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1 INTRODUCTION 

The Tay Road Bridge Joint Board is currently planning the resurfacing of the full extent of the Tay 
Road Bridge in Dundee, Scotland. The Bridge carries the A92 dual carriageway over the Firth of Tay 
between Dundee on the north side of the estuary and Newport-on-Tay, Fife on the south side.  

Part of the Firth of Tay is designated as Special Protection Areas (SPA), as a Ramsar wetland and as 
a Special Areas of Conservation (SAC) (see Section 3 and Appendix A - Figure 1 for details). Several 
parts of the firth are within a Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI). The Firth of Tay is noted for its 
extensive sand and mudflats, population of harbour seals and wintering birds.  

WSP has been commissioned by the Tay Road Bridge Joint Board 
a Habitats Regulations Appraisal (HRA) screening assessment of the bridge resurfacing (the 

 assessment will determine whether the Proposed 
Development presents any likely significant effects (LSEs) on the qualifying interests of the relevant 
designated sites, and hence whether or not an Appropriate Assessment (AA) for adverse effects on 
the integrity of the sites will be required.  

 

1.1 Project Background  

The Tay Road Bridge carries the A92 road across the Firth of Tay (Appendix A - Figure 2). It is a 
2,250 m long structure with a composite twin box girder and reinforced concrete deck. The bridge is 
9.75 m above sea-level at the Dundee side and 38.1 m above sea-level in Fife. A suite of investigations 
were undertaken on behalf of the Tay Road Bridge Joint Board. The existing surfacing on the bridge 
is the original as installed in 1966. Detailed investigations of the existing pavement in 2020 confirmed 
that it is now fast approaching the end of its serviceable life and should be replaced. The resurfacing 
will replace the existing asphalt pavement and repair the existing concrete deck. Further investigations 
and trial works were undertaken in September 2021 to ascertain the condition of the concrete deck 
and the presence of any waterproofing. It was identified that there is no waterproofing present on the 
concrete deck and the surface is variable, so waterproofing will be required.  Subsequent preparatory 
work will be required to ensure the deck is prepared to a level that it can accept the waterproofing 
system and improve the integrity of the bridge deck.  

A review of the existing maintenance record information identified that the majority of the expansion 
joints were more than 30 years old and starting to fail at an increasing rate, therefore all joints would 
also need to be replaced as part of the resurfacing project.  

An underdeck survey was carried out in April 2021, which identified a number of defects to the 
reinforced concrete soffit associated with the historic ingress of water through defective expansion 
joints. Therefore, it was decided to also utilise the carriageway closures for the resurfacing works to 
gain access to the bridge deck cantilevers and undertake the necessary repairs. 
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1.2 The Habitats Regulations 

1.2.1 National Legislation 

In Scotland, the Scottish Parliament has now passed the UK Withdrawal from the European Union 
(Continuity) (Scotland) Act (hereafter the EU Continuity Act), meaning that Scottish legislation in 
relation to devolved matters - including environmental matters - will remain aligned with EU law. As 
such, the Conservation (Natural Habitats &c.) Regulations 1994 (as amended) ('The Habitats 
Regulations') which translated European Council Directive 92/43/EEC 'the Habitats Directive' into 
Scottish law applies to plans and projects that may have significant effects on sites designated under 
the Habitats Directive and classified under the Wild Birds Directive (Council Directive 79/409/EEC). 
Sites designated under the Directives include Special Protection Areas (SPAs) and Special Areas of 
Conservation (SACs).  

Under Scottish Planning Policy (Scottish Government, 2014), the effects of plans and projects on 
candidate SACs and proposed SPAs, and Ramsar sites (Wetlands of International Importance under 
the 1971 Ramsar Convention), should also be assessed.  

The Habit  to consider the potential for 
effects upon International Sites prior to granting consent for projects or plans. Consent for the 
Proposed Development is required from the Tay Road Bridge Joint Board. 

Should LSE be identified by the initial screening process it is necessary to further consider the effects 
by way of an AA. Overall, this process of assessment is known as Habitats Regulations Appraisal and 
further details of the applicable legislative context are summarised below.  

