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Marine Directorate Please ask for: |
I Direct phone: |
Marine Licensing Operations Team Your ref: SCR-0105-CMAL
Marine Laboratory Our ref: 25/02737/MAR
Aberdeen Date: 12" August 2025
AB11 9DB
Dear I

THE MARINE WORKS (ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT) (SCOTLAND)
REGULATIONS 2017 (“the MW EIA Regulations”)

CONSULTATION UNDER PART 2, REGULATION 10(5) OF THE MW EIA
REGULATIONS

SCR-0105 - CMAL (per Royal Haskoning DHV) - Harbour Improvement Works -
Kilchoan, Ferry Terminal

Thank you for consulting the Highland Council on the above proposal and 1
apologise for the delay in responding. This was registered on the 22" July 2025. We
have reviewed the accompanying information and have the following comments.

There are no known significant contaminated land issues which might impact the
above proposed development. However, as with any 'Dockland" area, there is
potential for Made Ground infill and potentially contaminated soils which can be
disturbed during groundworks and dredging. There may be hydrocarbon impact
should fuel storage or fuelling activities have taken place within the vicinity and this
should be confirmed.

Yours sincerely

Planner - Aquaculture & Coastal

I : /A ovaculture & Coastal Development Planning Officer
Phone: (01463) 702000 Mobile: NG

Email: I WVcb: www.highland.gov.uk
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Longmore House

By email to: Salisbury Place
MD.MarineLicensing@gov.scot Edinburgh

EH9 1SH
Marine Licensing Casework Officer Enquiry Line: 0131 668 8716
Marine Directorate (Aberdeen Office) HMConsultations@hes.scot

Licensing Operations Team
Our case ID: 300081551

Your ref: SCR-0105
06 August 2025

peor

The Marine Works (Environmental Impact Assessment) (Scotland) Regulations 2017
SCR-0105 - CMAL (per Royal HaskoningDHV) - Harbour Improvement Works -
Kilchoan Ferry Terminal, Ardnamurchan, Highland

Request for Screening Opinion

Thank you for consulting us on this Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) screening
request, which we received on 22 July 2025. This letter contains our comments for our
historic environment interests. That is World Heritage Sites, scheduled monuments and
their setting, category A-listed buildings and their setting, inventory gardens and designed
landscapes, inventory battlefields and historic marine protected areas (HMPAs).

Although we retain our advisory role for designated cultural assets in the marine
environment, from 1 January 2025 we no longer provide advice on undesignated
underwater cultural heritage. For EIA projects, the relevant competent authority must
ensure that they have access to sufficient expertise to examine the EIA Report in
accordance with the relevant regulations.

Highland Council’s archaeological and conservation advisors will also be able to offer
advice on historic environment impacts. This may include topics covered by our advice-
giving role, and also other topics such as unscheduled archaeology, category B and C
listed buildings, and conservation areas.

Our advice

The proposed development has the potential to affect Mingary Historic Protected Area
(HMPAZ2). The screening report does not contain sufficient information to allow us to
assess whether effects resulting from the development would have a significant adverse
effect on this HMPA. The annex attached to this covering letter provides further
information.

We expect significant effects on the historic environment to be considered in the application
process whether or not the development goes through the EIA process. We recommend
that the applicant agrees the required information with us before submitting their
application, to avoid delays later in the process.

Historic Environment Scotland — Longmore House, Salisbury Place, Edinburgh, EH9 1SH
Scottish Charity No. SC045925
VAT No. GB 221 8680 15
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We hope this is helpful. If you would like to submit more information about this or any other
proposed development to us for comment, please send it to our consultations mailbox,

hmconsultations@hes.scot. If you have questions about this response, please contact
Deircre Cameron o [

Yours sincerely

Historic Environment Scotland

Historic Environment Scotland — Longmore House, Salisbury Place, Edinburgh, EH9 1SH
Scottish Charity No. SC045925
VAT No. GB 221 8680 15
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ANNEX: Our Detailed Comments

Background: the proposed development

We understand the screening request relates to proposals to upgrade the existing facilities
at Kilchoan Harbour. Works would include the installation of a new aligning structure for the
jetty, the expansion of the marshalling area including improved pedestrian access, and
dredging of the toe and approaches to the jetty.

Our interest

The proposed development is located approximately 1km west of the Mingary Historic
Marine Protected Area (HMPA2). The HMPA protects the remains of a 17t century vessel
believed to be the wreck of a ship recorded as sinking during a siege of Mingary Castle in
1644. ldentified remains include five cannons, munitions, pottery and other domestic items
and fragments of wood presumed to be part of the ship itself.

The Preservation Objectives for the HMPA include the following —

a) To maintain the extent of survival of the marine historic asset within the area
b) To maintain site condition of the marine historic asset

The Management section of the HMPA designation includes the following requirements —

Designation of the Mingary HMPA places a duty on public authorities with functions
capable of adversely affecting marine historic assets to carry out those functions in a
way that best furthers or, where this is not possible, least hinders the stated
preservation objectives. To fulfil this duty, public authorities must consider and
implement changes in the way they carry out their functions to deliver benefits for/
minimise adverse effects on the Mingary Historic MPA, taking advice from Historic
Environment Scotland

o Competent authorities with responsibilities for issuing authorisation for all
developments and licensable activities (for example, through marine licensing;
planning permission; issuing of seabed leases) within and outwith the boundaries
of the protected area must consider impacts on the preservation objectives for
the Mingary Historic MPA, taking advice from Historic Environment Scotland.
Decisions must also be taken in accordance with the relevant marine plans and
policies.

