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1 NON-TECHNICAL SUMMARY 

1.1 AOC Archaeology Group was commissioned by Scottish Water to undertake an Archaeological Desk-Based 

Assessment (DBA) and Walkover Survey with regard to a proposed programme of water main extension at 

Lochportain, North Uist. The Proposed Pipeline Route, hereafter referred to as “the Route”, lies within the 

local authority administrative area of the Western Isles Council. 

1.2 The DBA has indicated that there are significant remains of prehistoric, medieval, and post-medieval date to 

survive within the study area. However, the Route is sited some distance from the previously known sites and 

mostly runs through areas with unfavourable ground conditions for buried archaeological remains. 

1.3 Large parts of the Route run alongside the existing unnamed road, through roadside verges and ditches. These 

areas have Low potential to uncover buried archaeological remains due to the likelihood of encountering 

previously disturbed ground. Where the Route runs through undisturbed ground, due to the unfavourable 

natural ground conditions, it is thought to have Low potential for direct impacts to either upstanding or buried 

remains. Only one part of the Route runs through a small area of post-medieval settlement, which has 

evidence for upstanding ruinous remains.  

1.4 Walkover survey of the Route has confirmed that there is Medium potential for direct impacts to one area of 

post-medieval structures. In line with national and local planning policies (see section 2.4), as the pipeline 

route has been relatively undeveloped, mitigation measures for their protection have been recommended. 

 

2 INTRODUCTION 

2.1 Proposed Development Route 

2.1.1 The Route is located on the northeast side of the Isle of North Uist in the Outer Hebrides, between NF 88581 

73142 to NF 95219 74262 (Figure 1). The proposed alignment for the water main renewal comprise 

approximately 12km of pipeline between Tobha Beag and the A865 road junction near Loch an Duin.  

2.2 Topographical & Geological Conditions 

2.2.1 The Route runs mostly alongside the unnamed single track road running east from the junction at the A865 

to Tobha Beag. The landscape is formed of predominantly rough, open peatlands with numerous lochs. Small 

areas of improved ground are present around the modern settlement, which consists of isolated dwellings. 

There is little change in elevation along the Route, with most of the area lying at around 10-20m above 

ordnance datum (AOD).  

2.2.2 According to the British Geological Survey GeoIndex (BGS 2025), the Route is underlain by Lewisian Complex 

- Gneiss formed approximately 542 to 4000 million years ago. The superficial deposits along the Route 

comprise peat, a sedimentary deposit formed between 2.588 million years ago and the present during the 

Quaternary period. There are no recorded boreholes within the vicinity of the Route. 

2.3 Development proposal 

2.3.1 Scottish Water proposes to extend and renew approximately 12km of water mains. The exact details of the 

development proposal are not known to AOC Archaeology Group. New open-cut trenching will be taking 

place in two sections: Cheese Bay to Loch Portain and Braigh Cheallasaigh to Loch an Duin.  

2.4 Government and local planning policies and guidance 

National Planning Policy  

2.4.1 The statutory framework for heritage in Scotland is outlined in the Town and Country Planning (Scotland) Act 

1997, as amended in the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) (Scotland) Act 1997 and the 

Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Areas Act 1979 both of which are modified by the Historic 

Environment (Amendment) (Scotland) Act 2011.  
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2.4.2 The implications of these Acts with regard to local government planning policy are described within National 

Planning Framework 4 (NPF4) (Scottish Government 2023), Historic Environment Policy for Scotland (Historic 

Environment Scotland 2019) and Planning Advice Notes (PAN) for Scotland. SPP, HEPS and PAN 2/2011 

‘Archaeology and Planning' (Scottish Government 2011) deal specifically with planning policy in relation to 

heritage. The planning guidance expresses a general presumption in favour of preserving heritage remains in 

situ. Their ‘preservation by record’ (i.e. through excavation and recording, followed by analysis and 

publication, by qualified archaeologists) is a less desirable alternative. SPP expresses the following policy 

principles: 

“The planning system should: 

promote the care and protection of the designated and non-designated historic environment (including 

individual assets, related settings and the wider cultural landscape) and its contribution to sense of place, 

cultural identity, social well-being, economic growth, civic participation and lifelong learning; and 

enable positive change in the historic environment which is informed by a clear understanding of the 

importance of the heritage assets affected and ensure their future use. Change should be sensitively managed 

to avoid or minimise adverse impacts on the fabric and setting of the asset, and ensure that its special 

characteristics are protected, conserved or enhanced’ (Scottish Government 2014, Para 137). 

2.4.3 HEPS (Historic Environment Scotland 2019) sets out the Scottish Government’s policy for the sustainable 

management of the historic environment. The following policies from HEPS are most relevant to this 

assessment. 

HEP2 

Decisions affecting the historic environment should ensure that its understanding and enjoyment as well as 

its benefits are secured for present and future generations. 

HEP3 

Plans, programmes, policies and strategies and the allocation of resources should be approached in a way 

that protects and promotes the historic environment.  

If detrimental impact on the historic environment is unavoidable, it should be minimised. Steps should be 

taken to demonstrate that alternatives have been explored and mitigation measures should be put in place. 

HEP4 

Changes to specific assets and their context should be managed in a way that protects the historic 

environment. Opportunities for enhancement should be identified where appropriate.  

If detrimental impact on the historic environment is unavoidable, it should be minimised. Steps should be 

taken to demonstrate that alternatives have been explored, and mitigation measures should be put in place.  

Local Planning Policy – Outer Hebrides Local Development Plan 

2.4.4 The Outer Hebrides Local Development Plan (LDP) was adopted in November 2018, replacing and superseding 

the 2012 LDP. This document was put in place to guide development between 2018 and 2023. In addition, 

the Comhairle also adopted a Statutory Supplementary Guidance (2018). The Local Planning Policy contains 

the following policy which is relevant to the historic environment and this assessment: 

Policy NBH4 Built heritage 

All Development 

Development which preserves or enhances the architectural, artistic, commemorative or historic significance 

of built heritage assets will be supported. 

Where there is clear evidence of historic significance, development which would have a substantial adverse 

impact on this significance will only be permitted where it can be demonstrated that: 
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All reasonable measures will be taken to mitigate any loss of this significance; and 

Any lost significance which cannot be mitigated is outweighed by the social, economic, environmental or 

safety benefits of the development. (…) 

Policy NBH5  Archaeology 

Development proposals which preserve, protect or enhance the archaeological significance of heritage assets, 

including their settings, will be supported. (…) 

Policy NBH6  Historic Areas 

All Development should preserve or enhance the settings of Historic Area. (…) 

Conservation Areas 

There is a presumption in favour of the preservation of individual historic assets and the pattern of the wider 

historic environment. Proposals in a Conservation Area will be assessed with the aim of protecting, conserving 

and where possible, enhancing the built and natural environment (…) 

Conservation Area Consent 

No historic asset within a Conservation Area should be lost without adequate consideration of its local 

significance and that all means available to manage, conserve and achieve a sustainable use for it have been 

fully investigated and considered before proposals to demolish are seriously investigated.  

Where the demolition of an unlisted building is proposed within a Conservation Area, Conservation Area 

Consent must be applied for. A Conservation Area Consent application will be assessed against the criteria for 

the demolition of listed buildings, as set out in policy NBH4 Built Heritage (…) 

2.5 Planning considerations pertaining to the route  

2.5.1 The Local Planning Authority, Western Isles Council, is advised on archaeological matters by Mr Kevin 

Murphy. Any requirement for archaeological work either preceding or during development will be 

determined by Mr Kevin Murphy, on behalf of Western Isles Council.  

2.5.2 There are 5 Scheduled Monuments within the 1km Study Area: SM5806 Tigh Talamhant souterrain (DBA 1); 

SM5807 Dun Mhic Laithean dun (DBA 2); SM2349 Dun Torcuill dun (DBA 3); SM5854 Dun Nighean (DBA 4); 

SM5855 Loch na Caiginn dun and settlement (DBA 5). There are no listed buildings within the 1km Study Area. 

2.6 Limitations of Scope 

2.6.1 This assessment is based upon data obtained from publicly accessible archives as described in the Data 

Sources in Section 4.2. Heritage assets within 1km of the Route were identified. Data from the National Record 

of the Historic Environment (NRHE) was obtained in February 2025. The information presented in the 

gazetteer regarding known heritage assets is current to this date. 

2.6.2 It should be noted that this report has been prepared under the express instructions and solely for the use of 

the Scottish Water. All the work carried out in this report is based upon AOC Archaeology Group’s professional 

knowledge and understanding of current (February 2025) and relevant United Kingdom standards and codes, 

technology and legislation.  

2.6.3 Changes in these areas may occur in the future and cause changes to the conclusions, advice or 

recommendations given. AOC Archaeology Group does not accept responsibility for advising of Scottish 

Water or associated parties of the facts or implications of any such changes in the future. 
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3 OBJECTIVES 

3.1 The main objective of this assessment is to identify the archaeological and cultural heritage value of the 

routes of linear development at the Site of Lochportain, North Uist (NGR: between NF 88581 73142 to NF 

95219 74262) and to assess the likely significance of any direct impacts which may result as a consequence 

of the proposed development. This will be done by examining a variety of evidence for upstanding and buried 

remains of heritage interest including both designated and non-designated heritage assets within 1km of the 

Route. The evidence presented and the conclusions offered will provide a comprehensive basis for further 

archaeological investigation required at the Route. The results of this desk-based assessment will also help 

to inform any further mitigation proposals, should these be required.  