Article 6 (3) of the Habitats Directive sets out the need for AA of plans or projects which have potential 

roject likely to have a significant effect on a Natura 2000 Site, either individually or in 
combination with other plans or projects, shall undergo an Appropriate Assessment to determine its 
implications for the site. The competent authorities can only agree to the plan or project after having 

 

As the purpose of the Natura 2000 network is preservation of examples of species and habitats across 
Europe, rather than preservation of individual sites, Article 6 (4) allows for exceptional circumstances 
where negative effects may be permitted. This reads:  

assessment, provided there are no alternative solutions, and the plan or project is considered to be of 
overriding public interest. In such cases the Member State must take appropriate compensatory 
measures to ensure that the overall coherence of the Natura 2000 N  

Natura 2000 network has been transferred to the Emerald Network database. The Emerald Network 
was established under the 1989 Bern Convention as an ecological network made up of Areas of 

obligations under the Bern Convention.  
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Regulation 48 (1) of the Habitats Regulations states:  

authorisation for a plan or project which   

(a) is likely to have a significant effect on a European site or a European offshore marine site (either 
alone or in combination with other plans or projects), and  

(b) is not directly connected with or necessary to the management of that site,  

 

Like the Habitats Directive, the Habitats Regulations also make allowance for projects or plans to be 
proceeded 
relates to such situations.  

The Competent Authority is required to consult NatureScot (the statutory nature conservation body in 
Scotland) in all cases where an AA is required.  

With reference to Scottish Planning Policy, Ramsar sites and European Sites are collectively referred 
 

 

1.3 Stages of Habitats Regulations Appraisal 

Guidance on the Habitats Directive (European Commission, 2000a) sets out the step-wise approach 
which should be followed to enable Competent Authorities to discharge their duties under the Habitats 
Directive and provides further clarity on the interpretation of Articles 6 (3) and 6 (4). The process used 
is usually summarised in four distinct stages of assessment:  

 Stage 1: Screening: the process which identifies whether effects upon a [International Site] of a 
plan or project are possible, either alone or in combination with other plans or projects, and 
considers whether these effects are likely to be significant;  

 Stage 2: Appropriate Assessment: the detailed consideration of the effect on the integrity of the 
European Site of the plan or project, either alone or in combination with other plans or projects, 

 
 Stage 3: Assessment of alternative solutions: the process which examines alternative ways of 

achieving the objectives of the plan or project that avoid adverse effects on the integrity of the 
[International Site]; and  

 Stage 4: Assessment where no alternative solutions exist and where adverse effects remain: an 
assessment of whether the development is necessary for IROPI and, if so, of the compensatory 
measures needed to maintain the overall coherence of the [International Site] network. 

 

 

 

 



TAY ROAD BRIDGE RESURFACING CONFIDENTIAL | WSP 
Project No.: 70075400-ECO | Our Ref No.: HRA_Screening June 2022 
Tay Road Bridge Joint Board Page 4 of 27 

1.4 Guidance 

In undertaking this HRA, the following guidance was referred to:  

 Convention on Wetlands of International Importance especially as Waterfowl Habitat. Ramsar 
(Iran), 2 February 1971. UN Treaty Series No. 14583. As amended by the Paris Protocol, 3 
December 1982, and Regina Amendments, 28 May 1987.  

 Department for Communities and Local Government (August 2006) Planning for the protection of 
European Sites: Appropriate Assessment. Guidance for Regional Spatial Strategies and Local 
Development Documents. Draft.  

 European Commission Guidance document on the strict protection of animal species of Community 
interest under the Habitats Directive  

 Transport Scotland (2020) Design Manual for Roads and Bridges Sustainability & Environment 
Appraisal LA 115 Habitats Regulations Assessment (formerly HD 44/09) Revision 1  

 Transport Scotland (2020) Design Manual for Roads and Bridges Sustainability & Environment 
Appraisal LA 108 Biodiversity (formerly Volume 11, Section 3, Part 4 Ecology and Nature 
Conservation and IAN 130/10) Revision 1  

 Transport Scotland (2020) Design Manual for Roads and Bridges Sustainability & Environment 
Appraisal LA 105 Air Quality (formerly HA 207/07, IAN 170/12, IAN 174/13, IAN 175/13, part of 
IAN 185/15) Revision 0  

 Transport Scotland (2020) Design Manual for Roads and Bridges Sustainability & Environment 
Appraisal LA 111 Noise and Vibration (formerly HD 213/11, IAN 185/15) Revision 0  

