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CONSENT VARIATION — VALIDATION OF APPROPRIATE ASSESSMENT

1 Consent Details

Company Name: Seagreen Alpha Wind Energy Limited

Site Details: Seagreen Alpha and Bravo Offshore
Windfarms, Firth of Forth

Date Existing Consent Issued: 10 October 2014 (as varied on 28
August 2018, 10 October 2022, and 20
December 2022) (“the Existing
Consents”)

Date of Existing Appropriate Assessment (“AA”): 10 October 2014, as validated on 16
September 2022 (“the Existing AA”)

2 Summary of proposed variation application:

Section 36 (“s.36) consents for Seagreen Alpha and Seagreen Bravo offshore wind
farms (“the Development”) were granted to Seagreen Alpha Wind Energy Limited (“the
s.36 Consent Holder”) on 10 October 2014 (and subsequently varied on 28 August
2018, 10 October 2022 and 20 December 2022) under s.36 of the Electricity Act 1989
(“the Existing Consents”). Marine licences were also granted for the Seagreen Alpha
generating station, the Seagreen Bravo generating station and for the associated
transmission infrastructure. A second transmission licence was granted for Phase 1A
of the Development in December 2021. Both transmission licences were subsequently
varied to permit two of the five Offshore Substation Platforms (“OSPs”) to be built out
under the Phase 1A transmission licence, and three of the five OSPs to remain on the
Seagreen Alpha and Bravo (Phase 1) transmission licence.

Phase 1 of the Development, which comprises 114 Wind Turbine Generators
(“WTGs”) across Alpha and Bravo, is now operational. Phase 1A of the Development,
which comprises 36 WTGs across Alpha and Bravo, is consented under the Existing
Consents however construction has not yet commenced.

Seagreen Wind Energy Limited (“SWEL”) (“the Company”), on behalf of the s.36
Consent Holder has requested to vary the Existing Consents, to delay the start date of
Phase 1A such that the commencement of Phase 1A of the Development must be a
date no later than nine years eight months from the commissioning of the first WTG,
so that construction of Phase 1A will take place in a construction window between
January 2029 and December 2032. There is to be no variation to the physical
parameters of WTGs or any other component included within the Existing Consents
(“the Variation Application”). Commissioning of the first WTG took place on 23 August
2022.




In addition to this, SWEL confirmed that all piling is to be removed from the design
envelope, with suction caisson foundations being the sole foundation type taken
forward for the Phase 1A WTGs.

Within the Report to Inform the Appropriate Assessment (“RIAA”) submitted in support
of the Variation Application, the Forth Islands Special Protection Area (“SPA”) and
Outer Firth of Forth and St Andrews Bay Complex SPA (“OFFSAB”) were screened in
for assessment. The RIAA concluded that likely significant effect (“LSE”) could not be
ruled out due to increased vessel related disturbance. The RIAA considers that, when
considered alone, there will be no material change in the impacts above those already
considered in the Existing AA. In terms of in combination with other projects, the RIAA
states that with the change in construction window, there may be a temporal overlap
with the construction phase of other offshore wind projects, notably Berwick Bank,
Ossian and Muir Mhor, however vessels are expected to remain within established and
frequently used navigation routes, minimising the footprint of the additional
disturbance. The RIAA concludes that vessel-related disturbance associated with the
Variation Application, alone and in combination with other projects will result in no
Adverse Effect on Site Integrity (“AE0SI”) of Forth Islands SPA and OFFSAB.

With regard to Special Areas of Conservation (“SACs”), the Firth of Tay and Eden
Estuary SAC, Isle of May SAC, Berwickshire and North Northumberland Coast SAC,
and Moray Firth SAC were screened in for assessment. In agreement with NatureScot
(operating name of Scottish National Heritage), the RIAA concluded that no
underwater noise modelling or IPCoD was required due to the removal of piling from
the project design. The RIAA states that when considered alone, the Variation
Application will result in no increased impact on marine mammals. However, there
could potentially be LSE on the marine mammal features of the sites due to
underwater noise in combination with Berwick Bank. The RIAA considers that as the
project design has been updated to remove all instances of piling, instead using
suction caisson foundations, the impacts from underwater noise due to piling are
assessed as negligible and therefore unlikely to result in in-combination effects with
other offshore wind farm projects. Additionally, the RIAA set out that the Variation
Application only constitutes a change in the Seagreen 1A construction timetable, with
no change to the duration of the construction or operation phase, and vessel
disturbance from individual trips is likely to be of limited spatial and temporal duration,
with a rapid recovery. Disturbance from vessel noise and impacts from non-piling
underwater noise were both assessed in 2012 and 2022 and concluded to be of
negligible significance. Since suction caisson foundations will now be used and no
piling activity will take place for Phase 1A of the Development, the RIAA concluded
that there will be no AEoSI) either alone or in combination with other plans or projects
for any of the aforementioned SACs.

Due to the limited spatial extent of pressures associated with the Variation Application,
the RIAA considered there to be no LSE on the remaining ornithological sites and
features assessed in the Existing AA. Furthermore, the remaining SACs assessed in
the Existing AA do not have harbour seal, grey seal or bottlenose dolphin as protected
features and therefore the RIAA considered there to be no LSE from the Variation
Application. As such, provided the mitigation measures previously secured remain in
place, the conclusions of the Existing AA remain valid in that there will be no AEoSI
and therefore they have not been considered further.
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3 Summary of consultation responses — in relation to European protected sites:

NatureScot advised that it was broadly content that the proposed change to the
construction programme will not result in significant impacts on ornithology. However, it
did raise concerns regarding in-combination impacts on OFFSAB with Berwick Bank,
West of Orkney, Ossian and Muir Mhor.