Assessment Criteria 

3.2 The assessment aims to identify the known and likely archaeological potential of the Route and the relative 

value or importance of such a resource / asset. The criteria for assessing these factors are laid out in detail in 

Appendix 1. 

3.3 The criteria for assessing archaeological potential are expressed in this report as ranging between the scales 

of High, Medium, Low and Uncertain, criteria for which are also noted in Appendix 1. 

3.4 Levels of importance in the report are expressed as ranging between the scales of High, Medium, Low, 

Negligible and Unknown. The importance of heritage assets is determined firstly by reference to existing 

designations – for example Scheduled Monuments are already classified as Nationally Important and 

therefore of High importance. For sites where no designation has previously been assigned, the likely 

importance of that resource has been based upon the available evidence and professional knowledge and 

judgement.   

3.5 The likely magnitude of the impact of the proposed development works is determined by identifying the 

degree of change from the proposed development upon the ‘baseline’ conditions of the Route and the 

heritage resource identified in the assessment. This impact can be either adverse (negative) or beneficial 

(positive) and is ranked according to the scale of major, moderate, minor, and negligible. 

 

4 METHODOLOGY 

4.1 Standards 

4.1.1 The scope of this assessment meets the requirements of current planning regulations set out in NPF4, HEPS 

and PAN2/2011, and local planning policy. 

4.1.2 AOC Archaeology Group conforms to the standards of professional conduct outlined in the Chartered 

Institute for Archaeologists' (CIfA) Code of Conduct (CIfA 2019), Professional Conduct (2019), the CIfA 

Standard and Guidance for Historic Environment Desk Based Assessment (CIfA 2017), and the CIfA Standard 

and guidance for commissioning work on, or providing consultancy advice on, archaeology and the historic 

environment (CIfA 2014). 

4.1.3 AOC Archaeology Group is a Registered Organisation of the CIfA. This status ensures that there is regular 

monitoring and approval by external peers of our internal systems, standards and skills development. 

4.1.4 AOC is ISO 9001: 2015 accredited, in recognition of the Company’s Quality Management System. 

4.2 Data sources 

4.2.1 The following data sources were consulted during preparation of this heritage impact assessment:  

Historic Environment Scotland: 

• For designated asset data. 

Comhairle nan Eilean Siar (Western Isles Council) HER / Canmore Database 

• For National Record of the Historic Environment data (NRHE); 
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National Map Library (National Library of Scotland, Causewayside, Edinburgh via https://maps.nls.uk/): 

• For old Ordnance Survey maps (1st & 2nd Edition, small- and large-scale) and pre-Ordnance 

Survey historical maps. 

National Collection of Aerial photography (NCAP): 

• For historic and modern aerial photography taken of the Route and surrounding area 

available through AOC Archaeology’s subscription to NCAP.   

4.3 Report structure 

4.3.1 Heritage assets referred to in the text are listed in the Gazetteer in Appendix 2. Each heritage asset has been 

assigned a ‘Asset No.' unique to this assessment, and the Gazetteer includes information regarding the type, 

period, grid reference, NRHE number, HER number, protective designation, and other descriptive 

information, as derived from the consulted sources.  

4.3.2 Each heritage asset referred to in the text is plotted on the location map (Figure 2), using the assigned DBA 

Asset Nos with the pipeline route lined in blue. The location of the route and assets is shown overlain on 

excerpts from historic mapping in Figures 3 – 4. Details of the pipeline route are shown on Figures 5 - 7.  

4.3.3 All heritage assets located within a 1km radius of the Route have been included in the assessment. The aim 

of this is to identify the potential for any direct impacts upon known heritage assets and to help predict 

whether any similar hitherto unknown archaeological remains may survive within the Route. Designated 

heritage assets within 1km of the redline boundary have also been identified to allow for an assessment of 

the potential for impacts upon their settings. 

4.3.4 All sources consulted during the assessment, including publications, archived records, photographic and 

cartographic evidence, are listed amongst the References in Section 7.  

 

5 ARCHAEOLOGICAL AND HISTORICAL EVIDENCE 

5.1 Unknown date 

5.1.1 There are 22 undated heritage assets within 1km of the Route. Assets DBA 9 and 13 are findspots of wooden 

objects of uncertain date discovered during the course of peat cutting. Peat cutting also revealed DBA 14, a 

possible clearance cairn. DBA 23 is recorded as the possible site of a chapel given nearby place names which 

refer to priests.  

5.1.2 DBA 25, DBA 31, DBA 32 and DBA 33 each relate to the location of an enclosure, farmstead or building 

present on the 1st edition OS 6-inch mapping of North Uist which were identified during the course of the 

RCAHMS First Edition Mapping Project. 

5.1.3 DBA 17 is recorded as a possible dun, however it is recorded as being in poor condition by 1965 with very 

little identifiable features surviving by this date. DBA 35 is recorded as the possible remains of a cairn and 

DBA 36 records a possible quarry pit. 

5.1.4 DBA 39-43 and DBA 46, DBA 47, DBA 48 and DBA 50 all record possible features identified during the course 

of Aerial Survey conducted by HES and RCAHMS in 2015 and 2016. This survey identified possible features 

such as buildings, a pond and a causeway. 

5.1.5 DBA 44 and DBA 45 are both shielings identified in 2021 as part of a wider evaluation conducted in order to 

survey all known shieling sites on North Uist. 

5.2 Prehistoric (8000BC-43AD); Roman (43AD-410); Early Historic (410AD-1066); Medieval 

(AD106-1600) 

5.2.1 Twelve assets of probable prehistoric, early historic, or medieval date were located within 1km of the Route, 

five of which are Scheduled Monuments. 

https://maps.nls.uk/
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5.2.2 Dun Mhic Laithean (DBA 2), Dun Torcuill (DBA 3), Dun Nighean (DBA 4) and Loch na Caiginn dun and 

settlement (DBA 5) comprise the remains of three scheduled duns situated on islands within lochs. Ruinous 

remains of stone structures survive on the islands and are accessed by man-made causeways. Duns are 

generally thought to be Iron Age in date, but there is growing evidence in the Western Isles for Iron Age duns 

to have earlier origins as Neolithic crannogs (Kevin Murphy, pers. comm.). There is also the potential for such 

sites to have been re-used into the early historic and medieval periods. Two other undesignated duns are also 

known in the 1km study area, comprising Loch Bru dun (DBA 11) and Loch Na Dubcha dun (DBA 17). DBA 17 

has not been dated securely and has been discussed above, although it is possible that it dates to the 

Prehistoric period. 

5.2.3 Tigh Talamhant souterrain (DBA 1) likely dates to the Iron Age and is an unusual example of a souterrain as it 

is sited only slightly above the winter level of a loch.  A second, possible, souterrain (DBA 19) is also recorded 

on the island, also located on the bank of a loch. 

5.2.4 DBA 6 records the location of a standing stone first recorded in 1911; however, it could not be located on 

subsequent survey in 1965. 

5.2.5 Voiskinish (DBA 8) is recorded as a possible cairn, and if confirmed as such would likely date to the Neolithic. 

DBA 20 records a possible cist with cup-marks incised into the top slab, however its exact location is only an 

approximation. 

5.2.6 The only possible Medieval site is DBA 15 which records two hut circles and a small midden associated with 

a cave, however the exact date of the remains is uncertain. 

5.2.7 The DBA has indicated that there is a High potential for remains of prehistoric to medieval date to survive 

within the 1km study area, particularly on island locations with the lochs. The potential for buried remains 

along the Route itself is Low due to the unfavourable natural geology and potential disturbance caused by 

the construction of the modern road. 

5.3 Post-medieval (AD1600-1900) 

5.3.1 Ten post-medieval assets are known within the 1km study area. 

5.3.2 Three of these are recorded as shieling huts (DBA 24, DBA 26 and DBA 51). There is also one thatched cottage 

of the Hebridean type (DBA 34) recorded as well as a Post Medieval blackhouse (DBA 52). These are all typical 

vernacular building types utilised in the Hebrides during the Post Medieval period. 

5.3.3 There are also the remains of five townships recorded on Canmore. Loch Portain, Camas Crubaig (DBA 22) is 

recorded as 13 buildings and two small enclosures with the settlement having been depopulated in 

approximately 1850. DBA 27, DBA 28 and DBA 29 are each recorded as depopulated townships with 

associated head dykes and agricultural features.  

5.3.4 Early historic maps tend to be schematic in nature and lacking detail. The Route is first shown in detail on the 

1st edition Ordnance Survey (OS) 6-inch map, surveyed in 1878 (Figure 3). It shows the area as rough open 

ground with numerous lochs and occasional isolated structures, many of which are depicted as ruins. The 

modern single track road along which the Route runs is not shown on mapping at this date. 

5.3.5 The DBA has indicated that there is Medium potential for remains of post-medieval date to survive along the 

Route, primarily as the ruinous remains of shielings and township buildings.  

5.4 Modern 

5.4.1 There are no recorded Modern features within the 1km Study Area along the Route. 

5.4.2 The 2nd edition OS 6-inch map, surveyed in 1901 (Figure 4), shows little change from earlier mapping, still 

showing rough open ground with scattered ruins of post-medieval structures. The modern single track road 

is first depicted on OS maps from the 1940s onwards.  

5.4.3 The DBA has indicated that there is Low potential for archaeological remains of modern date to survive along 

the Route. 
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5.5 Previous Archaeological Works (Events) 

5.5.1 There have been several non-intrusive evaluations and surveys conducted within the 1km Study Area along 

the Route. The results of these can be found in the gazetteer, for example an evaluation in 2021 recorded 

two shielings within 1km of the Route (DBA 44 and DBA 45). There does not appear to be any record of 

intrusive excavation having taken place.  

