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Glossary
Term Definition  

Array Area The area in which the generation infrastructure (including Wind Turbine 
Generators and associated foundations and inter-array cables), Offshore 
Electrical Platform(s), and an interconnector cable will be located. 

Developer Muir Mhòr Offshore Wind Farm Limited 

E2 The ScotWind Plan Option Area within the proposed development is located

Floating 
Foundations 

The floating structures on which the Wind Turbine Generators are installed.  

Foundation 
anchors 

The structures which anchor the Floating Foundations to the seabed, 
connected to the foundation mooring. 

Foundation 
mooring 

The mooring structures which connect the Floating Foundations to the 
anchors. 

Inter-array cables Cables which link the wind turbines generators to each other and the Offshore 
Electrical Platform(s). 

Interconnector 
cable 

Cable which links the Offshore Electrical Platform(s) to one another, allowing 
for power to be transferred between the platforms. 

Landfall The area between Mean High Water Springs (MHWS) and Mean Low Water 
Springs (MLWS) where the offshore export cables are brought onshore. 

Local Newspaper A newspaper which is likely to come to the attention of those persons who are 
likely to be affected by the licensable marine activity for which a marine licence 
is to be sought.  

Offshore 
Electrical Platform 
(OEP) 

Offshore platform consisting of High Voltage Alternating Current (HVAC) 
equipment, details depending on the final electrical set up of the Project.

Offshore Export 
Cable Corridor 
(ECC) 

The area within which the offshore export cables will be installed. 

Offshore export 
cables 

The subsea electricity cable circuits running from the Offshore Electrical 
Platform(s) to the landfall which will transmit the electricity generated by the 
offshore wind farm to the onshore export cables for transmission onwards to 
the onshore substation and the national electrical transmission system along 
with auxiliary cables such as fibre optic cables. 

Offshore 
transmission 
infrastructure 

The proposed transmission infrastructure comprising: Offshore Electrical 
Platform(s) and associated foundations and substructures; the offshore export 
cables; and the landfall area up to Mean High Water Springs (MHWS). 

Pre-Application 
Consultation 
(PAC) Report 

A report which must be prepared by virtue of Section 24 of the Marine 
(Scotland) Act 2010 and in a form prescribed by the Marine Licensing (Pre-
Application Consultation) (Scotland) Regulations 2013.  

Project Muir Mhòr Offshore Wind Farm  comprises the wind farm and all associated 
offshore and onshore components. 

Proposed 
Development 

The offshore Muir Mhòr Offshore Wind Farm project elements to which this 
Offshore EIA Report relates. 

Wind Turbine 
Generator (WTG) 

The wind turbines that generate electricity consisting of tubular towers and 
blades attached to a nacelle housing mechanical and electrical generating 
equipment. 

 



 

Acronyms
Term Definition  

AREG Aberdeen Renewable Energy Group 

BTO British Trust for Ornithology  

CAA Civil Aviation Authority  

CCC Committee on Climate Change  

CoS Chamber of Shipping 

CRRU Cetacean Research and Rescue Unit 

ECC Export Cable Corridor 

EIA Environmental Impact Assessment 

EIAR Environmental Impact Assessment Report 

EMF Electromagnetic Field 

EEZ Exclusive Economic Zone 

FMS Fisheries Management Scotland  

GDPR General Data Protection Regulation 

GVA Gross Value Added 

GW Gigawatt 

HDD Horizontal Directional Drilling 

HES Historic Environment Scotland 

HIE Highland and Island Enterprise 

HSE Health and Safety Executive  

JNCC Joint Nature Conservation Committee 

JV Joint Venture 

MCAA Marine and Coastal Access Act 

MCA Maritime Coastguard Agency 

MCS Marine Conservation Society 

MHWS Mean High Water Springs 

MLWS Mean Low Water Springs  

MD-LOT Marine Directorate - Licensing Operations Team 

MW Megawatt 

NATS National Air Traffic Service 

NLB Northern Lighthouse Board 

nm Nautical Mile  

OEP Offshore Electrical Platform 

OEUK Offshore Energy UK 

ONE Opportunity North East 

O&M Operation and Maintenance 

OWF Offshore Wind Farm 

PAC Pre-Application Consultation 

PCE Public Consultation Event  

PO Plan Option 



 

Term Definition  

RSPB Royal Society for the Protection of Birds 

SAMS Scottish Association for Marine Science

SCDI Scottish Council for Development and Industry 

SCE Supply Chain Event 

SDI Scottish Development International 

SDS Skills Development Scotland  

SEPA Scottish Environmental Protection Agency 

SNH Scottish Natural Heritage (now NatureScot) 

SOWEC Scottish Offshore Wind Energy Council 

SWT Scottish Wildlife Trust 

UHI University of the Highlands and Islands 

UK United Kingdom 

VR Virtual Reality 

WDCS Whale and Dolphin Conservation Society 

WTG Wind Turbine Generator 
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
1.1.1. Muir Mhòr Offshore Wind Farm Limited (hereafter referred to as 

up of both offshore and onshore components. The subject of this Pre-Application Consultation 
(PAC) Report is the offshore infrastructure of the Project seaward of Mean High-Water 
Springs (MHWS),  

1.1.2. The Muir Mhòr Array Area covers an area of approximately 200 km2 and is located 
approximately 63 km east of Peterhead on the east coast of Scotland. The offshore 
infrastructure of the Proposed Development includes Wind Turbine Generators (WTGs) and 
associated floating foundations, the Offshore Electrical Platform(s) (OEP)s)) and associated 
foundations, the inter-array cables, an interconnector cable, offshore export cables and 
landfall.  

1.1.3. This PAC report accompanies the offshore consent application, including the offshore 
Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR) and associated documents submitted to 
Scottish Ministers in accordance with the requirements for a Section 36 consent under the 
Electricity Act 1989, and Marine Licences under the Marine and Coastal Access Act (MCAA) 
2009 and the Marine (Scotland) Act 2010 for generation and transmission assets of the 
Proposed Development, located beyond the 12 nm limit within the United Kingdom (UK) 
Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ), and within the 12 nm limit, respectively.  

1.1.4. This PAC Report summarises the stakeholder engagement and consultation work carried out 
by the Developer to date in support of this offshore consent application. Pre-application 
consultation for the Proposed Development has been undertaken across three key rounds.

1.1.5. The first informal round of consultation was conducted in November 2023, shortly after the 
completion of the Scoping process. Local public events were held in Peterhead and Longside. 
They introduced both the onshore and offshore elements of the Project to the local community 
and allowed the Developer to obtain early feedback on the proposals and the engagement 
approach. In parallel with the local events, the Developer launched a virtual exhibition and 
provided email addresses for open feedback to the Project. 

1.1.6. On the 26th and 27th of March 2024, the second round of offshore consultation constituted the 
first -Application Consultation) (Scotland) 
Regulations 2013. This round involved the Developer hosting public events in Peterhead and 
Longside. The event presented information on the location, capacity and number of turbines, 
and development area.  

1.1.7. Updated information on the offshore export cable corridor route was presented, along with a 
summary of the EIA process and work to date. 3D visualisations of what the Proposed 
Development might look like were provided to attendees. This round allowed the Developer 
to better understand key local concerns and helped shape the next consultation event in 
September 2024. A virtual exhibition event ran in tandem to the in-person event. 

1.1.8. On the 25th of September 2024, the third round of consultation constituted the second 
PAC event under the Marine Licensing (Pre-Application Consultation) (Scotland) Regulations 
2013. This round involved a single public event in Peterhead. Conclusions from the EIA 
process on key offshore issues and potential mitigation were presented. A virtual exhibition 
event was run alongside the in-person event. 

1.1.9. Following each round of consultation, all feedback received was reviewed to ensure that key 
points of interest and concern were addressed. Views raised during each consultation round 
have been fully considered as the Proposed Development has progressed, with issues being 
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resolved wherever possible. The Developer has worked to respond directly and quickly to 
feedback from consultees where appropriate. 

1.1.10. In addition to the community consultation outlined above, the Developer has maintained 
regular dialogue with statutory and non-statutory consultees throughout the 
development to ensure a robust and well informed EIAR.  
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1. INTRODUCTION 

1.1. OVERVIEW 
1.1.1.

up of both offshore and onshore components. The subject of this Pre-Application Consultation 
(PAC) Report is the offshore infrastructure of the Project seaward of Mean High-Water 
Springs (MHWS),

1.1.2. The Array Area for the Proposed Development covers an area of approximately 200 km2 and 
is located approximately 63 km east of Peterhead on the east coast of Scotland. The offshore 
infrastructure of the Proposed Development includes Wind Turbine Generators (WTGs) and 
associated floating foundations, the Offshore Electrical Platform(s) (OEP) and associated 
foundations, the inter-array cables, an interconnector cable, offshore export cables and 
landfall.

1.2. THE DEVELOPER 
1.2.1. The Developer is an equal Joint Venture (JV) between Fred. Olsen Seawind Limited and 

Vattenfall Wind Power Limited. The Developer brings together a unique combination of 
financial, technical and project development capability, a commitment to delivery, and a clear 
vision for the Proposed Development.

1.2.2.

1.2.3.

1.2.4.

Fred. Olsen Seawind Limited is an established offshore wind developer building on Fred.

has extensive experience in Scotland gained through over 25 years of development,
construction, and operation of onshore wind in the region. Fred. Olsen Seawind is active in
Ireland, Norway and Scotland and is exploring opportunities in new markets.

