practice-review
https://www.nature.scot/doc/naturescot-commissioned-report-748-marine-biosecurity-planning-identification-best-practice-review
https://www.imo.org/en/OurWork/Environment/Pages/BWMConventionandGuidelines.aspx
https://www.imo.org/en/OurWork/Environment/Pages/Biofouling.aspx
mailto:ENQUIRIES@Nature.scot
mailto:MarineNonNativeSpecies@gov.scot
https://www.nonnativespecies.org/what-can-i-do/check-clean-dry/boaters
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1.2 Marine Ornithology 

The work associated with this proposal will take place within or near Outer Firth of Forth and St 
Andrews Bay Complex SPA and Firth of Tay and Eden Estuary SPA.  The designated features and 
the conservation objectives for both SPAs can be found in Annex 1. 

We agree with most of the conclusions within the HRA and EIA however we do not agree that 
there will be no likely significant effect on eider, a qualifying feature of OFFSABC but can 
conclude there will be no adverse effect on site integrity. Impacts to blue mussel beds, a prey 
item of eider, undermines conservation objective 2b for OFFSABC SPA. There is no report for the 
2024/25 survey and therefore we lack detailed methodology, monthly peak counts, viewsheds 
and confidence that the entire survey area was covered every month of the surveys. We lack 
assurance that turbines will not be assembled, tested, stored and towed during the operational 
phase 

Impact pathways and EIAR & Shadow HRA conclusions 

We are content with the key impact pathways that have been identified in section 11.6 of the 
EIAR 

- Noise and visual disturbance from vessels and piling works; 
- Changes in prey availability due to changes in water quality; and 
- Displacement of prey species due to underwater noise. 

We previously advised there were limited details on the increase in vessel movements during 
construction/dredging.  We asked for details on vessel routes, timings and number of trips 
including to the disposal site to assess the impact on SPA features.  This has not been provided.   
Understanding the number of additional vessel movements and how often the route will be 
used against the baseline would provide reassurance as to how significant this activity may be 
to conservation objective 2b of the designated site.  However, the surveys indicate that species 
that are particularly sensitive to vessel activity, namely red-throated diver, guillemot, common 
scoter, velvet scoter and Slavonian grebe (Jarret et al. 2018) were either not recorded during 
surveys or recorded in low numbers (not exceeding 0.03% of SPA population), and that the 
activity will be short term and occur in an area where there are existing shipping routes that 
birds will likely be habituated to, I can agree with conclusions in relation to this activity.   

A commitment to the JNCC soft start protocol in relation to piling will help to mitigate against 
noise disturbance for mobile wintering species that were recorded within 1km of the 
development footprint. We agree with most of the conclusions of no LSE within the HRA ad EIA 
except for eider, a qualifying feature of OFFSABC SPA 

We disagree with the conclusion of no LSE for some of the features for the following reasons. 
Eider; Work is scheduled for four months from December and is therefore planned for outside of 
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the sensitive flightless moult period for eider (July – mid-September).  As well as a peak of 7 
recorded in 2024/25 surveys, a peak of 4 were recorded 50m from the development in 2023/24 
survey but only in Jan during the winter period.  We agree that numbers are low however we 
would need confirmation of full coverage of the survey area for every month of the 2024/25 
survey to be satisfied that eider were present in low numbers during 2024/25 to agree with the 
justification for their conclusions.  Additionally, as the survey does not include the Lady Shoal 
channel where blue mussel beds occur, a prey item for eider, we would conclude LSE based on 
benthic advice. 

Red-throated diver; Work is scheduled for four months from December and therefore outside of 
the critical chick rearing period (June-August).  Work is however scheduled during their flightless 
moult period (mid-September to December), however no red-throated diver were recorded in 
December in the year 1 survey, and none recorded at all in the year 2 survey.  We would need 
confirmation of full coverage of the survey area every month of the winter surveys to be satisfied 
that no red-throated diver were present during 2024/25 surveys to allow for us to agree with the 
conclusion of no LSE. 

Salvonian Grebe; We would need confirmation of full coverage of the survey area every month of 
the winter surveys to be satisfied that no Slavonian grebe were present during 2024/25 surveys 
that would allow us to agree with conclusion of no LSE. 

Survey work 

As per our October 2024 advice, the survey work for the 2023/24 winter period was not 
sufficient in terms of area covered, buffers applied and a variation in the time of day and tidal 
phases that surveys were carried out.  We therefore requested further survey work and advised 
that survey methodology was confirmed with NatureScot. 

Within our advice we advised that surveys: 

• cover the development footprint plus a buffer of 1km (2+km for divers); 
• cover the DunEco Quay/PCW dredge area, including the area overlapping with the SPA 
• carried out once a month between Oct-March; 
• cover different times of day and tidal states 

Further surveys were carried out for the 2024/25 winter period however NatureScot were not 
consulted on survey methodology as was requested.  Additionally, a survey report has not been 
provided and therefore sufficiently detailed methodology and maps showing view sheds and 
distance bands from vantage points are not available to review.   

Limited information on survey methods are contained within the HRA and EIA and are 
summarised here:  

• Counts which were timed to start at dawn and end at dusk to focus on roosting geese; 



 

 
Battleby, Redgorton, 

Perth PH1 3EW Battleby, 
Ràth a' Ghoirtein, Peairt PH1 3EW 

01738 444177 nature.scot 
NatureScot is the operating name of Scottish Natural Heritage 

• Two three-hour watches scheduled on the same day with a half hour break in between 
were carried out once a month; 

• Watches were conducted from two vantage points (view sheds not provided). 

A map has been provided showing seven rather than two vantage points within the survey area, 
it is therefore unclear which of the seven vantage points were used during surveys.  It is also 
unclear if vantage points were alternated month to month and if watches from the two VP were 
conducted concurrently. 

The purpose of further survey work was to provide sufficient data on non-breeding marine bird 
qualifying features of the SPA and sufficient coverage of the areas with marine aspects however 
the methodology has focused on targeting roosting geese and not marine birds.  We are 
satisfied with the area surveyed as shown within Figure 11-4 of the EIA, however we need clarity 
on whether there was full coverage of the survey area every month based on the statement that 
monthly watches were conducted from two vantage points and not seven. 

In the absence of a survey report the results of the survey are limited to maps provided in 
Appendix 11-2 and overall peak counts within the HRA.  Without a break down of monthly peak 
counts there is no context provided for birds present during months when planned works are 
scheduled. 

Prey supporting habitats 

The EIA states that the area of mussel beds that would be lost equates to 12,042m2, 

approximately 0.3% of the estimated area of blue mussel beds in the Firth of Tay however 
benthic advice suggests that this is a best-case scenario and losses could be as high as 4.2%.  
The EIA states that affected mussel beds would recover based on natural processes and that 
beyond the disposal site deposition is unlikely to reach depths or remain in place long enough 
to have significant effects on blue mussels however benthic advice concludes that recovery for 
blue mussel is slow and that the likelihood of blue mussel beds recolonising the dredged area is 
low.  Benthic advice also concludes that there is no mitigation provided.   

As blue mussel is an important prey item for eider, common scoter, velvet scoter and long-tailed 
duck we would conclude that conservation objective 2c for OFFSABC is not being met and likely 
significant effect for these features.  However, as the blue mussel beds at the Lady Shoal dredge 
site are not dense, and it is an existing shipping lane with ongoing levels of disturbance that 
would limit foraging activity here, we would conclude no adverse effect on site integrity. 

Operational phase: maintenance dredging 

Impact pathways associated with the operational phase have been scoped out and the EIA and 
HRA state that there will be no change to the number or types of vessels berthing at the Port of 
Dundee and that no additional maintenance dredging to the existing maintenance dredge area 
will be required.  We are satisfied that the EIA confirms no change to vessel activity.  Section 
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7.6.1.2 of the EIA provides sufficient information to support the conclusion that there will be no 
change to the maintenance dredge requirement at the Port of Dundee, nor dredging required to 
maintain the deepened Lady Shoal approach channel.  

Operational phase: Assembly and storage of offshore wind turbines             

At screening, we advised that further information was required on planned works associated 
with offshore wind turbines.  Further information has not been provided and there is no 
confirmation that the quay will not be used for the assembly, testing, wet storage or towing of 
turbines that provides assurance that this activity is not part of planned operations. Instead, the 
EIA states that there will be no change to existing operations, which is limited to transhipment 
and storage of components such as wind turbine generators and other component parts.   

We therefore have not assessed the scenario whereby turbines are being assembled, tested, 
stored or towed. Should this activity become part of the operations at Port of Dundee, the 
information requested within our previous advice will need to be provided to allow for us to 
identify and assess any potential impact pathways with the potential to significantly undermine 
the conservation objectives of both SPAs. 

1.3 Fish 

The Firth of Tay is the access route for migratory Atlantic Salmon to reach the River Tay and the 
works could also impact Sea Lamprey, River Lamprey and Otter. Therefore, the river Tay SAC has 
been scoped into the assessment. 

EIAR 

We are content with the key impact pathways that have been identified in section 10.6 

- Underwater noise from piling operations and dredging activity;  
- Changes in water quality; and  
- Changes in habitat quality 

Due to the risk of piling and dredging works coinciding with migratory periods, the underwater 
noise assessment specifically focuses on the following migratory species that are known to be 
present in the Firth of Tay:  Atlantic salmon, Sea and river lamprey, European smelt, Sea trout; 
and European eel. The EIAR states that there is potential for Atlantic salmon’s migration to 
overlap with piling activity (due to last 35 days).  

The most sensitive period for Atlantic salmon in this area is during smolt migration between 
April-May. We advise a piling restriction during those months to minimise disturbance to 
migratory fish. The EIAR concludes that based on the results of the underwater noise modelling 
(Appendix 10-1), noise generated from piling would not interfere with Atlantic salmon migration. 
It therefore considered that a seasonal restriction on piling activity is not necessary for the 
Proposed Scheme. We disagree with this conclusion.  
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Mitigation measures that will be applied are using soft start procedures as per the JNCC 
protocol (JNCC, 2010) to remove the risk of injury to any fish within close proximity to the piling 
activities. The residual impact is minor adverse/negligible, which is not significant in EIA terms. 

Shadow HRA 

We agree that there is LSE for Atlantic salmon, river and sea lamprey from the River Tay SAC and 
an appropriate assessment is therefore required. 

As above, we advise that to avoid disturbance and an adverse effect on site integrity to Atlantic 
Salmon during their smolt migration, pilling impacts should be mitigated using soft starts to 
allow fish to move away from the operation and pilling should avoid the period of greatest 
sensitivity from April-May.  

We agree with the conclusions for the other impact pathways and there will be no adverse effect 
on site integrity for the fish features of the River Tay SAC.  

1.5 Otter 

Impact pathways and EIAR & Shadow HRA conclusions 

We are content that the key impact pathways for otter have been identified in section 9.7: 

- Potential impacts to otter from the River Tay SAC include disturbance to resting places, 
or holts, due to dredging and pilling activities.  

- Piling, in particular, can generate airborne noise and vibration, which may disturb otters 
using nearby areas, especially if undertaken close to potential resting or foraging 
habitat. 