NatureScot stated that the following qualifying species of OFFSAB may be susceptible
to disturbance from vessel activity: common scoter, velvet scoter, eider, long-tailed
duck, goldeneye, red-breasted merganser, red-throated diver, Slavonian grebe and
shag. NatureScot concluded no AEoSI on the aforementioned qualifying species for
OFFSAB because the number of additional vessel trips contributed by the Variation
Application would not be sufficient to cause significant disturbance of these species.

NatureScot raised concerns regarding in-combination impacts with other projects
including Berwick Bank, West of Orkney, Ossian and Muir Mhor due to the potential
overlap of construction activities / vessel movements with the same timeframe as Phase
1A of the Development. NatureScot advised that if ports are used for the construction
phase of Phase 1 that necessitate transit through OFFSAB, then further monitoring must
be adopted within OFFSAB for the species outlined above.

NatureScot confirmed that providing:

e acondition is attached to the section 36 consent requiring the Company to submit
an OFFSAB Monitoring Plan for approval by the Scottish Ministers, should they
intend to route vessel traffic through the OFFSAB, and that Phase 1A of the
Development shall only be commenced where the Scottish Ministers have
confirmed to the Company that the monitoring requirements have been met and
that the mitigation measures to be taken are satisfactory; and

o the existing Vessel Management Plan (“VMP”) condition is revised to include the
requirement for the VMP to be informed by the results of monitoring as set out in
the approved OFFSAB Monitoring Plan,

then the Existing AA remains valid in its conclusion of no AEoSI for the remainder of the
site/species assessed either alone or in combination.

With regard to marine mammals and fish and shellfish, NatureScot advised that no
underwater noise modelling or iPCoD modelling is required given that SWEL has
committed to remove all piling from Phase 1A of the Development. NatureScot advised
that there is limited potential for negative impacts through injury or disturbance and there
will be no significant effects on marine mammals or fish and shellfish receptors as a
result of the Variation Application.

NatureScot agreed with the conclusions of the RIAA submitted in support of the Variation
Application that the Existing AA remains valid in its conclusions that there will be no
AEOoSI alone or in combination for any of the SACs screened in given that piling is
removed from the project design.

Finally, NatureScot confirmed that it was content that the Existing AA would remain valid
in its conclusion of no AEoSI for the remainder of the site/species assessed either alone
or incombination and that no further assessment was required.
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4 Summary of other information in relation to European protected sites (MSS
responses, external reports).

No other responses received in relation to European protected sites.

5.10rnithology

Updated in-combination assessment for Outer Firth of Forth and St Andrews Bay

Updated in-combination assessment:

Complex SPA and Forth Islands SPA

a) New plans or projects — Offshore windfarms

Project

Description

Berwick Bank Offshore
Wind Farm

The Works is for the construction and operation of an offshore energy
generating station, with an anticipated generating capacity of 4.1
gigawatts (“GW?”). The offshore generating station is proposed to
have an operational lifetime of up to 35 years.
https://marine.gov.scot/ml/berwick-bank-offshore-wind-farm

Culzean Floating
Offshore Wind Turbine
Pilot Project

Construction and operation of one floating offshore WTG with a
maximum generating capacity of 3 megawatts (“MW?”). The turbine
will be connected to the existing Culzean Central Processing Facility
Platform. It will take approximately one month for the pre-
construction, construction and installation of the WTG, moorings, and
cable installation activities which are proposed to take place in Q3,
2025.

Forthwind Demonstration
Project

A single test and demonstration offshore WTG with an installed
capacity of 20MW, as well as a metmast, located approximately
1.5km sea ward of Mean High Water Springs (“MHWS”) level of the
northern shore of the Firth of Forth at Methil, Scotland. Construction
is yet to commence.

Green Volt Offshore Wind
Farm and Associated
Transmission
Infrastructure

This INTOG project consists of up to 35 WTGs 80 kilometre (“km”) off
the Aberdeenshire coast with a cable to landfall near Peterhead and
another export cable to the Buzzard platform. Construction to is due
to commence in 2027 with the project becoming operational in the
late 2020s.

Hywind Scotland Pilot
Park

'Hywind Scotland Pilot Park Project’ will involve the installation of five
6MW floating wind turbine generator units and will be expected to
produce up to 135GW hour per year of electricity.

Muir Mhor Offshore windfarm to be located off the Aberdeenshire coast and will
comprise approximately 67 floating WTGs with a generating capacity
of 1000MW. Construction is yet to commence.

Ossian Offshore windfarm to be located east of Stonehaven, off the

Aberdeenshire coast, and will comprise up to 265 floating WTGs
with a generating capacity of 3.6GW.
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Inch Cape Offshore Wind
Farm (revised design)

A maximum of 72 WTGs will be installed 15-22km from the Angus
coastline. Construction on the Inch Cape project has commenced as
of June 2025. https://marine.gov.scot/ml/inch-cape-offshore-
windfarm-revised-design

Pentland Floating
Offshore Wind Farm

A floating offshore windfarm with an installed capacity of around
100MW within the Pentland Firth, approximately 7.5km seaward of
MHWS at Dounreay, Caithness. The windfarm will consist of up to 6
floating offshore WTG structures and associated floating
substructures. Offshore construction activities are anticipated to
commence in 2027. Project will take 14 months to complete and will
be operational for a period of 25 years.