 Joint Nature Conservation Committee (JNCC) (2016). SAC and SPA Standard Data Forms and 
Ramsar Information Sheets. Available online: http://www.jncc.gov.uk/. Accessed [27/04/2020];  

 Scottish Natural Heritage (SNH) (2016) NatureScot guidance on assessing connectivity with 
Special Protection Areas;  

 SNH (2018). NatureScot guidance on the handling of mitigation in Habitats Regulations Appraisal;  
 Tyldesley, D. and Chapman, C. (2013) The Habitats Regulations Assessment Handbook (July 

2020 Edition) UK DTA Publications Ltd.  
 NatureScot (2018). Guidance Note. The handling of mitigation in Habitats Regulations Appraisal  

the People Over Wind CJEU judgement. 
 

1.5 HRA Policy Guidance 

 Council of the European Union (1992). Council Directive 92/43/EEC on the Conservation of natural 
habitats and of wild fauna and flora. Available online: http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-
content/en/ALL/?uri=CELEX:31992L0043. Accessed: [09/06/2022]  

 Council of the European Union (2009). Directive 2009/147/EC of the European Parliament and of 
the Council of 30 November 2009 on the conservation of wild birds. Available online: http://eur-
lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=URISERV:ev0024. Accessed: [09/06/2022]  

 Department for Housing, Communities and Local Government (DHCLG) (2021). National Planning 
Policy Framework.  

 European Communities (2007). Guidance d
92/43/EEC; Available online: 
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/natura2000/management/docs/art6/guidance_art6_4_en.
pdf Accessed: [09/06/2022]  
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2 PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT  

The Proposed Development will be undertaken in two phases, utilising carriageway closures with 
contraflow traffic management. As the below steps are undertaken on the top deck the carriageway 
closures will allow access to the bridge deck cantilever soffits to undertake the necessary concrete 
repairs to maintain the integrity of the structure (see Additional Step below). 

Step 1  

The work will begin with refurbishment works by removing the existing surfacing and expansion joints. 
This will be done by planing (cold milling) down to a safe depth to avoid damage to the concrete deck, 
after which the remainder of the bituminous surfacing will be removed by scraping using excavators 
(Appendix A -  

Figure 4 ). The existing kerbs will also be fully removed from both sides of the carriageway. Scabbling 
and captive shot blasting will then be required to smooth the concrete deck surface in preparation for 
receiving a waterproofing system (Appendix A - Figure 5). Localised concrete repairs will also be 
made as necessary.  

Step 2  

Once the deck has been suitably prepared it will be waterproofed with a two-coat spray applied system 
(Appendix A - Figure 6). The waterproofing system will contain a methyl methacrylate or polyurethane 
spray applied membrane. The waterproofing will take approximately one month on either side and will 
apply roughly 63,000 L of liquid to the surface of the bridge over the two applications. This will cover 
the entire surface of the bridge deck and on both concrete upstands. Once cured the new kerbs will 
be installed along the inner and outer upstands. The expansion gaps and gullies will then be covered 
with plates prior to laying the new surfacing material. The surfacing material will be laid using modern 
conventional pavers (Appendix A - Figure 6) along the full length of the bridge at depths varying 
between approximately 40 and 120 mm. The surfacing will vary between being laid in either one or 
two courses (layers) depending on thickness required.  

Step 3 

Once the surfacing has been laid, at the expansion gaps in the deck, strips of asphalt will be cut out 
to allow for installation of the new expansion joints. They will consist of a variety of joint types including 
buried joints, elastomeric in metal rail joints and mat type expansion joints appropriate for the relative 
movement range at each span. On completion of the expansion joint installation, final works will 
include the installation of white lining before the reopening of the carriageway to traffic. This work will 
be undertaken on one carriageway over the summer months and then repeated the following year on 
the opposite carriageway using the same methodology.  

Additional Step  

As all the work above is progressing the concrete repairs to the reinforced concrete soffit will be 
undertaken at various stages ensuring this does not disrupt the progress of the top of deck works. 
Step 1  3 above will all be undertaken within the confines of the bridge deck and carriageway; 
however, this additional step will to the underside of the concrete bridge decks. Therefore, the 
concrete repairs will require proprietary scaffold access as the existing mobile access gantries are in 
the process of being replaced and in their existing condition cannot be relied upon to facilitate these 
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works. The method of repair will require hydro-demolition (Appendix A - Figure 8) around the existing 
defects to expose the steel reinforcement and provide a suitable key to cast in the new repair material.  

