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NatureScot



Cameron House, Albany Street, Oban, Argyll PA34 4AE 
Taigh Chamshron, Sràid Albanaidh, An t-Òban, Earra-Ghàidheal PA34 4AE 

 01463 72500  nature.scot 

NatureScot is the operating name of Scottish Natural Heritage 

By email: MD.MarineLicensing@gov.scot 

15 August 2025 

Your ref: SCR-0106 

Our ref: CEA181154 

Dear Marine Directorate 

THE MARINE WORKS (ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT) (SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2017 

(“the EIA Regulations”) 

CONSULTATION UNDER PART 2, REGULATION 10(5) OF THE EIA REGULATIONS 

SCR-0106 - Tobermory Ferry Terminal – Screening 

Thank you for consulting us on the above proposal dated 29 July 2025. 

Marine Directorate Licensing Operations Team (MD-LOT) has requested NatureScot’s opinion as to 

whether works at Tobermory Ferry Terminal are an EIA project as defined in the EIA Regulations. 

The proposed works (hereafter referred to as “the proposal”) are: construction of an aligning 

structure; installation of shore power; extension of the marshalling area and are part of 

Caledonian Maritime Assets Ltd.’s (SMAL) Small Vessel Replacement Programme (SVRP). 

We agree with the conclusion in the screening report that an EIA is not required and have the 

following comments to make regarding the ecological interests potentially impacted: 

Designated Sites 

Inner Hebrides and the Minches Special Area of Conservation (SAC)’s, harbour porpoise (Phocoena 

Phocoena) protected interest could be subject to disturbance from the potential impact of the 

proposal in relation to underwater noise resulting from piling and revetment works. We note that 

piling would be temporary and for a short period only. We also note that underwater noise 

impacts would be managed using the standard mitigation measures, in line with the statutory 

nature conservation agency protocol for minimising the risk of injury to marine mammals from 

piling noise.  Other marine mammals could also be impacted by this possible disturbance and so a 

European Protected Species (EPS) license to disturb marine mammals should be applied for. We 
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advise that a Habitat Regulations Appraisal (HRA) for harbour porpoise in the Inner Hebrides and 

the Minches SAC should be carried out, to support this licence application. It is likely that a marine 

mammal observer will be required during the piling and revetment works. 

We note that there could be changes to water quality from dredging activity which could affect 

prey availability for harbour porpoise. We also note and appreciate that the applicant will discuss 

and agree potential impacts with us. 

Our advice is that the proposal is not capable of affecting the protected features of Loch Sunart to 

the Sound of Jura Nature Conservation Marine Protected Area (NC MPA), either directly or 

indirectly. Further assessment is, therefore, not required. 

There is no evidence to suggest that the flapper skate is impacted by underwater noise. Flapper 

skate are unlikely to be in the vicinity of the development since the water here is quite shallow 

and flapper skate have an affinity with deep (100 m+) glaciated channels on the seabed. In the 

event that a flapper skate is in the vicinity of the piling or revetment works and is impacted by the 

noise it is likely to move away and return later, when these works are complete. 

European Protected Species 

As mentioned above marine mammals in addition to harbour porpoise could be disturbed by the 

proposal, so the application for an EPS licence to disturb marine mammals should cover the 

following species: 

• harbour porpoise

• bottlenose dolphin (Tursiops truncatus)

• short-beaked common dolphin (Delphinus delphis)

• minke whale (Balaenoptera acutorostrata)

• fin whale (Balaenoptera physalus)

• killer whale (Orcinus orca)

• otter (Lutra lutra)

Basking shark (Cetorhinus maximus) 

Basking shark could be subject to disturbance from the potential impact of the proposal in relation 

to underwater noise resulting from both piling and the revetment works. In addition to being a 

PMF, the basking shark is listed on the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended) and so the 

applicant needs to apply for a basking shark licence. More information is available here: 

https://www.nature.scot/plants-animals-and-fungi/fish/sea-fish/basking-shark. 

Please do contact me, should you wish to discuss the contents of this response. 