West of Orkney

West of Orkney Windfarm located approximately 28km from the west
coast of Hoy, Orkney and 23km from the north coast of Scotland
within the N1 Plan Option. Construction due to commence in Q2
2027.

b) New plans or projects — Non-Offshore windfarms

Project

Description

Arbroath Harbour -
Maintenance Dredging
and Sea Deposit

3 Year maintenance dredge exemption and sea deposit licence for
Arbroath Harbour. 20640 wet tonnes to be deposited per year at
Arbroath sea deposit site FO020.

Balfour Beatty - Forth Rail
Bridge

Bridge Maintenance.

Berwick Bank Offshore
Wind Farm - Offshore
Transmission
Infrastructure (Part 2)

Offshore transmission infrastructure for the Berwick Bank Offshore
Wind Farm (Part 2) comprising two offshore substation platforms and
an interconnector cable. https://marine.gov.scot/ml/berwick-bank-
offshore-wind-farm

Berwick Bank Offshore
Wind Farm - Offshore
Transmission
Infrastructure (Part 1)

Offshore transmission infrastructure for the Berwick Bank Offshore
Wind Farm (Part 1) comprising up to eight offshore substation
platforms, interconnector cables, up to eight offshore export cables
and associated scour and rock protection.
https://marine.gov.scot/ml/berwick-bank-offshore-wind-farm

Cambois Cable
Connection

Construction and operation of up to four High Voltage Direct Current
(“HVDC”) export cables from up to two offshore converter station
platforms within Berwick Bank Wind Farm to landfall at Cambois,
Northumberland. A range of trenching tools may be used, and cable
protection will be used where target burial cannot be achieved.
Proposed to begin in Q4 2026 with completion expected in Q4 2029.

Capital dredging of East
Ness Berth, Inverkeithing
and Sea Deposit at
Oxcars B deposit site
FO043

Capital dredge of 6,000 wet tonnes with deposit at Oxcars B deposit
site between 12 February 2025 and 12 February 2026.

Construction and
maintenance of slipway
and sea wall - North West
Slipway, St Andrews
Harbour

Engineering operations to repair and reinstate a section of the North
West Slipway at St Andrews Harbour.
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Forth Ports Ltd -
Maintenance Dredging
and Sea Disposal - Port
of Kirkcaldy

Sea disposal of maintenance dredge spoil from Port of Kirkcaldy of
63,000 wet tonnes of material over 3 years. Dredging is usually
undertaken over the high water period for a duration of an
approximately 5 to 8 day period twice a year, or as required, and
timed to to coincide with dredging at Leith, Rosyth, Methil and
Newhaven, as the same plant is used. Dredge disposal site Kirkcaldy
FOO045.

Granton Harbour
Redevelopment

Reconstruction of the revetment, construction of a new quay wall,
extension of the western breakwater and creation of a 340 berth
marina. Dredging of 156,564 wet tonnes, a small amount will be
reused within the land reclamation and the remainder will be
deposited between Oxcars Maine (FO041) and Narrow Deep B
(FOO038) deposit sites.

Inch Cape Offshore
Windfarm - Boulder
Clearance and UXO ID

Pre-construction boulder clearance and Unexploded Ordnance
(“UXO”) Identification (“ID”) of the array array and Export Cable
Corridor (“ECC”) for Inch Cape Offshore Windfarm between Q3 2025
and Q4 2027. It is anticipated that 20,000 boulders will be moved.
UXO ID will be carried out using Multi-beam Echo Sounder and Ultra-
Short Baseline.

Inch Cape Offshore
Windfarm - UXO
Clearance

Pre-construction UXO clearance of the array array and export cable
corridor for Inch Cape Offshore Windfarm between Q3 2025 and Q4
2027. It is anticipated that a maximum of 85 UXO targets will require
clearance, with 75 using low order clearance methods and up to 10

requiring high order clearance.

Leith Outer Berth -
Additional Works

Extension and expansion at the Port of Leith Outer Berth including
construction of a retaining wall, capital dredging and deposit of
dredged material at the Narrow Deep B designated sea deposit site.
3,807,000 wet tonnes of material to be dredged and deposited
between 15 March 2024 and 31 December 2026.

Maintenance Dredge and
Sea Deposit, Port of
Granton

Deposit of 21,000 wet tonnes between September 2024 and
September 2027 at Oxcars Main, A & B. Dredging campaigns will
take place over 4 or 5 days in Spring and Autumn as necessary.
Variation of 00010652.

Maintenance dredging
and sea deposit - Port of
Rosyth

Deposit of 520,000 tonnes of wet maintenance dredge sediment each
year for three years at the Oxcars deposit sites.

Marine Farm - Stulaigh
South, South Uist

Deposit of a fishfarm consisting of 6 ring cages and a feed barge.

MOWI Scotland - Finfish
Farm - Northeast Rum

Marine farm comprised 8 160m ring cages, 30 grid moorings, 15
marked buoys and 1 feed barge.

MOWI Scotland Ltd -
Finfish Farm - Isle of
Muck

Marine farm comprised eight ring cages of 160m circumference, 30
grid moorings, 15 marked buoys and a feed barge.

MOWI Scotland Ltd - Fish
Farm - Creag an T-
sagairt, Loch Hourn

Marine farm comprised 8 ring cages, 1 feedbarge, 1 raft, 3 boat
moorings and 30 grid moorings.

Native Oyster restoration
trial project

Reintroduction of native oysters in the Firth of Forth. Restoration
Forth propose to reintroduce native oysters, a Priority Marine Feature
at 2 locations (Inchkeith and Inchmickery) over the summer and
autumn of 2024 with monitoring ongoing into 2026.

Organic Sea Harvest -
Eilean Flodigarry -
Deposit of Marine Farm

Deposit of a marine farm at Eilean Flodigarry, Flodigarry, Isle of Skye,
including 10 ring rages, 1 feed barge and 24 grid moorings.