We note that the otter survey recorded holts 250m and 230m from pilling works. There is an 
existing level of usage of the area surrounding the recorded holts and it can be assumed that 
otters using the area are habituated to the existing operations of the Port. The sensitivity of the 
receptor is considered to be medium and the magnitude of the impact is considered to be low. 
The significance of disturbance to otters during construction is therefore considered to be 
minor adverse, which is not significant in EIA terms. Mitigation measure that will be in place 
during the works are appropriate to ensure effects are not significant in EIA terms. 

We agree that there is LSE for Otter from the River Tay SAC and that the mitigation measures 
that will be applied will ensure there are no adverse impacts on site integrity. 

1.5 Marine Mammals  

This proposal lies within the Firth of Tay and Eden SAC, one of the protected features of this site 
is its Harbour Seal population. There is also connectivity to the bottlenose dolphin population 
from the Moray Firth SAC.  
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EIAR 

We are content with the key impact pathways that have been identified in section 12.6: 

- Auditory injury and disturbance from underwater noise from piling operations. 
- Auditory injury and disturbance from underwater noise from dredging and the presence 

of vessels. 
- Increased collision risk with vessels during construction.  
- Indirect effects due to changes in water quality and prey availability. 

 
However, in the subsequent assessments (sections 12.6.1 to 12.6.4), collision has not 
specifically been considered. Nor has prey availability been considered. This is an oversight, as 
both of these potential impacts should have been assessed. However, based on the information 
provided, we can conclude that it is likely that both of these impacts are expected to be Not 
Significant in EIA terms. 

The definitions of sensitivity and magnitude, and the significance matrix all look appropriate. 
The sensitivity of all species to disturbance has been classed as Low. We would advise that this 
should be Medium, to take into account the fact that underwater noise can cause displacement 
away from foraging areas, affect foraging capabilities, and cause masking of communication. 
Sound is particularly important to marine mammals, as they use it for foraging, communication, 
mother and calf bonding, and socialising. A score of Medium better reflects this sensitivity. This 
change will increase the significance from Negligible to Minor, but does not affect the overall 
conclusion of Not Significant in EIA terms. 

The quantitative assessments for bottlenose dolphins use the SCANS density estimates. These 
are not appropriate for the coastal bottlenose dolphin population, as SCANS did not survey in 
coastal waters. Densities of this species are likely to be higher in coastal waters, where the East 
Coast Management Unit population tend to stay within about 2 km of the coast. SCANS surveys 
are likely to underestimate the densities in these areas. However, we don’t believe that this 
would alter the conclusion of the assessment, given the location of the activity and the level of 
risk, so we do not require the assessment to be redone. 

Disturbance from underwater noise from piling and dredging has not been quantitatively 
assessed on a site-specific basis, and predictions are based on a generic qualitative review. 
While this is not ideal, we can advise that, based on the information provided, we can agree with 
the conclusions reached in the assessment. This takes into account the predicted noise levels, 
the short duration of piling (40 minutes per pile), the location of the piling and dredging 
activities, and the likely distribution of marine mammals in the vicinity. While a quantitative 
analysis would have given further reassurance on the level of risk of disturbance, it is 
reasonable to reach the conclusions presented, despite the lack of a site-specific and 
quantitative analysis.  
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Overall, we agree with the conclusions of the impact assessments for marine mammals, 
namely that all the impacts considered are not significant in EIA terms. 

Underwater noise modelling 

The underwater noise modelling follows standard methods used by Subacoustech, and we are 
content with this approach. This report provides a summary of predicted noise levels from piling 
and dredging activities and indicates the likely risk of auditory injury (PTS) to marine mammals. 

The report states that the actual diameter of piles is unknown, so they have based their 
modelling on an assumed pile size of 700mm. This is acceptable for now, but if the actual pile 
size is larger than the size modelled, we would expect to see a remodelling of the potential 
for auditory injury (PTS). Likewise, if any of the other model parameters (e.g. hammer energy, 
piling duration) were to increase beyond those modelled, the potential for auditory injury (PTS) 
will increase and should be remodelled. This is to ensure that the risk of PTS is accurately 
assessed, and suitable mitigation measures are put in place. 

Mitigation 

The risk of auditory injury (PTS) from piling has been modelled and it is predicted that either 1) 
the threshold for PTS has not been exceeded, or 2) the impact range is <10m. The risk of PTS is 
therefore small. The only mitigation proposed is to use a soft start, although no details of the 
soft start protocol have been provided. For impact piling, we advise that, as well as a soft start 
and ramp up, the use of Marine Mammal Observers (MMOs) and Passive Acoustic Monitoring 
(PAM) will further reduce the risks. PAM would only be needed in times of poor visibility or 
darkness, when MMOs cannot operate. Although the modelling predicts that PTS thresholds 
won’t be exceeded, there are uncertainties around such models and some risk remains that 
noise levels will be higher than predicted. This is particularly the case if pile sizes or hammer 
energies larger than those used for the modelling exercise are used. The mitigation should 
follow the JNCC protocol. 

Shadow HRA Report 

As agreed at screening, the HRA considers the harbour seal feature of the Firth of Tay and Eden 
Estuary SAC and the bottlenose dolphin feature of the Moray Firth SAC. It was agreed at 
screening that the Isle of May SAC and Berwickshire and North Northumberland Coast SAC 
could be screened out. 

The appraisal concludes there is no potential for Likely Significant Effect as a result of PTS from 
piling or dredging, on any of the features of any site. We agree with this conclusion, as long as 
the assumptions in the model (relating to pile size, hammer energy, duration, as described 
above) are upheld. If parameters are greater than assumed, then the modelling should be rerun 
and the potential impacts re-assessed. 

https://data.jncc.gov.uk/data/31662b6a-19ed-4918-9fab-8fbcff752046/JNCC-CNCB-Piling-protocol-August2010-Web.pdf
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1. Firth of Tay and Eden Estuary 
 

The appraisal correctly identifies the impact pathways. The appraisal concludes there is LSE of 
disturbance on the harbour seal feature of this site, from piling and dredging, and further 
concludes no adverse effect on site integrity. There is very little detail on how this conclusion 
was reached, and no quantitative or site-specific assessment, meaning there is very little 
evidence to support the conclusion. However, based on the information provided, we accept 
this conclusion, and further assessment is not required. We agree with the conclusions of the 
appraisals of the remaining impacts (all conclude NAESI). 

2. Moray Firth SAC 
 

The appraisal correctly identifies the impact pathways. As above, the use of SCANS densities for 
coastal bottlenose dolphins is likely to underestimate potential impacts. Despite this, we don’t 
believe that a reassessment using higher densities would make a material change to the 
conclusions. We therefore accept the conclusion of no adverse effect on site integrity for all 
impacts. Again, the appraisal provides very little site-specific or quantitative detail on the 
impact of disturbance from piling and dredging. Despite this, we accept the conclusion of 
NAESI. 

Further Advice 

For information only, we can advise that in future assessments, seal densities should be taken 
from Carter et al. (2025) rather than Carter et al. (2022). The newer paper has been referred to in 
the EIA Report but not in the HRA. In addition, noise thresholds from NMFS (2024) should be 
used in place of Southall et al. (2019). It is, however, acceptable for the older references to have 
been used here, as the updates are quite recent, and it is unlikely that using the more recent 
figures would have made a material change to the conclusions of the assessment. 
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Hi Tom,
 
Our view is that there will be a LSE on the estuaries and subtidal sandbanks
features of the Firth of Tay and Eden Estuary SAC but no AESI, therefore
agreeing with the applicants conclusion presented, although they also have LSE
for the intertidal mudflat feature, which we do not think will have LSE.
 
Based on the evidence presented in the EIAR and shadow HRA, we do not think
there will be a LSE for the intertidal mudflats and sandflats feature.
 
Hope that’s clear but please let me know if not.
 
Best wishes,
Polly
 
Polly Thompson (she/her) | Operations Officer – Central Highland
NatureScot | Battleby | Redgorton | Perth | PH1 3EW| +44 1463 725071
NàdarAlba | Battleby | Ràth a’ Ghoirtein | Peairt | PH1 3EW

nature.scot – Scotland’s Nature Agency – Buidheann Nàdair na h-Alba - @nature_scot

 
From February 2025, NatureScot is launching a new way of providing statutory
advice and SSSI consents called InformedDECISION.  Find out more on our web
page
 
From:  
Sent: 11 December 2025 14:17
To: 
Cc: Tr

Subject: RE: 00011344 & 00011345 - Port of Dundee - Quay Improvement works, Capital
Dredging and Sea Deposit - Port of Dundee - Bird Survey Report - Request for response by
COP 12 DECEMBER 2025
 
Good afternoon Polly, Apologies for the additional follow up. In the NS response received initially, could I clarify the advice on the subtidal sandbanks and intertidal mudflats and sandflats features
sophospsmartbannerend

Good afternoon Polly,
 
Apologies for the additional follow up. In the NS response received initially, could I
clarify the advice on the subtidal sandbanks and intertidal mudflats and sandflats
features of the Firth of Tay and Eden Estuary SAC please.
 
Very much appreciate there’s LSE on the estuaries due to the blue mussels but
the two extracts below are from the advice and I just wanted to clarify whether the
conclusion is that there is LSE or whether NS is content that there is no LSE on
each of the other features?

[Redacted]
[Redacted]
[Redacted]

[Redacted]
[Redacted]

[Redacted]

https://www.nature.scot/
https://twitter.com/@nature_scot
https://www.nature.scot/professional-advice/planning-and-development/our-planning-role-and-consulting-us/naturescots-informeddecisionc-protected-areas-casework-pilot
https://www.nature.scot/professional-advice/planning-and-development/our-planning-role-and-consulting-us/naturescots-informeddecisionc-protected-areas-casework-pilot
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“The appraisal concludes there is Likely Significant Effect (LSE) as a result of the
pilling and dredging works for the estuaries, subtidal sandbanks and intertidal
mudflats and sandflats features of the Firth of Tay and Eden Estuary SAC (and
Harbour Seal – see section 2.4) but no adverse effect on site integrity for any of
these features. We agree with this conclusion.”

“In the shadow HRA, the applicant has concluded LSE but no adverse effects to
site integrity. Based in the information presented in the EIAR and the modelling
outputs, we conclude there is no LSE on the intertidal mudflats and sandflat
habitats in the Firth of Tay and Eden Estuary SAC.”  

There is also a section on the subtidal sandbanks but that appears to not give a
view as to whether there’s LSE or not so, based on the first extract, is NS content
that there is then LSE on the subtidal sandbanks feature?

Again, sorry for the follow up and I hope that makes sense but do please feel free
to give me a call if not.

All the best,

Tom

Marine Licensing Casework Manager (He/Him)

Marine Directorate – Licensing Operations Team

Scottish Government | Victoria Quay | Leith | Edinburgh | EH6 6QQ

Email:            md.marinelicensing@gov.scot
Website:         Marine licensing and consent - gov.scot (www.gov.scot)
Phone:         

 :

[Redacted]

mailto:md.marinelicensing@gov.scot
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Dear Tom,
 
In relation to the additional bird survey report we requested and received on the 11
December 2025 we have the following comments to make:
 
NatureScot requested a survey report for the winter bird survey that was carried
out at the Port of Dundee from October 2024 to March 2025 to confirm the
following information that would allow us to confirm no LSE for Slavonian grebe
and red-throated diver:

detailed methodology;
monthly peak counts for each species;
viewsheds;
buffers from vantage points;
details on how many and which vantage points were included for each
survey.