Other entities include Fred. Olsen Wind Carrier, who are responsible for the installation of

and commercialise renewable energy innovations.

and heat. Vattenfall Wind Power Limited has been working in the UK for more than ten years,
developing fossil fuel-free energy projects. Vattenfall Wind Power Limited have grown their
wind business from one project in 2008 to 11 in 2023. Vattenfall Wind Power Limited currently
operates more than 1 Gigawatt (GW) of wind energy capacity in the UK. In Scotland, their
operational wind farms comprise a total generating capacity of approximately 400 Megawatts
(MW), powering over 130,000 homes. This includes the 96.8 MW European Offshore
Wind Deployment Centre in Aberdeen Bay, offering the domestic supply chain the chance
to test and demonstrate the latest innovations in a real-world environment. Vattenfall Wind
Power Limited is also constructing South Kyle, a 240 MW onshore wind project in
south-west Scotland.
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1.3. PURPOSE OF PAC REPORT 
1.3.1. The purpose of this PAC Report is to provide an overview of the public consultation and 

stakeholder engagement activities undertaken by the Developer in relation to the Proposed 
Development. It includes a brief outline of the legislative context, a description of the approach 
employed, and a summary of feedback received from stakeholders. Copies of materials used 
during the consultation are also included as Annexes. The PAC Report concludes with an 
explanation of s responses to how the feedback on key issues has been 
considered in the application. 

1.3.2. This report has been prepared by GoBe Consultants Limited, on behalf of the Developer.

2. LEGISLATION AND REGULATORY FRAMEWORK 

2.1. OUR COMMITMENT TO ENGAGEMENT 
2.1.1. Public consultation and stakeholder engagement are important aspects of the Scottish 

planning and marine consenting system. Legislation and Scottish Government guidance aim 
to ensure that statutory and non-statutory consultees have the opportunity to have their views 
considered throughout the development process. This section outlines this regulatory 
framework, with brief reference to the wider consenting procedures and industry practice for 
engagement.  

2.1.2. The Developer is fully committed to fulfilling the requirements of this legislation and guidance 
in relation to community and wider stakeholder engagement, and aims to deliver inclusive, 
meaningful engagement with consultees throughout all stages of the Proposed Development. 
The Developer is keen to engage with a wide range of stakeholders, with a view to addressing 
adverse effects the proposal may have on the environment and local communities by 
proactively responding to their needs, interests and concerns.  

2.1.3. As such, the Developer began the engagement process at an early stage of the Proposed 
Development and will continue engaging throughout all phases of the Project should consent 
be granted. 

2.2. LICENCES AND CONSENTS 
2.2.1. The Proposed Development Array Area is located wholly in the United Kingdom (UK) 

Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ), and the offshore Export Cable Corridor (ECC) is located 
within the EEZ and then into Scottish Territorial Waters to landfall.  

2.2.2. The Developer intends to apply for the relevant consents and permissions required to enable 
construction, Operation and Maintenance (O&M) and decommissioning of the Proposed 
Development. The consents, licences and permissions to be sought by the Developer for the 
Proposed Development include: 

 A Section 36 consent under the Electricity Act 1989; 

 A Marine Licence under the Marine and Coastal Access Act (MCAA) 2009 for the 
generating assets of the proposed development which are located beyond 12 nm limit 
within the EEZ; and 

 A Marine Licence under the Marine (Scotland) Act 2010 for the offshore transmission 
infrastructure, which is within 12 nm of the coast, and under the MCAA for the offshore 
transmission infrastructure located beyond the 12 nm limit within the EEZ.  
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2.2.3. Volume 1, Chapter 2 (Legislation and Policy Context) describes the overarching policy and 
legislative background to the Proposed Development, including required consents and 
licences.  

2.2.4. The Developer will not seek deemed planning permission as part of the Section 36 consent 
application, however a separate application for onshore infrastructure will be made under the 
Town and Country Planning (Scotland) Act 1997. A separate Onshore Environmental Impact 
Assessment Report is being prepared providing a description of the onshore elements of the 
Project landward of MLWS, and an assessment of the associated likely significant effects. 
This will support the onshore consent and licence applications. 

2.3. PRE-APPLICATION CONSULTATION REQUIREMENTS 
2.3.1. The Marine (Scotland) Act 2010 applies to activities within the 12 nm limit, and as such applies 

to the Marine Licence application for the offshore transmission infrastructure for the Proposed 
Development (i.e. within the offshore ECC). Therefore, the Developer was required to carry 
out PAC in accordance with the Marine Licensing (Pre-application Consultation) (Scotland) 
Regulations 2013 for elements of the Proposed Development.  

2.3.2. It should be noted that, despite the PAC process formally applying to the works within 12 nm, 
stakeholders were also invited to comment on all offshore aspects of the Proposed 
Development during the PAC process. In addition, any comments raised on the onshore 
works have been shared with the onshore Developer team. 

2.3.3. Sections 22 to 24 of the Marine (Scotland) Act 2010 requires PAC to be undertaken for 
developments in Scottish territorial waters that are of a certain scale or involve works, in 
accordance with the Marine Licensing (Pre-application Consultation) (Scotland) Regulations 
2013. Regulation 7 of the Marine Licensing (Pre-application Consultation) (Scotland) 
Regulations 2013 requires that at least one PAC event is carried out to allow statutory 
stakeholders and members of the public to provide comments to the prospective developer 
on the proposed licensable marine activity.  

2.3.4. Prospective developers must publish in a local newspaper a notice (PAC Notice) containing 
a description of the activity, details of where further information may be obtained, the date and 
place of the pre-application consultation event and how and when comments should be 
submitted to the prospective developer. 

2.3.5. PAC is not considered to be a direct representation to the Scottish Ministers, but rather 
provides a mechanism for the public to provide feedback that can be addressed in the licence 
application and supporting EIAR. 

2.3.6. Pre-application consultation is not a requirement of the Marine and Coastal Access Act 2009. 

2.3.7. Table 2-1 summarises our compliance with the Marine Licensing (Pre-application 
Consultation) (Scotland) Regulations 2013 and provides links to associated evidence.
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3. THE PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT 

3.1. BACKGROUND TO THE PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT 
3.1.1. In response to the Scottish Government's target of net-zero emissions of all greenhouse 

gases by 2045 and the aim to generate 50% of Scotland's overall energy consumption from 
renewable sources by 2030, the Crown Estate Scotland (CES) launched the ScotWind 
Leasing process in 2021, which released new areas of seabed within Scottish waters for future 
offshore development. The ambition was to offer offshore wind generating capacity within a 
series of Plan Options (PO), identified by the Scottish Government as the most suitable areas 
for development as set out within the Sectoral Marine Plan (SMP) for Offshore Wind Energy. 

3.1.2. As part of the CES ScotWind Leasing process in January 2022, Muir Mhòr Offshore Wind 
Farm Limited (a joint venture (JV) between Fred. Olsen Seawind Limited and Vattenfall Wind 
Power Limited) was identified as the successful bidder and awarded an Option Agreement 
(granting exclusive rights for offshore wind development) for what the Developer has named 
the Muir Mhòr Offshore Wind Farm (OWF), located within the E2 PO area. The Project is 
anticipated to have a capacity of approximately 1 GW, comprising floating offshore wind 
technology.  

3.1.3. The location of the Proposed Development is shown in Figure 3-1. The key components of 
the Proposed Development include: 

 Up to 67 offshore WTGs and associated infrastructure (nacelle and blades) on floating 
foundations, with associated mooring and anchorages; 

 Up to two OEP(s) on fixed foundations; 

 Scour protection for WTG anchors and OEP foundations; 

 Inter-array cables connecting the individual WTGs together and to an OEP; 

 An interconnector cable linking the OEP(s) to one another; 

 Offshore export cables running from the OEP(s) to the landfall area up to MHWS. 

 Cable protection on unburied or shallow sections of cables and at cable crossings as 
and when required. 

3.1.4. Further details of the Proposed Development are provided in Volume 1, Chapter 3 (Project 
Description). 
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3.2. THE NEED FOR THE PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT
3.2.1. The need for the Proposed Development can be broken down into several key areas informed 

by Scottish policy and guidance: 

 Climate change, net zero and decarbonisation: demonstrating the importance of the 
various legally-binding climate change and net zero targets; 

 Security of supply: assessing the importance of reducing our dependency on imported 
energy; and 

 Affordability of supply: ensuring that consumers can receive energy at as low of a cost 
as possible. 

3.2.2. Offshore wind is a critical and essential part of future renewable energy generation throughout 
the UK and Scotland. The need for electrification to achieve decarbonisation will only grow to 

owth is clear. Offshore wind 
is a proven low-carbon generation asset that can be deployed at scale and is anticipated to 
become a significant source of decarbonisation throughout Scotland and the UK.

3.2.3. T

Scottish decarbonisation targets potentially be more challenging or fail to be met, but Scotland 
would struggle to deliver the outputs as per the SMP for Offshore Wind Energy (Scottish 
Government, 2020a), Scottish Energy Strategy (Scottish Government, 2017), UK Net Zero 
Strategy (DESNZ, 2022) and UK Offshore Wind Sector Deal (BEIS, 2020b), as well as the 
targets set by the Climate Change (Scotland) Act 2009, Climate Change (Emissions 
Reduction Targets) (Scotland) Act 2019, and the (UK) Climate Change Act 2008 (as 
amended). 