Port of Leith -
Maintenance Dredging
and Sea Deposit

260,000 wet tonnes of maintenance dredgings to be taken from Port
of Leith to Narrow Deep B Deposit Site per year for a period of 3
years.
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Royal National Lifeboat
Institution (RNLI) - Marine
Construction - Anstruther
Harbour

Construction of new lifeboat station and associated ramp.

Scottish Sea Farms Ltd -
Finfish Farm - Fiunary,
Sound of Mull

Variation to licence for marine farm comprised 8 120m ring cages, 21
grid moorings, 5 boat moorings, 1 feedbarge and pole supported top
nets.

Scottish Sea Farms Ltd -
Marine Farm Variation -
Wyre, Gairsay Sound,
Orkney

Variation of marine farm licence to deposit 9 x ring cages (120m
circumference), 1 feed barge and 22 grid moorings.

Seagreen Wind Energy
Limited - Dropped Anchor
Removal - nearshore
area of Seagreen export
cable, Carnoustie.

The removal of four dropped anchors from the seabed within the area
of the Seagreen Alpha and Bravo Offshore Wind Farms export
cables. Works to be carried out over the space of a week between
August 2025 and August 2026.

SEGL 1 HVDC Cable and
Cable Protection

HVDC cable between Torness in East Lothian and Hawthorn Pit in
County Durham. Works are proposed to start in January 2025 and
complete by December 2027.

Tay Road Bridge Joint

Various maintenance works for the Tay Road Bridge over 5 years

Board - Tay Road Bridge
Maintenance - Tay Road
Bridge Dundee

c) Updated in combination assessment for Outer Firth of Forth and St
Andrews Bay Complex SPA and Forth Islands SPA

A review has been carried out of all the projects which currently have an active or open
application for a marine licence, section 36 consent or European Protected Species
(“EPS”) licence which potential for LSE has been identified on the qualifying interests of
the same SPAs as are affected by the Variation Application.

A number of licences to carry out periodic maintenance dredging and sea deposit of
dredged material have been issued and will have LSE on the qualifying interests of the
same SPAs as the Variation Application, however any impact from these projects will
be minor and short term and therefore not have a significant contribution to in-
combination effects with the Variation Application.

There are also a number of active marine licences to deposit fish farms which will have
LSE on the same SPAs as the Variation Application, however effects from these projects
are minor and not likely to lead to significant in-combination effects with the Variation
Application.

Marine licences have also been issued for maintenance of Tay Road Bridge and Forth
Rail Bridge, and native oyster reintroduction in the Firth of Forth, Inch Cape Offshore
Windfarm boulder clearance and UXO ID, and Inch Cape Offshore Windfarm UXO
Clearance, Anstruther Harbour Lifeboat Station, construction and maintenance of
slipway and sea wall at St Andrews Harbour, and dropped anchor removal in the
nearshore area of Seagreen export cable. These plans and projects will have LSE on
the qualifying interests of the same SPAs as the Variation Application, however these
works are all small scale and any residual impacts will be very localised so will not
contribute significantly to in-combination effects with the Variation Application.
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The following projects were not assessed in the 2022 AA validation or have since been
significantly varied since the 2022 and were identified as having an LSE on the qualifying
interests of the Forth Islands SPA:

e Berwick Bank

e Cambois Cable Connection

e Culzean Floating Offshore Wind Turbine Pilot Project

e Forthwind Demonstration Project

e Green Volt Offshore Wind Farm and Associated Transmission
Infrastructure

e Hywind Scotland Pilot Park

e Inch Cape Offshore Wind Farm (revised design)

e Leith Outer Berth - Additional Works

e Pentland Floating Offshore Wind Farm

o West of Orkney

e Berwick Bank Offshore Wind Farm - Offshore Transmission
Infrastructure (Part 2)

e Berwick Bank Offshore Wind Farm - Offshore Transmission

Infrastructure (Part 1)
e SEGL 1 HVDC Cable and Cable Protection
e Granton Harbour Redevelopment

The Scottish Ministers conclude that, providing any conditions of the AAs for the above
projects are adhered to, any in-combination effects will not have an AEoSI of the Forth
Islands SPA

The following projects were not assessed in the 2022 AA validation or have since been
significantly varied since the 2022 AA validation and have been identified as having an
LSE on OFFSAB:

Cambois Cable Connection

Culzean Floating Offshore Wind Turbine Pilot Project
Forthwind Demonstration Project

Green Volt Offshore Wind Farm and Associated Transmission
Infrastructure

Hywind Scotland Pilot Park

Inch Cape Offshore Wind Farm (revised design)
Leith Outer Berth - Additional Works

Muir Mhor

Ossian

Pentland Floating Offshore Wind Farm

SEGL 1 HVDC Cable and Cable Protection

Granton Harbour Redevelopment

The Scottish Ministers conclude that, providing any conditions of the AAs for the above
projects are adhered to, any in-combination effects will not have an AEoSI| of OFFSAB.

Additionally, the following projects were also not assessed in the 2022 AA validation
and have been identified as having a likely significant effect on OFFSAB:
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e Berwick Bank Wind Farm

e Berwick Bank Offshore Wind Farm Offshore Transmission
Infrastructure (Parts 1 and 2)

e Ossian

e  Muir Mhor

e West of Orkney

The Scottish Ministers conclude that, providing any conditions of the AAs for the above
projects are adhered to, and the conditions set out in section 7 of this AA validation are
adhered to, any in-combination effects will not have an AEoSI of OFFSAB.