5.6 Aerial photography 

5.6.1 Aerial photography of the Route was consulted using ESRI World Imagery and aerial photographs available 

to view online via NCAP. ESRI World Imagery shows the Route running primarily alongside existing roads with 

some sections crossing open rough or improved ground. In places, the upstanding ruins or footings of post-

medieval buildings can be seen. Aerial photography from NCAP shows a series of images taken as part of 

Sortie FSL/7617/02 dated to 1976, however these images are not detailed enough to discern distinct 

archaeological features. 

5.7 LiDAR  

5.7.1 No LiDAR imagery was available for the study area. 

5.8 Walkover Survey 

5.8.1 A walkover survey of the Route was carried out in March 2025 in dry, windy conditions with good visibility. 

Figures 5 – 7 show the locations of numbered Photo Points, which correspond to the images taken along the 

open-cut trenching route (Appendix 3). The eastern section (Figure 5) between Cheese Bay and Loch Portain 

ran through open moorland close to the modern road, with one small area of grassed grazing land at the NE 

end. There were areas of deep peat cutting in numerous areas. There were no significant archaeological sites 

located within the route alignment and the ground conditions comprised areas of boulder outcrops. The 

remains of a sheep fank (Plate 1) were noted near the south end of this section of the route. 

5.8.2 The western section (Figures 6 – 7) between Loch Portain and Loch an Duin runs through flat open moorland, 

mostly adjacent to the road. There were extensive areas of peat cutting across all sides of the landscape and 

only one area contained upstanding remains of structures. These sites consisted of the visible upstanding 

remains of a ruinous house and concrete platform and the very ephemeral remains of possible turf/stone 

structures (Figure 6). Site 1 (Plate 2) comprised a ruinous stone-built house. There is a concrete-covered 

platform in front of it and a second concrete-covered platform (Site 3) (Plate 5) is located further north, 

presumably the location of a now-dismantled structure. The remains are likely late post-medieval in date and 

represent abandoned settlement. To the south side of the house, Sites 2a-2c (Plates 3 – 4) consist of suboval 

low mounds with a flat surface. The barely visible remains of possible structures are visible on Sites 2a and 

2b and were interpreted as the locations of very degraded turf/stone structures relating to post-medieval 

settlement predating the later structures at Site 1 and Site 3. Sites 2a-c are located near an area of roofed 

structures depicted at Brae-callasay on the First Edition OS map (Figure 3), but not exactly in the same 

location of the roofed structures. There were no remains visible within the location of the structures shown 

on the 1st Edition map, indicating that these remains have been previously dismantled and impacted by 

modern disturbance. 

5.8.3 While there are some previous records (DBA 35, 36 and 52) at the west end of the route that indicate there 

are remains in this location, no evidence for archaeological sites was found and the ground conditions also 

shown to be unfavourable for monitoring.  
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Plate 1: View E over remains of disused sheep fank at CP7 

 

 
Plate 2: View NE over Site 1 

 



AOC70903: Proposed Water Main Renewal and Extension, Lochportain, North Uist, Archaeological Desk-based Assessment and 

Survey Report 

 

 
© AOC Archaeology 2025 | 12 | www.aocarchaeology.com 

 

 
Plate 3: View W over Site 2a 

 

 
Plate 4: View W over Site 2c 
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Plate 5: View W over Site 3 

 

 

6 CONCLUSION 

6.1 Direct impacts 

6.1.1 Potential impacts on known or unknown buried archaeological remains which may survive along the Route 

relate to the possibility of disturbing, removing or destroying in situ remains and artefacts during ground-

breaking works (including excavation) associated with the proposed development.  

6.1.2 There are 5 Scheduled Monuments within the 1km Study Area, all of which lie at least 150m from the Route 

and will not be impacted by the development, either directly or indirectly through impacts to their settings.  

6.1.3 The DBA has shown that the Route runs through a wider landscape containing significant prehistoric, 

medieval, and post-medieval sites within the study area. However, the Route runs almost exclusively through 

areas with unfavourable ground conditions for archaeological sites most of the previously identified Assets 

were located in line with the Route. Only in one area (Sites 1 – 3) (Figure 6) were there a small number of 

remains identified during walkover survey, one of which included the ruins of a highly visible upstanding 

building. These sites, however, will not be impacted by trenching, which is sited on the opposite side of the 

road from the sites. At the west end of the route DBA Assets 35, 36 and 52 had been previously record (Figure 

7). However, walkover survey confirmed there were no visible remains of archaeological sites in these 

locations.  

 

6.2 Mitigation 

6.2.1 National planning policies and planning guidance, HEPS (Scottish Government 2019), NPF4 (Scottish 

Government 2023) and PAN2/2011 (Scottish Government 2011), as well as the local planning policies outlined 

in this report, require a mitigation response that is designed to take cognisance of the potential for impacts 

upon heritage assets and to assess the potential for archaeological remains to survive along the Route and 
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hence allow for any impacts to be mitigated by avoidance or minimisation or where this is not warranted by 

preservation by record.  

6.2.2 Although the Route is located in a significant wider archaeological landscape, walkover survey has confirmed 

that ground conditions are unfavourable for monitoring due to natural geological conditions and modern 

disturbance. In the event of any changes to the proposed pipeline route, the archaeological mitigation 

measures should be subject to review. There are currently no firm plans for the establishment of site 

compounds and lay-down areas. If these facilities are to be used then they should be subjected to the same 

level of archaeological input as set out in this report. 

6.2.3 Any archaeological works should be agreed in advance with Mr Kevin Murphy as archaeological advisor to 

Western Isles Council and the client prior to works being undertaken.  
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Figure 1: Site location plan
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Figure 2: Heritage assets identified in the desk-based assessment
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Figure 3: Excerpt from the Ordnance Survey first edition map (surveyed 1878) showing the pipeline route
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Figure 4: Excerpt from the Ordnance Survey second edition map (surveyed 1901) showing the pipeline route

AOC70903: Proposed Water Main Renewal and Extension, Lochportain, North Uist, Archaeological Desk-based Assessment and Survey Report

04/70903/DBA/04/01

N

0 1,000 m1:30,000 @ A3

Key

1km Study Area

Pipeline route

Open Cut

Water Pipe

Background mapping reproduced with the permission of the National Library of Scotland



!

!

!

!

!

!

!
!

!

!

!

!

!

DBA 4

DBA 14

DBA 17

DBA 18

DBA 19

DBA 29

1

23

4

5

6
7

9

87
32

00
87

30
00

87
28

00
87

26
00

87
24

00
87

22
00

96400962009600095800956009540095200950009480094600

© AOC Archaeology 2025     |     www.aocarchaeology.com

Figure 5: Walkover survey results between Cheese Bay and Loch Portain
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Figure 6: Walkover survey results between Braigh Cheallasaigh and A' Bhad
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Figure 7: Walkover survey results between A' Bhad and Loch an Duin
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Appendix 1: Assessment Scope & Criteria 

Scope of the Assessment 

This report details the results of an archaeological desk-based assessment and aims to identify and map the nature of 

the heritage resource within the Route and surrounding study area. Where possible, the assessment will evaluate the 

likely impact from Proposed Development scheme, upon the known and potential heritage resource. 

This report will include recommendations for mitigation measures and / or further archaeological works; where the 

archaeological potential of the Route warrants, or where additional information on the Route is required.  

Further works could include additional research, monitoring of geotechnical investigations, programmes of 

archaeological surveying and / or field evaluation. The results of any further studies can be used to inform the nature 

of any subsequent mitigation measures (if required) and provide advice upon the scope and design of the Proposed 

Development. 

The assessment has used the sources listed in the main text to identify and map heritage assets and other relevant find 

spots or evidence within the Route and defined study area. Heritage assets are defined in national planning guidance 

and can include designated assets (Scheduled Monuments, Listed Buildings etc.), standing, buried or submerged 

remains, historic buildings and structures, parks and gardens and areas, sites and landscapes - whether designated or 

not. 

Assessment Criteria 

The potential for surviving archaeological evidence of past activity within the Route is expressed in the report as ranging 

between the scales of: 

• High – The available evidence suggests a high likelihood for past activity within the Route and a strong 

potential for archaeological evidence to survive intact or reasonably intact;  

• Medium – The available evidence suggests a reasonable likelihood for past activity within the Route and 

consequently there is a potential that archaeological evidence could survive.  

• Low – The available evidence suggests archaeological evidence of activity is unlikely to survive within the 

Route, although some minor land-use may have occurred.  

• Uncertain -  Insufficient information to assess. 

Buried archaeological evidence is, by its very nature, an unknown quantity which can never be 100% identified during a 

desk-based assessment. The assessed potential is based on available evidence but the physical nature and extent of any 

archaeological resource surviving within the Route cannot be confirmed without detailed information on the below 

ground deposits or results of on-site fieldwork.   

Where known heritage assets are identified, the heritage significance of such assets is determined by reference to 

existing designations where available. For previously unidentified sites where no designation has been assigned, an 

estimate has been made of the likely historic, artistic, or archaeological importance of that resource based on 

professional knowledge and judgement.   

Adjustments to the classification (Table 2, below) are occasionally made, where appropriate; for some types of finds or 

sites where there is no consistent value, and the importance may vary from local to national. Levels of importance for 

any such areas are generally assigned on an individual basis, based on professional judgement and advice.   
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TABLE 1:  Assessing the Importance of a Heritage Assets  

IMPORTANCE OF HERITAGE ASSET  

HIGH 

Assets of high importance and rarity and those considered to be important at a national level., e.g. 