The management requirements are supported by advice on specific operations and
activities that could result in adverse impacts on the HMPA. This includes

e Construction/extraction/dumping at sea/operation of commercial installations in the
vicinity:
Proposals for such activities in the vicinity should carefully assess likely impacts on
hydrodynamic processes and any seabed biology/water chemistry over the protected
area and, where appropriate, consider ways to mitigate the impacts concerned

Historic Environment Scotland — Longmore House, Salisbury Place, Edinburgh, EH9 1SH
Scottish Charity No. SC045925
VAT No. GB 221 8680 15
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Screening Report

The screening report does not identify the Mingary Historic Marine Protected Area as an
environmental constraint and does not contain any detailed information that would allow us
to understand the potential impact of the development on this asset. As a result we are not
able to offer advice on whether this application should be screened in or out of EIA.

Our position

The proposed development has the potential to result in adverse effects on a Historic
Marine Protected Area. We consider these effects could be mitigated or avoided through
careful design and working methods.

To reach a fully informed decision on any forthcoming application for this proposed
development, the following information is needed —
e Information on the amount of sediment likely to be released into the water column by
the dredging works.
e Information on the potential extent of the spread of sediment disturbed by the
dredging works.
e A map or plan showing the location of any proposed dumping area(s) for dredged
material.
e An assessment of the potential impact of the works on the HMPA.
e The mitigation measures that will be applied if an impact on the HMPA is predicted.

Until we have this information, we also reserve our position on our involvement in the
preparation of documents for post-consent activities including Written Schemes of
Investigation or Protocols for Archaeological Discoveries.

Historic Environment Scotland
06 August 2025

Historic Environment Scotland — Longmore House, Salisbury Place, Edinburgh, EH9 1SH
Scottish Charity No. SC045925
VAT No. GB 221 8680 15
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To: MD Marine Licensing

Subject: SCR-0105 - CMAL (per Royal HaskoningDHV) - Harbour Improvement Works - Kilchoan Ferry Terminal -
Consultation on Request for Screening Opinion — Response Required by 12 August 2025

Date: 05 August 2025 12:32:28
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Our Ref: CLC181097

Your Ref: SCR-0105

Dear

THE MARINE WORKS (ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT) (SCOTLAND)
REGULATIONS 2017 (“the MW EIA Regulations”)

CONSULTATION UNDER PART 2, REGULATION 10(5) OF THE MW EIA
REGULATIONS

SCR-0105 - CMAL (per Royal HaskoningDHV) - Harbour Improvement Works -
Kilchoan Ferry Terminal

Thank you for your consultation on the above screening request dated 22 July 2025.
We provide advice on Protected Areas below.

Summary

We advise that this proposal has the potential to result in significant effects on
Protected Areas. We therefore consider that, with respect to our interests, the
above proposed works are an EIA project as defined in the MW EIA Regulations.
However, due to the small scale and duration of the proposed works, our opinion
is that information relating to impacts to Protected Areas can be provided in a
focussed EIA report concentrating (for protected areas) on the issues above.
Alternatively, if it is determined that an EIA is not required, we consider that this
information could be provided in the form of a targeted environmental report
focussing (in relation to protected areas) on the issues below.

Appraisal of impacts and our advice

Inner Hebrides and the Minches Special Area of Conservation (SAC)

The proposed dredging and piling works lie within the Inner Hebrides and the Minches
SAC protected for its harbour porpoise. Harbour porpoise are considered to be sensitive
to underwater noise (e.g. from dredging and piling). Advice to support management of
this SAC is to reduce the risks of disturbance to harbour porpoise from activities
associated with high source levels of underwater noise (e.g. pile-driving and blasting)
using best practice mitigation.

We consider that underwater noise created during the proposed works has the potential
to result in Likely Significant Effects to harbour porpoise connected with this SAC.
Based on the information provided, we believe that impacts will be relatively short-term
in nature.

Potential impacts to this Protected Area will require thorough assessment to inform the
project design and layout, any mitigation required, and determination of any subsequent
application. Please note that the above does not list all potential impacts on the
environment, and so there may be other impacts that would require assessment.
Please note that this advice is given without prejudice to a full and detailed
consideration of the impacts of the proposal if submitted for formal consultation as part
of the EIA or licensing process.

The advice in this email is provided by NatureScot, the operating name of Scottish
Natural Heritage.

Yours sincerely

hl Operations Officer — Coastal Infrastructure | she/her

NatureScot | Fodderty Way | Dingwall Business Park | Dingwall | IV15 9XB | t: 01463 725298
NadarAlba | Slighe Fhodhraitidh | Pairc Gnothachais Inbhir Pheofharain | Inbhir Pheofharain | IV15
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From: Planning.North

To: MD Marine Licensing

Subject: PCS-20006275 SEPA Response to SCR-0105
Date: 22 July 2025 13:50:40
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To Whom It May Concern,

Marine (Scotland) Act 2010
SCR-0105 - screening request for harbour improvement works, Kilchoan ferry
terminal, Acharacle

Thank you for the above consultation. Based on the information provided, it
appears that this application falls below the thresholds for which SEPA provide
site specific advice. Please refer to our standing advice and other guidance which
is available on our website. In addition, please also refer to our SEPA standing
advice for the Department for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy and
Marine Scotland on marine consultations available here.

If there is a significant site-specific issue, not addressed by our guidance or other
information provided on our website, with which you would want our advice, then
please reconsult us highlighting the issue in question and we will try our best to
assist.

from

Senior Planning Officer

Scotlish Envirenment
Prr:ntm:! on AHLHLY

For the future of our environment
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