5.2 Marine Mammals

Updated in-combination assessment for Firth of Tay and Eden Estuary SAC, Isle of
May SAC, Berwickshire and North Northumberland Coast SAC and Moray Firth
SAC

a) New plans or projects — Offshore Windfarms

Project Description

Beatrice Offshore Wind Operational offshore windfarm comprised 84 WTGs located in the
Farm outer Moray Firth 13.5km from the Caithness Coast.

Berwick Bank Offshore The Works is for the construction and operation of an offshore energy
Wind Farm generating station, with an anticipated generating capacity of 4.1GW.

The offshore generating station is proposed to have an operational
lifetime of up to 35 years.

Forthwind Demonstration | A single test and demonstration offshore wind turbine with an
Project installed capacity of 20MW, as well as a metmast, located
approximately 1.5km sea ward of MHWS level of the northern shore
of the Firth of Forth at Methil, Scotland. Construction is yet to

commence.

Green Volt Offshore Wind | This INTOG project consists of up to 35 WTGs 80km off the

Farm and Associated Aberdeenshire coast with a cable to landfall near Peterhead and

Transmission another export cable to the Buzzard platform. Construction to is due

Infrastructure to commence in 2027 with the project becoming operational in the
late 2020s.

Hywind Scotland Pilot 'Hywind Scotland Pilot Park Project' will involve the installation of five

Park 6 MW floating wind turbine generator units and will be expected to

produce up to 135 GW hour per year of electricity.

Inch Cape Offshore Wind | A maximum of 72 WTGs will be installed 15-22km from the Angus
Farm (revised design) coastline. Construction on the Inch Cape project has commenced as
of June 2025. https://marine.gov.scot/ml/inch-cape-offshore-
windfarm-revised-design

Moray East Offshore The current design envelope is for a maximum generating capacity of
Wind Farm up to 1,116MW and for a maximum of 186 WTGs. The proposals are
located on the Smith Bank in the outer Moray Firth (approximately
22km from the Caithness coastline, in water depths of 38 - 57m). The
operational lifespan of the wind farms is expected to be 25 years. The
three proposed wind farm sites: the Telford, Stevenson and MacColl
wind farms lie within the Eastern Development Area, part of Zone 1 of
Round 3 leasing agreements in the UK Renewable Energy Zone.
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Substructure and foundation design for the wind turbines will consist
of either a mixture of, or one design option of: concrete gravity base

foundation with ballast and a gravel/grout bed, or steel lattice jackets
with pin piles. Construction work is now complete..

Moray West Offshore
Wind Farm

A maximum of 60 WTGs will be installed off the Caithness coast. The
project is currently under construction and due to be operational by
June 2025.

Neart na Gaoithe
Offshore Wind Farm
(revised design)

An operational offshore wind farm comprised 54 WTGs located 15-
22km from the Angus coastline.

Pentland Floating
Offshore Wind Farm

A floating offshore windfarm with an installed capacity of around 100
megawattsMW within the Pentland Firth, approximately 7.5km
seaward of MHWS at Dounreay, Caithness. The windfarm will consist
of up to 6 floating offshore WTG structures and associated floating
substructures. Offshore construction activities are anticipated to
commence in 2027. Project will take 14 months to complete and will
be operational for a period of 25 years.

b) New plans or projects — Non-Offshore Windfarms

Project

Description

Aberdeen North and
South Harbour
Maintenance Dredging
and Sea Deposit

Dredging of 428500 wet tonnes, deposit at Aberdeen designated sea
deposit site, CR110.

Aberdeenshire Council

(per EnviroCentre Ltd) -
Maintenance Dredging

and Sea Deposit, Banff
Harbour

Maintenance dredge of Banff Harbour and sea deposit at Macduff
(CR050) deposit site. 10,000 wet tonnes to be dredged annually
between May 2025 and May 2027.

Arbroath Harbour -
Maintenance Dredging
and Sea Deposit

3 Year maintenance dredge exemption and sea deposit licence for
Arbroath Harbour. 20640 wet tonnes to be deposited per year at
Arbroath sea deposit site FO020.

Ardersier Port Ltd (Per
EnviroCentre Ltd) -
Capital Dredging & Sea
Deposit - Ardersier Port

Dredging of up to 8,600,000 wet tonnes, with 400,000 for beneficial
reuse and the remaining material being deposited at licensed deposit
sites Burghead (CR030), Whiteness Sands B (CR023) & Whiteness
Sands C (CR021). Works will take place between March 2025 and
September 2026.

Balfour Beatty - Bridge
Maintenance - Tay Rail
Bridge

Bridge maintenance works.

BEAR Scotland - Bridge
Maintenance Works -
Kessock Bridge,
Inverness-shire

Maintenance activities including but not limited to scour repairs,
fender replacement and painting.

BEAR Scotland Ltd -
Bridge Maintenance - A9
Cromarty Bridge,
Culbokie

10 year bridge maintenance works to carriageway and walkways.

Beatrice Offshore Wind
Farm Geophysical
Surveys

Benthic and geophysical surveys for approximately 4 months per
year from 1 January 2024 to 31 December 2027. Beatrice Offshore
Wind Farm became fully operational in June 2019.

Berwick Bank Offshore
Wind Farm - Offshore
Transmission
Infrastructure (Part 1)

Offshore transmission infrastructure for the Berwick Bank Offshore
Wind Farm (Part 1) comprising up to eight offshore substation
platforms, interconnector cables, up to eight offshore export cables
and associated scour and rock protection.