Yours faithfully 

Nicola Hunter 

Nicola Hunter 

Operations Officer - Operations West 

 [Redacted]



Scottish Environmental Protection Agency



From: Planning.North
To: MD Marine Licensing
Cc: Andrew Kyle
Subject: PCS-20006329 SEPA Response to SCR-0106
Date: 12 August 2025 08:59:08
Attachments: image.png

To Whom It May Concern,

Marine Works (Environmental Impact Assessment) (Scotland) Regulations 2017
SCR-0106
Caledonian Maritime Assets Ltd (Per Haskoning UK Ltd) - Tobermory Ferry
Terminal - Consultation on request for screening opinion
Tobermory Ferry Terminal

Thank you for the above consultation. SEPA do not routinely provide EIA
screening advice.

Based on the information provided, it appears that this application falls below the
thresholds for which SEPA provide site specific advice. Please refer to our
standing advice and other guidance which is available on our website. In addition,
please also refer to our SEPA standing advice for the Department for Business,
Energy and Industrial Strategy and Marine Scotland on marine consultations
available here.

If there is a significant site-specific issue, not addressed by our guidance or other
information provided on our website, with which you would want our advice, then
please reconsult us highlighting the issue in question and we will try our best to
assist.

I trust these comments are of assistance - please do not hesitate to contact me if
you require any further information.

Kind regards,
Zoe Griffin
Senior Planning Officer

Disclaimer
The information contained in this email and any attachments may be confidential and is intended

mailto:Planning.North@sepa.org.uk
mailto:MD.MarineLicensing@gov.scot
mailto:Andrew.Kyle@gov.scot
https://www.sepa.org.uk/environment/land/planning
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.sepa.org.uk%2Fmedia%2Ftjmk0ihr%2Fstanding-advice-for-the-dbeis-md.docx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK

For the future of our environment





solely for the use of the intended recipients. Access, copying or re-use of the information in it by any
other is not authorised. If you are not the intended recipient, please notify us immediately by return
email to postmaster@sepa.org.uk. Registered office: SEPA, Angus Smith Building, 6 Parklands
Avenue, Eurocentral, Holytown, North Lanarkshire, ML1 4WQ. Communications with SEPA may be
monitored or recorded or released in order to secure the effective operation of the system and for
other lawful purposes.

Dh’fhaodadh gum bi am fiosrachadh sa phost-d seo agus ceanglachan sam bith a tha na chois
dìomhair, agus cha bu chòir am fiosrachadh a bhith air a chleachdadh le neach sam bith ach an
luchd-faighinn a bha còir am fiosrachadh fhaighinn. Chan fhaod neach sam bith eile cothrom
fhaighinn air an fhiosrachadh a tha sa phost-d no a tha an cois a’ phuist-d, chan fhaod iad lethbhreac
a dhèanamh dheth no a chleachdadh arithist. Mura h-ann dhuibhse a tha am post-d seo, feuch gun
inns sibh dhuinn sa bhad le bhith cur post-d gu postmaster@sepa.org.uk. Togalach Aonghais Mhic a'
Ghobhainn, 6 Craobhraid Parklands, Eurocentral, Baile a' Chuilinn, Siorrachd Lannraig a Tuath, ML1
4WQ. Faodar conaltradh còmhla ri SEPA a sgrùdadh no a chlàradh no a sgaoileadh gus obrachadh
èifeachdach an t-siostaim a ghlèidheadh agus airson adhbharan laghail eile.
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Historic Environment Scotland – Longmore House, Salisbury Place, Edinburgh, EH9 1SH 
 
 
Scottish Charity No. SC045925 
VAT No. GB 221 8680 15 
 

 

By email to: 
MD.MarineLicensing@gov.scot 
 
Andrew Kyle  
Marine Licensing Casework Officer 
Licensing Operations Team 
Marine Directorate 
 