4. PRE-APPLICATION CONSULTATION 

4.1. CONSULTATION STRATEGY 
4.1.1. Stakeholder engagement and consultation is a key aspect of successful consenting of an 

OWF development. Without it, progressing with an optimal project design, addressing 
significant environmental effects, achieving UK and Scottish renewable energy targets and 
provision of clean energy would not be possible. During consultation, it is equally important to 
listen to a wide range of opinions, including statutory and non-statutory bodies, interested 
parties and the wider public. The key aim is to consider the wide range of aspects, and people 
potentially affected by the Proposed Development.  

4.1.2. The Developer is committed to working in an open and cooperative manner with all relevant 
organisations, individuals and communities (collectively referred to as stakeholders) who have 
an interest in the Proposed Development, whether because of their statutory duties, individual 
property, activities / interests or location. This reflects need to meet statutory 
consultation requirements, as well as the desire to act as a responsible developer.  

4.1.3. The views, concerns and guidance raised during consultation for the Proposed Development 
have been reviewed, considered, addressed and/or adopted as required. The primary 
objective of this process is to avoid, reduce or minimise any potentially significant negative 
effects that might arise from the Proposed Development, and promote positive outcomes. The 
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end goal being a sensitive Project design included within the consent applications being 
made. 

4.1.4. To facilitate this process, a dedicated Stakeholder Engagement Manager (SEM) has 
promoted and managed consultation with local and regional community stakeholders 
throughout the development of the EIAR. The SEM has worked with local councils, community 
groups, schools and businesses, talking with them in person, or through remote meetings and 
written correspondence. The SEM has made themselves freely available to members of the 
public to discuss, acknowledge feedback and respond to enquiries.  

4.1.5. engagement strategy was based on the premise of consulting on proposals 
at key stages of the development process, ensuring that stakeholders were given multiple 
chances to raise their views on the proposals before the final design stage. This facilitated 
meaningful and informed feedback which has genuinely influenced the Proposed 
Development . 

4.1.6. To best achieve aims, the engagement strategy was planned to consult as 
many people as possible, focusing on incorporating views from a diverse range of groups. 
The Developer has endeavoured to be as inclusive as possible, supplementing traditional 
stakeholder engagement activities such as public exhibitions in town halls, with dynamic 
outreach events and online methods.  

4.1.7. Rather than only making consultation materials available to participants who attended the 
Public Consultation Events (PCE), the Developer took an iterative approach to sharing this 
information. For example, attending existing community events allowed us to access a much 
broader demographic, including younger people and those in full-time education or 
employment, and minority groups. 

4.1.8. In a similar manner, local residents were informed about the in-person and virtual events and 
the means to provide online feedback through advertisements in local newspapers (see 
Annex 1A and Annex 2A), posters in the Peterhead area (Annex 6A), social media posts 
(Annex 6D), and through directly contacting key community groups. Routes to provide 
feedback via email and feedback forms were actively promoted at the consultation events.

4.1.9. General information about the Proposed Development has also been provided through links 
to the Muir Mhòr website (https://muirmhòr.co.uk/).  

4.2. WHO WAS CONSULTED 

PRE-SCOPING 
4.2.1. To ensure the EIAR Scoping process was targeted on the key issues, and was to follow 

agreed practice and methodologies, a pre-Scoping workshop was held in February 2023, with 
the following key aims: 

 
Development; 

 to 
MD-LOT, see Volume 3, Appendix 5.1 (Offshore Scoping Report), and request a Scoping 
Opinion, see Volume 3, Appendix 5.2 (Offshore Scoping Opinion); 

 
document stakeholder feedback to inform the final site-specific survey plans; 
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Present stakeholders with the approach to scoping and take stakeholder feedback into 
account in the preparation and finalisation of the Offshore Scoping Report; 

 Discuss available data sets to inform the baseline environment and the approach to 
assessment that would be presented in the Offshore Scoping Report; and 

 Respond to any questions that stakeholders have regarding the Scoping exercise, the 
Proposed Development, or its associated offshore activities. 

4.2.2. Attendees to the workshop 
from MD-LOT, Marine Directorate - Science, Evidence, Digital and Data (MD-SEDD) 
(previously Marine Scotland Science (MSS)) and NatureScot. 

4.2.3. Other pre-Scoping workshops included: 

 Historic Environment Scotland (HES) (28th of March 2023); 

 Civil Aviation Authority (CAA) (19th of April 2023); 

 National Air Traffic Services (NATS) (20th of April 2023); 

 Scottish Fishermen Federation (SFF) and Scottish White Fish Producer Association 
(SWFPA) (4th of May 2023); 

 Chamber of Shipping (CoS) (19th of May 2023); and 

 Royal Society of the Protection of Birds (RSPB) (7th of June 2023). 

PRE-APPLICATION CONSULTATION 
4.2.4. During the one informal and two formal rounds of PAC events, the Developer invited 

responses from a range of stakeholders, including the local community, landowners, statutory 
and non-statutory bodies, and environmental bodies. They were invited to both in-person and 
virtual exhibition events via advertisements and articles in local newspapers, social media 
posts, emails, and newsletters. 

4.2.5. A full list of the people, groups and organisations the Developer invited to these events is 
provided in Annex 4. A copy of the invites sent to them are provided in Annex 3.

4.2.6. The Developer informed consultees how they could give their views via email, over the phone, 
or through an online feedback form, or by post (e.g. as a paper form). 

4.2.7. A wide range of consultees were invited to provide invited consultation responses. These 
included but were not limited to the following: 

 Scottish Environment Protection Agency (SEPA); 

 CoS;  

 Cruising Association;  

 CAA; 

 Community councils; 

 Elected representatives (Ministers, Members of Scottish Parliament (MSP), Members of 
Parliament (MP) and councillors); 

 Fisheries Management Scotland (FMS); 

 HES; 
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Local interest organisations and groups;

MD-LOT;

 MD-SEDD 

 Members of the public;  

 Maritime and Coastguard Agency;  

 Ministry of Defence;  

 NATS  

 NatureScot;  

 Neighbouring local authorities; 

 Northern Lighthouse Board;  

 Port Authorities; 

 RSPB Scotland; 

 Residents and businesses within the vicinity of the Proposed Development;  

 Royal National Lifeboat Institution; 

 Royal Yachting Association Scotland;  

 SFF; and 

 SWFPA. 

4.2.8. A full list of consultees the Developer invited responses from during consultation is provided 
in Annex 4. 

4.3. ONGOING COMMUNITY AND STAKEHOLDER 
ENGAGEMENT 

4.3.1. the Developer has engaged with statutory and non-statutory consultees from an early stage 
in the Proposed Development. The Developer has continued to consult with these 
stakeholders through a wide variety of traditional and innovative activities, including virtual 
exhibitions, village hall events, presentations at conferences and supply chain seminars.  

4.3.2. The Developer is committed to engaging with stakeholders across the education sector, to 
help develop the young workforce across the Highlands and Islands. To this end, the 
Developer has worked closely with the University of Highlands and Islands (UHI) to create an 
industry-backed scholarship bursary aimed at nurturing engineering talent and helping the 
next generation of renewable leaders into the clean energy industry.  

4.3.3. 
high-achieving and talented engineering students in the Highlands and Islands helping to 
build pathways for students from their academic studies into future work opportunities. The 
fund, worth £10,000 per academic year, is now in its second year, with Fred. Olsen Seawind 
and Vattenfall supporting the next generation of engineering talent. 

4.3.4. The Developer has participated in several Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths 
(STEM) outreach events such as the Girls In Energy course Mintlaw Academy. The initiative 
is designed to encourage young women to engage with the STEM subjects. The end goal is 
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to inspire them to consider a career in the global energy sector as it transitions towards net 
zero.  

4.3.5. Engaging with the local supply chain is also a key aspect of maximising the long-term 
economic and social benefits the Proposed Development will bring. The Developer has 
organised and participated in various supply chain events and workshops, including numerous 
local supply chain meet and greet events: 

 25th September 2024 - Muir Mhòr Offshore Wind Farm Supply Chain Event (SCE)
(running alongside Offshore PAC event); 

 11th September 2024  Muir Mhòr Offshore Wind Farm SCE (running alongside 
Onshore PAC event); 

 July 2024  NOF SCE at Scotland Supply Chain Conference; and 

 May 2024  Supply Chain and Logistics Conference.  

4.4. CONSULTATION PERIODS 
4.4.1. At the outset of the Proposed Development, the Developer built on the recommendations of 

periods. The guidance stated that developers should allow at least six-months for a written 
consultation.  

4.4.2. The Developer first formally consulted on the Project proposals at the pre-scoping workshop 
held in February 2023 (Section 4.2). 

4.4.3. The first informal PAC events were held on the 15th and 16th November 2023. The associated 
virtual exhibition ran from the 15th of November 2023 until 8th January 2024.

4.4.4. The second round of consultation events (first formal PAC consultation) were held on the 26th 
and 27th of March 2024 . The associated virtual exhibition ran from the 26th of March 2024 
until the 28th of April 2024. 

4.4.5. The third consultation event (second formal PAC consultation) was held on the 25th of 
September 2024. The associated virtual exhibition ran from the 25th of September 2024 until 
the 23rd of October 2024. 