Berwick Bank Offshore
Wind Farm - Offshore

Offshore transmission infrastructure for the Berwick Bank Offshore
Wind Farm (Part 2) comprising two offshore substation platforms and
an interconnector cable.
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Transmission
Infrastructure (Part 2)

BP North East Offshore
Wind Limited Array Area
and Export Cable
Corridor Geophysical
Surveys EPS Licence
Application

Geophysical survey of Flora Offshore Wind Farm array area and
export cable corridor. Surveys due to be complete by 31 May 2028.

Capture and Release of
Seals

SMRU proposed to capture and release a total of X seals for
research tagging purposes between October 2022 and 08 January
2026.

Cullen Harbour
Maintenance Dredging
and Deposit of Dredged
Material

Dredge and deposit of up to 7000 wet tonnes per year for 3 years.

Eastern Inner Dock
Quay, Port of Nigg -
Quayside Construction

Creation of an Inner berth to existing dock to provide a quay suitable
for ship berthing. New quay — 290m long and 36m wide. The works
will take approximately two years to complete, the anticipated start
dates for work is Jan 2025.

Forth Ports Ltd -
Maintenance Dredging
and Sea Disposal - Port
of Kirkcaldy

Sea disposal of maintenance dredge spoil from Port of Kirkcaldy of
63,000 wet tonnes of material over 3 years. Dredging is usually
undertaken over the high water period for a duration of an
approximately 5 to 8 day period twice a year, or as required, and
timed to to coincide with dredging at Leith, Rosyth, Methil and
Newhaven, as the same plant is used. Dredge disposal site Kirkcaldy
FOO045.

Geophysical Surveys -
Moray FLOW Park

Geophysical surveys to assess the seabed conditions within buffer
zones around both the North and South Moray FLOW Park sites
within the Moray Firth.

Global Energy Nigg Ltd
Maintenance Dredge &
Sea Deposit

Maintenance dredge at the port facility and approaches at Nigg on
the Cromarty Firth with deposit at site CRO 019. 140,000 wet tonnes
over three years.

Granton Harbour
Redevelopment

Reconstruction of the revetment, construction of a new quay wall,
extension of the western breakwater and creation of a 340 berth
marina. Dredging of 156564 wet tonnes, a small amount will be
reused within the land reclamation and the remainder will be
deposited between Oxcars Maine (FO041) and Narrow Deep B
(FOO038) deposit sites.

Inch Cape Offshore
Windfarm - Boulder
Clearance and UXO ID

Pre-construction boulder clearance and UXO ID of the array array
and ECC for Inch Cape Offshore Windfarm between Q3 2025 and
Q4 2027. It is anticipated that 20,000 boulders will be moved. UXO
ID will be carried out using Multi-beam Echo Sounder and Ultra-Short
Baseline.

Inch Cape Offshore
Windfarm - UXO
Clearance

Pre-construction UXO clearance of the array array and export cable
corridor for Inch Cape Offshore Windfarm between Q3 2025 and Q4
2027. It is anticipated that a maximum of 85 UXO targets will require
clearance, with 75 using low order clearance methods and up to 10

requiring high order clearance.

Invergordon Service
Base Phase 5

Construction to extend quay with piled wall, rock armour and infill to
increase laydown area with additional construction of heavy load
pad, RoRo area and widening of access. Sept 2025 - Sept 2030.

Invergordon Service
Base Phase 5
Development

Capital Dredging and Deposit of 1,854,150 wet tonnes at Sutors.

Leith Outer Berth -
Additional Works

Extension and expansion at the Port of Leith Outer Berth including
construction of a retaining wall, capital dredging and deposit of
dredged material at the Narrow Deep B designated sea deposit site.
3,807,000 wet tonnes of material to be dredged and deposited
between 15 March 2024 and 31 December 2026.

Marine Directorate — Licensing Operations Team, Scottish
Government, 375 Victoria Road, Aberdeen, AB11 9DB
www.gov.scot/collections/marine-licensing-and-consent/ 11

INVESTORS IN PECPLE™ B8 disabiity e

We invest in people Silver LEADER 1 4



Montrose Port -
Maintenance Dredging
and Sea Deposit

246,000 wet tonnes of maintenance dredgings to be taken from
Montrose Port to Montrose Bay Trial Deposit site or Lunan Bay
Deposit Site per year for a period of 3 years

Moray Council - Buckie
Harbour - Capital Dredge
& Sea Deposit

Capital dredge and deposit of 168,000 wet tonnes of harbour
dredged material, 56,000 pa for 3 years. Deposit at BUCKIE deposit
site, CR-040.

Moray Council -
Burghead Harbour -
Maintenance dredge and
sea deposit

Deposit of 60,000 wet tonnes of harbour dredged material, 20,000 pa
for 3 years at BURGHEAD deposit site, CR-030.

Moray Council -
Findochty Harbour -
Maintenance dredge and
sea deposit

Dredge and disposal of a maximum 7000 wet tonnes per year for
three years at the Buckie disposal site.

Moray Council -
Hopeman Harbour -
Maintenance dredge and
sea deposit

Maintenance dredge and deposit of 21,000 wet tonnes of harbour
dredged material, 7,000 pa for 3 years. Deposit at BURGHEAD
deposit site, CR-030

Moray Council -
Portknockie Harbour -
Maintenance dredge and
sea deposit

Maintenance dredge and deposit of 21,000 wet tonnes of harbour
dredged material, 7,000 pa for 3 years. Deposit at BUCKIE deposit
site, CR-040.

Plough dredging -
Cromarty Firth

Dredging of three locations around the Invergordon Service Base
within the Cromarty Firth to a total of 386,000T over three years.

