
Appendix One
Consultation Responses



Highland Council



 

 Aquaculture & Coastal Development Planning Officer 
Phone: (01463) 702000 Mobile:  

Email:  Web: www.highland.gov.uk 
 

Marine Directorate  

 

 

Please ask for:  

 

Marine Licensing Operations Team  

Scottish Government  

Marine Laboratory  

Aberdeen 

AB11 9DB  

Direct phone:  

Your ref: SCR-0113-CMAL  

Our ref: 25/03622/MAR 

Date: 14th October 2025 

  

Dear ,  

THE MARINE WORKS (ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT)(SCOTLAND) 

REGULATIONS 2017 (“the MW EIA Regulations”) 

 

CONSULTATION UNDER PART 2, REGULATION 1-(5) OF THE MW EIA 

REGULATIONS 

Thank you for consulting the Highland Council on the above proposal. This was registered 

on the 23rd September 2025. We have reviewed the accompanying information and have the 

following comments. 

We understand that this consultation arises from the applicants request for Marine 

Directorate to reconsider their previous screening determination under the Marine Works 

(Environmental Impact Assessment)(Scotland) Regulations 2017. In that earlier case, Marine 

Directorate determined that an EIA would  be required for the proposed works at Kilchoan 

ferry terminal, following the submission of further information by the applicant in response 

to consultation comments from Historic Environment Scotland (HES) and NatureScot.  

 

The Highland Council provided its consultation response to the original screening request on 

12th August 2025. A separate screening application for the same development was received 

on the 6th August 2025, and a decision notice confirming that an EIA was not required was 

issued to the applicant on the 15th September 2025. A copy of this decision notice is 

attached for reference, and the EIA screening checklist can be provided if required.  

 

It is noted from HES’s earlier consultation response that the applicant did not identify the 

Mingary Historic Marne Protected Area (HMPA) within their original screening report. The 

subsequent information provided by the applicant now addresses this omission and outlines 

how the proposed dredging and terminal improvement operations will avoid any 

disturbance, damage, or removal of the designated wreck or surrounding sediments with the 

HMPA.  
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The applicant confirmed that updated modelling, based on a uniform distribution 

assumption, demonstrates that even under a worst-case scenario, dispersing 820m3 of 

material uniformly over a 1km radius, the resultant deposition thickness would be negligible 

and unlikely to result in burial or smothering effects. It should be noted that no modelling 

report to confirm these results were submitted with the consultation request and while this 

approach may be acceptable in principle, we advise that HES should be reconsulted to 

provide expert overview of the model outputs, assumptions and conclusions relating to the 

HMPA to ensure potential impacts have been robustly assessed.  

It is acknowledged and supported that any dredge spoil should be reused within the 

development where feasible however, where on site reuse is not possible, a dredge disposal 

site must be identified following completion of a Best Practicable Environmental Option 

assessment, consistent with Marine Scotland’s guidance on dredging and disposal licensing. 

It is also accepted that there are no licensed dredge disposal sites within the immediate 

vicinity of the Mingary HMPA.  

NatureScots response to the original consultation advised that the proposed works 

constitute an EIA project under the Marine Works (Environmental Impact Assessment) 

(Scotland) Regulations 2017. The site lies within several designated areas, including the Inner 

Hebrides and the Minches Special Area of Conservation (SAC), the Ardnamurchan Site of 

Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) and the Loch Sunart to the Sound of Jura Nature 

Conversation Marine Protected Areas (NC MPA).  

NatureScot’s consultation response contained within the Marine Directorate Decision Notice 

dated the 28th August 2025 focused primarily on the Inner Hebrides and the Miches SAC, 

which is designated for protection of harbour porpoise. We agree that a thorough 

assessment of potential impacts, including appropriate risk assessments for underwater 

noise and disturbance, should be undertaken and submitted with any future application.  

We note the applicant’s subsequent response, which indicates that the proposed works are 

anticipated to last only a matter of weeks and are therefore temporary in nature. On this 

basis, any potential environmental effects are likely to be of a limited duration and are not 

considered significant by the applicant. Moreover, the impacts will be addressed through the 

HRA process, which will assess potential effects on the SAC and will sufficiently address any 

potential impacts on the qualifying features of the SAC. It is welcomed that there will be a 

Marine Mammal Observer (MMO) to conduct prestart observations, and soft start 

procedures in place to further reduce impact. 
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It will, however, remain the responsibility of NatureScot to review these proposals and 

confirm whether the measures proposed by the applicant are sufficient to ensure that the 

works will not adversely affect the integrity of the SAC or its qualifying features.   

In addition to the above considerations, we can confirm that there are no known significant 

contaminated land issues which impact the proposed development. However, as with any 

dockland area there is potential for Made Ground infill and potentially contaminated soils 

which can be disturbed during groundworks and dredging. There may be hydrocarbon 

impact should fuel storage or fuelling activities have taken place in the vicinity and this 

should be investigated with mitigation measures established as part of the Construction 

Environmental Management Plan.   

