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Date: 18 January 2022 

Dear Kathleen Nolan, 

SCREENING OPINION UNDER THE MARINE WORKS (ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT 
ASSESSMENT) (SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2017  

Thank you for your screening opinion request dated 05 November 2021 in regards to the 
proposed variation of Ardersier Port Ltd’s marine licence to allow dredging between October 
and March (“the Proposed Works”).    

The Proposed Works at Ardersier Port are to be undertaken as part of the capital dredging 
(“the Licensed Works”), for which the most recent marine licence was granted in October 
2021. The Licensed Works are an Environmental Impact Assessment (“EIA”) project 
therefore the Scottish Ministers consider the Proposed Works to fall under paragraph 14 of 
schedule 2 of The Marine Works (Environmental Impact Assessment) (Scotland) Regulations 
2017 (“the 2017 MW Regulations”), on the basis that they consititute a change to schedule 
1 works already authorised. The Proposed Works are being carried out in a sensitive area, 
as defined by the 2017 MW Regulations. Consequently, the Scottish Ministers are obliged to 
adopt a screening opinion as to whether the Proposed Works are, or are not, an 
Environmental Impact Assessment (“EIA”) project under the 2017 MW Regulations. 

Under regulation 10(5) of the 2017 MW Regulations, the Scottish Ministers have consulted 
with NatureScot (formerly Scottish Natural Heritage), the Scottish Environment Protection 
Agency (“SEPA”), the Highland Council and Historic Environment Scotland (“HES”) as to 
their view on whether the Proposed Works are an EIA project. Copies of the consultation 
responses received are attached for your review (at Appendix I).  

When making a determination as to whether schedule 2 works are an EIA project, the 
Scottish Ministers must take into account such of the selection criteria set out in schedule 3 
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of the 2017 MW Regulations as are relevant to the Proposed Works. In this regard, the 
Scottish Ministers have considered the following: 

Characteristics of the works 

The Licensed Works currently have a valid marine licence authorising dredging and deposit 
of dredge material to create a navigation channel and berth for the redevelopment of 
Ardersier Port. The current marine licence is valid until 19 September 2022 but contains a 
condition to prevent dredging from October to March inclusive to avoid disturbing 
overwintering birds. The requirement for this condition was based on an assessment of using 
a large, self propelled cutter suction dredger with a dredge rate of approximately 1800m3 per 
hour. 

The Proposed Works are to use a smaller dredger, propelled by spud legs, to dredge the 
inner areas of the port. This would have a lower dredge rate (800m3 per hour) which means 
dredging is required for a longer period of time in order to dredge the same amount of 
material. Therefore, dredging over the winter is required to ensure the dredging is completed 
by the expiry of the licence.  

Location of the works 

The Proposed Works are located in Ardersier Port which is within the Inner Moray Firth 
Special Protection Area (“SPA”) and Moray Firth SPA with connectivity to the Moray Firth 
Special Area of Conservation (“SAC”) and the Dornoch Firth and Morrich More SAC. The 
Proposed Works will not change the impact on the SACs from that which was previously 
assessed. 

Dredging over the winter period was assessed within the original EIA Report and identified 
several potential impacts to birds including a loss of habitat, noise and visual disturbance 
from using the larger dredger. The ornithological assessment submitted as part of the 
screening opinion request provided an assessment of bird counts at the roosts which form 
part of the Inner Moray Firth SPA and concluded that these would not be adversely impacted 
by the Proposed Works.   

NatureScot agreed with the ornithological assessment and concluded that following the 
methodology and implementing the additional mitigation detailed below, dredging the inner 
harbour area of Ardersier Port using the smaller dredger during the period 01 October to 31 
March will not result in additional significant environmental effects on the roost site. The area 
references refer to those in the drawing in Appendix II. 

1. Winter dredging will only take place in the area shown in the grid;
2. No dredging activities will take place in December and January:

a. Within 500 m of Bird Roost Site 1
b. Within the green shaded area having direct line of sight to Bird Roost Site 1

3. The initial anticipated pattern of dredging is as follows, but could be modified to suit
sensitivities observed on site at the time:

a. Dredging would commence out from the Dredger Berth (grid cell H1).
b. It would initially work from the quayside out into the harbour (cell H1 to H6).
c. Then move east and work in a similar direction from the quayside out into the

harbour (cell G1 out to G6)
d. Continue on this basis up to the eastern extent of the harbour dredge (cells A1

to A6).
e. Then return to the berth area and work westwards (cell I1 out to I6).
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f. The continued western progression would be in accordance with the zones
highlighted in point 2 above.

4. The protocol to minimise bird disturbance will be monitored by the Environmental
Clerk of Works (“ECoW”).

5. The content of this protocol to minimise bird disturbance will include the following:
a. Reviewing the dredge plan on a weekly basis with the ECoW, taking into

account bird activity on site to confirm active dredge cells for the week to
minimise bird disturbance.

b. Ensuring buffer zones to roost sites (including point 2 above) are maintained -
through toolbox talks and shoreline markers

c. Avoiding any unnecessary vessel transit routes/journeys across the harbour
that may cause disturbance

In addition, NatureScot advised that because the overwinter dredging will be limited to the 
harbour area, it will not adversely affect the qualifying species of the Moray Firth SPA as the 
species likely to be found in the adjacent Moray Firth favour marine waters and do not use 
roost sites or intertidal feeding areas close to the Proposed Works. 

Characteristics of the potential impact 

The screening opinion request provides an updated assessment to consider the change in 
methodology and concludes that dredging over winter using the smaller dredger will not have 
a significant adverse effect on the overwintering birds.  

SEPA, HES and the Highland Council all advised that the removal of the restriction on winter 
dredging would not change their original consultation responses and that the Proposed 
Works do not require an EIA.  

The Scottish Ministers agree with the information provided and advice received that there will 
be no additional impacts from the Proposed Works. The mitigation listed above is sufficient 
to ensure that there will be no significant adverse effect on the environment from the 
Proposed Works. 

Conclusion 

In view of the findings above, the Scottish Ministers are of the opinion that an EIA is not 
required to be carried out in respect of the Proposed Works providing the mitigation detailed 
above is implemented. 

If you increase, alter or extend the Proposed Works, you are advised to contact Marine 
Scotland - Licensing Operations Team again to confirm if the screening opinion is still valid. 

A copy of the screening opinion has been forwarded to the Highland Council planning 
department. The screening opinion has also been made publicly available through the Marine 
Scotland Information website.  

If you require any further assistance or advice on this matter, please do not hesitate to contact 
me. 

Yours sincerely, 

Thomas Inglis 
Marine Scotland - Licensing Operations Team 
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Historic Environment Scotland response: 
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SEPA Response: 
 

 
 
Highland Council Response: 
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Appendix II 
 

 