 
Although viewsheds and buffers from all vantage points have not been provided,
the report contains a 1km buffer of the development footprint and sufficient detail
to confirm that the entire survey area was covered every month to allow us to
agree with conclusions of no likely significant effect for Slavonian grebe and red-
throated diver.
 
We note that table 2 and table 3 within the report are empty however there is
enough detail contained within tables 4 and 5 and figures 2 to 13 to make an
assessment for all marine bird qualifying features of OFFSAB SPA and Firth of
Tay and Eden Estuary SPA.
 
The numbers provided within the HRA differed slightly to what was contained
within the survey report and although higher, they were not significant enough to
change the conclusions that were reached within our previous advice. 
 
Based on the information provided, we can now agree with the conclusion of no
likely significant effect for Slavonian grebe and red-throated diver however we still
conclude likely significant effect for eider. All previous advice given in the initial
response also still stands.
 
Proposed mitigation to reduce impact to blue mussel beds
 
I also wanted to check if Marine Directorate picked up on our advice that the
applicant should use a silt screen at the port to help stop merging of the two
plumes? This would have a significant reduction in silt generation and would help
to mitigate impacts to the Firth of Tay and Eden Estuary SAC so we strongly
advise that this is put forward to the applicant for consideration.  
 

[Redacted]
[Redacted]
[Redacted]


N Scottish Government
- Riaghaltas na h-Alba

Inthe service
stséoﬁeand o

* e

T
Integrity  Inclusivity  Innovation  Collaboration






Any further question, please let me know.
 
Best wishes,
Polly Thompson
 
Polly Thompson (she/her) | Operations Officer – Central Highland
NatureScot | Battleby | Redgorton | Perth | PH1 3EW| +44 1463 725071
NàdarAlba | Battleby | Ràth a’ Ghoirtein | Peairt | PH1 3EW

nature.scot – Scotland’s Nature Agency – Buidheann Nàdair na h-Alba - @nature_scot

 
From February 2025, NatureScot is launching a new way of providing statutory
advice and SSSI consents called InformedDECISION.  Find out more on our web
page
 
From:  
Sent: 11 December 2025 09:17
To: 
Cc: 

Subject: RE: 00011344 & 00011345 - Port of Dundee - Quay Improvement works, Capital
Dredging and Sea Deposit - Port of Dundee - Bird Survey Report - Request for response by
COP 12 DECEMBER 2025
 
Good morning Polly, Many thanks for taking my call earlier. The applicant has now provided the attached bird survey report, which covers the 2024/25 period (attached). They have also clarified that: “
sophospsmartbannerend

Good morning Polly,
 
Many thanks for taking my call earlier. The applicant has now provided the
attached bird survey report, which covers the 2024/25 period (attached). They
have also clarified that:
 
“The numbers in Table 5 are a little different to that which we presented in the
sHRA (Table 4-4), as we noted a mistake in the calculations; however, the
differences are not significant and do not affect the findings of the assessment.”
 
If you could you please review the document and give NatureScot’s view on the
likely significant effects and  any adverse effects on site integrity (as discussed in
the email chain below), that would be great.
 
Additionally, is there a more defined window for the restriction of piling to mitigate
the effects on the salmon and blueshell mussels? Currently the restriction is a
blanket April-May but it would be helpful to understand if that was 01 April to 31
May or whether it perhaps sat differently?
 
If you could please provide advice by COP tomorrow (12/12/2025) that would be
greatly appreciated.
 
Happy to discuss further if required,
 
Tom
 

[Redacted]
[Redacted]

[Redacted]

https://www.nature.scot/
https://twitter.com/@nature_scot
https://www.nature.scot/professional-advice/planning-and-development/our-planning-role-and-consulting-us/naturescots-informeddecisionc-protected-areas-casework-pilot
https://www.nature.scot/professional-advice/planning-and-development/our-planning-role-and-consulting-us/naturescots-informeddecisionc-protected-areas-casework-pilot


Marine Licensing Casework Manager (He/Him)

Marine Directorate – Licensing Operations Team

Scottish Government | Victoria Quay | Leith | Edinburgh | EH6 6QQ

Email:            md.marinelicensing@gov.scot
Website:         Marine licensing and consent - gov.scot (www.gov.scot)
Phone:           

 
  

[Redacted]

mailto:md.marinelicensing@gov.scot


From:
To:
Subject: RE: EPS-00011471 - Port of Dundee (per Haskoning UK Ltd) - Quay Improvement Works, Capital Dredging

and Sea Deposit - Port of Dundee - Further Consultation Clarification - 10 December 2025
Date: 10 December 2025 15:11:40
Attachments: image001.png

Hi Liz,

For the HRA our advice is:

There are natural heritage interests of international importance at the site, but our
advice is that these will not be adversely affected by the proposal.

Our advice is that this proposal is likely to have a significant effect on harbour
seal of Firth of Tay and Eden Estuary SAC and bottlenose dolphin from the Moray
Firth SAC, due to disturbance from underwater noise from the pilling and dredging
activities. Consequently, Marine Directorate, as competent authority, is required to
carry out an appropriate assessment in view of the site’s conservation objectives
for its qualifying interests.

To help you do this we advise that based on the information provided, our
conclusion is that the proposal will not adversely affect the integrity of the site. The
appraisal we carried out considered the impact of the proposals on the following
factors: the works proposed are intermittent and temporary nature and therefore
are unlikely to cause adverse impacts. There is a need for an EPS license for
disturbance, and we are content with the number of disturbed animals calculated
in the risk assessment for that license.

Best wishes,
Polly

 
   :

[Redacted]
[Redacted]
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Dundee City Council



From:
To:
Subject: RE: 000011344 & 00011345 - Port of Dundee (per Haskoning UK Ltd) - Quay Improvement Works, Capital

Dredging and Sea Deposit - Port of Dundee - Consultation - Response required by 06 November 2025
Date: 20 November 2025 15:37:09
Attachments: image001.png

Dear Elizabeth,
 
Thank-you for your email.  I apologise for the delay.  The consultation was not
passed to me so I was unaware of it.  In future, you can send such consultations
to planning@dundeecity.gov.uk and it will be picked up and dealt with swiftly.
 
In terms of a response, I can confirm that Dundee City Council has no objection to
the application.

Kind regards,
 

David Gray
Senior Manager - Planning (Planning & Economic Development) at Dundee City Council
 

E  

P   01382 433420
 

W   www.dundeecity.gov.uk

A   Dundee House, 50 North Lindsay Street, DUNDEE, DD1 1QE

 
 

From: 
Sent: Wednesday, November 19, 2025 1:47:44 PM
To: 

Subject: 000011344 & 00011345 - Port of Dundee (per Haskoning UK Ltd) - Quay Improvement
Works, Capital Dredging and Sea Deposit - Port of Dundee - Consultation - Response required by
06 November 2025
 
Good Afternoon,
 
The closing date of the 06 November 2025, for the consultation on these
applications and EIA Report has now passed and we haven’t received a response.
 
As the local authority Dundee City Council are a Statutory Consultee and therefore
must provide a response. I am also unable to progress until and response is
received.
 
Please could you respond at the earliest convenience.
 

[Redacted]

[Redacted]

[Redacted]

[Redacted]

[Redacted]

mailto:planning@dundeecity.gov.uk
http://www.dundeecity.gov.uk/
tel:01382%20433420
https://www.dundeecity.gov.uk/
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Dundee+House+-+Dundee+City+Council/@56.4602887,-2.9772564,17z/data=!4m13!1m7!3m6!1s0x48865cc05dfd3c23:0xf2f23fb99962cae7!2sDundee+DD1+1NB!3b1!8m2!3d56.4602421!4d-2.9754583!3m4!1s0x48865cc72fd55b7b:0xb4fd192abaa5943a!8m2!3d56.4603737!4d-2.9754694
https://www.facebook.com/officialdundeecity/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/dundee-city-council
https://twitter.com/DundeeCouncil
https://www.instagram.com/dundeecitycouncil/?hl=en
callto:%20david.gray01@dundeecity.gov.uk
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/chat/0/0?users=david.gray01@dundeecity.gov.uk
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Thanks,
Kind Regards,
Liz
 
Elizabeth Skelton (pronouns she/her)
Marine Licensing Casework Officer
Licensing Operations Team - Marine Directorate
Scottish Government | Marine Laboratory | 375 Victoria Road | Aberdeen | AB11 9DB
Mobile:    Email:   

 
To see how we use your personal data, please view our privacy notice

I will be on leave from 11 December 2025 until 05 January 2026.

 
From: MD Marine Licensing 
Sent: 07 October 2025 13:54
Subject: 000011344 & 00011345 - Port of Dundee (per Haskoning UK Ltd) - Quay
Improvement Works, Capital Dredging and Sea Deposit - Port of Dundee - Consultation -
Response required by 06 November 2025
 
Dear Sir/Madam,
 
MARINE (SCOTLAND) ACT 2010, PART 4 MARINE LICENSING
THE MARINE WORKS (ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT)
(SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2017
 
000011344 & 00011345 - Port of Dundee (per Haskoning UK Ltd) - Quay
Improvement Works, Capital Dredging and Sea Deposit, Port of Dundee.
 
Marine licences have been requested under the Marine (Scotland) Act 2010 in
regards to the proposed works at the Port of Dundee. An Environmental Impact
Assessment (“EIA”) report has also been submitted under the Marine Works
(Environmental Impact Assessment) (Scotland) Regulations 2017 along with
supporting documentation. The licence applications, EIA report and supporting
documentation can be accessed via the following link:
 
Port of Dundee Capital Dredge and Quay Improvement | marine.gov.scot
 
Please forward your comments on these proposals via electronic communication
to MD.MarineLicensing@gov.scot or as a hard copy to the address detailed below
by 06 November 2025.
 