Scheduled Monuments (or non-designated assets of schedulable quality and importance), 

Category A Listed Buildings, Inventory Gardens and Designed Landscapes and Inventory 

Battlefields.  Well preserved historic landscape, whether inscribed or not, with exceptional 

coherence, time depth, or other critical factor(s) 

MEDIUM 

Assets of medium or high importance and rarity and those considered to be important at a 

regional level.  Designated or non-designated assets including Category B and C Listed Buildings 

and Conservation Areas; well preserved structures or buildings of historical significance, historic 

landscapes or assets of a reasonably defined extent and significance, or reasonable evidence of 

occupation / settlement, ritual, industrial activity etc. 

Examples may include burial sites, deserted medieval villages, Roman roads and dense scatter of 

finds.   

LOW 

Assets of low or medium importance and rarity and those considered to be important at a local 

level. Locally listed buildings or non-designated assets with some evidence of human activity which 

have the potential to contribute to local research objectives, structures or buildings of potential 

historical merit. 

Examples include assets such as historic field systems and boundaries, agricultural features such 

as ridge and furrow, etc. 

NEGLIGIBLE 

Assets of very low importance which are common. Heritage assets with very little or no surviving 

archaeological interest or buildings and landscapes of no historical significance. 

Examples include destroyed antiquities, buildings of no architectural merit, or relatively modern 

landscape features such as quarries, field boundaries, drains and ponds etc. 

UNKNOWN 
Insufficient information exists to assess the importance of a feature (e.g. unidentified features on 

aerial photographs). 

 

The likely magnitude of the impact of the Proposed Development works is determined by identifying the level of change 

from the Proposed Development upon the ‘baseline’ conditions of the Route and the heritage resource identified in the 

assessment. This effect can be either adverse (negative) or beneficial (positive). The criteria for assessing the magnitude 

of impact are set out in Table 2 below. 
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TABLE 2:  Criteria for Determining Magnitude of Impact 

LEVEL OF 

MAGNITUDE 
DEFINITION 

ADVERSE 

HIGH 

Considerable impacts fundamentally changing the baseline condition of the receptor, leading to 

total or considerable alteration of character or setting – e.g. complete or almost complete 

destruction of the archaeological resource; dramatic visual intrusion into a historic landscape 

element; adverse change to the setting or visual amenity of the feature/asset; significant increase 

in noise or changes in sound quality; extensive changes to use or access. Considerable impacts to or 

loss of designated heritage assets of the highest significance, notably Scheduled Monuments, 

Protected Wreck Sites, Inventory Battlefields, Listed Buildings, Inventory Gardens and Designed 

Landscapes, and World Heritage Sites. 

MEDIUM 

Impacts changing the baseline condition of the receptor materially but not entirely, leading to 

partial alteration of character or setting – e.g. a large proportion of the archaeological resource 

damaged or destroyed; visual intrusion into key aspects of the historic landscape; and changes in 

noise levels or use of an asset that would result in detrimental changes to character. 

LOW 

Detectable impacts which alter the baseline condition of the receptor to a small degree – e.g. a small 

proportion of the surviving archaeological resource is damaged or destroyed; minor severance, 

change to the setting or structure or increase in noise; and limited encroachment into character of 

a historic landscape. 

NEGLIGIBLE 

Barely distinguishable adverse change from baseline conditions, where there would be very little 

appreciable impact on a known asset, possibly because of distance from the development, method 

of construction or landscape or ecological planting, that are thought to have no long term effect on 

the historic value of a resource. 

BENEFICIAL 

NEGLIGIBLE 
Barely distinguishable beneficial change from baseline conditions, where there would be very little 

appreciable effect on a known asset and little long term effect on the historic value of a resource. 

LOW 

Minimal enhancement to key historic landscape elements, parcels or components, such as limited 

visual improvements or reduction in severance; slight changes in noise or sound quality; minor 

changes to use or access; resulting in a small improvement in historic landscape character. 

MEDIUM 

Changes to key historic elements resulting in welcome changes to historic landscape character.  For 

example, a major reduction of severance or substantial reductions in noise or disturbance such that 

the value of known assets would be enhanced. 

HIGH 

Positive changes to most or all key historic landscape elements, parcels or components; visual 

changes to many key aspects of the historic landscape; significant decrease in noise or changes in 

sound quality; changes to use or access; resulting in considerable welcome changes to historic 

landscape character. 

In certain cases, it is not possible to confirm the magnitude of impact upon a heritage resource, especially where 

anticipated buried deposits exist.  In such circumstances a professional judgement as to the scale of such impacts 

is applied. 
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Appendix 2: Gazetteer of DBA assets 
Asset 
No. 

Name 
HER 
Reference 

Form Excerpt from HER description Period Easting Northing Designation 

DBA 
1 

Tigh 
Talamhant,souterrain W 
of Loch Hacklett 

SM5806 
Prehistoric domestic and 
defensive: souterrain, earth-
house 

The monument consists of a souterrain, 
a prehistoric store-house or hiding place, 
situated on the W shore of Loch 
Hacklett. 
 
The souterrain is unusually sited, only 
just above the winter level of a loch. It 
consists of a long passage roofed with 
very large slabs, with the confused 
remains of a collapsed structure either 
forming part of, or overlying, the central 
portion. The souterrain has three 
entrances: two from the shore of the loch 
and one further upslope. 
 
The last is at the S end of a branch 
passage under a very large flat slab, 
which may be a natural feature 
incorporated by the builders. The ruined 
structure in the central part of the 
souterrain has either been an oval-plan, 
corbelled, expansion of the passage or 
(less likely) an overlying beehive-type 
structure which has collapsed at the 
same time as the roof of the souterrain 
below. 

Prehistoric 94896 871214 
Scheduled 
Monument 

DBA 
2 

Dun Mhic 
Laithean,dun,Groatay 

SM5807 
Prehistoric domestic and 
defensive: dun 

The monument is a dun, a late-
prehistoric fortified settlement with later, 
possibly medieval, building remains, 
situated on a steep rocky tidal islet to the 
SW of Groatay. 
 
The dun takes the form of a massive wall, 

Prehistoric 97793 873191 
Scheduled 
Monument 
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Asset 
No. 

Name 
HER 
Reference 

Form Excerpt from HER description Period Easting Northing Designation 

4m thick and still standing up to 1m high, 
on the upper part of a rocky tidal islet. 
This wall is particularly well-preserved to 
the N and W of the circuit. As this is the 
most accessible side, it may always have 
been more substantial here. A gap in the 
wall just N of W may mark the original 
entrance. 
 
A later occupation, possibly in the mid 
17th century, is attested to by the 
foundations of a large rectangular 
building with walls 1.8m thick: the 
building is 7.2m by 4.8m internally, and 
stands at the E end of an enclosure some 
16m long by 4m wide. Traces of at least 
three small oval foundations also 
survive: these resemble shieling huts but 
this seems unlikely in this location. 

DBA 
3 

Dun Torcuill,dun,Loch 
an Duin SM2349 

Prehistoric domestic and 
defensive: dun 

This unexcavated broch, probably 
ground-galleried, in North Uist stands on 
an islet in Loch an Duin, about 35m 
south-east of a promontory on the west 
shore; it is the best preserved example 
on both Uists and Benbecula (visited in 
1971, 14/8/85 and 24/6/88). A broad 
stone causeway more than 1.8m (6 ft) 
wide runs in a shallow curve between the 
promontory and the island [4, fig. 107]; 
there are what look like sheep 
enclosures at the broch end of the 
causeway [4, 53]. The structure has been 
called a 'galleried dun' but the only 
reason for distinguishing it from a broch 
seems to be the slightly oval ground plan 
[5]. 

Prehistoric 88886 873732 
Scheduled 
Monument 
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DBA 
4 

Dun Nighean Righ 
Lochlainn,dun,Loch an 
Duin,Loch Portain 

SM5854 
Prehistoric domestic and 
defensive: dun 

The monument consists of a late-
prehistoric fortified settlement, or dun, 
on a small island in Loch an Duin. 
 
The dun stands up to 1.5m high, in a 
tumble of stones and bracken. It is 
almost circular on plan, with an outer 
diameter of 9.3m, and at winter water-
levels rises from the water's edge. The 
interior is obscured, and traces of radial 
walling reported in 1928 are no longer 
visible. There is a causeway, from the 
shore to the NE, which is almost 
completely submerged. 

Prehistoric 95308 872371 
Scheduled 
Monument 

DBA 
5 

Loch na Caiginn,dun 
and settlement SM5855 

Prehistoric domestic and 
defensive: dun; Secular: dun 
(with post-prehistoric use) 

The monument consists of a late 
prehistoric fortified island with an 
overlying medieval settlement situated 
on an island in Loch na Caiginn, linked to 
the loch shore by a substantial 
causeway. 
 
The dun has been oval on plan, some 
12.0m by 14.5m with a wall up to 1.8m 
thick. Its interior has been completely 
obscured by later activity, and the 
shoreward side of the defensive circuit 
has been modified by the provision of 
two short horn-works at the point where 
the causeway gives access to the island. 
These additions probably relate to the 
use of the island as a settlement in 
medieval times, when two substantial 
rectangular buildings were constructed 
against and partly over the ruined dun's 
interior wall-face. 

Prehistoric 95108 871985 
Scheduled 
Monument 
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DBA 
6 

North Uist, Loch An 
Duin 

NF87SE 
17.00 

Standing Stone (Prehistoric), 
Stone (Period Unassigned) 

NF87SE 17 centred 88 73. 
 
A standing stone, about 3ft 3ins high, 
stands on a hillock near the west shore 
of Loch an Duin. A slab 4ft long lies a 
short distance to the north. 
 