4.5. PROVISION AND AVAILABILITY OF INFORMATION

SCOPING REPORT 
4.5.1. Before the first informal PAC event (November 2023), the Developer published the Offshore 

Scoping Report, see Volume 3, Appendix 5.1 (Offshore Scoping Report). The purpose of this 
document was to: 

 Support a request for a formal Scoping Opinion from Scottish Ministers, anticipating 
;  

 Explain the background to the Proposed Development, including the consenting 
process; 

 Provide stakeholders with information on the proposals, enabling engagement on the 
key topics addressed in the Scoping Report;  
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Detail the baseline data sources and assessment methodologies that informed the 
reports; 

 Outline the approach to scoping and methodology used to appraise potential options; 
and 

 Clarify the next steps for the proposals. 

PROJECT WEBSITE 
4.5.2. A project website (https://muirmhòr.co.uk/) and corresponding mailbox 

(feedback@muirmhòr.co.uk.) has been set up so stakeholders and other members of the 
community can access information and reports relating to the Project, as well as contact 
information for feedback throughout the whole process. 

PRESS RELEASES AND NEWSLETTERS 
4.5.3. Press releases and newsletters have kept stakeholders updated on the Project. A total of 13 

press releases are available on the website (https://muirmhòr.co.uk/news/) and three 
newsletters/ leaflets (https://muirmhòr.co.uk/document-library/), see Annex 6D. 

LOCAL NEWSPAPERS 
4.5.4. In compliance with the Marine Licensing (Pre-Application Consultation) Scotland Regulations 

2013, adverts were placed in local newspapers formally notifying the public of the two formal 
PAC events in March 2024 and September 2024 (Annex 1A and Annex 2A). 

SOCIAL MEDIA  
4.5.5. Events were promoted through non-paid posts on the  Facebook page (Annex 

6C) , as well as a sponsored (paid) LinkedIn campaign.  

EMAIL CAMPAIGN 
4.5.6. The Developer also sent emails to multiple organisations, affected stakeholders, councillors, 

Community Councils, MSPs and MPs about the events. The Developer also invited local 
community members who had signed up to the  mailing list (Annex 3 and Annex 4).

4.6. MECHANISMS FOR RAISING AWARENESS OF THE 
PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT, ASKING QUESTIONS, 
AND PROVIDING FEEDBACK 

4.6.1. The Developer hosts a specific website as a platform for raising awareness of the Proposed 
Development and for sharing of information and contact details (https://muirmhòr.co.uk/).  The 
website is actively maintained to provide updates on the Proposed Development, lead team 
members, community consultation events, virtual exhibition rooms, and supply chain 
information. 

4.6.2. Email addresses for general inquiries (info@muirmhòr.co.uk), supply chain registration 
(supplychain@muirmhòr.co.uk), and consents enquiries (consents@muirmhòr.co.uk) are 
provided on the website. 
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4.6.3. The website also includes a publicly accessible document library, currently including 
newsletters, submitted licence application documentation, and notices, 
https://muirmhòr.co.uk/document-library. 

4.6.4. The document library (https://muirmhòr.co.uk/document-library) hosts a digital version of the 
Offshore Scoping Report for the Proposed Development, and will include the EIAR, and the 
Report to Inform Appropriate Assessment (RIAA) (Muir Mhòr Offshore Wind Farm Limited, 
2024) and other relevant public materials in support of the application. 

4.6.5. An extensive opt in/opt out mailing list also exists to further raise awareness of key milestones, 
Project updates and upcoming consultation events. 

4.6.6. In addition to the consultees engaged by MD-LOT to comment on the Offshore Scoping 
Report, a list of over 50 organisations were contacted by the Developer for comment on the 
Scoping Report. This included statutory and environmental bodies, community councils, local 
authorities, businesses and academic organisations. 

4.7. PROCESSING RESPONSES AND CORRESPONDENCE
4.7.1. All consultation responses were logged and recorded by the Developer. When given by 

respondents, contact details were recorded and added to the communication database so 
they could receive updates via email (if respondents agreed to receive regular updates). The 
Developer individually assessed all feedback and correspondence, and, where requested, 
provided further information to assist the respondent. 

4.8. APPROACH TO ANALYSIS  
4.8.1. The approach was to analyse and report response data in a way that allowed the 

views raised to be easily understood.  

4.8.2. All comments, queries and concerns were considered, allocating them to existing issues or 
identifying them as a new issue. approach enabled the identification of 

 classified by theme. 

4.9. QUALITY ASSURANCE 
4.9.1. At the collation and analysis stage, several quality assurance procedures were carried out. In 

each round of consultation, our SEM oversaw the analysis to ensure a consistent application 
of  
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5. FIRST ROUND OF CONSULTATION (INFORMAL
PAC EVENT) 

5.1. DATE AND LOCATION 
5.1.1. The first informal Public Consultation Event (PCE) for the Proposed Development was carried 

out on the following dates and locations: 

 15th of November 2023, 2-7pm, Peterhead Football Club, Balmoor Terrace, Peterhead, 
AB42 1EQ; and  

 16th of November 2023, 2-7pm, Longside Parish Church Hall, Longside, AB42 4XN.

5.1.2. The objective was to inform the public and stakeholders about the Proposed Development 
and Scoping Report which was made publicly available at the end of September 2023.  

5.1.3. To those that could not attend the in-person event, a virtual PCE was held from the 25th of 
November 2023 for six weeks.  

5.1.4. The Developer undertook a full health and safety assessment on both venues. An accessibility 
review was also carried of both venues, to ensure all those who wished to attend the event 
could readily access and participate. Break-out rooms were provided at the events so those 
with feedback/concerns/opinions could inform relevant Project team members.  

5.2. NOTIFICATIONS AND ADVERTISEMENT
5.2.1. As detailed in Section 4.5, multiple actions were taken by the Developer to raise awareness 

of the event, and to maximise engagement and attendance.  

NEWSPAPERS AND MEDIA 
5.2.2. The informal PCE was advertised in local newspapers, with content aligned to the Marine 

Licensing (Pre-Application Consultation) Scotland Regulations 2013: 

 Press and Journal (2nd of October 2023); and 

 Buchan Observer (3rd of October 2023). 

5.2.3. An additional display advert was also placed in the Buchan Observer and a digital campaign 
in the Buchan Observer readership area on the 31st of October 2023.  

COMMUNITY POSTERS 
5.2.4. Community posters were distributed around the area to advertise the event. 

COMMUNITY COUNCIL NOTICE 
5.2.5. All nine community councils in the area and Aberdeenshire Council were informed and invited 

to the event via email, see example email Annex 3. 

5.2.6. The nine community councils contacted are as followed: 

 Boddam Community Council; 
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Buchan East Community Council;

Longside Community Council;

 Deer Community Council; 

 Mintlaw Community Councill 

 Peterhead Community Council; 

 Cruden Community Council; 

 New Pitsligo Community Council; and 

 Strichen Community Council.  

ADDITIONAL CONSULTEES 
5.2.7. The emailed invite sent to the community council was also sent to the list consultees in the 

stakeholder list in Annex 4. 

5.3. INFORMATION PROVIDED  
5.3.1. A key principle of  approach to the PAC process is to engage with stakeholders 

in a structured, coherent, friendly and informative basis. Various methods at the event were 
employed to provide up to date information on the Proposed Development. 

5.3.2. To facilitate and initiate discussion and feedback at the event, exhibition boards were created 
including the following information relevant to the Proposed Development.

 The ethos, roles, and responsibilities of Project partners Fred Olsen Seawind and 
Vattenfall, the role of Crown Estate Scotland, and the background/timeline/outcome of 
ScotWind Auction; 

 Information on why the Project is being developed, with respect to the renewables targets 
of the Scottish and UK Government. How the Project will significantly contribute to the 
UK target of deploying up to 50 GW off Offshore Wind by 2030 with up to 5 GW coming 
from floating Offshore Wind Projects; 

  infrastructure, its construction and operation, and the optioneering process 
undertaken to date. Information on the indicative development timeline;  

 The location, capacity, number of turbines, the development area water depth, landfall 
location and the expected grid connection location;   

 Description of the EIA Process being applied, and a summary of the assessment work 
undertaken to date to support the EIAR. 

5.4. 3D VISUALISATION 
5.4.1. To help attendees understand the potential design and function of the turbines, Virtual Reality 

(VR) headsets were made available, providing a 3D demonstration of the size, location and 
operation of turbines and the OEP(s) in the Array Area. It was found to be a useful and popular 
tool to engage and inform on the Proposed Development, and positive feedback from 
attendees was received.   
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5.5. ATTENDANCE 
5.5.1. There were 31 attendees to the event on the 15th of November 2023, at Peterhead Football 

Club, and there were 41 attendees at Longside Parish Church Hall on the 16th of November 
2023.  

5.6. FEEDBACK 
5.6.1. To facilitate feedback from attendees, multiple feedback options were provided. Links to digital 

feedback forms were located on the virtual PCE, and QR codes were included on the physical 
exhibition boards linking to the online feedback form. Paper versions of the feedback form 
were also offered to event attendees. 

5.6.2. At this event, 16 people filled out the feedback forms. Comments were focussed on potential 
employment opportunities, development of community facilities, and comments on the 
onshore elements of the Project. All feedback was noted, and action taken, see Section 8. 