Port of Inverness -
Maintenance Dredging
and Sea Disposal

Dredge and deposit of a maximum of 60,000 tonnes over three
years. Dredging will only take place between 01 July and 30
September each year.

Port of Leith -
Maintenance Dredging
and Sea Deposit

260,000 wet tonnes of maintenance dredgings to be taken from Port
of Leith to Narrow Deep B Deposit Site per year for a period of 3
years.

Royal National Lifeboat
Institution (“RNLI”) -
Marine Construction -
Anstruther Harbour

Construction of new lifeboat station and associated ramp.

Seagreen Offshore
Transmission Asset Final
Construction and
Operations and
Maintenance Activities

Construction of the landfall duct burial for the offshore transmission
assets ("OTA") and associated operation and maintenance activities
including geophysical surveys and repairs of the OTA (including the
export cable and offshore substation platform). Total duration
anticipated to be up to five months in 2024, two months in 2025 and
two months in 2026.

Seagreen Wind Energy
Limited, Dropped Anchor
Removal, nearshore area
of Seagreen export
cable, Carnoustie.

The removal of four dropped anchors from the seabed within the
area of the Seagreen Alpha and Bravo Offshore Wind Farms export
cables. Works to be carried out over the space of a week between
August 2025 and August 2026.

Shell UK Ltd - acoustic
inspection survey of
nearshore pipelines, St
Fergus Gas Terminal

Acoustic inspection survey of four nearshore pipelines connected to
St Fergus Gas Terminal over 2 days between 21 July 2025 and 31
October 2025.

St Andrews Links Trust -
Sand Removal, West
Sands Beach

Removal by excavator of 1700 tonnes of sand per year for use on
the local golf courses and minor dune cordon repairs following storm
damage. Removal activity is generally carried out between
November and March, and is not expected to be carried out for more
than 9 days over the course of any year.

Tay Road Bridge Joint
Board - Tay Road Bridge
Maintenance - Tay Road
Bridge Dundee

Various maintenance works for the Tay Road Bridge over 5 years.
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c) Updated in combination assessment for Firth of Tay and Eden Estuary SAC, Isle
of May SAC, Berwickshire and North Northumberland Coast SAC and Moray
Firth SAC

A review has been carried out of all the projects which currently have an active marine
licence, section 36 consent or EPS licence and associated AA which identified LSE on
the qualifying interests of the same designated sites as are affected by the Variation
Application.

A number of licences to carry out periodic maintenance dredging and sea deposit of
dredged material have been issued and will have LSE on the qualifying interests of the
same designated sites as the Variation Application, however any impact from these
projects will be minor and short term and therefore not have a significant contribution to
in-combination effects with the Variation Application.

A marine licence was also issued for acoustic inspection survey of nearshore pipelines
at St Fergus Gas Terminal, however these works are anticipated to be complete by 31
October 2025 and so there will be no in-combination effects with the Variation
Application.

Marine licences have also been issued for the Tay Rail Bridge, Tay Road Bridge,
Kessock Bridge and Cromarty Bridge maintenance works, dropped anchor removal,
sand removal at West Sands Beach and the construction of a new lifeboat station at
Anstruther Harbour. These works will have LSE on the qualifying interests of one or
more of the same SACs as the Variation Application. However, as the works are small
scale and any residual impacts will be very localised, they will not contribute significantly
to in-combination effects with the Variation Application.

EPS licences have been issued for geophysical surveys at the Moray FLOW Park and
BP’s Flora Offshore Windrarm array rea and export cable corridor, and Inch Cape
Offshore Windfarm UXO and boulder clearance actitivities. A seal licence was also
issued for the capture and release of seals. These works will have LSE on the qualifying
interests of one or more of the same SACs as the Variation Application. However, as
the works are short in duration, they are unlikely to contribute to in-combination effects
with the Variation Application.

An EPS licence was issued for the Seagreen offshore transmission asset final
construction and operations and maintenance activities. These works will have LSE on
the qualifying interests of one of more of the same SACs as the Variation Application.
However, the final construction activity under this licence is now complete and Seagreen
Alpha and Bravo Phase 1 is operational, so it is therefore unlikely that there will be any
in-combination effects between this project and the Variation Application on the
qualifying features of the above SACs.

The following projects were not assessed in the 2014 AA or have since been
significantly varied since the 2014 AA and were identified as having a likely significant
effect on one or more of the above SACs:

e Beatrice Offshore Wind Farm
e Beatrice Offshore Windfarm Geophysical Surveys
e Berwick Bank Offshore Wind Farm
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e Berwick Bank Offshore Wind Farm - Offshore Transmission Infrastructure
(Part 1)

e Berwick Bank Offshore Wind Farm - Offshore Transmission Infrastructure
(Part 2)

e Forthwind Demonstration Project

e Granton Harbour Redevelopment

Green Volt Offshore Wind Farm and Associated Transmission

Infrastructure

Hywind Scotland Pilot Park

Inch Cape Offshore Wind Farm (revised design)

Invergordon Service Base Phase 5 Development

Leith Outer Berth works

Moray East Offshore Windfarm

Moray West Offshore Wind Farm

Neart na Gaoithe Offshore Wind Farm (revised design)

Pentland Floating Offshore Wind Farm

Port of Nigg - Quayside Construction

The Beatrice, Moray East, Moray West and Neart na Goithe offshore windfarms are
currently in their operational phases. This means that the noisy activities associated with
construction, such as piling, will be complete. The Company has also committed to
remove piling from the Seagreen 1A project envelope associated with the Variation
Application. It is therefore unlikely that there will be any in-combination effects between
these projects and the Variation Application on the qualifying features of the above
SACs.