E Beveridge 1911. 
 
Not located. 
 
Visited by OS (N K B) 18 June 1965. 

Prehistoric 88000 873000 

Non-
designated 
Heritage 
Asset 

DBA 
7 

North Uist, Loch An 
Duin 

NF87SE 
18.00 

Causeway (Prehistoric), Dun 
(Prehistoric) 

NF87SE 18 8927 7416. 
 
About 50 yards form the eastern shore 
towards the northern end of Loch an 
Duin, there is a small oval flat rocky islet 
surrounded at the water's edge by a ring 
of tumbled stone, evidently the remains 
of a defensive wall, entirely destroyed 
except perhaps on the western side, 
where outside a small rock there seems 
to be one course of the outer face of the 
wall. The dun measures some 43ft from 
east to west and 34ft from north to 
south. 
 
The island is connected to the eastern 
shore by a deeply submerged zig-zag 
causeway with one (RCAHMS 1928) or 
two (E Beveridge 1911) gaps in it. 
 
RCAHMS 1928; E Beveridge 1911.  
 
The island at NF 8927 7416 is largely 

Prehistoric 89309 874168 

Non-
designated 
Heritage 
Asset 
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artificial, composed mainly of loose 
rubble stones on and around natural 
rock. No internal structure could be 
identified but the causeway is distinct 
though submerged. The gaps could not 
be located. 
 
Visited by OS (R D) 21 June 1965. Same 
as SM2349. 

DBA 
8 

North Uist, Voiskinish 
NF87SE 
21.00 

Cairn (Period Unassigned), 
Chambered Cairn 
(Neolithic)(Possible) 

NF87SE 21 c. 89 73. 
 
NF 89 73 'A grass-covered mound 12.0m 
in diameter and 1.5m high. The top has 
been excavated revealing a sub-
rectangular chamber (4 x 2 1/2m) of 
stone construction. No vertical slabs can 
be seen either in the chamber or forming 
a peristalith, although the extent of the 
mound can be traced for the greater part 
of the circumference by boulders 
protuding from the grass. 
 
There is a smaller depression in cairn to 
the SE of the other which may be the 
remains of a chamber or an excavation 
(circular, 2.0m diameter), although, 
judging from its position in the mound 
and relationship to the existing, 
chamber, it is more likely to be a 
chamber itself. 
 
The larger chamber is practically filled 
with stones, but there appears to be the 
remains of a smaller chamber inside.' 
 
On the evidence above it cannot be said 

Period 
Unassigned; 
Neolithic 

89000 873000 

Non-
designated 
Heritage 
Asset 
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with certainty that this is a chambered 
cairn: it is probably a cairn with later 
insertions. 
 
Visited by OS (J B) 20 June 1967. 

DBA 
9 

North Uist, Loch An 
Duin 

NF87SE 
25.00 

Jar (Wood)(Period 
Unassigned), Spoon 
(Wood)(Period Unassigned) 

NF87SE 25 centred 885 737. 
 
NF 885 737. Mr Archibald MacDonald of 
Trumisgarry unearthed a large vessel of 
late 'Wheelhouse' type (now in National 
Museum of Antiquities, Edinburgh) 
together with a wooden ladle while 
cutting peats at a point 150 yards west of 
the dun at Loch an Duin. They lay at a 
depth of 2 1/2 to 3 feet in a pit 2 1/2ft in 
diameter which had apparently been 
covered over with turves. 
 
I H Longworth 1962. 

Period 
Unassigned 

88500 873700 

Non-
designated 
Heritage 
Asset 

DBA 
10 

North Uist, Loch An 
Duin, Dun Torcuill 

NF87SE 
3.00 Broch (Iron Age) Same as SM2349. Iron Age 88885 873730 

Non-
designated 
Heritage 
Asset 

DBA 
11 North Uist, Loch Bru 

NF87SE 
7.00 

Causeway (Prehistoric), Dun 
(Prehistoric) 

NF87SE 7 8956 7390. 
 
(NF 8956 7390) An 'island-fort' has stood 
near the centre of Loch Bru, a branch of 
Loch an Duin. The dun itself only 
occupies a part of the islet and is about 
30-33ft in diameter. There appears to be 
an outer rampart on the SE probably to 
guard the entrance at the end of a now 
ruinous causeway from the shore. (E 
Beveridge 1911) 
 

Prehistoric 89612 873914 

Non-
designated 
Heritage 
Asset 
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Visible on A/Ps. (Dun visible on RAF air 
photograph 540/509: Pt II: flown 23 May 
1951. 
 
E Beveridge 1911. 
 
A rocky islet, measuring 18.0m E-W by 
11.0m transversely, on which there is a 
tumbled mass of stone (probably the 
collapsed walling of a dun). The possible 
remains of a submerged causeway are 
visible on the SE. 
 
Visited by OS (R D) 21 June 1965. 

DBA 
12 

North Uist, Groatay, 
Dun Mhic Laitheann 

NF97SE 
1.00 

Building(S) (Medieval), Dun 
(Later Prehistoric), Shieling 
Hut(S) (Post Medieval) 

Same as SM5807. 
Prehistoric; 
Medieval; Post 
Medieval 

97788 873187 

Non-
designated 
Heritage 
Asset 

DBA 
13 

North Uist, Cheese Bay 
NF97SE 
11.00 

Scoop (Wood)(Period 
Unassigned) 

NF97SE 11 c. 959 736 
 
A wooden scoop or handled oval bowl 
(the bowl 7.5ins long) was found in 1974 
or '75 in peat cutting 4ft 6ins down under 
peat on the bedrock by Murdo 
MacLennan (Mr M MacLennan, 5 Cheese 
Bay, Lochmaddy), who retains it in his 
possession. The findspot is 
approximately NF 959 736. Information 
contained in letter from Dr J Close-
Brooks (National Museum of Antiquities 
of Scotland [NMAS]) to OS 7 July 1977. 
 
Scoop of Picea abies or Larix decidua 
(possibly driftwood) held in the National 
Museum of Scotland (NMS) under 

Period 
Unassigned 

95900 873600 

Non-
designated 
Heritage 
Asset 



AOC70903: Proposed Water Main Renewal and Extension, Lochportain, North Uist, Archaeological Desk-based Assessment and Survey Report 

 

 
© AOC Archaeology 2025 | 34 | www.aocarchaeology.com 

 

Asset 
No. 

Name 
HER 
Reference 

Form Excerpt from HER description Period Easting Northing Designation 

accession number IP 3. Attributed to the 
Early Historic period but may be of post-
medieval date. 
 
It is unclear whether or not it was buried 
in the bog. 
 
C Earwood 1993. 

DBA 
14 

North Uist, Lochportain 
NF97SE 
12.00 

Bank (Earthwork) (Period 
Unassigned), Clearance Cairn 
(Period Unassigned) 

NF97SE 12 950 724 
 
Probing around a stone feature partially 
exposed in the face of a peat cutting 
located a linear stone bank some 25m in 
length and 1m to 1.2m wide. Peat had 
already begun developing in the locality 
when the cairn was constructed and, 
along one stretch, the stones were piled 
over a small peat bank. Differences in 
the profiles of test-pits dug on either side 
of the cairn suggest that cultivation was 
taking place to the West of the cairn. 
 
B A Crone and C M Mills 1988; 1988. 

Period 
Unassigned 

95000 872400 

Non-
designated 
Heritage 
Asset 

DBA 
15 

North Uist, Crogary Na 
Hoe 

NF97SE 
13.00 

Cave (Period Unknown), Shell 
Midden (Period Unknown), 
Shieling Hut(S) (Medieval) - 
(Post Medieval) 

Field Visit (22 July 1914) 
 
RCAHMS Inventory: Outer Hebrides, 
Skye and the Small Isles. 
 
NF97SE 13 972 722 
 
At the foot of a precipice to the SW of the 
summit of Crogary na Hoe, at an 
elevation of 400 feet above sea level, is a 
small cave or rock-shelter about 10 feet 
square and barely 3 feet high. Some 12 

Period 
Unassigned; 
Medieval; Post 
Medieval 

97200 872340 

Non-
designated 
Heritage 
Asset 
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feet in front of the recess on the north 
and east sides of a tumbled mass of rock 
are two hut circles, the most northerly 
measuring some 6 feet in diameter, and 
the other, which lies some 10 feet to the 
SE, about 8 feet across. The latter is 
more clearly defined and shows an 
entrance from the south-east 1 foot 6 
inches wide. In a cavity under the rock 
which forms the western part of the latter 
structure are a mass of limpet shells and 
a few animal bones. No pottery was 
seen. 
 
RCAHMS 1928, visited 22 July 1914. 
 
OS map: North Uist xxxii (unnoted) 

DBA 
16 

North Uist, Portain, 
Loch Na Caiginn 

NF97SE 
2.00 

Causeway (Prehistoric), Dun 
(Prehistoric), Farmstead 
(Medieval) 

All that remains of the dun, which is 
12.0m in diameter, is the outer face of 
the wall, clearly visible to a height of 
1.2m in the S. The causeway which rises 
1.0m above the level of the loch, and is 
1.3m wide, has two horn-like walls 
abutting at the island end which are 
probably later. A medieval farmstead, 
which has been built on and around the 
dun, consists of the greatly mutilated 
remains of two almost rectangular 
buildings built against the outer wall, and 
an oval building which has been built in 
the interior. There are also two smaller 
cells in the interior which may be part of 
the dun. The tumbled remains of a wall 
surround the island. 
 
Surveyed at 1/2500. 