5.6.3. A delegation of fishermen from the local area visited this event and were assisted by the 
Developer team and specialist Fisheries Liaison Officers from Brown and May Marine Ltd. 
The issues raised by the delegation included: 

 The volume of the cables on the seabed that would be passing through inshore fishing 
grounds; 

 Potential cumulative effects of electromagnetic fields from the cables; 

 Compensation for disruptions; 

 Need for consultation/discussion on all works to be undertaken offshore; and  

 Ongoing fisheries liaison.  

5.6.4. Councillor Dianne Beagrie is an independent councillor for Peterhead North and Rattray. 
Councillor Beagrie provided a written submission highlighting fishing related issues and was 
directed to Brown and May Marine Ltd who assisted on the matter.  

5.6.5. Agreement was made between the Developer and the fisheries delegation for follow up 
discussions on the issues raised. 
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6. SECOND ROUND OF CONSULTATION (FIRST 
FORMAL PAC EVENT) 

6.1. DATE AND LOCATION 
6.1.1. The second round of consultation for the Proposed Development (first formal PAC event) was 

carried out on the following dates and locations: 

 26th of March 2024: Peterhead Football Club, Balmoor Terrace, Peterhead, AB42 1EQ; 
and 

 27th of March 2024: Longside Parish Church Hall, 4-13 Inn Brae, Longside, AB42 4XN.

6.1.2. The objective was to provide an update on the Proposed Development and progress of the 
EIAR since the first PCE in November 2023.  This included refinement of the offshore ECC. 

6.1.3. To those that could not attend the in-person event, a second virtual PCE, displaying 
information updated from the November PCE was held from the 26th of March until the 17th of 
May 2024.  

6.1.4. The Developer undertook a full health and safety assessment on both venues. An accessibility 
review was also carried of both venues, to ensure all those who wished to attend the event 
could readily access and participate. Break-out rooms were provided at the events so those 
with feedback/concerns/opinions could inform relevant Project team members.  

6.2. NOTIFICATIONS AND ADVERTISEMENT
6.2.1. As detailed in Section 4.5, multiple actions were taken by the Developer to raise awareness 

of the event, and to maximise engagement and attendance.  

6.2.2. In compliance with the Marine Licensing (Pre-Application Consultation) Scotland Regulations 
2013, notifications that an application for a marine licence would be submitted by the 
Developer were sent to required parties on January 30th, 2024 (Annex 1B to 1E). 

NEWSPAPERS AND MEDIA 
6.2.3. This event was advertised in local newspapers more than six weeks before it took place, with 

information in the adverts as required by the Marine Licensing (Pre-Application Consultation) 
Scotland Regulations 2013. Adverts were placed in the following papers: 

 Press and Journal (6th of February 2024) (Annex 1A); and 

 Buchan Observer (13th of February 2024) (Annex 1A). 

COMMUNITY POSTERS 
6.2.4. Community posters were distributed around the area to advertise this event, see Annex 6A. 
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COMMUNITY COUNCIL NOTICE 
6.2.5. All nine community councils in the area and Aberdeenshire Council were informed and invited 

to the event via email, see example email Annex 3. 

6.2.6. The nine community councils contacted were: 

 Boddam Community Council; 

 Buchan East Community Council; 

 Longside Community Council; 

 Deer Community Council; 

 Mintlaw Community Councill 

 Peterhead Community Council; 

 Cruden Community Council; 

 New Pitsligo Community Council; and 

 Strichen Community Council.  

ADDITIONAL CONSULTEES 
6.2.7. Email invites were sent to the community council consultees in the stakeholder list in Annex 

4. 

6.3. INFORMATION PROVIDED 
6.3.1. Exhibition boards were used to provide updated information on progress of the Proposed 

Development since the informal PCE in November 2023 (Annex 6B). The aim again to 
facilitate and maintain discussion and feedback at the event. Updates on the Proposed 
Development since the November 2023 event included refinement of the ECC to show landfall 
to the north of Peterhead, and progress and initial findings from the offshore EIA. 

6.4. 3D VISUALISATION 
6.4.1. Due to its success at the first PCE in November 2023, VR headsets were again made 

available, to provide a 3D demonstration of the size, location and operation of turbines in the 
Array Area.  

6.5. ATTENDANCE 
6.5.1. The PAC event at Peterhead on the 26th of March 2024 was attended by 31 people and 62 

people attended the event in Longside on the 27th of March 2024.  

6.6. FEEDBACK  
6.6.1. To facilitate feedback from attendees, multiple feedback options were provided. Links to digital 

feedback forms were located on the virtual PCE, and QR codes were included on the physical 
exhibition boards linking to the online feedback form. Paper versions of the feedback form 
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were also offered to event attendees.  Examples of the Feedback forms made available are 
provided in Annex 1F. 

6.6.2. Feedback on the Proposed Development from this 1st PAC event was focussed on the 
following: 

 Fisheries related queries and concerns; 

 Cable burial; 

 The landfall location; 

 Salmon migratory issues; and 

 Sea trout at the River Ugie. 

6.6.3. There was general positive feedback about the overall running of the event, the friendliness 
and helpful nature of staff, and how the public felt engaged with the Project.  

6.6.4. The Developer was supported in consultation with fisheries representatives and local fishing 
personnel by Brown and May Marine Ltd. The PAC event followed on from a catchup 
discussion between the Project team, the EIA team and fisheries representatives on the 7th of 
March 2024.   

6.6.5. A further meeting was held on the 31st of May 2024 at the offices of the Scottish Fishermen's 
Federation (SFF). Attendees included the Project team, the EIA team, the SFF, and the 
Scottish White Fish Producers Association (SWFPA). The objective was for the Developer, 
the SFF and SWFPA to share baseline and updated survey information, discuss the impact 
assessment, process, and potential effects and mitigation. 

6.7. STATEMENT OF COMPLIANCE 
6.7.1. This round of consultation followed the submission on 30th of January 2024 of notifications 

that an application for a Marine Licence would be submitted by the Developer. PAC Notices 
were published in The Press and Journal on the 6th of February 2024 and The Buchan 
Observer on the 13th of February 2024 for the first formal PAC events. These actions fulfilled 
the requirement that the Developer undertake pre-application consultation in respect of the 
Proposed Development, per the Marine (Scotland) Act 2010 and the Marine Licensing (Pre-
Application Consultation) Scotland Regulations 2013.  

6.7.2. A full Statement of Compliance can be found in Section 2.3 of this PAC Report. 
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7. THIRD ROUND OF CONSULTATION (SECOND
FORMAL PAC EVENT) 

7.1. DATE AND LOCATION 
7.1.1. The third round of consultation for the Proposed Development (second formal PAC event) 

was carried out on the following date and location: 

 25th of September 2024: Peterhead Football Club, Balmoor Terrace, Peterhead, AB42 
1EQ. 

7.1.2. The objective was to provide further update on the Proposed Development and progress of 
the EIAR since the 1st formal PAC event in March 2024.   

7.1.3. To those that could not attend the in-person event, a third virtual PCE was available to access 
from the 25th of September until the application for consent has been submitted in November 
2024.   

7.1.4. The Developer undertook a full health and safety assessment on the venue. An accessibility 
review was also carried out to ensure all those who wished to attend the event could readily 
access and participate. Break-out rooms were provided at the event so those with 
feedback/concerns/opinions could inform relevant Project team members. 

7.2. NOTIFICATIONS AND ADVERTISEMENT
7.2.1. As detailed in Section 4.5, multiple actions were taken by the Developer to raise awareness 

of the event, and to maximise engagement and attendance.  

7.2.2. In compliance with the Marine Licensing (Pre-Application Consultation) Scotland Regulations 
2013, notifications that an application for a marine licence would be submitted by the 
Developer were sent to required parties on 13th of August 2024 (Annex 2B to 2E). 

NEWSPAPERS AND MEDIA 
7.2.3. This event was advertised in local newspapers greater than six weeks before it took place, 

with information in the adverts as required by the Marine Licensing (Pre-Application 
Consultation) Scotland Regulations 2013. Adverts were placed in the following papers: 

 Press and Journal (13th of August 2024) (Annex 2A); and 

 The Buchanie (13th of August 2024) (Annex 2A). 

COMMUNITY COUNCIL NOTICE 
7.2.4. All nine community councils in the area and Aberdeenshire Council were informed and invited 

to the event via email, see Annex 3. 

7.2.5. The nine community councils contacted were: 

 Boddam Community Council; 

 Buchan East Community Council; 

 Longside Community Council; 



Page | 26 

 Deer Community Council; 

 Mintlaw Community Councill 

 Peterhead Community Council; 

 Cruden Community Council; 

 New Pitsligo Community Council; and 

 Strichen Community Council.  

ADDITIONAL CONSULTEES 
7.2.6. The emailed invite sent to the community councils was also sent to the consultees in the 

stakeholder list in Annex 4 

7.3. INFORMATION PROVIDED 
7.3.1. As per the first PAC event in March 2024, exhibition boards were used to provide updated 

information on progress of the Proposed Development. The aim was again to facilitate and 
maintain discussion and feedback at the event, see Annex 6B. Updates on the Proposed 
Development since the March 2024 event included further findings from the offshore EIA 
process, potential key effects identified and summary of proposed mitigation. 

7.3.2. In addition, a booklet was made available to all attendees to take away, including similar 
information as presented on the exhibition boards, along with direction on how to provide 
feedback and engage with the Project team (Annex 6C). 