 

 

The repair area will be fitted with sacrificial anodes to prevent ongoing corrosion and prevent the 
formation of new adjacent corrosion sites. The concrete repair material will be spray-applied due to 
the depths required and then trowel-finished. The required hydro-demolition will produce lumps of 
concrete to break away from the underside of the bridge. Debris netting (Appendix A - Figure 9) will 
be installed around the area being demolished to catch debris, however this will not catch concrete 
fines contained within the water. There will also be possible contaminant run-off due to waterproofing 
and use of machinery and a risk of spillages. 

 

2.1 Programme 

It is anticipated that the works will be undertaken as follows:  

Phase 1  May 2023 to September 2023  

Phase 2  April 2024 to August 2024   

Information on the detailed design of the Proposed Development and construction program is limited 
at this stage as the project is currently progressing through the preliminary design stage. 
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3.1.1 Marine Mammals   

3.1.1.1 The Firth of Tay and Eden Estuary SAC 

The Firth of Tay and Eden Estuary SAC supports a nationally important breeding colony of Harbour 
seals Phoca vitulina, which form part of the east coast population of seals that typically utilise 
sandbanks. Harbour seals are found on sandflats and estuaries, and on rocky shores in Scotland. As 
pups swim almost immediately after birth, seals can breed on sheltered tidal areas where banks allow 
access to deep water. Seals may range widely in search of prey, but individuals often return to 
favoured haul-out sites. The intertidal sandflats of Abertay Sands, Broughty Ferry, Buddon and Eden 
mouth provide haul outsites (i.e., to rest, pup and moult). Abertay Sands is the busiest of the sites, 
used by the Harbour seal and the Grey seal (Hanson et al., 2017). A seal population of approximately 
600 adults have historically moved freely within this site from the inner Tay Estuary to the Eden mouth. 
However, the breeding population dropped by over 90% from over 600 to 40-50 by 2014 with the 
cause still unclear (Hanson et al., 2017, HRA Guidance NatureScot, 2019). The number of seals 
hauling out in the vicinity of the Proposed Development is now extremely low (Appendix A - Figure 
10). 

Harbour seals daily foraging range is limited to around 20 km and over the longer term there is 
interchange between animals on different haul-outs. This is demonstrated in the movement between 
the Tay and the Forth for foraging and seasonally. Pupping is during June-July followed by an adult 
moulting period in August  September (HRA Guidance NatureScot 2019) which is at the same time 
as construction for the Proposed Development. 

The Firth of Tay and Eden Estuary SAC Conservation Objectives for Harbour seal are: 

 To avoid deterioration of the habitats of the qualifying species or significant disturbance to the 
qualifying species, thus ensuring that the integrity of the site is maintained, and the site makes an 
appropriate contribution to achieving favourable conservation status for each of the qualifying 
features; and, 

 To ensure for the qualifying species that the following are maintained in the long term: 

 Population of the species as a viable component of the site;  
 Distribution of the species within site;  
 Distribution and extent of habitats supporting the species;  
 Structure, function and supporting processes of habitats supporting the species; and 
 No significant disturbance of the species. 

 

Harbour seals within the Firth of Tay and Eden Estuary SAC are in unfavourable/declining 
condition. 
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3.1.1.2 The Isle of May SAC 

The Isle of May is located 35 km away to the east of the Tay Bridge. This site supports a breeding 
colony of Grey seal Halichoerus grypus, with the largest east coast breeding colony of Grey seals in 
Scotland, and the fourth-largest breeding colony in the UK (JNCC, 2021). Seals from this population 
potentially haul out near the Proposed Development (Appendix A - Figure 10). 

Grey seals forage in the open sea and return regularly to haul out on land where they rest, moult and 
breed. They may range widely to forage and frequently travel over 100 km between haul-out sites. 
Foraging trips last anywhere between 1 and 30 days. These can involve long distance movements, 
with some individuals crossing the North Sea from Britain to the European mainland as far afield as 
Norway (HRA Guidance, NatureScot 2019). 

In September to late November females congregate on secluded beaches to pup and are joined by 
smaller numbers of dominant males who mate with them post- pupping. In some places large numbers 
of seals are found in high densities, such as on the Isle of May. For the remainder of the year, they 
disperse widely around Scotland and further afield and are recorded within the area of the Proposed 
Development (Appendix A - Figure 10).  