Prehistoric; 
Medieval 

95123 871991 

Non-
designated 
Heritage 
Asset 
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Visited by OS (R D) 24 June 1965. Same 
as SM5855. 

DBA 
17 

North Uist, Loch Na 
Dubcha 

NF97SE 
3.00 

Dun (Period Unassigned) 

NF97SE 3 95748 72461. 
 
(NF 9573 7247) Little remains of a dun 
situated near the centre of Loch Bru, and 
eastern branch of Loch an Duin. It is a 
green-capped islet, the fort occupying 
only part of the whole area. There 
appears to be an outer rampart on the SE 
evidently erected to guard the entrance 
at the end of a now-ruinous causeway (E 
Beveridge 1911). 
 
The remains of the dun measure about 
33ft in diameter externally, with 
indications of an outer wall to the SE and 
a dilapidated causeway 60 yards long 
(RCAHMS 1928). 
 
E Beveridge 1911; RCAHMS 1928. 
 
No trace of a dun can now be seen. A line 
of stones in the water to the S of the islet 
may be part of the outer rampart 
mentioned above. The causeway is now 
only visible as an irregular scatter of 
stones leading from the E side of the islet 
to the E shore of the loch. 
 
Visited by OS (R B) 24 June 1965. 

Period 
Unassigned 

95748 872461 

Non-
designated 
Heritage 
Asset 

DBA 
18 

North Uist, Loch An 
Duin, Dun Nighean Righ 
Lochlainn 

NF97SE 
4.00 

Causeway (Prehistoric), Dun 
(Prehistoric), Unidentified 
Pottery (Prehistoric) 

(NF 9528 7239) Dun Nighean Righ 
Lochlainn stands in the N end of Loch an 
Duin, near the centre of the Portain 

Prehistoric 95310 872369 
Non-
designated 
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District. The dun is of very regular 
cylindrical form, rising abruptly from the 
water's edge. The overall diameter is 29 
1/2ft, the walls averaging 5ft in height. 
The interior is now so entirely choked 
with loose stones that it is difficult to see 
the original plan, but one radial wall still 
remains. The island is approached from 
the shore on its NE by a causeway below 
the present water-level at the landward 
end of which are two small semi-circular 
stone shelters. Fifty yards W from the 
causeway is a small triangular bay or 
boat-harbour. 
 
E Beveridge 1911; RCAHMS 1928. 
 
As described above, although no radial 
wall is now visible. The amorphous 
remains of the two shelters can be seen 
built into the natural rock above the 
shore, c.21.0m W of the causeway. The 
boat-harbour, 50 yards W of the 
causeway, appears to be a natural inlet. 
 
Visited by OS (R D) 27 June 1965. Same 
as SM5854. 

Heritage 
Asset 

DBA 
19 

North Uist, Portrain, 
Loch An Duin 

NF97SE 
6.00 

Souterrain 
(Prehistoric)(Possible) 

NF97SE 6 9529 7241. 
 
(Area NF 953 724) Indications of a 
probable earth-house were found in the 
N bank of Loch an Duin, Portain, facing 
the causeway towards the 'island fort' 
which stands near (NF97SE 4). What 
appears to be a doorway, 22ins across 
and hidden by vegetation, bends 

Prehistoric 95290 872410 

Non-
designated 
Heritage 
Asset 
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westwards where it narrows to 12ins, all 
between what appear to be structural 
walls. 
 
E Beveridge 1911. 
 
No definite trace of an earth-house was 
found, but from the description given by 
Beveridge, its site may be at NF 9529 
7241. 
 
Visited by OS (J T T) 28 June 1965. 

DBA 
20 

North Uist, Portain 
NF97SW 
1.00 

Cist (Prehistoric), Cup Marked 
Stone (Prehistoric)(Possible), 
Midden (Period Unknown), 
Shieling Hut(S) (Medieval) - 
(Post Medieval) 

NF97SW 1 centred 949 707. 
 
A supposed cist is situated at Portain, W 
of Loch Grota, at the E base of a cliff. The 
covering slab bears four cup-marks, 
three of them in a row near its edge, the 
other being smaller and out of line. The 
slab is supported by other stones which 
appear to have been artificially placed (E 
Beveridge 1911). 
 
Cup-mark symbols occur in frequent 
association with 'Food Vessel Burials'. 
This cist is not certainly of the short cist 
type. 
 
(J V S Megaw and D D A Simpson 1963; E 
Beveridge 1911). 
 
This cist was not located. 
 
Visited by OS (R D) 30 June 1965. 

Prehistoric; 
Medieval; Post 
Medieval; 
Period 
Unassigned 

94725 870880 

Non-
designated 
Heritage 
Asset 
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DBA 
21 

North Uist, Loch 
Hacklett, Tigh 
Talamhant 

NF97SW 
3.00 

Souterrain (Prehistoric) 

NF97SW 3 9490 7122. 
 
(NF 9390 7122) Erd House (NR) 
 
OS 6"map, Inverness-shire, 2nd ed., 
(1904) 
 
A curiously situated earth-house bearing 
some resemblance to a cave, in the base 
of the cliff on the steep west bank of 
Loch Hacklett (E Beveridge 1911). It is 
described by Carmichael (information 
contained in letter from A Carmichael to 
F W L Thomas): "The narrow part goes 
backwards and upwards from the lake, 
and at the end there is a large opening 
The small opening below is just large 
enough to admit a man to pass." He also 
noted that the passages were covered, 
one roofstone weighing about 4 tons. 
Over Tigh Talamhant, as the earth-house 
was known, were several feet of moss, 
and on this a few yards towards the foot 
of the cliff, was an old wall 3-4ft high, the 
remains of an old building over the earth-
house. 
 
F W L Thomas 1890; E Beveridge 1911. 
 
The remains of this earth-house, which is 
immediately above the water line of Loch 
Hacklett are generally as shown on the 
plan, although the old wall mentioned 
appears to be the inner face of a 
chamber, 1.7m high, the roof of which 
has caved in. There appear to be three 

Prehistoric 94900 871220 

Non-
designated 
Heritage 
Asset 



AOC70903: Proposed Water Main Renewal and Extension, Lochportain, North Uist, Archaeological Desk-based Assessment and Survey Report 

 

 
© AOC Archaeology 2025 | 40 | www.aocarchaeology.com 

 

Asset 
No. 

Name 
HER 
Reference 

Form Excerpt from HER description Period Easting Northing Designation 

entrances, two of them leading directly 
from the edge of the loch into the N end 
of the passage, and one at the extreme S 
end below the massive roof-stone 
mentioned above.  
 
Surveyed at 1/2500. 
 
Visited by OS (R D) 28 June 1965. Same 
as SM5806. 

DBA 
22 

North Uist, Loch 
Portrain, Camas 
Crubaig 

NF97SW 
7.00 

Township (Post Medieval) 

NF97SW 7 centred 943 707 
 
(NF 9418 7085, 9436 7075, & 9432 
7041) The name 'Rudha Raibeart' applies 
to a piece of pasture land and the 
remains of several old huts....the 
meaning for this name could not be 
ascertained... 
 
Name Book 1878; OS 6"map, Inverness-
shire, 1st ed., (1881) 
 
The depopulated settlement 'Rudha 
Raibeart' centred at NF 943 707, is now 
known locally as 'Camus Crubaig', taken 
from the name of the adjoining bay. It 
comprises the remains of 2 small 
enclosures and thirteen buildings varying 
in size from 15.5 x 3.5m to 3.5 x 2.5m 
internally, and in height from 0.3m to 
1.2m. The majority of the wall corners 
are rounded as in 'black-houses'. Several 
of the remains have been utilised to form 
small stock enclosures. 
 
The approximate date of depopulation is 

Post Medieval 94300 870700 

Non-
designated 
Heritage 
Asset 
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said to be 1850. 
 
Visited by OS (R D) 30 June 1965 
 
Eight unroofed buildings are depicted on 
the 1st edition of the OS 6-inch map 
(Inverness-shire, Hebrides, North Uist 
etc. 1881, sheet xxxvi). Ten unroofed 
buildings are shown on the current 
edition of the OS 1:10000 map (1971). 
 
Information from RCAHMS (SAH) 21 April 
1997 

DBA 
23 

North Uist, Loch An T-
Sagairt 

NF97SW 
9.00 

Chapel (Period 
Unassigned)(Possible) 

NF97SW 9 94 72. 
 
The site of a chapel is inferred from the 
place names Loch an t-Saigairt, Cnoc 
Beag an-t-Sagairt, and Cnoc Mor an t-
Saigart (which refer to a priest). 
 
E Beveridge 1911. 

Period 
Unassigned 

94000 872000 

Non-
designated 
Heritage 
Asset 

DBA 
24 

North Uist, Airigh Nan 
Luchag 

NF87SE 
36.00 

Shieling Hut (Post 
Medieval)(Possible) 

Note 
 
RCAHMS First Edition Survey Project 
 
What may be an unroofed shieling-hut is 
depicted on the 1st edition of the OS 6-
inch map (Inverness-shire, Hebrides, 
North Uist & Harris 1882, sheet xxxi), but 
it is not shown on the current edition of 
the OS 1:10000 map (1971). 
 
Information from RCAHMS (SAH) 17 April 
1997 

Post Medieval 88500 872360 

Non-
designated 
Heritage 
Asset 
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DBA 
25 

North Uist, Alioter 
NF87SE 
37.00 

Enclosure (Period 
Unassigned)(Possible) 

Note 
 
RCAHMS First Edition Survey Project 
 
What may be an enclosure is depicted on 
the 1st edition of the OS 6-inch map 
(Inverness-shire, Hebrides, North Uist & 
Harris 1882, sheet xxxi), but it is not 
shown on the current edition of the OS 
1:10000 map (1971). 
 