Thanks,

[Redacted][Redacted][Redacted]

https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r02/___https:/www.gov.scot/publications/marine-licensing-and-consenting-privacy-notice/___.YzJlOmR1bmRlZWNjOmM6bzphYjg3ZWYwNDcwYTJkOWVjMTU5MmNmMDVmNjAzZTk2ZTo3OmNhZGM6NWYxNjlhNmJlN2ZhODkwZjdiMGU4ZjJmYjU1YjZhYTNjOGQwMzM0MDRmZDRhOWIzMTExYmZmMGVhZjBmMDUyZjpoOkY6Rg
https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r02/___https:/marine.gov.scot/?q=node/26819___.YzJlOmR1bmRlZWNjOmM6bzphYjg3ZWYwNDcwYTJkOWVjMTU5MmNmMDVmNjAzZTk2ZTo3OjdkZjg6NzU1Yzg3OTk0ZjdjMDFjODMyM2YzMjNiMDdjY2M5YmU1OTVlNDcwNTZhNzBjM2Y4Yjk3NjNkZGM3N2YxNDRkNjpoOkY6Rg
mailto:ms.marinelicensing@gov.scot


Kind Regards,
Liz
 
Elizabeth Skelton (pronouns she/her)
Marine Licensing Casework Officer
Licensing Operations Team - Marine Directorate
Scottish Government | Marine Laboratory | 375 Victoria Road | Aberdeen | AB11 9DB
Mobile:  Email: 
 
General Queries: +44 (0)300 244 5046
Email: MD.MarineLicensing@gov.scot
Website: Marine Environment
 

 
To see how we use your personal data, please view our privacy notice

 
 
*****************************************************************
***** 
This e-mail (and any files or other attachments transmitted with it) is intended
solely for the attention of the addressee(s). Unauthorised use, disclosure, storage,
copying or distribution of any part of this e-mail is not permitted. If you are not
the intended recipient please destroy the email, remove any copies from your
system and inform the sender immediately by return.
Communications with the Scottish Government may be monitored or recorded in
order to secure the effective operation of the system and for other lawful
purposes. The views or opinions contained within this e-mail may not
necessarily reflect those of the Scottish Government.
*****************************************************************
*****
 

[Redacted][Redacted]

mailto:ms.marinelicensing@gov.scot
https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r02/___https:/www.gov.scot/collections/marine-licensing-and-consent/___.YzJlOmR1bmRlZWNjOmM6bzphYjg3ZWYwNDcwYTJkOWVjMTU5MmNmMDVmNjAzZTk2ZTo3OmU3NTA6NDk4YmQ0MTMxOTVlZjllYTY0Nzg3N2M2NzhmZmI2MGY5ZjQ5NWY3NTQyNTgzZjllYzFmY2JmYjdlOGU1YjllNjpoOkY6Rg
https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r02/___https:/www.gov.scot/publications/marine-licensing-and-consenting-privacy-notice/___.YzJlOmR1bmRlZWNjOmM6bzphYjg3ZWYwNDcwYTJkOWVjMTU5MmNmMDVmNjAzZTk2ZTo3OjNlZTE6MTY4NDdiMGIyMzQ0MmJlN2RkZjFkNTQyZjI2YzQyMTZhOTI5YzNjZGQ4YjVmMWY1MTUxNDUwNDMwYTE0OGRiODpoOkY6Rg
https://www.dundeecity.gov.uk/costofliving


Northern Lighthouse Board 



In Salutem Omnium 
For the Safety of All 

84 George Street 
Edinburgh EH2 3DA 

Tel: 0131 473 3100 
Fax: 0131 220 2093 

Website: www.nlb.org.uk 
Email: enquiries@nlb.org.uk 

NLB respects your privacy and is committed to protecting your personal data.  
 To find out more, please see our Privacy Notice at www.nlb.org.uk/legal-notices/ 

 

Your Ref: 00011344 & 00011345 
Our Ref: JM/OPS/ML/F1_01_245 

Elizabeth Skelton 
Licensing Operations Team – Marine Directorate 
Scottish Government 
Marine Laboratory  
375 Victoria Road 
Aberdeen 
AB11 9DB 

08 October 2025 

MARINE (SCOTLAND) ACT 2010, PART 4 MARINE LICENSING 

000011344 & 00011345 - Port of Dundee (per Haskoning UK Ltd) - Quay Improvement Works, Capital 
Dredging and Sea Deposit, Port of Dundee. 

Thank you for your e-mail correspondence dated 7th October 2025 relating to the application submitted by 
Port of Dundee (per Haskoning UK Ltd) for consent for quay improvement works, capital dredging and sea 
deposit, Port of Dundee. 

Northern Lighthouse Board have no objection to ML Ref: 00011345. Proposed capital dredge of the approach 
channels to Duneco Quay and Prince Charles Wharf, deepening and extension of the Prince Charles Wharf 
Berth pocket along the Prince Charles Wharf Extension and the Lady Shoal Approach Channel. We note the 
intention for disposal of dredged spoil to the spoil ground at Middle Bank and advise the following; 

• Port of Dundee issue a local Notice to Mariners informing of the scope and timeframe of the works,
copied to navigation@nlb.org.uk

• Port of Dundee advise the UK Hydrographic Office (sdr@ukho.gov.uk) of any revised water depths
to enable the update of navigational publications.

mailto:enquiries@nlb.org.uk
http://www.nlb.org.uk/legal-notices/
mailto:navigation@nlb.org.uk
mailto:sdr@ukho.gov.uk


In Salutem Omnium 
For the Safety of All 

2/2 
Elizabeth Skelton 
08 October 2025 

NLB respects your privacy and is committed to protecting your personal data.  
 To find out more, please see our Privacy Notice at www.nlb.org.uk/legal-notices/ 

 

Northern Lighthouse Board have no objection to ML Ref: 00011344, proposed installation of piled wall at 
Prince Charles Wharf, Port of Dundee and advise the following; 

• Port of Dundee issue a local Notice to Mariners informing of the scope and timeframe of the works,
copied to navigation@nlb.org.uk

• Port of Dundee advise the UK Hydrographic Office (sdr@ukho.gov.uk) of any ‘as built’ changes and
revised water depths to enable the update of navigational publications.

Yours sincerely 

Peter Douglas 
Navigation Manager 

[Redacted]

http://www.nlb.org.uk/legal-notices/
mailto:navigation@nlb.org.uk
mailto:sdr@ukho.gov.uk


Fife Council



From:
To: MD Marine Licensing
Cc: Development Central
Subject: 25/02775/CON
Date: 20 October 2025 15:02:01

Dear Elizabeth,

Thank you for consulting Fife Council. Please note that Fife Council as Planning
Authority has no comments to make.

Kind Regards,

Mat Grech

**********************************************************************

This email and any files transmitted with it are confidential and intended solely for the use of the individual or entity to whom they are addressed
and should not be disclosed to any other party.

If you have received this email in error please notify your system manager and the sender of this message.

This email message has been swept for the presence of computer viruses but no guarantee is given that this e-mail message and any attachments
are free from viruses.

Fife Council reserves the right to monitor the content of all incoming and outgoing email.

Information on how we use and look after your personal data can be found within the Council’s privacy notice:  www.fife.gov.uk/privacy

Fife Council

************************************************

[Redacted]

mailto:Development.Central@fife.gov.uk
http://www.fife.gov.uk/privacy


Royal Yachting Association 
Scotland



From:
To: MD Marine Licensing
Subject: RE: 000011344 & 00011345 - Port of Dundee (per Haskoning UK Ltd) - Quay Improvement Works, Capital

Dredging and Sea Deposit - Port of Dundee - Consultation - Response required by 06 November 2025
Date: 23 October 2025 14:49:18
Attachments: image002.png

image003.png

Hi Liz,

I write to inform you that RYA Scotland has no objections to this application.

Kind Regards

Pauline

Pauline McGrow
Business Support Lead

Royal Yachting Association Scotland
T:  
E: 

Protecting your personal information is important to us, view our full Privacy Statement here

From: MD.MarineLicensing@gov.scot <MD.MarineLicensing@gov.scot> 
Sent: 07 October 2025 13:54
Subject: 000011344 & 00011345 - Port of Dundee (per Haskoning UK Ltd) - Quay Improvement
Works, Capital Dredging and Sea Deposit - Port of Dundee - Consultation - Response required by 06
November 2025

Dear Sir/Madam,

MARINE (SCOTLAND) ACT 2010, PART 4 MARINE LICENSING
THE MARINE WORKS (ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT) (SCOTLAND)
REGULATIONS 2017

000011344 & 00011345 - Port of Dundee (per Haskoning UK Ltd) - Quay Improvement
Works, Capital Dredging and Sea Deposit, Port of Dundee.

Marine licences have been requested under the Marine (Scotland) Act 2010 in regards
to the proposed works at the Port of Dundee. An Environmental Impact Assessment

[Redacted]

[Redacted]
[Redacted]

mailto:MD.MarineLicensing@gov.scot
https://www.rya.org.uk/compliance/privacy-security-and-data-protection/


(“EIA”) report has also been submitted under the Marine Works (Environmental Impact
Assessment) (Scotland) Regulations 2017 along with supporting documentation. The
licence applications, EIA report and supporting documentation can be accessed via the
following link:

Port of Dundee Capital Dredge and Quay Improvement | marine.gov.scot

Please forward your comments on these proposals via electronic communication to
MD.MarineLicensing@gov.scot or as a hard copy to the address detailed below by 06
November 2025.

Thanks,
Kind Regards,
Liz

Elizabeth Skelton (pronouns she/her)
Marine Licensing Casework Officer
Licensing Operations Team - Marine Directorate
Scottish Government | Marine Laboratory | 375 Victoria Road | Aberdeen | AB11 9DB
Mobile:  Email: t

General Queries: +44 (0)300 244 5046
Email: MD.MarineLicensing@gov.scot
Website: Marine Environment

To see how we use your personal data, please view our privacy notice

********************************************************************
** 
This e-mail (and any files or other attachments transmitted with it) is intended solely
for the attention of the addressee(s). Unauthorised use, disclosure, storage, copying
or distribution of any part of this e-mail is not permitted. If you are not the intended
recipient please destroy the email, remove any copies from your system and inform
the sender immediately by return.
Communications with the Scottish Government may be monitored or recorded in
order to secure the effective operation of the system and for other lawful purposes.
The views or opinions contained within this e-mail may not necessarily reflect those
of the Scottish Government.
********************************************************************
**

Royal Yachting Association Scotland is a company limited by guarantee and is registered in
Scotland. Registered business number SC219439. VAT Registration number 345 0456 69.
Email Disclaimer http://www.rya.org.uk/legal-info/Pages/email-disclaimer.aspx

[Redacted] [Redacted]

https://marine.gov.scot/?q=node/26819
mailto:ms.marinelicensing@gov.scot
mailto:ms.marinelicensing@gov.scot
https://www.gov.scot/collections/marine-licensing-and-consent/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/marine-licensing-and-consenting-privacy-notice/


Defence Infrastructure 
Organisation



From:
To: MD Marine Licensing
Subject: 20251028_MOD_Response_000011344 & 00011345 - Port of Dundee (per Haskoning UK Ltd) - Quay

Improvement Works, Capital Dredging and Sea Deposit - Port of Dundee - Consultation
Date: 28 October 2025 12:01:50
Attachments: image001.png

Good morning Liz,

Thank you for your email below regarding 000011344 & 00011345 - Port of Dundee (per
Haskoning UK Ltd) - Quay Improvement Works, Capital Dredging and Sea Deposit, Port of
Dundee.

I can confirm from the information provided; the MOD has no objection to the proposed works. 
However, the Lady Shoal approach channel lies just outside the boundary of Danger Area D604
Barry Buddon Range where live firing operations take place.  During the dredging works to
extend and deepen the approach channel, if any dredging vessels were to enter the Danger Area
while manoeuvring or turning, the MOD would require the following arrangements to be in place
to manage the range area safely.

We would require a direct POC dealing with all related operations within Dundee Ports.

6-month early warning of the any works likely to affect the SDA and option to deny if
operationally critical to booked user units.

Minimum early warning of 2-3 weeks for unscheduled works via e-mail and option for the
(MoD) to deny access if range usage is heavy or operationally critical.  BBTC ranges may be
booked up to 18 months in advance in certain circumstances. Operational units may book at a
minimum of 3 weeks in advance.

Once the above is in place, request that BBTC Regional Ops Room is contacted (telephone) by
any vessel likely to be operating close to or intending to enter our SDA prior to leaving port.

Contact number of any vessel likely to be operating close to our SDA left with Ops Room, to
enable direct communications.

Points of contact are:

BBTC Regional Operations Room

Training Safety Officer / Deputy Training Safety Officer

I trust this is clear; however, should you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact

[Redacted]

[Redacted]

[Redacted]

[Redacted]



me.