7.4. 3D VISUALISATION 
7.4.1. Due to its success at the first event in March 2024, VR headsets were again made available, 

to provide a 3D demonstration of the size, location and operation of turbines in the Array Area. 

7.5. ATTENDANCE 
7.5.1. 31 people attended the PAC event at Peterhead on the 25th of September 2024.  

7.6. FEEDBACK  
7.6.1. To facilitate feedback from attendees, multiple options were provided. Links to digital feedback 

forms were located on the virtual PCE, and QR codes were included on the physical exhibition 
boards linking to the online feedback form. Paper versions of the feedback form were also 
offered to event attendees. Examples of the Feedback forms made available are provided in 
Annex 2F. 

7.6.2. Feedback on the Proposed Development from this event was focussed on the following:

 Fisheries related queries and concerns; 

 Cable burial and nearshore EMF effects; and 

 The landfall location. 
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7.6.3. As with the first PAC event in March 2024, there was general positive feedback about the 
overall running of the event, the usefulness of the 3D visualisation, and how the public felt 
engaged with the Project.  

7.6.4. The Developer was again supported in consultation with fisheries representatives and local 
fishing personnel by Brown and May Marine Ltd.  

7.7. STATEMENT OF COMPLIANCE 
7.7.1. This round of consultation followed the submission on the13th of August 2024 of notifications 

that an application for a Marine Licence would be submitted by the Developer. PAC Notices 
were published in The Press and Journal on the 13th of August 2024 and The Buchanie on 
the 13th of August 2024.  

7.7.2. In addition to the 1st formal PAC event in March 2024, these actions further fulfilled the 
requirement that the Developer undertake pre-application consultation in respect of the 
Proposed Development, per the Marine (Scotland) Act 2010 and the Marine Licensing (Pre-
Application Consultation) Scotland Regulations 2013.  

7.7.3. A full Statement of Compliance can be found in Section 2.3 of this PAC Report. 
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8. HOW THE DEVELOPER TOOK ACCOUNT OF THE 
VIEWS RAISED 

8.1.1. A primary objective of the stakeholder engagement and consultation process is to 
acknowledge the views raised by consultees and use them to inform the progress and design 
of the Proposed Development.  

8.1.2. The s a necessary degree of flexibility to 
accommodate further refinement during detailed design, carried out during the post-consent 
stage. For example, flexibility is required in the choice of foundation options, specific siting of 
infrastructure, and construction methodologies, to ensure that anticipated changes in 
available technology and project economics can be accommodated within the final design. 
The final Proposed Development design will depend on factors including ground conditions, 
wave and tidal conditions, project economics and procurement approach. 

8.1.3. At the time of production of the Scoping Report (June 2023), the Proposed Development had 
retained several options associated with different aspects of the design, including floating 
foundation options, electrical infrastructure and cable landfall installation techniques.  

8.1.4. Since the submission of the Offshore EIA Scoping Report, and following the offshore 
consultation process, several refinements have been made to the design envelope presented 
in the EIAR. These refinements are summarised below with further details presented in 
Volume 1, Chapter 3 (Project Description): 

 Refinement of Offshore ECC; 

 Reduction in the dimensions of all floating foundation options; 

 Selection of High Voltage Alternating Current (HVAC) OEP(s) (and abandonment of 
High Voltage Direct Current (HVDC) option); 

 Removal of gravity base OEP foundation option; 

 Removal of subsea OEP option; 

 Selection of HVAC offshore export cables (and abandonment of HVDC cables);

 Reduction in maximum offshore export cable length from 360 km to 270 km; and

 No Obstacle Zone for fishing mitigation. 

8.1.5. Table 8-1 provides a summary of the key issues raised by PAC event attendees and how the 
Developer took account of these, and where further information can be found. 
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Table 8-1 Key issues raised by PAC event consultees regards the Proposed Development

Issue Raised Our Action Further Information 

Effect on 
commercial 
fisheries from 
reduced access 
to fishing areas 

the Array Area, to reduce the adverse 
effect on commercial fisheries. 
 

See Volume 2, Chapter 13 
(Commercial Fisheries) 

Effect on 
commercial fish 
stocks 

Development of a mitigation plan to limit 
the effect of underwater noise on fish 
ecology.  

See Volume 2, Chapter 10 (Fish 
and Shellfish Ecology) and Volume 
4, Appendix 10 (In Principle Fish 
Mitigation Plan). 

Effect of 
Electromagnetic 
Fields (EMF) 
from subsea 
cables 

The Developer has undertaken an 
assessment of EMF effects on fish and 
shellfish ecology, and marine mammals 
as part of the EIAR.  

See Volume 2, Chapter 10 (Fish 
and Shellfish Ecology), and 
Volume 2, Chapter 12 (Marine 
Mammals).

Effect on 
migratory fish 
species 

The Developer has undertaken an 
assessment of potential impacts to 
diadromous and migratory fish as part of 
the EIAR.  

See Volume 2, Chapter 10 (Fish 
and Shellfish Ecology). 
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9. CONCLUSIONS 
9.1.1. The Developer has carried out one informal and two formal rounds of pre-application 

consultation on the Proposed Development and maintained regular and wide reaching 
stakeholder engagement prior to submitting consent application to the Scottish Government.

9.1.2. The Developer has thoroughly considered the views raised during each round of consultation, 
and has acted to address these issues, and responded to feedback wherever possible.

9.1.3. The Developer has demonstrated how the PAC process has directly and positively influenced 
the Proposed Development. The Developer believes the consultation described in this report 
satisfies the requirements associated with the consent application. 
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ANNEX 1  
Notifications PAC Event 1 March 2024 

A) PAC 1 NEWSPAPER ADVERTS 

 











B) NOTIFICATION TO NLB  
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C) NOTIFICATION TO SEPA 
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D) NOTIFICATION TO MCA 
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E) NOTIFICATION TO NATURESCOT
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F) FEEDBACK FORM FOR PAC1 
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ANNEX 2 
Notifications - PAC Event 2 September 2024

A) PAC 2 NEWSPAPER ADVERTS 
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B) NOTIFICATION TO NLB  
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C) NOTIFICATION TO SEPA 
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D) NOTIFICATION TO MCA
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E) NOTIFICATION TO NATURESCOT
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F) FEEDBACK FORM FOR PAC2 
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ANNEX 3  
Additional Stakeholder Contact
Dear

The Muir Mhòr Project is a floating offshore wind farm located approximately 65 km from the 
Aberdeenshire coast and covers an area of approximately 200 km2. The intended capacity of the wind 
farm is expected to be up to 1GW and will have the equivalent capability of powering over 1 million 
homes per year. The award to develop the site was made by Crown Estate Scotland in January 2022. 
Muir Mhòr is a 50/50 Joint Venture (JV), between Fred Olsen Seawind and Vattenfall combining 
industry leading experience.

I am writing to advise the Muir Project Team will be holding 2 Public Consultation events and to invite 
you and any of your colleagues from who would like to attend.

Also, if there are any students with an interest in the Energy Sector that would like to drop into the 
Event, they would be very welcome.

The Muir Mhòr Project Team will be in attendance to engage and consult on the proposals and future 
development plans.

The Events are planned for:

Tuesday 26th March 2024 at the Peterhead Football Club Venue, Balmoor Terrace, 
Peterhead, AB42 1EQ from 2-7pm

Wednesday 27th March 2024 at Longside Parish church Hall 4-13 Inn Brae, Longside AB42 
4XN from 2-7pm.

These events will be held in person and online.

Our Virtual Exhibition will be available online at https://muirmhòr.co.uk/consultation/ from the 26th of
March 2024.

We hope you are available to attend and look forward to meeting you on the day.

If you require any further information on the Public Consultation Events, please access 
https://muirmhòr.co.uk/consultation/

or have any general enquiries on the Muir Mhòr Project, please contact info@muirmhòr.co.uk

Kind regards
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ANNEX 4  
Stakeholders Invited to PAC Events

Political:

Andrew Bowie MP;
Stephen Flynn MP;
Richard Thomson MP;
David Duguid MP;
Kirsty Blackman MP;
Dave Doogan MP;
Karen Adam MSP;
Gillian Martin MSP;
Kevin Stewart MSP;
Audrey Nicoll MSP;
Alexander Burnett MSP;
Mairi Gougeon MSP;
Liam Kerr MSP;
Maggie Chapman MSP;
Maurice Golden MSP;
Douglas Lumsden MSP;
Michael Marra MSP
Mercedes Villalba MSP;
Tess White MSP;
Edward Mountain MSP;
Fiona Hyslop MSP
Ash Regan MSP
Jackie Dunbar MSP
Monica Lennon MSP;
Mark Ruskell MSP;
Darren Jones MP
Tonia Antoniazzi MP;
Alan Brown MP
Richard Fuller MP
Nusrat Ghani MP
Paul Howell MP
Mark Jenkinson MP 
Andy McDonald MP
Charotte Nicols MP
Mark Pawsey MP 
Alexander Stafford MP

Local Authority (Councillors):

Aberdeen City Council 

Nural Hoque Ali 
Alison Alphonse
Sarah Cross
Jessica Mennie
Desmond Bouse;
Dell Henrickson
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Michael Hutchison;
Sandra Macdonald
Richard Brooks 
Alex Nicoll
Miranda Radley
Lynn Thomson
Ross Grant 
Alexander McLellan
Karin Van Sweeden 
Christian Allard
Lee Fairfull
Michael Kusznir
Simon Watson
Alex Nicoll
Richard Sweetman
Angela Scott
Ian Yuill