Information from RCAHMS (SAH) 17 April 
1997 

Period 
Unassigned 

89050 872640 

Non-
designated 
Heritage 
Asset 

DBA 
26 

North Uist, Stolie 
NF97SW 
11.00 

Shieling Hut (Post 
Medieval)(Possible) 

Note 
 
RCAHMS First Edition Survey Project 
 
What may be an unroofed shieling-hut is 
depicted on the 1st edition of the OS 6-
inch map (Inverness-shire, Hebrides, 
North Uist & Harris 1882, sheet xxxi) and 
on the current edition of the OS 1:10000 
map (1971). 
 
Information from RCAHMS (SAH) 17 April 
1997 

Post Medieval 91340 873710 

Non-
designated 
Heritage 
Asset 

DBA 
27 

North Uist, Ardennish 
NF97SW 
12.00 

Head Dyke (Post Medieval), 
Township (Period 
Unassigned)(Possible) 

Note 
 
RCAHMS First Edition Survey Project 
 
What may be a township comprising five 
unroofed buildings and parts of a head-
dyke is depicted on the 1st edition of the 
OS 6-inch map (Inverness-shire, 
Hebrides, North Uist & Harris 1882, 

Post Medieval; 
Period 
Unassigned 

92500 874200 

Non-
designated 
Heritage 
Asset 
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sheet xxxi). Four unroofed buildings are 
shown on the current edition of the OS 
1:10000 map (1971). 
 
Information from RCAHMS (SAH) 17 April 
1997 

DBA 
28 

North Uist, Brae-
Callasay 

NF97SW 
15.00 

Head Dyke (Post Medieval), 
Township (Period Unassigned) 

Note 
 
RCAHMS First Edition Survey Project 
 
A township comprising two unroofed, 
nine roofed buildings, three enclosures 
and a head-dyke is depicted on the 1st 
edition of the OS 6-inch map (Inverness-
shire, Hebrides, North Uist & Harris 
1882, sheet xxxi). Five unroofed, three 
roofed buildings, an enclosure, some 
field walls and a part of a head-dyke are 
shown on the current edition of the OS 
1:10000 map (1971). 
 
Information from RCAHMS (SAH) 17 April 
1997 

Post Medieval; 
Period 
Unassigned 

92200 872300 

Non-
designated 
Heritage 
Asset 

DBA 
29 

North Uist, Orasay 
NF97SE 
15.00 

Township (Post Medieval) 

Note 
 
RCAHMS First Edition Survey Project 
 
A township comprising twenty-three 
unroofed buildings, three of which are T-
shaped and two are L-shaped, and two 
enclosures is depicted on the 1st edition 
of the OS 6-inch map (Inverness-shire, 
Hebrides, North Uist & Harris 1881, 
sheet xxxii). Twenty-two roofed and 
eleven unroofed buildings are shown on 

Post Medieval 96100 873300 

Non-
designated 
Heritage 
Asset 
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No. 

Name 
HER 
Reference 

Form Excerpt from HER description Period Easting Northing Designation 

the current edition of the OS 1:10000 
map (1971). 
 
Information from RCAHMS (SAH) 18 April 
1997 

DBA 
30 

North Uist, Lochportain NF97SW 
16.00 

Head Dyke (Post Medieval), 
Township (Period Unassigned) 

Note 
 
RCAHMS First Edition Survey Project 
 
A township comprising eight unroofed 
buildings, one of which is a T-shaped 
building, an enclosure and part of a 
head-dyke is depicted on the 1st edition 
of the OS 6-inch map (Inverness-shire, 
Hebrides, North Uist & Harris 1881, 
sheet xxxii). This site is now located 
within the town of Lochportain as shown 
on the current edition of the OS 1:10000 
map (1971). 
 
Information from RCAHMS (SAH) 18 April 
1997 

Post Medieval; 
Period 
Unassigned 

94100 871700 

Non-
designated 
Heritage 
Asset 

DBA 
31 

North Uist, Caigeann NF97SW 
17.00 

Building (Period Unassigned) 

Note 
 
RCAHMS First Edition Survey Project 
 
Two enclosures are depicted on the 1st 
edition of the OS 6-inch map (Inverness-
shire, Hebrides, North Uist & Harris 
1881, sheet xxxii). The remains of one 
enclosure are shown on the current 
edition of the OS 1:10000 map (1971). 
 
Information from RCAHMS (SAH) 18 April 
1997 

Period 
Unassigned 

94890 871870 

Non-
designated 
Heritage 
Asset 
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Name 
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Reference 

Form Excerpt from HER description Period Easting Northing Designation 

DBA 
32 

North Uist, Cnoc Nan 
Corr 

NF97SW 
18.00 

Farmstead (Period 
Unassigned)(Possible) 

Note 
 
RCAHMS First Edition Survey Project 
 
What may be a farmstead comprising 
one unroofed building and one enclosure 
is depicted on the 1st edition of the OS 6-
inch map (Inverness-shire, Hebrides, 
North Uist etc. 1881, sheet xxxvi). An 
unroofed building, the remains of a 
second building and an incomplete 
enclosure are shown on the current 
edition of the OS 1:10000 map (1971). 
 
Information from RCAHMS (SAH) 21 April 
1997 

Period 
Unassigned 

94950 871430 

Non-
designated 
Heritage 
Asset 

DBA 
33 

North Uist, Filleam 
NF97SW 
14.00 

Building(S) (Period 
Unassigned) 

Note 
 
RCAHMS First Edition Survey Project 
 
Two unroofed buildings are depicted on 
the 1st edition of the OS 6-inch map 
(Inverness-shire, Hebrides, North Uist 
etc. 1882, sheet xxxv). Five roofed 
buildings, two enclosures and some field 
walls are shown on the current edition of 
the OS 1:10000 map (1971). 
 
Information from RCAHMS (SAH) 22 April 
1997 

Period 
Unassigned 

92800 871600 

Non-
designated 
Heritage 
Asset 

DBA 
34 

North Uist, Loch 
Aulasary, 1 Cheesebay 

NF97SE 
17.00 

Thatched Cottage (Post 
Medieval) 

Buildings at Risk Register BARR 
 
Single storey 3-bay Hebridean-type 
thatched cottage, facing south, and built 
into bank at rear, latter level with eaves. 

Post Medieval 95343 873475 

Non-
designated 
Heritage 
Asset 
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Door to right bay on south elevation an 
unusual arrangement; single central 
window high on short east wall. Rubble-
built walls, angles both curved and 
squared. Single off-centre apex 
drainpipe flue; muran thatch roof, 
secured by netting, with stone weights 
over inner wallhead. Shed formerly 
adjoined at west. Path to front built up in 
rubble above shore. Shown as roofless 
shell on 1st ed. O.S. (1878) (Historic 
Scotland) 

DBA 
35 North Uist, Loch Portain 

NF87SE 
44.00 Cairn (Period Unassigned) 

NF87SE 44 8876 7332 
 
NF 8876 7332 A small hollow, apparently 
excavated for boulders and peat for the 
cairn that now supports pole 3. This has 
exposed a group of stones from 0.3 x 
0.28 x 0.1m to 0.6 x 0.3m in size, 
possibly placed and at least partly under 
the peat. This feature appears to be part 
of an earlier cairn situated on the low 
hilltop which would be be highly visible 
expecially from the south and east. 
Source: Carol Knott, 2001. 
 
NF 8876 7330 Remains of a building 
were observed on the brow of a small 
hill. The low remains are badly 
compromised but give internal 
dimensions of 11m by 3.1m-3.8m. It is 
aligned NNE-SSW with indications of 
internal divisions. It is of traditional 
blackhouse construction. Source: Carol 
Knott, 2001. 
 

Period 
Unassigned 88760 873320 

Non-
designated 
Heritage 
Asset 
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Sites identified during a desk-based 
coastal zone assessment by GUARD. 
 
David Sneddon, 2006. 

DBA 
36 

North Uist, Loch Portain 
NF87SE 
45.00 

Quarry (Period 
Unassigned)(Possible), Road 
(Period Unassigned) 

NF87SE 45 8866 7329 
 
NF 8866 7329 Before the construction of 
the present Lochportain road an old well 
built track led from the main road to the 
tip of the Siginish peninsula. To the south 
of the road the track is still extant. Most 
of the track to the north shows up as a 
prominent feature. Source: Carol Knott, 
2001. 
 
NF 8872 7329 Deep heather covered 
hollow against the old road. Presumably 
a quarry pit. Source: Carol Knott, 2001. 
 
NF 8876 7327 Old quarry on the northern 
edge of a modern road. Source: Carol 
Knott, 2001. 
 
Sites identified during a desk-based 
coastal zone assessment by GUARD. 
 
David Sneddon, 2006. 

Period 
Unassigned 

88660 873290 

Non-
designated 
Heritage 
Asset 

DBA 
37 

North Uist, Loch An 
Duin 

NF87SE 
47.00 

General View (Period 
Unassigned) 

Aerial Photography (16 November 2011) 
 
2011 RCAHMS Aerial Survey 

N/A 89090 873970 Event 

DBA 
38 

North Uist, Rubha An 
Duine 

NF97SE 
18.00 

General View (Period 
Unassigned) 

Aerial Photography (16 November 2011) 
 
2011 RCAHMS Aerial Survey 

N/A 97680 872800 Event 



AOC70903: Proposed Water Main Renewal and Extension, Lochportain, North Uist, Archaeological Desk-based Assessment and Survey Report 

 

 
© AOC Archaeology 2025 | 48 | www.aocarchaeology.com 

 

Asset 
No. 