Kind Regards

Joanne Moore | Safeguarding Officer

Defence Infrastructure Organisation
Estates | Safeguarding
DIO Head Office | St George's House | DMS Whittington | Lichfield | Staffordshire | WS14 9PY
Email:

From: MD.MarineLicensing@gov.scot <MD.MarineLicensing@gov.scot> 
Sent: 07 October 2025 13:54
Subject: 000011344 & 00011345 - Port of Dundee (per Haskoning UK Ltd) - Quay
Improvement Works, Capital Dredging and Sea Deposit - Port of Dundee - Consultation -
Response required by 06 November 2025

Dear Sir/Madam,

MARINE (SCOTLAND) ACT 2010, PART 4 MARINE LICENSING
THE MARINE WORKS (ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT)
(SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2017

000011344 & 00011345 - Port of Dundee (per Haskoning UK Ltd) - Quay
Improvement Works, Capital Dredging and Sea Deposit, Port of Dundee.

Marine licences have been requested under the Marine (Scotland) Act 2010 in
regards to the proposed works at the Port of Dundee. An Environmental Impact
Assessment (“EIA”) report has also been submitted under the Marine Works
(Environmental Impact Assessment) (Scotland) Regulations 2017 along with
supporting documentation. The licence applications, EIA report and supporting
documentation can be accessed via the following link:

Port of Dundee Capital Dredge and Quay Improvement | marine.gov.scot

Please forward your comments on these proposals via electronic communication
to MD.MarineLicensing@gov.scot or as a hard copy to the address detailed below
by 06 November 2025.

Thanks,
Kind Regards,
Liz

Elizabeth Skelton (pronouns she/her)
Marine Licensing Casework Officer
Licensing Operations Team - Marine Directorate
Scottish Government | Marine Laboratory | 375 Victoria Road | Aberdeen | AB11 9DB
Mobile:  Email: 

[Redacted]

[Redacted][Redacted]

https://marine.gov.scot/?q=node/26819
mailto:ms.marinelicensing@gov.scot


General Queries: +44 (0)300 244 5046
Email: MD.MarineLicensing@gov.scot
Website: Marine Environment

To see how we use your personal data, please view our privacy notice

*****************************************************************
***** 
This e-mail (and any files or other attachments transmitted with it) is intended
solely for the attention of the addressee(s). Unauthorised use, disclosure, storage,
copying or distribution of any part of this e-mail is not permitted. If you are not
the intended recipient please destroy the email, remove any copies from your
system and inform the sender immediately by return.
Communications with the Scottish Government may be monitored or recorded in
order to secure the effective operation of the system and for other lawful
purposes. The views or opinions contained within this e-mail may not
necessarily reflect those of the Scottish Government.
*****************************************************************
*****

mailto:ms.marinelicensing@gov.scot
https://www.gov.scot/collections/marine-licensing-and-consent/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/marine-licensing-and-consenting-privacy-notice/


National Air Traffic Services



From: NATS Safeguarding
To: MD Marine Licensing
Cc: NATS Safeguarding
Subject: RE: 000011344 & 00011345 - Port of Dundee (per Haskoning UK Ltd) - Quay Improvement Works, Capital

Dredging and Sea Deposit - Port of Dundee - Consultation - Response required by 06 November 2025
Date: 28 October 2025 13:00:09
Attachments: image002.png

image003.png
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image006.png
image007.png
image008.png
image009.png

The proposed development has been examined from a technical safeguarding aspect and does not
conflict with our safeguarding criteria. Accordingly, NATS (En Route) Public Limited Company
("NERL") has no safeguarding objection to the proposal.

However, please be aware that this response applies specifically to the above consultation and only
reflects the position of NATS (that is responsible for the management of en route air traffic) based on
the information supplied at the time of this application. This letter does not provide any indication of
the position of any other party, whether they be an airport, airspace user or otherwise. It remains the
LPA’s responsibility to ensure that all the appropriate consultees are properly consulted.

If any changes are proposed to the information supplied to NATS in regard to this application which
become the basis of a revised, amended or further application for approval, then as a statutory
consultee NERL requires that it be further consulted on any such changes prior to any planning
permission or any consent being granted.

Yours Faithfully

NATS Safeguarding

D: 01489 444687
E: natssafeguarding@nats.co.uk

4000 Parkway, Whiteley,
Fareham, Hants PO15 7FL
www.nats.co.uk

NATS Internal

From: MD.MarineLicensing@gov.scot <MD.MarineLicensing@gov.scot> 
Sent: 07 October 2025 13:54
Subject: [EXTERNAL] 000011344 & 00011345 - Port of Dundee (per Haskoning UK Ltd) - Quay
Improvement Works, Capital Dredging and Sea Deposit - Port of Dundee - Consultation -
Response required by 06 November 2025

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organisation. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognise the sender and know the content is safe.

Dear Sir/Madam,

mailto:NATSSafeguarding@nats.co.uk
mailto:MD.MarineLicensing@gov.scot
mailto:NATSSafeguarding@nats.co.uk
mailto:natssafeguarding@nats.co.uk
http://www.nats.co.uk/
https://en-gb.facebook.com/NATSAero/
https://twitter.com/nats?lang=en
https://www.linkedin.com/company-beta/8543?pathWildcard=8543
https://www.instagram.com/natsaero/?hl=en


MARINE (SCOTLAND) ACT 2010, PART 4 MARINE LICENSING
THE MARINE WORKS (ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT)
(SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2017

000011344 & 00011345 - Port of Dundee (per Haskoning UK Ltd) - Quay
Improvement Works, Capital Dredging and Sea Deposit, Port of Dundee.

Marine licences have been requested under the Marine (Scotland) Act 2010 in
regards to the proposed works at the Port of Dundee. An Environmental Impact
Assessment (“EIA”) report has also been submitted under the Marine Works
(Environmental Impact Assessment) (Scotland) Regulations 2017 along with
supporting documentation. The licence applications, EIA report and supporting
documentation can be accessed via the following link:

Port of Dundee Capital Dredge and Quay Improvement | marine.gov.scot

Please forward your comments on these proposals via electronic communication
to MD.MarineLicensing@gov.scot or as a hard copy to the address detailed below
by 06 November 2025.

Thanks,
Kind Regards,
Liz

Elizabeth Skelton (pronouns she/her)
Marine Licensing Casework Officer
Licensing Operations Team - Marine Directorate
Scottish Government | Marine Laboratory | 375 Victoria Road | Aberdeen | AB11
9DB
Mobile:  Email: t

General Queries: +44 (0)300 244 5046
Email: MD.MarineLicensing@gov.scot
Website: Marine Environment

To see how we use your personal data, please view our privacy notice

********************************************************************** 
This e-mail (and any files or other attachments transmitted with it) is intended solely for
the attention of the addressee(s). Unauthorised use, disclosure, storage, copying or
distribution of any part of this e-mail is not permitted. If you are not the intended recipient
please destroy the email, remove any copies from your system and inform the sender

[Redacted][Redacted]

https://marine.gov.scot/?q=node/26819
mailto:ms.marinelicensing@gov.scot
mailto:ms.marinelicensing@gov.scot
https://www.gov.scot/collections/marine-licensing-and-consent/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/marine-licensing-and-consenting-privacy-notice/


immediately by return.
Communications with the Scottish Government may be monitored or recorded in order to
secure the effective operation of the system and for other lawful purposes. The views or
opinions contained within this e-mail may not necessarily reflect those of the Scottish
Government.
**********************************************************************

If you are not the intended recipient, please notify our Help Desk at Email
Information.Solutions@nats.co.uk immediately. You should not copy or use this email or
attachment(s) for any purpose nor disclose their contents to any other person. 

NATS computer systems may be monitored and communications carried on them recorded, to
secure the effective operation of the system. 

Please note that neither NATS nor the sender accepts any responsibility for viruses or any
losses caused as a result of viruses and it is your responsibility to scan or otherwise check this
email and any attachments. 

NATS means NATS (En Route) plc (company number: 4129273), NATS (Services) Ltd (company
number 4129270), NATSNAV Ltd (company number: 4164590) or NATS Ltd (company number
3155567) or NATS Holdings Ltd (company number 4138218). All companies are registered in
England and their registered office is at 4000 Parkway, Whiteley, Fareham, Hampshire, PO15
7FL.
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From: navigation safety
To: MD Marine Licensing
Subject: RE: 000011344 - Port of Dundee (per Haskoning UK Ltd) - Quay Improvement Works, - Port of Dundee -

Consultation - Response required by 06 November 2025
Date: 03 November 2025 16:02:38
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Dear Liz,

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the Marine Licence application for Quay
Improvement Works at the Port of Dundee.   The UK Technical Services Navigation
team of the Maritime and Coastguard Agency has reviewed the documents received
and would like to comment as follows:  

We note that the works fall within the jurisdiction of a Statutory Harbour Authority (SHA),
being Dundee Harbour Authority,  and therefore they are responsible for the safety of
navigation within their waters.   

The MCA confirms we have no objections to a licence being granted on this occasion.
This is on the understanding that all maritime safety legislation is adhered to, and that
the following risk mitigation measures take place:  

Conditions: 

None 

 In addition, the following advice should be provided to the applicant to facilitate the
proposed works:  

Advisories: 

1. Bunding and/or storage facilities must be installed to contain and prevent the
release of fuel, oils, and chemicals associated with plant, refuelling and
construction equipment, into the marine environment.

2. The site is within port limits and the applicant should gain the approval/agreement
of the responsible local navigation authority or the Harbour
Authority/Commissioners/Council. They may wish to issue local warnings to alert
those navigating in the vicinity to the presence of the works, as deemed
necessary.

The MCA has considered the relevant Marine Plan as part of its assessment of this
application.   

If you have any questions regarding this response, please let us know. 
Kind regards 

Jo Cooke
Marine Licensing and Consenting

mailto:navigationsafety@mcga.gov.uk
mailto:MD.MarineLicensing@gov.scot


CAUTION: This email originated from outside the UK Government. Do not click links or open
attachments unless you recognise the sender and know the content is safe. Please use the Report
Message function to report suspicious messages.

Advisor
UK Technical Maritime Services
Navigation

NavigationSafety@mcga.gov.uk

Mobile: 

Maritime & Coastguard Agency
Spring Place, 105 Commercial Road,
Southampton, SO15 1EG

Safer Lives, Safer Ships, Cleaner Seas
www.gov.uk/mca

From: MD.MarineLicensing@gov.scot <MD.MarineLicensing@gov.scot> 
Sent: 07 October 2025 13:54
Subject: 000011344 & 00011345 - Port of Dundee (per Haskoning UK Ltd) - Quay Improvement
Works, Capital Dredging and Sea Deposit - Port of Dundee - Consultation - Response required by
06 November 2025

Dear Sir/Madam,

MARINE (SCOTLAND) ACT 2010, PART 4 MARINE LICENSING
THE MARINE WORKS (ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT)
(SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2017

000011344 & 00011345 - Port of Dundee (per Haskoning UK Ltd) - Quay
Improvement Works, Capital Dredging and Sea Deposit, Port of Dundee.

Marine licences have been requested under the Marine (Scotland) Act 2010 in
regards to the proposed works at the Port of Dundee. An Environmental Impact
Assessment (“EIA”) report has also been submitted under the Marine Works
(Environmental Impact Assessment) (Scotland) Regulations 2017 along with
supporting documentation. The licence applications, EIA report and supporting
documentation can be accessed via the following link:

Port of Dundee Capital Dredge and Quay Improvement | marine.gov.scot

Please forward your comments on these proposals via electronic communication
to MD.MarineLicensing@gov.scot or as a hard copy to the address detailed below
by 06 November 2025.