Aberdeenshire Council 

James Adams;
Ann Bell;
Dawn Black;
Sarah Dickinson;
Seamus Logan;
Doreen Mair;
Alan Turner;
Andrew Hassan
Paul Johnston
Jenny Nicol
Derek Ritchie 
David Aitchison 
Shirely Burnett
Mel Sullivan
Catherine Victor 
Dianne Beagrie
Alan S Buchan 
Matthew James
Leeann McWhinnie
George Hall
Colin Simpson 
Stephen Smith 
Wendy Agnew 
Mark Findlater
Jim Savege
Alan Wood
Paul Macari 

Governmental Stakeholders:

The Cabinet;
Crown Estates;
Marine Directorate (MD-LOT);
Scottish Government (Marine Policy Team);
Nature Scot;
Joint Nature Conservation Committee (JNCC);
SEPA;
Historic Environment Scotland (HES);
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Northern Lighthouse Board (NLB);
Maritime Coastguard Agency (MCA);
Scottish Offshore Wind Energy Council (SOWEC);
Ministry of Defence (MoD)
OFGEM
Highland and Island Enterprise (HIE)
Committee on Climate Change (CCC)
Health and Safety Executive (HSE)
National Air Traffic Service (NATS)
Civil Aviation Authority (CAA)
Aberdeenshire Council Harbours Authority;
Aberdeen City Council;
Scottish Development International;
National Grid

Environmental Organisations:

Fisheries Management Scotland (FMS);
Atlantic Salmon Trust;
British Trust for Ornithology (BTO);
Centre for Environment Fisheries and Aquaculture Science;
Cetacean Research and Rescue Unit (CRRU)
Inshore Fisheries Group Sea Fisheries;
Keep Scotland Beautiful;
Marine Conservation Society (MCS);
Royal Society for the Protection of Birds (RSPB);
Scottish Wildlife Trust (SWT);
Sea Fish Industry Authority;
Scottish Association for Marine Science (SAMS); and
Whale and Dolphin Conservation Society (WDCS)

Community Councils Peterhead Aberdeenshire

Buchan East;
Peterhead Community Council;
Boddam and District Community Council;
Longside and District Community Council;
Mintlaw and District Community Council;
Deer Community Council;
New Pitsligo Community Council;
Cruden Community Council; and
Strichen and District Community Council;
Slains and Collieston Community Council;
Bellhelvie Community Council;
Foveran Community Council;
Bridge of Don Community Council;
Cove and Altens Community Council;
Newton, Muchalls and Cammachmore Community Council;
Stonehaven and District Community Council; and 
Catterline, Kineff and Dunnottar Community Council. 

Business Groups/Organisations:
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Scottish Council for Development and Industry (SCDI);
Offshore Catapult;
Opportunity North East (ONE);
Aberdeen and Grampian Chamber of Commerce;
Aberdeen Renewable Energy Group (AREG);
Energetica;
HIE;
Nigg Energy Park;
NorthConnect;
Offshore Energies UK (OEUK);
Renewable UK;
Scottish Chamber of Commerce;
Scottish Development International (SDI);
Scottish Enterprise;
Scottish Renewables;
Skills Development Scotland (SDS);
Aberdeen Science Centre;
Invest Aberdeen;
Aberdeen Harbour Board;
Opportunity North East;

Academic Skills and Interest:

Aberdeen University;
North East Scotland College;
Peterhead Academy;
Peterhead Central School;
Buchanhaven Primary School;
Clerkhill Primary School;
Anna Ritchie Primary School;
Dales Park Primary School;
Burnhaven Primary School;
Robert Gordon University;
James Hutton Institute; 
Stem; and
Developing Young People.
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ANNEX 5  
PAC Consultation Report Form (Schedule 1)
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Form

PRE-APPLICATION CONSULTATION REPORT

Marine (Scotland) Act 2010: Section 24

1. Proposed Licensable Marine Activity

2. Applicant Details



3. Proposed Licensee Details



4. Pre-application Consultation Event 

5. Information provided by the Prospective Applicant at the Pre-application 
Consultation Event 

6. Information received by the Prospective Applicant at the Pre-application Consultation 
Event 

7. Amendments made, or to be made, to the Application for a Marine Licence by the 
Prospective Applicant following their Consideration of Comments and/or Objections 
received at the Pre-application Consultation Event 



Insert name 

Insert Address

Town 

County 

Postcode

8. Explanation of Approach taken by the Prospective Applicant where, following 
Relevant Comments and/or Objections being received by the Prospective Applicant at 
the Pre-application Consultation Event, no Relevant Amendment is made to the 
Application for a Marine Licence



ANNEX 6  
Additional PAC materials

A) COMMUNITY POSTERS 
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B) EXHIBITION BOARDS PAC 2 SEPTEMBER 2024
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Bridget Casey 
Stakeholder  

Liaison Officer

Meet the Team

David 
Hinshelwood 

Project  
Director

Martha Lovatt  
Development 

& Con sen ts  
M an a ge r

Marie -Laurence 
Carruezco 

D ep u t y  Project
Director  & Technical 

Project  M an a ge r

Miles 
McConville 
Con sen ts  
M an a ge r

Gillies Munro 
Project  

Development 
M an a ge r

Ste phe n Kennedy
Procurement 
& Commercial 

M an a ge r

J a m e s  Herring 
Health  & Sa fe ty  

M an a ge r

J o h n  Kennedy 
La n d  

M an a ge r

Helen Snodin 
Gr id  & 

Regulat ion 
M an a ge r

Erin McLeod 
Su p p ly  Chain  
& Stakeholder  
Coordinator

An dr e w Hynd 
Technical 
Interface 
M an a ge r

Patrick Sw ee ney 
P o rt s  & Logist ics 

M an a ge r

Belina Collington 
Offshore E IA  
A s st  Project  

M an a ge r

Chris  Coleby 
Offshore E IA  

Project  M an a g er

L a n d  Use 
Consultants

J o a n n a  Wright 
Director of 

Environmental 
P lanning

S U P PO R T E D  B Y
GoBe Consultants Brown  May

Zoe Laure nce 
Fisheries 

Consultant

3 DW

Vedran Bucko 
L e a d  Developer 

of 3 D  Tech 
Visualisation 

Project

Nikki Keddie 
Stakeh old er  & 

Communicat ion s 
M an a ge r



Why are
w e  developing?
Muir Mhòr Offshore Wind F a rm  is 
being developed to help meet  the 
Scottish  target  of net-  
zero emissions of all greenhouse ga se s  
by 2 0 4 5 .  Muir Mhòr will significantly 
contribute to the  target  of
deploying up to 5 0 G W  of offshore wind 
by 2 0 3 0 ,  with up to 5 G W  coming from 
floating offshore wind projects.

With a  capacity of up to  1GW of floating offshore
wind technology, the Muir Mhòr Offshore Wind Farm will make 

a  significant contribution in helping to achieve these outcomes.

Ou r  gr id connection

Power from the wind farm will b e  exported onto the main 

transmission system. The offshore transmission system 

connects into the onshore transmission system at 

proposed Netherton hub.

Muir  connection to the transmission system has  been 

informed by the Holistic Network Design (HND) process run by 

National Grid Electricity System Operator (NGESO).  The HND is 

a  strategic appraisal of the most  effective  connection 

solution for accommodating offshore wind farms  within a  wider 

network solution which balances the needs of consumers, local 

and national stakeholders, and the environment.



Project Key 
Information

Location 6 3 k m E a s t  of Peterhead

Capacity Up  to 1GW

No of turbines Up  to 6 7

Development Area 2 0 0 k m 2

Water depth 6 0 - 100m

Landfall location North of Peterhead

Grid connection 
location

 Netherton Hub

Peterhead

Muir Mhòr
will be  located 
approximately  6 3 k m  
east  of the coast  of 
Peterhead.

Offshore  Export 
C able  Corridor 

(Area  of Search)



Minimum Blad e
Clearance

Tower

Nacelle

Blad e

Maximum Tip 
Height: 3 4 0 m

Maximum Rotor  Diameter

Floating 
Foundation

Offshore 
Infrastructure

3  offshore cables  
with max  lengths of 
120km each

Wind Turbines

It is currently est imated the 

project will use a  maximum of 

67 turbines, with a  minimum of 

1000m spacing between each 

turbine.

Inter-a r r a y  
Cables
The  flexible inter array cable 

connect  the individual wind 

turbines together an d then 

to the Offshore Substation 
Platform(s).

Mooring
& Anchoring
The mooring a nd  anchoring 

sy st ems keep the foundation 

on station, maintaining the 

position of the wind turbine 
generator within a  limited area:

Example Sub s e a  O S P

Semi 

Spa r

The offshore infrastructure will consist 
of the following components required to
generate electricity and provide a  route into 
the main transmission system.

Offshore
Substat ion  Platform
This is where the electricity 

generated by the turbines 

is collected and  transmitted

landward by the offshore export 
cables. There  will b e up to 3  

platforms. Th e se will be either an 

abo ve -s e a  (surface) platform or a  

sub se a  platform on the seabed.