Name 
HER 
Reference 

Form Excerpt from HER description Period Easting Northing Designation 

DBA 
39 

North Uist, Eileanan 
Dhomhnuill 

NF97SW 
23.00 

Hut(S) (Period Unassigned) 

Aerial Photography (18 September 2015) 
 
2015 RCAHMS Aerial Survey 

Period 
Unassigned 

93490 870683 Event 

DBA 
40 

North Uist, Loch 
Portain, Righe Dubh 

NF97SW 
24.00 

Structure (Period 
Unassigned), Wall(S) (Period 
Unassigned) 

Aerial Photography (18 September 2015) 
 
2015 RCAHMS Aerial Survey 

Period 
Unassigned 

92943 871141 Event 

DBA 
41 

Tigh-Na-Hoe NF97SE 
20.00 

Fish Trap (Period Unassigned) 
Aerial Photography (2 June 2016) 
 
2016 HES Aerial Survey 

Period 
Unassigned 

96043 873822 Event 

DBA 
42 

Orasaigh 
NF97SE 
21.00 

Wall(S) (Period Unassigned) 

Aerial Photography (2 June 2016) 
 
2016 HES Aerial Survey 

Period 
Unassigned 

96641 873446 Event 

DBA 
43 

Bagh A'Chaise 
NF97SE 
22.00 

Fish Trap (Period Unassigned) 
Aerial Photography (2 June 2016) 
 
2016 HES Aerial Survey 

Period 
Unassigned 

96925 873199 Event 

DBA 
44 

North Uist Shieling 
Survey, Ceallasaigh Mor 

NF97SW 
31.00 Shieling (Period Unknown) 

Archaeological Evaluation (January 2021 
- October 2021) 
 
NF 7794 7041–NF 9514 7096 During 
2021 a concentrated effort was made to 
complete a survey record of all 110 or so 
shieling sites so far identified on the 
island of North Uist. Recording had 
started in 2014 and continued over the 
following six years as part of other 
general field surveys – mainly in upland 
areas along the island’s east coast. 
Around six of the remotest sites remain 
to be surveyed. Around 82 shielings are 
included in the Canmore record of North 
Uist, of which around five are believed to 
be incorrectly classified. These include a 

Period 
Unassigned 91150 871920 Event 
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19th-century farmstead (Canmore ID: 
123318), two huts on the shores of tidal 
islands which are likely to relate to 
kelping activity (Canmore ID: 10279 and 
10280), a hut on a non-causewayed 
island dun (Canmore ID: 10259), and 
one where such limited remains exist 
that it is impossible to classify them 
accurately (Canmore ID: 10413). 

DBA 
45 

North Uist Shieling 
Survey, Ceallasaigh 
Beag 

NF97SW 
30.00 

Shieling (Period Unknown) 

Archaeological Evaluation (January 2021 
- October 2021) 
 
NF 7794 7041–NF 9514 7096 During 
2021 a concentrated effort was made to 
complete a survey record of all 110 or so 
shieling sites so far identified on the 
island of North Uist. Recording had 
started in 2014 and continued over the 
following six years as part of other 
general field surveys – mainly in upland 
areas along the island’s east coast. 
Around six of the remotest sites remain 
to be surveyed. Around 82 shielings are 
included in the Canmore record of North 
Uist, of which around five are believed to 
be incorrectly classified. These include a 
19th-century farmstead (Canmore ID: 
123318), two huts on the shores of tidal 
islands which are likely to relate to 
kelping activity (Canmore ID: 10279 and 
10280), a hut on a non-causewayed 
island dun (Canmore ID: 10259), and 
one where such limited remains exist 
that it is impossible to classify them 
accurately (Canmore ID: 10413). 

Period 
Unassigned 

91320 871670 Event 
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DBA 
46 

Loch Na Caiginn 
NF97SW 
25.00 

Pond (Period Unassigned) 

Aerial Photography (3 June 2016) 
 
2016 HES Aerial Survey 

Period 
Unassigned 

94974 871710 Event 

DBA 
47 

Filleam 
NF97SW 
26.00 

Causeway (Period 
Unassigned) 

Aerial Photography (3 June 2016) 
 
2016 HES Aerial Survey 

Period 
Unassigned 

93113 871447 Event 

DBA 
48 

Filleam NF97SW 
27.00 

Wall (Period Unassigned) 
Aerial Photography (3 June 2016) 
 
2016 HES Aerial Survey 

Period 
Unassigned 

93344 871432 Event 

DBA 
49 

North Uist, Taghaigh 
NF97NE 
4.00 

General View (Period 
Unassigned) 

Aerial Photography (18 September 2015) 
 
2015 RCAHMS Aerial Survey 

N/A 95994 875211 Event 

DBA 
50 

North Uist, Hoe Beg 
NF97SE 
19.00 

Township (Period Unassigned) 

Aerial Photography (18 September 2015) 
 
2015 RCAHMS Aerial Survey 

Period 
Unassigned 

95593 874393 Event 

DBA 
51 

Beinn Thacleit NF97SE 
23.00 

Shieling Hut (Post Medieval), 
Shieling Mound(S) (Post 
Medieval) 

Aerial Photography (3 June 2016) 
 
2016 HES Aerial Survey 

Post Medieval 95260 871516 Event 

DBA 
52 

Loch Portain, North Uist 
NF87SE 
54.00 

Blackhouse (Post Medieval) 

Field Visit 
 
Locheport & Lochportain, North Uist: an 
archaeological survey 
 
F17 NF 8878 7331: Remains of a building 
F17 were observed on the brow of a 
small hill 20m SE of pole 3 on its access 
route from the road. The low remains are 
badly collapsed, but give internal 
dimensions of 11m long by 3.1 to 3.8m 
wide, aligned NNE-SSW with the slope, 
with iindications of internal sub-
divisions. It is of traditional blackhouse 

Post Medieval 88767 873304 

Non-
designated 
Heritaege 
Asset 
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construction with a drystone internal 
stone face surviving up to a maximum of 
0.454m in four courses at the northern 
end, and peaty wall core. Most traces of 
any external stone face have been 
obscured by spreading wall core. 
Surviving stonework consists of mostly 
smallish stones, set in flat courses at top 
and bottom, with some small 
orthostatically-set stones down the 
sides, except for one slab 2.25m long in 
east wall. There are suggestions of a 
doorway in the southern half of the west 
wall, and indication sof a small ditch, m 
ost obvious at the NW corner. 
 
No structure, roofed or unroofed, is 
shown here on the 1st ed. OS map of 
1879. This , combined with the poor 
state of preservation of the walls, 
suggests that this house had become 
ruinous many years before 1879. 
 
Knott 2001, 11 

 

  



AOC70903: Proposed Water Main Renewal and Extension, Lochportain, North Uist, Archaeological Desk-based Assessment and 

Survey Report 

 

 
© AOC Archaeology 2025 | 52 | www.aocarchaeology.com 

 

Appendix 3: Walkover survey photographs 
 

 
CP2: View WNW at connection point for pipeline at north end of route by Cheese Bay 

 

 
CP3: View NNE over north end of pipeline route location by Cheese Bay 
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CP1: View N over north end of pipeline route location 

 

 
CP4: View S along pipeline route location between Cheese Bay and Lochportain 
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CP5: View S along pipeline route location between Cheese Bay and Lochportain 

 

 
CP8: View ESE towards Loch an Duin dun, DBA Site 4 
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CP8: Zoomed view ESE towards Loch an Duin dun, DBA Site 4 

 

 
CP6: View E over location of south connection point at Lochportain 
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CP14: View NNW along pipeline route location between Braigh Cheallasaigh and Loch Bru 

 

 
CP15: View NW along pipeline route location between Braigh Cheallasaigh and Loch Bru 
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CP16: View E along pipeline route location between Braigh Cheallasaigh and Loch Bru 

 

 
CP17: View E along pipeline route location between Braigh Cheallasaigh and Loch Bru 
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CP18: View W along pipeline route location between Braigh Cheallasaigh and Loch Bru 

 

 
CP32: View W along pipeline route location between Braigh Cheallasaigh and Loch Bru, area of peat 

cutting 
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CP31: View ESE along pipeline route location between Braigh Cheallasaigh and Loch Bru 

 

 
CP30: View WNW along pipeline route location between Braigh Cheallasaigh and Loch Bru 
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CP29: View NE along pipeline route location between Braigh Cheallasaigh and Loch Bru, areas of 

peat cutting 
 

 
CP28: View SW along pipeline route location between Braigh Cheallasaigh and Loch Bru 
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CP27: View SSW along pipeline route location between Braigh Cheallasaigh and Loch Bru 

 

 
CP26: View E along pipeline route location between Braigh Cheallasaigh and Loch Bru showing 

depth of peat cutting 
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CP25: View E along pipeline route location between Braigh Cheallasaigh and Loch Bru 

 

 
CP23: View S over hollow in ground surface along pipeline route location between Braigh 

Cheallasaigh and Loch Bru 
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CP21: View NE along pipeline route location at Loch Bru 

 

 
CP33: View N across Loch Bru towards DBA Site 3, broch 

 



AOC70903: Proposed Water Main Renewal and Extension, Lochportain, North Uist, Archaeological Desk-based Assessment and 

Survey Report 

 

 
© AOC Archaeology 2025 | 64 | www.aocarchaeology.com 

 

 
CP20: View NW along pipeline route location between at Loch Bru 

 

 
CP19: View ESE along pipeline route location at west end of route 
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CP22: View SW along pipeline route location at west end of route 
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