Grey seals within the Isle of May SAC are in Favourable Maintained condition.
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3.1.1.3 Potential Effects of the Proposed Development on Marine Mammals 

Potential effects on marine mammals from this Proposed Development are: 

 Water quality affecting prey availability due to fines released from concrete during hydro-
demolition. 

 Water quality affecting prey availability due to contaminants from waterproofing2 and machinery 
(run-off and accidental spillage). 

 Water quality due to air borne dust produced by various activities.  
 Disturbance of haul out sites caused by noise from machinery, lights and presence of personnel. 

Indirect impacts due to changes to water quality from concrete fines, airborne dust or waterproofing 
and machinery cannot be ruled out at this stage for any of the marine mammal species that forage in 
this area.  The waterproofing liquid will contain methyl methacrylate or polyurethane spray applied 
membrane. 

Methyl methacrylate - can have acute and chronic impacts on marine life (Npi.gov.au 2019).  However, 
due to the quantity used over the entire bridge surface and the fact that this activity will be on the 
bridge surface it is highly unlikely to reach marine system in quantities that would have impact. This 
substance is broken down by microorganisms in the water (Npi.gov.au 2019).   

Polyurethane is a plastic material. This is a plastic and small amount could be broken down into micro 
plastics, there may be an uptake by plankton that will bioaccumulate through the food chain and 
eventually may be ingested by fish (Róisín Coyle et al., 2020).  

Concrete fines in water produced by hydro demolition may enter the system, as this work will be 
undertaken under the bridge the quantity of concrete fines which will escape through the netting during 
construction works is at the time of writing unclear. Concrete is highly alkaline and can be very 
corrosive and can cause serious pollution to water, additionally the components of the concrete and 
other bridge materials that may escape are unknown. Therefore, the impact of on water quality 
affecting prey availability for qualifying interests cannot be ruled out at this stage.  

Seals spend time outside the water (hauling out) for breeding and moulting and are sensitive to a 
broader range of sound frequencies in water than in air (Southall et al. 2007). Current audiometric 
data for seals states loud construction sounds are expected to be audible to at least 500 m in air. The 
nearest potential haul out site is over 1 km away to the west. As the work is temporary and harbour 
seals do not make large scale movements between haul out sites in response to disturbance, and 
when they have been disturbed most return to the same haul out site despite past disturbance 
(Paterson, Russell and Wu, 2019).  In addition to the temporary nature of this work; the noise, light 
and addition of personnel is not considered novel in this area. The bridge is a busy road connected to 
a busy city, where routine maintenance operations form part of the background noise and disturbance 
and therefore the seals will be habituated to activity on this bridge. In addition, the level of noise will 
be reduced or remain the same as it is currently with the introduction of the counterflow system. 

 

2 The waterproofing liquid will contain "methyl methacrylate" or "polyurethane" spray applied membrane and an estimated 63,000L will be 
used over two applications which will take an estimated month on either side of the bridge. 
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herring gull are considered to be in an unfavourable condition at the Outer Firth of Forth and St 
Andrews Bay Complex SPA and the Site. 

3.1.2.2 The Firth of Tay and Eden Estuary SPA and Ramsar 

The Firth of Tay and Eden Estuary SPA and Ramsar is a complex of estuarine and coastal habitats 
stretching from the mouth of the River Earn in the inner Firth of Tay, east to Barry Sands on the Angus 
coast and St Andrews on the Fife coast. For much of its length the main channel of the estuary lies 
close to the southern shore and the most extensive intertidal flats are on the north side, west of 
Dundee. In Monifieth Bay, to the east of Dundee, the substrate becomes sandier and there are also 
mussel beds. The south shore consists of fairly steeply-shelving mud and shingle. The Inner Tay 
Estuary is particularly noted for the continuous dense stands of common reed along its northern shore. 
These reedbeds, inundated during high tides, are amongst the largest in Britain. Eastwards, as 
conditions become more saline, there are areas of saltmarsh, a relatively scarce habitat in eastern 
Scotland. The boundary of the SPA is contained within the following Sites of Special Scientific Interest: 
Inner Tay Estuary, Monifieth Bay, Barry Links, Tayport -Tentsmuir Coast and Eden Estuary. 