Thanks,
Kind Regards,
Liz

Elizabeth Skelton (pronouns she/her)
Marine Licensing Casework Officer
Licensing Operations Team - Marine Directorate

[Redacted]

mailto:NavigationSafety@mcga.gov.uk
https://www.gov.uk/mca/
http://hmcoastguard.blogspot.co.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/MCA
https://twitter.com/mca_media
https://www.youtube.com/user/officialCoastguard
https://www.linkedin.com/company/maritime-and-coastguard-agency/
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https://marine.gov.scot/?q=node/26819
mailto:ms.marinelicensing@gov.scot


Scottish Government | Marine Laboratory | 375 Victoria Road | Aberdeen | AB11 9DB
Mobile:  Email: 

General Queries: +44 (0)300 244 5046
Email: MD.MarineLicensing@gov.scot
Website: Marine Environment

To see how we use your personal data, please view our privacy notice

*****************************************************************
***** 
This e-mail (and any files or other attachments transmitted with it) is intended
solely for the attention of the addressee(s). Unauthorised use, disclosure, storage,
copying or distribution of any part of this e-mail is not permitted. If you are not
the intended recipient please destroy the email, remove any copies from your
system and inform the sender immediately by return.
Communications with the Scottish Government may be monitored or recorded in
order to secure the effective operation of the system and for other lawful
purposes. The views or opinions contained within this e-mail may not
necessarily reflect those of the Scottish Government.
*****************************************************************
*****
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electronic communications and for other lawful purposes.
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To: MD Marine Licensing
Subject: RE: 00011345 - Port of Dundee (per Haskoning UK Ltd) Capital Dredging and Sea Deposit - Port of Dundee

- Consultation - Response
Date: 03 November 2025 16:14:19
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Dear Liz,

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the Marine Licence application for Capital
Dredging and Sea Deposit in the Port of Dundee. The UK Technical Services
Navigation team of the Maritime and Coastguard Agency has reviewed the documents
received and would like to comment as follows:  

We note that the works fall within the jurisdiction of a Statutory Harbour Authority (SHA),
being Dundee Harbour Authority, and therefore they are responsible for the safety of
navigation within their waters.   

The MCA confirms we have no objections to a licence being granted on this occasion.
This is on the understanding that all maritime safety legislation is adhered to, and that
the following risk mitigation measures take place:  

Conditions: 

None 

 In addition, the following advice should be provided to the applicant to facilitate the
proposed works:  

Advisories: 

1. The site is within port limits and the Harbour Authority may wish to issue local
warnings to alert those navigating in the vicinity to the presence of the works, as
deemed necessary.  Any change data including engineering drawings,
hydrographic surveys, details of new or changed aids to navigation must then be
passed onto The Source Data Receipt team, UK Hydrographic Office, (email:
sdr@ukho.gov.uk ) as per guidance in 'Harbour Master's Guide to Hydrographic
and Maritime Information Exchange' published on the UK Hydrographic Office
(ADMIRALTY) website.

2. Bunding and/or storage facilities must be installed to contain and prevent the
release of fuel, oils, and chemicals associated with plant, refuelling and
construction equipment, into the marine environment.

The MCA has considered the relevant Marine Plan as part of its assessment of this
application.   

If you have any questions regarding this response, please let us know. 
Kind regards 

mailto:navigationsafety@mcga.gov.uk
mailto:MD.MarineLicensing@gov.scot
mailto:sdr@ukho.gov.uk


CAUTION: This email originated from outside the UK Government. Do not click links or open
attachments unless you recognise the sender and know the content is safe. Please use the Report
Message function to report suspicious messages.

Jo Cooke
Marine Licensing and Consenting
Advisor
UK Technical Maritime Services
Navigation

NavigationSafety@mcga.gov.uk

Mobile:  

Maritime & Coastguard Agency
Spring Place, 105 Commercial Road,
Southampton, SO15 1EG

Safer Lives, Safer Ships, Cleaner Seas
www.gov.uk/mca

From: MD.MarineLicensing@gov.scot <MD.MarineLicensing@gov.scot> 
Sent: 07 October 2025 13:54
Subject: 000011344 & 00011345 - Port of Dundee (per Haskoning UK Ltd) - Quay Improvement
Works, Capital Dredging and Sea Deposit - Port of Dundee - Consultation - Response required by
06 November 2025

Dear Sir/Madam,

MARINE (SCOTLAND) ACT 2010, PART 4 MARINE LICENSING
THE MARINE WORKS (ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT)
(SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2017

000011344 & 00011345 - Port of Dundee (per Haskoning UK Ltd) - Quay
Improvement Works, Capital Dredging and Sea Deposit, Port of Dundee.

Marine licences have been requested under the Marine (Scotland) Act 2010 in
regards to the proposed works at the Port of Dundee. An Environmental Impact
Assessment (“EIA”) report has also been submitted under the Marine Works
(Environmental Impact Assessment) (Scotland) Regulations 2017 along with
supporting documentation. The licence applications, EIA report and supporting
documentation can be accessed via the following link:

Port of Dundee Capital Dredge and Quay Improvement | marine.gov.scot

Please forward your comments on these proposals via electronic communication
to MD.MarineLicensing@gov.scot or as a hard copy to the address detailed below
by 06 November 2025.

Thanks,
Kind Regards,

[Redacted][Redacted]

mailto:NavigationSafety@mcga.gov.uk
https://www.gov.uk/mca/
http://hmcoastguard.blogspot.co.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/MCA
https://twitter.com/mca_media
https://www.youtube.com/user/officialCoastguard
https://www.linkedin.com/company/maritime-and-coastguard-agency/
http://www.gov.uk/mca
https://marine.gov.scot/?q=node/26819
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Liz

Elizabeth Skelton (pronouns she/her)
Marine Licensing Casework Officer
Licensing Operations Team - Marine Directorate
Scottish Government | Marine Laboratory | 375 Victoria Road | Aberdeen | AB11 9DB
Mobile:  Email: 

General Queries: +44 (0)300 244 5046
Email: MD.MarineLicensing@gov.scot
Website: Marine Environment

To see how we use your personal data, please view our privacy notice

*****************************************************************
***** 
This e-mail (and any files or other attachments transmitted with it) is intended
solely for the attention of the addressee(s). Unauthorised use, disclosure, storage,
copying or distribution of any part of this e-mail is not permitted. If you are not
the intended recipient please destroy the email, remove any copies from your
system and inform the sender immediately by return.
Communications with the Scottish Government may be monitored or recorded in
order to secure the effective operation of the system and for other lawful
purposes. The views or opinions contained within this e-mail may not
necessarily reflect those of the Scottish Government.
*****************************************************************
*****
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electronic communications and for other lawful purposes.
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Scottish Fishermen’s Federation



From:
To: MD Marine Licensing
Cc:
Subject: Re: 000011344 & 00011345 - Port of Dundee (per Haskoning UK Ltd) - Quay Improvement Works, Capital

Dredging and Sea Deposit - Port of Dundee - Consultation
Date: 13 November 2025 10:29:10
Attachments:

Good morning Liz,
Thank you for the opportunity to participate in the statutory consultation regarding the 000011344
& 00011345 - Port of Dundee (per Haskoning UK Ltd) - Quay Improvement Works, Capital Dredging
and Sea Deposit - Port of Dundee - Consultation. After reviewing the materials provided, we have no
comments or suggestions to offer at this time.
Please consider this as a formal nil response from the Scottish Fishermen’s Federation.

Regards,
Oliwia 

Oliwia Biros
Offshore Consents Assessments Manager

Scottish Fishermen’s Federation

24 Rubislaw Terrace  |  Aberdeen  |  AB10 1XE

T: +44 (0) 1224 039088  |  M: 

E:   |  sff.co.uk

Follow us: Facebook  |  Twitter  

Registered Address | Scottish Fishermen’s Federation (SFF) | 24 Rubislaw Terrace | Aberdeen | AB10 1XE

This email is confidential and intended solely for the individual to whom it is addressed. The views are that of the author and
may not necessarily constitute or imply its endorsement or recommendation by SFF. If you are not the intended recipient and
received this e-mail in error please notify the sender immediately and delete all copies from your system. Please note that SFF

[Redacted]

[Redacted]

[Redacted]

[Redacted][Redacted]

[Redacted]

mailto:MD.MarineLicensing@gov.scot
http://www.sff.co.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/sff.uk
https://twitter.com/sff_uk


Caution: This is an external email. Please take care when clicking links or opening
attachments. When in doubt, contact Mother Technologies at support@mother.uk.net.

accepts no liability for any losses resulting from infected email transmissions. No liability is accepted for any damage caused by
any virus transmitted by this e-mail.

From: MD.MarineLicensing@gov.scot <MD.MarineLicensing@gov.scot>
Sent: Monday, October 20, 2025 10:28
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 000011344 & 00011345 - Port of Dundee (per Haskoning UK Ltd) - Quay
Improvement Works, Capital Dredging and Sea Deposit - Port of Dundee - Consultation
Extension Granted - 20 October 2025

Good Morning Oliwia,

I can confirm that your extension request can be granted and a response is expected
to be received on or before 13 November 2025.

Thanks,
Kind Regards,
Liz

Elizabeth Skelton (pronouns she/her)
Marine Licensing Casework Officer
Licensing Operations Team - Marine Directorate
Scottish Government | Marine Laboratory | 375 Victoria Road | Aberdeen | AB11 9DB
Mobile:  Email: 

General Queries: +44 (0)300 244 5046
Email: MD.MarineLicensing@gov.scot
Website: Marine Environment

To see how we use your personal data, please view our privacy notice

From: 

[Redacted]

[Redacted][Redacted]

[Redacted]

[Redacted][Redacted]

[Redacted]

mailto:ms.marinelicensing@gov.scot
https://www.gov.scot/collections/marine-licensing-and-consent/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/marine-licensing-and-consenting-privacy-notice/


Sent: 09 October 2025 09:04
To: MD Marine Licensing <MD.MarineLicensing@gov.scot>
Cc: 
Subject: Re: 000011344 & 00011345 - Port of Dundee (per Haskoning UK Ltd) - Quay
Improvement Works, Capital Dredging and Sea Deposit - Port of Dundee - Consultation -
Response required by 06 November 2025

Hi Liz,

Thank you for sharing 000011344 & 00011345 - Port of Dundee (per Haskoning UK Ltd) - Quay
Improvement Works, Capital Dredging and Sea Deposit - Port of Dundee consultation notification.
We would like to request a short extension to the consultation deadline, until 13th November 2025,
to allow us sufficient time to review and provide considered feedback. This request is due to a
combination of annual leave and limited team capacity, as well as the fact that the consultation
period falls within the October school holidays, which will made it more challenging to coordinate
input from relevant constituent associations with people being away.