Floating 
Foundations
Wind turbine generators will 

be supported by a  floating 

foundation with associated 

mooring/anchoring systems 

to keep the foundation 

 Several  floating 
foundation types are  under 

consideration currently:

Offshore 
Cable
The se cables  will transmit 

electricity to shore, where they 

will be connected to the national 

grid. A  maximum  of 3  offshore 

cables  are being considered, 

each with a  maximum length of 

120km.



Onshore 
Construction 
& Operation
The construction of the onshore grid 
infrastructure will likely include two phases.
It is anticipated that the onshore grid 
connection is part  of a  coordinated connection 
allowing wind farms to share infrastructure 
(please see Grid Connection board for more 
information). The key stages associated are 
likely to include:

Construction
Most construction activities will take place in 

the hours of 0700-1 9 0 0  Monday to Sunday. 

Examples of activities which may take place 

outside of these times include abnormal loads 

delivery, maintenance, and the testing of plant 

and equipment.

Noise and lighting will be  restricted close to any 

sensitive areas.

An offshore and onshore Construction 

Environmental Management Plan will ensure that 

construction activities are  suitably controlled.

Onshore Operation 
& Maintenance
During operation, it is expected the 
presence of staff onsite will be  limited 
to  inspection, maintenance, and 
servicing  visits by one or two service 
engineers on a   regular basis.

P r e- construction 
surveys  & site 

investigat ions,  such 
a s  detailed ecology 

surveys
Site 

preparatory 
works

Construction of 
phase  1 onshore 

substation

Construction 
at  landfal l area

a nd  onshore cable 
installation including 

installation of
cable  ducts for 

phase  2

Commissioning 
of phase  1

Construction 
of p hase  2  
substation

Installation of 
phase  2  cablesCommissioning 

of p hase  2



Project 
Schedule

Development

Operations

Indicative Scotwind aw ard s
Muir Mhòr Option 
Agreement 
J a n u a r y  2 0 2 2

Submission of 
Offshore & O n -  
shore Scoping 
Reports

J u n e  2 0 2 3

Offshore Environmental 
Surveys  Complete 
2 0 2 3

Scottish Ministers Adopt  Scoping Opinion
September 2 0 2 3

Submiss ion of Offshore 
& Onshore applications 
Summer 2 0 2 4

2 n d  Public 
Consultation Event 
Spring 2 0 2 4

Project Consent 
Granted

Mid 2 0 2 5

Final 
Investment 
Decision 
2 0 2 7 - 8

Construction 
Begins

Late  2 0 2 0 s

Power  Grid 
Connection

& First Generation
Early 2 0 3 0 s

Construction

Full Commercial
Operational

S C A N  ME
for  m ore  info



S C A N  ME
for  m ore  info

Offshore 
Surveys
The following surveys 
are in progress to 
inform the Offshore 
EIA and the design of
offshore infrastructure:

Wind Metocean 
Data Collection
In February 2 02 3,  a  Floating 
Light Detection and Ranging 
(LiDAR) buoy was installed to 
collect 12-months  of wind and 
metocean data  to help inform 
overall wind farm design. A 
s eab ed  mounted Acoustic 
Doppler Current Profiler (A D CP )  
has also been installed at
the turbine ar ea  to provide 
complimentary  measurements 
of currents and waves to those 
obtained by the LiDAR buoy.

Offshore Digital Aerial 
Surveys  (Marine 
Mammals/Birds)

Between April 2021 and March 
2 02 3,  aircraft mounted video 
cameras  have collected high 
resolution imagery of marine 
mam mal  and bird presence 
within the proposed Muir Mhòr 
turbine area.  Each survey 
captured data  along 2 6  
transects, each 2.5 km apart,  
allowing calculation of population 
estimates  to inform the EIA 
process.

Geophysical 
Surveys
Offshore geophysical surveys 
were conducted spring and 
summer  2 0 2 3  to collect data 
on physical conditions within the 
development area.  This included 
factors  such a s  s eabed  depth 
and character, geohazards
such a s  boulders and debris 
and potential archaeological 
wrecks. Additional geotechnical 
surveys  will be  undertaken to 
further characterise the seabed 
environment.

Offshore Ecology 
Survey
A  variety of offshore ecological 
surveys  were undertaken over 
summer  2 0 2 3  to understand 
current baseline conditions in 
the proposed development 
area.  This included sediment 
and water sampling, underwater 
video and photography and 
environmental DNA sampling.
The aim being to characterise 
sensitive habitats and species.

Examples of Conspicuous Fauna

Scallop
(Pecten maximus)

Output from 
geophysical survey 
showing sand  ridges 
and a  ship wreck

Cushion Star 
(Porania Pulvillus)

Average Month Species  Abundancies:

4 0 4  2 0 8 .9
Kittiwake Puffin Gannet Guillemot Razorbill

101.8 2389.1 132.5
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Kittiwake Puffin Gannet Guillemot Razorbill



Onshore 
Surveys
The following surveys 
are in progress to 
inform the Onshore 
EIA and the design of 
onshore infrastructure:

Habitat Surveys
The majority of habitats 
recorded within the site 
boundary are either agricultural 
pasture  or cropland, with
some areas  of marshy or 
rank grassland. Suitable 
habitat for bats  and otter 
has  been identified along the
embankments  of the River Ugie, 
and suitable badger habitat is 
present  in the area.  Ecology 
surveys  are  ongoing, however 
limited evidence of the presence 
of protected species has been 
identified to date.

Hydrology, 
Hydrogeology, 
Coastal  Processes 
and Peat
Hydrology and geomorphology 
walkover surveys  have been 
undertaken. There are a  number 
of watercourses  within the site 
boundary and all water bodies, 
watercourses  and known areas 
of flood risk have been mapped 
and identified to inform the 
Project design.

Ornithology Surveys
Ornithology surveys have been 
undertaken at  the proposed 
landfall October 2022 . The 
surveys  have shown that the 
proposed landfall site and local 
a re a  provides limited roosting 
and foraging for gulls and waders 
with waterfowl species including 
ducks and divers recorded 
offshore. Surveys have also 
taken place over the winter
in the ar ea  of the proposed 
substation to establish use by 
wintering geese.  During these 
surveys, flocks of pink-footed 
geese were recorded commuting 
over the site, but they have not 
been observed using the site 
itself.

Archeology and 
Cultural Heritage 
Surveys
Initial walkover surveys have 
been undertaken which have 
found that there ap pears  to be a  
general lack of noticeable above-  
ground archaeological activity 
within the site boundary outside 
of the known non-designated 
heritage assets,  however, this 
does not preclude the presence 
for buried archaeological 
remains.

S C A N ME
for  m or e  info



Optioneering 
Process

Holistic Network 
Design sets onshore 

connection point

Landfall location
selected north of

Peterhead

Onshore
substation located
between landfall

and Netherton hub

Outlining the steps taken to identify and 
select the landfall and potential 
substation locations.

Appropriate landfall sites were 

identified following desk and field- 

based assessments.

The preferred landfall location was 

selected because of: intertidal and 

onshore infrastructure 

requirements;  engineering; 

environmental  constraints  and 

geology.

A landfall location just north 

of Peterhead was selected 

as the preferred landfall 

location.

An area of search was drawn for the 

cable corridor between landfall north 

of Peterhead and the Netherton 

Hub.

A shortlist of 8 substation option 

sites have been taken forward for 

review following desktop analysis.

Search Areas are still subject to 

environmental and technical 

review. A preferred location will 

be selected following this review 

and subject to feedback from this 

consultation.



Onshore 
Infrastructure
The onshore infrastructure will transport 
energy from the offshore wind turbines 
to the national grid and will consist of the 
following key components:

Landfall Site
The landfall site is where the offshore cables from the offshore 
substation arrive on land and get jointed to the onshore cables. 
The cables will be horizontally directionally drilled under the 
intertidal area meaning no disruption to the beach and dune area.

Underground Cables
All cables will be buried under ground from landfall to the onshore 
substation. The cable corridor will be refined following further 
technical and environmental review. Once construction is 
complete, land along the cable route will be reinstated and 
agricultural uses can resume.

Onshore Substation
The proposed onshore substation buildings will be a maximum 
height of 20m and a maximum footprint of 400m by 500m.
Additional land will be required beyond the substation 
buildings & infrastructure for landscaping, drainage, 
access, and security fencing.

The onshore substation will connect with the 
main transmission system at the SSEN 
Netherton Hub.



Contact & Feedback

How your feedback will be used
Please  note that comments provided today are not formal 
representations  to the determining authorities. Following 
submission of the applications and licences in 2024 ,  there will 
be  periods during which formal representations can be ma d e  to
Scottish Ministers, Marine Scotland and Aberdeenshire  Council on 
the offshore and onshore elements of the project.

Until August 2024, you can visit our virtual 
public exhibition at  muirmhòr.co.uk

For further information and details on
drop-in sessions, pick up a  copy of our Public 
Consultation Booklet available here today.

Your thoughts and feedback are essential 
for us to make this project a  success.

T O  S E N D  U S  Y O U R
F E E D B A C K  D I G I T A L L Y :

S c a n  this Q R  code to 
access our online form

Please  feel free to email our team directly 
with your comments at  the following 
address: feedback@muirmhòr.co.uk

For  general enquiries please contact:
info@muirmhòr.co.uk

We kindly request you submit feedback on 
this event by 17th May 2024.

An additional consultation event will be 
scheduled in Summer  2024,  around application 
submission. This event will summarise the final 
EIA Report and provide information on the 
formal consultation process.
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