The Scottish Ministers conclude that, providing any conditions of the AAs for all the
above projects are adhered to, and the conditions set out in section 7 of this AA
validation are adhered to, any in-combination effects will not have an AEoSI of the above
SACs.

6 Conclusion - Consideration of whether AA completed for the original decision is
still valid:

MD-LOT concludes that the Existing AA would remain valid in its conclusion of no
AEoSI of the Forth Islands SPA, OFFSAB, Firth of Tay and Eden Estuary SAC, Isle of
May SAC, Berwickshire and North Northumberland Coast SAC or Moray Firth SAC,
either alone or in combination with other projects, providing the conditions listed in
Section 7 are adhered to.

MD-LOT further concludes that, the Existing AA remains valid in its conclusion of no
AEoSI for the remainder of the site/species assessed either alone or in combination
with other projects.

7 Requirement for conditions to prevent AEoSI:
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The requirement for the below conditions is as a result of NatureScot’s advice regarding
mitigation measures to ensure that there will be no AEoSI of the Outer Firth of Forth and
St Andrews Bay Complex SPA or any of the SACs listed above.

The Existing Consents already include the requirement for a Vessel Management Plan
(“WMP”). However, condition 15 as set out below is intended to replace condition 15 as
written in the Existing Consents to cover the additional requirements in relation to
monitoring and mitigation for the Outer Firth of Forth and St Andrews Bay Complex SPA.
This condition still complies with the requirements and condition wording set out as an
outcome of the Existing AA.

The conditions below relate to HRA concerns as well as covering other interests. The
conditions here are written in their complete form and so may also refer to non-HRA
interests. Where reference is made to other conditions, these are numbered as per the
condition numbers which will be used in the section 36 consent if granted. Defined terms
used in the conditions below will have the meaning given to them in the section 36
consent variation, if granted.

35.1f the Company intends to route vessel traffic within the Outer Firth of Forth and
St Andrews Bay Complex Special Protection Area (“OFFSAB”) in respect of
Phase 1A of the Development, the Company must, prior to the commencement
of construction of Phase 1A of the Development, undertake pre-construction
monitoring within the OFFSAB for common scoter, velvet scoter, eider, long-
tailed duck, goldeneye, red-breasted merganser, red-throated diver, Slavonian
grebe and shag to understand species distributions, populations and locations of
moulting birds.

The Company must submit a monitoring plan for the OFFSAB (“OFFSAB
Monitoring Plan”), in writing, to the Scottish Ministers for their written approval.
Monitoring cannot take place until such approval is granted. Such approval may
only be granted following consultation by the Scottish Ministers with NatureScot,
and any such other advisors or organisations as may be required at the discretion
of the Scottish Ministers.

The OFFSAB Monitoring Plan must include the following:

a) A detailed description of the monitoring to be undertaken;

b) Timescales for monitoring results to be submitted to the Scottish
Ministers; and

c) Details of how the monitoring results will be used to inform spatial and/or
seasonal mitigation requirements to be set out in the Vessel Management
Plan (“WMP”) in respect of Phase 1A of the Development depending on
selection of port(s) and vessel transit routes.

The Company must ensure that the results of the OFFSAB monitoring are
available no later than six months prior to the Commencement of Phase 1A of
the Development to inform the mitigation measures set out in the VMP. Phase
1A of the Development shall only be commenced where the Scottish Ministers
have confirmed to the Company that the monitoring requirements have been met
and that the mitigation measures to be taken are satisfactory.
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Reason: To understand and inform the mitigation measures required to avoid an
adverse effect on the Outer Firth of Forth and St Andrews Bay Complex Special
Protection Area.

15.The Company must, no later than 6 months prior to the Commencement of the
Development submit a Vessel Management Plan (“VMP”), in writing, to the
Scottish Ministers for their written approval. Such approval may only be granted
following consultation by the Scottish Ministers with the JNCC, SNH, WDC and
any such other advisors or organisations as may be required at the discretion of
the Scottish Ministers. The Development must, at all times, be constructed and
operated in accordance with the approved VMP (as updated and amended from
time to time by the Company). Any updates or amendments made to the VMP by
the Company must be submitted, in writing, by the Company to the Scottish
Ministers for their written approval.

The VMP must include, but not be limited to, the following details:

a. The number, types and specification of vessels required;

b. Working practices to minimise the use of ducted propellers;

c. How vessel management will be coordinated, particularly during
construction but also during operation; and

d. Location of working port(s), how often vessels will be required to transit
between port(s) and the Site and indicative vessel transit corridors
proposed to be used during construction and operation of the
Development.

In respect of Phase 1A of the Development only, if the Company intends to route
vessel traffic associated with construction of Phase 1A of the Development within
the OFFSAB, the VMP submitted in respect of Phase 1A must be informed by
the results of monitoring as set out in the approved OFFSAB Monitoring Plan
described in condition 35 and must include spatial and/or seasonal mitigation
depending on selection of ports and vessel transit routes.

The confirmed individual vessel details must be notified to the Scottish Ministers
in writing no later than 14 days prior to the Commencement of the Development
and thereafter, any changes to the details supplied must be notified to the
Scottish Ministers, as soon as practicable, prior to any such change being
implemented in the construction or operation of the Development.

The VMP must, so far as is reasonably practicable, be consistent with the CMS,
the EMP, the PEMP, the NSP, and the LMP.

To be read alongside Condition 34

36.No piling may be undertaken during Phase 1A of the Development.

| Name | Assessor or Approver | Date
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Anna Shenton

Assessor

24/10/2025

Jane Kidd

Approver

13/11/2025
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