Longmore House 
Salisbury Place 

Edinburgh 
EH9 1SH 

 
Enquiry Line: 0131 668 8716 
HMConsultations@hes.scot 

 
Our case ID: 300081645 

Your ref: SCR-0106 
27 August 2025 

 
Dear Andrew Kyle 
 
The Marine Works (Environmental Impact Assessment) (Scotland) Regulations 2017 
SCR-0106 - Caledonian Maritime Assets Ltd (Per Haskoning UK Ltd) -  
Tobermory Ferry Terminal 
Screening 
 
Thank you for consulting us on this Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) screening 
request, which we received on 29 July 2025, and the clarification email of 26 August 2025.  
This letter contains our comments for our historic environment interests.  That is World 
Heritage Sites, scheduled monuments and their setting, category A-listed buildings and 
their setting, inventory gardens and designed landscapes, inventory battlefields and historic 
marine protected areas. 
 
From 1 January 2025 we no longer provide advice on undesignated underwater cultural 
heritage.  This includes the preparation of documents for post-consent activities including 
Written Schemes of Investigation or Protocols for Archaeological Discoveries.  For EIA 
projects, the relevant competent authority must ensure that they have access to sufficient 
expertise to examine the EIA Report in accordance with the relevant regulations. 
 
The relevant local authority archaeological and conservation advisors will also be able to 
offer advice on historic environment impacts.  This may include topics covered by our 
advice-giving role, and also other topics such as unscheduled archaeology, category B and 
C listed buildings, and conservation areas. 
 
Our advice 
 
We understand that the proposed works at Tobermory Ferry Terminal mainly comprise a 
proposed aligning structure c. 90m in length, extension of the marshalling area through 
reclamation of c. 350m2 between the Mishnish Pier and the RNLI berth, as well as new 
substation and LV switchgear with a height of c. 3m on the land side of the marshalling 
area.   
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Historic Environment Scotland – Longmore House, Salisbury Place, Edinburgh, EH9 1SH 
 
 
Scottish Charity No. SC045925 
VAT No. GB 221 8680 15 
 

 

We have reviewed the information received.  We have not identified any potentially 
significant effects on our historic environment interests and therefore have no reason to 
consider the proposals to be EIA development. 
 
We hope this is helpful.  If you would like to submit more information about this or any other 
proposed development to us for comment, please send it to our consultations mailbox, 
hmconsultations@hes.scot.  If you have questions about this response, please contact 
Adrian Lee at  
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
Historic Environment Scotland  

[Redacted]



Local Authority - Argyll and Bute Council

U456996
Underline



From: Lodge, Mark
To: Andrew Kyle; Holdstock, Lorraine
Subject: Re: SCR-0106 - Caledonian Maritime Assets Ltd (Per Haskoning UK Ltd) - Tobermory Ferry Terminal -

Consultation on request for screening opinion - Consultation Ended
Date: 22 August 2025 10:50:56
Attachments: image001.png

Classification: OFFICIAL

Good Morning Andrew,

Thank you for consulting Argyll and Bute Council on the above screening request for works
at Tobermory Ferry Terminal.

I can confirm that as Planning Authority, Argyll and Bute Council have also received a
screening request for the above works from the applicants agents, and will provide a
response to them directly.

From a Marine and Coastal Development policy perspective the proposals are  not
considered to constitute EIA development. 

Best Regards

Mark

Mark Lodge BA(hons) MRTPI
Team Leader,
Development Policy
Development and Economic Growth
Argyll & Bute Council.

T:   01546 604280
E:  

W: www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/ldp2

[Redacted]

mailto:Mark.Lodge@argyll-bute.gov.uk
mailto:Andrew.Kyle@gov.scot
mailto:Lorraine.Holdstock@argyll-bute.gov.uk
http://www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/ldp2

N Scottish Government
- Riaghaltas na h-Alba

Inthe service
of Scotland

* ho

Innovation  Collaboration





	Blank Page
	HES response SCR-0106.pdf
	The Marine Works (Environmental Impact Assessment) (Scotland) Regulations 2017
	SCR-0106 - Caledonian Maritime Assets Ltd (Per Haskoning UK Ltd) -  Tobermory Ferry Terminal
	Screening
	Our advice