We appreciate your understanding and hope this extension can be accommodated.
Oliwia 

Oliwia Biros
Offshore Consents Assessments Manager

Scottish Fishermen’s Federation

24 Rubislaw Terrace  |  Aberdeen  |  AB10 1XE

T: +44 (0) 1224 039088  |  M: 

E: |  sff.co.uk
Follow us: Facebook  |  Twitter  

Registered Address | Scottish Fishermen’s Federation (SFF) | 24 Rubislaw Terrace | Aberdeen | AB10 1XE

This email is confidential and intended solely for the individual to whom it is addressed. The views are that of the author and
may not necessarily constitute or imply its endorsement or recommendation by SFF. If you are not the intended recipient and

[Redacted]

[Redacted]

[Redacted][Redacted]

http://www.sff.co.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/sff.uk
https://twitter.com/sff_uk


Caution: This is an external email. Please take care when clicking links or
opening attachments. When in doubt, contact Mother Technologies at
support@mother.uk.net.

received this e-mail in error please notify the sender immediately and delete all copies from your system. Please note that SFF
accepts no liability for any losses resulting from infected email transmissions. No liability is accepted for any damage caused by
any virus transmitted by this e-mail.

From: MD.MarineLicensing@gov.scot <MD.MarineLicensing@gov.scot>
Sent: 07 October 2025 13:54
Subject: 000011344 & 00011345 - Port of Dundee (per Haskoning UK Ltd) - Quay Improvement
Works, Capital Dredging and Sea Deposit - Port of Dundee - Consultation - Response required by 06
November 2025

Dear Sir/Madam,

MARINE (SCOTLAND) ACT 2010, PART 4 MARINE LICENSING
THE MARINE WORKS (ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT)
(SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2017

000011344 & 00011345 - Port of Dundee (per Haskoning UK Ltd) - Quay
Improvement Works, Capital Dredging and Sea Deposit, Port of Dundee.

Marine licences have been requested under the Marine (Scotland) Act 2010 in
regards to the proposed works at the Port of Dundee. An Environmental Impact
Assessment (“EIA”) report has also been submitted under the Marine Works
(Environmental Impact Assessment) (Scotland) Regulations 2017 along with
supporting documentation. The licence applications, EIA report and supporting
documentation can be accessed via the following link:

Port of Dundee Capital Dredge and Quay Improvement | marine.gov.scot

Please forward your comments on these proposals via electronic communication to
MD.MarineLicensing@gov.scot or as a hard copy to the address detailed below by
06 November 2025.

Thanks,
Kind Regards,
Liz

Elizabeth Skelton (pronouns she/her)
Marine Licensing Casework Officer
Licensing Operations Team - Marine Directorate
Scottish Government | Marine Laboratory | 375 Victoria Road | Aberdeen | AB11 9DB
Mobile:  Email: 

General Queries: +44 (0)300 244 5046
Email: MD.MarineLicensing@gov.scot
Website: Marine Environment

[Redacted][Redacted]

mailto:support@mother.uk.net
mailto:MD.MarineLicensing@gov.scot
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any part of this e-mail is not permitted. If you are not the intended recipient please destroy the
email, remove any copies from your system and inform the sender immediately by return.
Communications with the Scottish Government may be monitored or recorded in order to
secure the effective operation of the system and for other lawful purposes. The views or
opinions contained within this e-mail may not necessarily reflect those of the Scottish
Government.
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North and East Coast Inshore 
Fisheries Group



From:
Cc: MD Marine Licensing
Subject: Re: 000011344 & 00011345 - Port of Dundee (per Haskoning UK Ltd) - Quay Improvement Works, Capital

Dredging and Sea Deposit - Port of Dundee - Consultation
Date: 13 November 2025 11:08:56

Good morning

Just to confirm that there is a nil response from the NECRIFG. 

Thank you

Jennifer 
Sent by Jennifer Mouat 

On 13 Nov 2025, at 10:28, wrote:

﻿
Good morning Liz,
Thank you for the opportunity to participate in the statutory consultation regarding the
000011344 & 00011345 - Port of Dundee (per Haskoning UK Ltd) - Quay Improvement
Works, Capital Dredging and Sea Deposit - Port of Dundee - Consultation. After reviewing
the materials provided, we have no comments or suggestions to offer at this time.
Please consider this as a formal nil response from the Scottish Fishermen’s Federation.

Regards,
Oliwia 

Oliwia Biros
Offshore Consents Assessments Manager

Scottish Fishermen’s Federation

24 Rubislaw Terrace  |  Aberdeen  |  AB10 1XE

T: +44 (0) 1224 039088  |  M: 

E: |  sff.co.uk

Follow us: Facebook  |  Twitter  

Registered Address | Scottish Fishermen’s Federation (SFF) | 24 Rubislaw Terrace | Aberdeen | AB10 1XE

[Redacted]

[Redacted]

[Redacted]

[Redacted]

[Redacted]

[Redacted]

http://www.sff.co.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/sff.uk
https://twitter.com/sff_uk


Caution: This is an external email. Please take care when clicking links or
opening attachments. When in doubt, contact Mother Technologies at
support@mother.uk.net.

This email is confidential and intended solely for the individual to whom it is addressed. The views are that of the author
and may not necessarily constitute or imply its endorsement or recommendation by SFF. If you are not the intended
recipient and received this e-mail in error please notify the sender immediately and delete all copies from your system.
Please note that SFF accepts no liability for any losses resulting from infected email transmissions. No liability is accepted
for any damage caused by any virus transmitted by this e-mail.

From: MD.MarineLicensing@gov.scot <MD.MarineLicensing@gov.scot>
Sent: Monday, October 20, 2025 10:28
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 000011344 & 00011345 - Port of Dundee (per Haskoning UK Ltd) - Quay
Improvement Works, Capital Dredging and Sea Deposit - Port of Dundee -
Consultation Extension Granted - 20 October 2025

Good Morning Oliwia,

I can confirm that your extension request can be granted and a response is
expected to be received on or before 13 November 2025.

Thanks,
Kind Regards,
Liz

Elizabeth Skelton (pronouns she/her)
Marine Licensing Casework Officer
Licensing Operations Team - Marine Directorate
Scottish Government | Marine Laboratory | 375 Victoria Road | Aberdeen | AB11 9DB
Mobile:  Email: 

General Queries: +44 (0)300 244 5046
Email: MD.MarineLicensing@gov.scot
Website: Marine Environment

To see how we use your personal data, please view our privacy notice

From: 
Sent: 09 October 2025 09:04

[Redacted]
[Redacted]

[Redacted][Redacted]

[Redacted]

[Redacted]

mailto:ms.marinelicensing@gov.scot
https://www.gov.scot/collections/marine-licensing-and-consent/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/marine-licensing-and-consenting-privacy-notice/


To: MD Marine Licensing <MD.MarineLicensing@gov.scot>
Cc: 
Subject: Re: 000011344 & 00011345 - Port of Dundee (per Haskoning UK Ltd) -
Quay Improvement Works, Capital Dredging and Sea Deposit - Port of Dundee -
Consultation - Response required by 06 November 2025

Hi Liz,

Thank you for sharing 000011344 & 00011345 - Port of Dundee (per Haskoning UK Ltd) -
Quay Improvement Works, Capital Dredging and Sea Deposit - Port of Dundee
consultation notification.
We would like to request a short extension to the consultation deadline, until 13th
November 2025, to allow us sufficient time to review and provide considered feedback.
This request is due to a combination of annual leave and limited team capacity, as well as
the fact that the consultation period falls within the October school holidays, which will
made it more challenging to coordinate input from relevant constituent associations
with people being away.

We appreciate your understanding and hope this extension can be accommodated.
Oliwia 

Oliwia Biros
Offshore Consents Assessments Manager

Scottish Fishermen’s Federation

24 Rubislaw Terrace  |  Aberdeen  |  AB10 1XE

T: +44 (0) 1224 039088  |  M: 

E: |  sff.co.uk
Follow us: Facebook  |  Twitter  

Registered Address | Scottish Fishermen’s Federation (SFF) | 24 Rubislaw Terrace | Aberdeen | AB10 1XE

This email is confidential and intended solely for the individual to whom it is addressed. The views are that of the author
and may not necessarily constitute or imply its endorsement or recommendation by SFF. If you are not the intended
recipient and received this e-mail in error please notify the sender immediately and delete all copies from your system.
Please note that SFF accepts no liability for any losses resulting from infected email transmissions. No liability is accepted
for any damage caused by any virus transmitted by this e-mail.
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Caution: This is an external email. Please take care when clicking links
or opening attachments. When in doubt, contact Mother Technologies at
support@mother.uk.net.

From: MD.MarineLicensing@gov.scot <MD.MarineLicensing@gov.scot>
Sent: 07 October 2025 13:54
Subject: 000011344 & 00011345 - Port of Dundee (per Haskoning UK Ltd) - Quay
Improvement Works, Capital Dredging and Sea Deposit - Port of Dundee - Consultation -
Response required by 06 November 2025

Dear Sir/Madam,

MARINE (SCOTLAND) ACT 2010, PART 4 MARINE LICENSING
THE MARINE WORKS (ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT)
(SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2017

000011344 & 00011345 - Port of Dundee (per Haskoning UK Ltd) - Quay
Improvement Works, Capital Dredging and Sea Deposit, Port of Dundee.

Marine licences have been requested under the Marine (Scotland) Act 2010
in regards to the proposed works at the Port of Dundee. An Environmental
Impact Assessment (“EIA”) report has also been submitted under the
Marine Works (Environmental Impact Assessment) (Scotland) Regulations
2017 along with supporting documentation. The licence applications, EIA
report and supporting documentation can be accessed via the following
link:

Port of Dundee Capital Dredge and Quay Improvement | marine.gov.scot

Please forward your comments on these proposals via electronic
communication to MD.MarineLicensing@gov.scot or as a hard copy to the
address detailed below by 06 November 2025.

Thanks,
Kind Regards,
Liz

Elizabeth Skelton (pronouns she/her)
Marine Licensing Casework Officer
Licensing Operations Team - Marine Directorate
Scottish Government | Marine Laboratory | 375 Victoria Road | Aberdeen | AB11 9DB
Mobile:  Email:

General Queries: +44 (0)300 244 5046
Email: MD.MarineLicensing@gov.scot
Website: Marine Environment

<image001.png>

To see how we use your personal data, please view our privacy notice

********************************************************************** 
This e-mail (and any files or other attachments transmitted with it) is intended
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solely for the attention of the addressee(s). Unauthorised use, disclosure, storage,
copying or distribution of any part of this e-mail is not permitted. If you are not the
intended recipient please destroy the email, remove any copies from your system
and inform the sender immediately by return.
Communications with the Scottish Government may be monitored or recorded in
order to secure the effective operation of the system and for other lawful purposes.
The views or opinions contained within this e-mail may not necessarily reflect
those of the Scottish Government.
**********************************************************************

********************************************************************** 
This e-mail (and any files or other attachments transmitted with it) is intended
solely for the attention of the addressee(s). Unauthorised use, disclosure, storage,
copying or distribution of any part of this e-mail is not permitted. If you are not the
intended recipient please destroy the email, remove any copies from your system
and inform the sender immediately by return.
Communications with the Scottish Government may be monitored or recorded in
order to secure the effective operation of the system and for other lawful purposes.
The views or opinions contained within this e-mail may not necessarily reflect
those of the Scottish Government.
**********************************************************************
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To: MD Marine Licensing
Cc: DEVENNY Alan; Andrew Erskine; LOGAN Lesley
Subject: EIA - 000011344 & 00011345 - Port of Dundee (per Haskoning UK Ltd) - Quay Improvement Works, Capital

Dredging and Sea Deposit - Transport Scotland Response - 31-Oct-25
Date: 31 October 2025 14:03:15
Attachments: image002.png
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FAO Elizabeth Skelton 

Afternoon Liz,

Thank you for the opportunity for Transport Scotland to comment on the proposed Port of Dundee
Quay Improvement Works Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR). 