Yours sincerely 

 
 

Aquaculture & Coastal Planner  

 

 

  



Historic Environment Scotland







NatureScot
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From:
Sent: 30 September 2025 12:37
To: MD Marine Licensing
Subject: SCR-0113 - CMAL (per Royal HaskoningDHV) - Harbour Improvement Works - 

Kilchoan Ferry Terminal - Consultation on Request for Screening Opinion – 
Response Required by 14 October 2025

Attachments: PC-HAS-XX-KN-LT-EV-1053-SCR-0105 - CMAL - Harbour Improvement Works - 
Kilchoan Ferry Terminal.pdf; CLC181097 - SCR-0105 - CMAL (per Royal 
HaskoningDHV) - Harbour Improvement Works - Kilchoan Ferry Terminal - 
Consultation on Request for Screening Opinion – Response as sent 5 August 2025 
(A5323277).msg

Our Ref: CEA181825  
Your Ref: SCR-0113  
 
Dear   
 
THE MARINE WORKS (ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT) (SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 
2017 (“the MW EIA Regulations”)  
CONSULTATION UNDER PART 2, REGULATION 10(5) OF THE MW EIA REGULATIONS  
SCR-0113 - CMAL (per Royal HaskoningDHV) - Harbour Improvement Works - Kilchoan Ferry Terminal 
 
Thank you for your consultation on the above screening request dated 25 September 2025. We have reviewed 
the information provided, including the letter from the applicant in response to your previous screening 
opinion.  
 
Our previous advice (attached) remains unchanged. Based on the level of informaƟon provided, we cannot agree 
with the developer that impacts to harbour porpoise will not be significant. We advise that there is a likely 
significant effect on the harbour porpoise feature of the Inner Hebrides & the Minches SAC, and so the proposed 
works are an EIA project.  However, due to the small scale and duration of the proposed works, our opinion 
is that information relating to impacts to Protected Areas can be provided in a focussed EIA report 
concentrating (for protected areas) on the issues above.   
 
This advice is based on  

- Harbour porpoise are present in relatively high densities in the area around the proposed activity.  
- Harbour porpoise are highly sensitive to underwater noise, and there is a risk of auditory injury and 

disturbance.  
- Some of the proposed activities have the potential to produce relatively high levels of underwater noise, 

which have not been quantified at this stage.  
- There is very little information provided on construction methods, but it is likely that all methods will 

produce underwater noise to some extent.  
 
Please note that this advice is given without prejudice to a full and detailed consideration of the impacts of the 
proposal if submitted for formal consultation as part of the EIA or licensing process.   
 
The advice in this email is provided by NatureScot, the operating name of Scottish Natural Heritage.  
 
Yours sincerely  

  

 | OperaƟons Officer – Coastal Infrastructure | she/her  

NatureScot | Fodderty Way | Dingwall Business Park | Dingwall | IV15 9XB | t:   



Scottish Environment Protection Agency
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From: Planning.North <Planning.North@sepa.org.uk>
Sent: 24 September 2025 10:30
To: MD Marine Licensing
Cc:
Subject: PCS-20006815 SEPA Response to SCR-0105

To Whom It May Concern, 
 
Marine (Scotland) Act 2010 
SCR-0105 - screening request for harbour improvement works, Kilchoan ferry terminal, Acharacle 
 
Thank you for the above consultation. Based on the information provided, it appears that this 
application falls below the thresholds that SEPA provide site specific advice for. Please refer to 
our standing advice and other guidance, which is available on our website. In addition, please 
refer to our SEPA standing advice for the Department for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy 
and Marine Scotland on marine consultations available here. 
 
If there is a significant site-specific issue that you would like our advice on, which is not addressed 
by our guidance or other information provided on our website, then please reconsult us clearly 
highlighting the specific issue and we will try our best to assist. 
 
from 

 
Senior Planning Officer 

 

Disclaimer 
The information contained in this email and any attachments may be confidential and is intended solely for the use of 
the intended recipients. Access, copying or re-use of the information in it by any other is not authorised. If you are not 
the intended recipient, please notify us immediately by return email to postmaster@sepa.org.uk. Registered office: 
SEPA, Angus Smith Building, 6 Parklands Avenue, Eurocentral, Holytown, North Lanarkshire, ML1 4WQ. 
Communications with SEPA may be monitored or recorded or released in order to secure the effective operation of 
the system and for other lawful purposes. 
 
Dh’fhaodadh gum bi am fiosrachadh sa phost-d seo agus ceanglachan sam bith a tha na chois dìomhair, agus cha bu 
chòir am fiosrachadh a bhith air a chleachdadh le neach sam bith ach an luchd-faighinn a bha còir am fiosrachadh 
fhaighinn. Chan fhaod neach sam bith eile cothrom fhaighinn air an fhiosrachadh a tha sa phost-d no a tha an cois a’ 
phuist-d, chan fhaod iad lethbhreac a dhèanamh dheth no a chleachdadh arithist. Mura h-ann dhuibhse a tha am 
post-d seo, feuch gun inns sibh dhuinn sa bhad le bhith cur post-d gu postmaster@sepa.org.uk. Togalach Aonghais 
Mhic a' Ghobhainn, 6 Craobhraid Parklands, Eurocentral, Baile a' Chuilinn, Siorrachd Lannraig a Tuath, ML1 4WQ. 
Faodar conaltradh còmhla ri SEPA a sgrùdadh no a chlàradh no a sgaoileadh gus obrachadh èifeachdach an t-
siostaim a ghlèidheadh agus airson adhbharan laghail eile. 