The conservation objectives aim to avoid deterioration of the habitats of the qualifying species (listed 
below) or significant disturbance to the qualifying species, thus ensuring that the integrity of the site 
is maintained; and to ensure for the qualifying species that the following are maintained in the long 
term:  

 Population of the species as a viable component of the site;  
 Distribution of the species within site;  
 Distribution and extent of habitats supporting the species;  
 Structure, function and supporting processes of habitats supporting the species; and  
 No significant disturbance of the species.  

3.1.3 Potential Effects of the Proposed Development on Birds  

Potential Impacts on birds from this Proposed Development are: 

 Water quality affecting prey availability due to fines released from concrete during hydro-demolition. 
 Water quality affecting prey availability due to contaminants from waterproofing and machinery 

(run-off and accidental spillage). 
 Water quality due to air borne dust produced by various activities.  
 Disturbance  disturbance (noise and visual) to breeding and non-breeding birds. Sources of 

disturbance are likely to include noise, lighting, presence of people and plant / machinery. 
 
For details on the impacts of changes to water quality see Section 3.1.1. 

The dynamic tidal flow of the Tay attracts a wide range of birds, both local and from further afield. The 
Tay Estuary is a key spot for wintering or migrating birds in the spring, autumn and winter. Due to the 
timing of the Proposed Development it is not likely to have a significant effect on wintering birds. The 
majority of overwintering species are not present May to July inclusive with numbers rising to a peak 
in mid-winter (SNH guidance, 2019). Therefore, although it is low risk there will be species using the 
Site before/after the summer period.  The International Sites have designated breeding birds, the 
window for which is approximately between March and August inclusive, therefore construction for the 
Proposed Development will take place during breeding season.  
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3.1.4 Habitats 

The inner parts of the estuaries are largely sheltered from wave action, while outer areas, particularly 
of the Tay, are exposed to strong tidal streams, giving rise to a complex pattern of erosion and 

h. The sediments within the site support biotopes 
that reflect the gradients of exposure and salinity and are typical of estuaries on the east coast of the 
UK.  

3.1.4.1 The Firth of Tay and Eden Estuary SAC 

The Firth of Tay and Eden Estuary SAC are situated on the east coast of Scotland between Carnoustie 
in the north and St Andrews in the south. The site has been designated as a SAC on the basis that 
the area contains representative estuaries in south-east Scotland. Most of the permanent channels of 

 

The biotopes found within these broad habitat types are of low species diversity, as might be expected 
for such estuarine environments. 
powerful tidal currents and a high  by the subtidal sandbanks and intertidal 
flats is composed of common biotopes.  

3.1.4.2 Potential Effects of the Proposed Development on Habitats  

Potential Impacts on habitats from this Proposed Development are: 

 Water quality affecting habitats due to fines released from concrete during hydro-demolition. 

 Water quality affecting habitats due to contaminants from waterproofing and machinery (run-off 
and accidental spillage). 

 Water quality due to air borne dust produced by various activities.  

The Proposed Development will be hydrologically linked to designated benthic habitats within The 
Firth of Tay and Eden Estuary SAC and Ramsar site. The habitats designated are at least 1 km away 
and due to the scale of works and the distance between the Proposed Development on land and the 
International Sites situated in the water means that it is very unlikely that pollutants from the Proposed 
Development will result in any discernible effects on QI habitat. In addition, if small amounts did reach 
the water effects would be de minimus due to volume of water causing dilution, tidal mixing, the works 
are temporary, there will be no in stream works, low sensitivity (already high silt loading), and the 
works are extremely localised.  

However, the risk of concrete fines entering the system (from the underside of the bridge deck) during 
construction or surface water run-off or accidental spillage from the waterproofing/machinery must be 
considered. Without adequate mitigation measures these effects could be significant and possibly 
extensive and of medium-term duration due to contamination of benthic sediments. 
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5 CONCLUSIONS 

Following an examination, analysis and evaluation of the relevant information it is the professional 
opinion of the authors of this report that the Proposed Development alone has the potential to lead to 
LSE on the designated features of: 

 The Firth of Tay and Eden Estuary SAC;  
 The Firth of Tay and Eden Estuary SPA; and  
 The Outer Forth and St Andrews Bay Complex SPA.  

As potential LSE have been identified during this Stage 1: Screening process, a Stage 2: Appropriate 
Assessment will be required at the detailed design stage.  
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