I understand that the project comprises capital dredging works at the DunEcoQuay and improvement
works to the Prince Charles Wharf.  The supporting documentation states that the majority of
construction materials would be delivered to site by sea, and all dredged material will be disposed of
at sea.  Any remaining construction traffic would be managed through a Construction Traffic
Management Plan (CTMP).  Overall, potential impacts to traffic and transport are not considered to
be significant and as such, the topic of Traffic and Transport has been scoped out of the EIAR. 

I can confirm, therefore, that Transport Scotland has no further comment to make on the EIAR and
has no objection to the Marine License application.

Kind regards,

Iain

Development Management 
Network Operations 
Roads Delivery

transport.gov.scot

Transport Scotland, 177 Bothwell Street, Blythswood New Town, Glasgow, G2 7ER

Transport Scotland, the national transport agency
Còmhdhail Alba, buidheann nàiseanta na còmhdhail

Please see our privacy policy to find out why we collect personal information and how we use it

From: MD Marine Licensing <MD.MarineLicensing@gov.scot> 
Sent: 07 October 2025 13:54
Subject: 000011344 & 00011345 - Port of Dundee (per Haskoning UK Ltd) - Quay
Improvement Works, Capital Dredging and Sea Deposit - Port of Dundee - Consultation -
Response required by 06 November 2025

Dear Sir/Madam,

[Redacted]
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MARINE (SCOTLAND) ACT 2010, PART 4 MARINE LICENSING
THE MARINE WORKS (ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT)
(SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2017

000011344 & 00011345 - Port of Dundee (per Haskoning UK Ltd) - Quay
Improvement Works, Capital Dredging and Sea Deposit, Port of Dundee.

Marine licences have been requested under the Marine (Scotland) Act 2010 in
regards to the proposed works at the Port of Dundee. An Environmental Impact
Assessment (“EIA”) report has also been submitted under the Marine Works
(Environmental Impact Assessment) (Scotland) Regulations 2017 along with
supporting documentation. The licence applications, EIA report and supporting
documentation can be accessed via the following link:

Port of Dundee Capital Dredge and Quay Improvement | marine.gov.scot

Please forward your comments on these proposals via electronic communication
to MD.MarineLicensing@gov.scot or as a hard copy to the address detailed below
by 06 November 2025.

Thanks,
Kind Regards,
Liz

Elizabeth Skelton (pronouns she/her)
Marine Licensing Casework Officer
Licensing Operations Team - Marine Directorate
Scottish Government | Marine Laboratory | 375 Victoria Road | Aberdeen | AB11 9DB
Mobile:  Email: 

General Queries: +44 (0)300 244 5046
Email: MD.MarineLicensing@gov.scot
Website: Marine Environment

To see how we use your personal data, please view our privacy notice

[Redacted][Redacted]
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 

E: MD-SEDD-RE_Advice@gov.scot 

ELIZABETH SKELTON  
MARINE LICENSING CASEWORK OFFICER 
LICENSING OPERATIONS TEAM 
MARINE DIRECTORATE 
THE SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 
 
17 December 2025 
 
RE: 00011344 & 00011345 - Port of Dundee - Quay Improvement works, Capital 
Dredging and Sea Deposit 
Advisors from the SEDD Marine Renewables & Ecology Team have reviewed the above 

request and provide the following advice.  

 
Diadromous Fish 
 
MD-SEDD advise that when accounting for decadal adjustment of the data the sensitive 

window when the majority of salmon smolts will be emigrating to Scottish coastal waters, as 

identified by Malcolm et al. (2015), is from 11 April to 23 May in 2026. MD-SEDD advise that 

the Tay District Salmon Fisheries Board may have more specific information on run timing of 

migrating smolts to refine this window however none has currently been presented in the 

documents associated with the application and thus MD-SEDD defer to the Malcolm et al. 

(2015) work. 

 

MD-SEDD advise that works associated with all dredging and disposal activities should be 

avoided during the sensitive window due to the proximity and extent of the disposal site and 

the modelled sediment plumes. MD-SEDD advise that if an alternative disposal site were 

available in a wider part of the channel this restriction may not be required.  

 

MD-SEDD advise that piling is not required to be restricted during the sensitive smolt 

migration window due to the modelled underwater noise values. However, this is assuming 

mailto:MD-SEDD-RE_Advice@gov.scot
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that dredging and disposal is not taking place at the same time as this would significantly 

constrain the amount of unimpacted channel available to smolt migration between the 

potential impacts of dredging and disposal and predicted impact of pile driving.  

 

Benthic Ecology 

MD-SEDD have reviewed the EIA and HRA documents and comments from NatureScot.  

 
Activities and pressures 
MD-SEDD understand that dredging is proposed at the Lady Shoal Approach Channel 

Dredge Area, the Prince Charles Dredge area, the Dun Eco Quay Approach Channel 

Dredge Area. Piling is proposed immediately in front of the Prince Charles Warf. Note that 

the two activities result in different pressures to benthic features, e.g. dredging will result in 

direct loss of benthic communities through physical removal and smothering, while piling 

may result in physiological and behavioural changes in benthic species due to underwater 

noise impacts. 

 

The features 
The advice request focuses on blue mussels, however it is important to distinguish between 

intertidal and subtidal blue mussel beds. Intertidal blue mussel beds on rock are relatively 

common in the UK, however, subtidal blue mussel beds on sediment are rare and declining. 

For example, the Scottish Marine Assessment (SMA)1 found widespread loss of biogenic 

habitats, with loss of subtidal blue mussel uncertain in all regions except Moray Firth where 

99.5% loss was reported. Historically, blue mussels have been exploited commercially, and 

subtidal beds are highly sensitive to dredging (Dolmer et al. 2001). Fisheries management 

measures have been proposed for the Firth of Tay to protect blue mussel beds2 e.g. due to 

dredging impacts, though this consultation has been delayed. 

 

There are other protected habitat features present in the Firth of Tay SAC such as seagrass 

beds, which are also sensitive to the pressures, but are not the focus of this response. 

 

 
1 Biogenic habitats | Scotland's Marine Assessment 2020 
2 Blue mussel beds | NatureScot 

https://marine.gov.scot/sma/assessment/biogenic-habitats
https://www.nature.scot/doc/blue-mussel-beds
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Figure 1. Location of historic subtidal blue mussel bed records (blue points and polygons), Dundee port 

(red square) as well as current and disused dredge and disposal sites. The approximate location of the 

Lady Shoal Dredge Area has been indicated with a black rectangle. 

 

Subtidal blue mussel beds occur at both the Lady Shoal Approach dredge area and adjacent 

to the Prince Charles Warf (according to the EIA surveys, not shown above).  

 

The request 
The request is for advice on the mitigation measure proposed by NatureScot “Temporal 

restrictions include preventing any piling during critical spawning and settlement periods. In 

this area that would limit piling between April and September (blue mussel spawning 

season).” MD-SEDD note that this mitigation relates only to the piling activity but would not 

mitigate against mortality of mussels due to dredging. It is also not clear if the piling activity 

overlaps with subtidal mussels or intertidal mussels. 

 

MD SEDD agree with the first part of the rationale: “there is a Scottish wide decline in 

subtidal blue mussel beds and this project will reduce habitat availability and cause losses of 

blue mussel beds”. However, MD-SEDD do not agree with the second part “A temporal 

restriction during a critical reproductive period for the species would ensure the population of 

blue mussels are not further hindered by the proposed activity.” MD-SEDD assume the 

“activity” refers to piling rather than the dredging activity. However it is the latter which is 

more likely to result in greater loss of the habitat due to the physical removal and mortality of 

blue mussels (as well as smothering from suspending sediment) rather than the (potential) 

sublethal impacts from noise.   
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MD-SEDD therefore do not agree that temporal restrictions on piling activity can be 

considered an appropriate mitigation measure against the loss of blue mussel beds, this is 

because the majority of the loss will be due to a different activity and pressure to the one 

which the mitigation applies to. NatureScot have not provided a reference to support the 

rational for restricting piling from April-May with regard to the blue mussel spawning. Blue 

mussels are known to have sporadic spawning patterns that can be influenced by many 

factors including tidal patterns, wind-driven currents and weather events (Demmer et al., 

2022). Alter et al. (2025) have also shown that metabolic stress from temperature changes 

as a result of global warming have influenced blue mussel spawning periods.  

 

One study on the impact of pile driving on blue mussels within 15 m found increased filtration 

rates (Spiga et al. 2016). However, this does not provide evidence for an impact on the main 

blue mussel bed in the Firth of Tay, which is at least 2700 m from the piling activity at the 

Prince Charles Warf, and the Spiga et al. (2016) study did not assess the impact on 

spawning or settlement which the rational refers to. There may be intertidal blue mussels on 

rock or artificial structures adjacent to the piling activity (i.e. within 15 m), but it is understood 

that these are not the focus of the impact assessment due to the fact that these are not part 

of the subtidal mussel (protected) feature which is on sediment. If there is an impact due to 

underwater noise, it is likely to be on the condition of the habitat rather than the extent. 

 

The HRA estimates that the total impact on the mussel beds from dredging will be 0.3% (with 

a broader range from NatureScot's assessment as 0.3%-4.2%). However, the survey carried 

out in November 2024 did not extend far from the boundary of the proposed work, therefore 

the true proportion of damage that the dredging will cause to the mussel bed is not known. 

The blue polygon shown in the figure above was produced from data from 1990-2002 and 

therefore many decades old. Given the widescale decline in blue mussel beds (e.g. 99.5% 

loss in the Moray Firth), it is reasonable to expect that the beds in the Firth of Tay have also 

declined. However, the EIA surveys focus on the dredge area and do not cover the wider 

(predicted) bed area. Therefore it is not known whether the habitat loss will be 0.3%, 4.2% or 

much higher. In addition, it is not possible to confidently assess the condition of the mussel 

bed from imagery as it is difficult to tell if the mussels are alive or dead.  

 

In conclusion, NatureScot have proposed a mitigation measure but the rational does not 

follow a logical order for benthic habitats. MD-SEDD advise that mitigation measures should 
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be proposed for the activities that are likely to have an impact on the benthic habitats (i.e. 

mortality and physical loss of species and habitats by dredging and smothering) rather than 

the uncertain (likely sublethal) impact of underwater noise. Mitigation should also be targeted 

at the attributes of the conservation objectives that are likely to be impacted (i.e. reduction in 

habitat extent). Further impacts to this habitat will contribute to national losses reported 

previously (e.g. in the SMA) and predicted in the future (e.g. due to climate change; Smith et 

al., 2006, Gormley et al., 2015). 
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Marine Renewables and Ecology Team 
Marine Directorate – Science, Evidence, Data and Digital 


	000011344 - MCA Response
	000011345 - MCA Response
	DIO_MOD Response
	Fife Council Response
	HES Response
	NATS Response
	NECRIFG Response
	NLB Response
	RYA Response
	SEPA Response
	SFF Response
	TS Response
	Blank Page
	Blank Page
	Blank Page
	Blank Page
	Blank Page
	Blank Page
	Blank Page
	Blank Page
	Blank Page
	Blank Page
	Blank Page
	Blank Page
	Blank Page
	Blank Page



