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Defined Terms 

Term Definition 

Applicant Cerulean Winds Aspen Project Limited. 

Appropriate 
Assessment (AA) 

A specific part of the Habitats Regulations Appraisal (HRA) process, 
evaluating whether a plan or project may affect the integrity of a 
European Site. 

Competent Authority  The Competent Authority is the public body or organisation legally 
responsible for ensuring compliance with the Habitat Regulations. For the 
Proposed Development’s Offshore Habitats Regulation Appraisal (HRA) 
Screening Report, the Competent Authority is the Scottish Ministers.  

European Site Protected sites, originally established under EU legislation, including 
Special Areas of Conservation (SACs), candidate Special Areas of 
Conservation (cSACs), Special Protection Areas (SPAs), proposed Special 
Protection Areas (pSPAs) and Ramsar sites. 

Habitats Regulations  A term commonly used to refer to the Conservation (Natural Habitats, 
&c,) (as amended) Regulations 1994, the Conservation of Habitats and 
Species Regulations 2017; and the Conservation of Offshore Marine 
Habitats and Species Regulations 2017, which transpose the EU Habitats 
and Birds Directives into Scots law. These Regulations provide the legal 
framework for the protection of European sites, including Special Areas of 
Conservation (SACs) and Special Protection Areas (SPAs), and underpin 
the Habitats Regulations Appraisal (HRA) process. The Regulations apply 
to both terrestrial and offshore areas under Scottish jurisdiction and are 
particularly relevant to assessing the impacts of developments such as 
offshore wind farms. 

Habitats Regulation 
Appraisal (HRA) 

A process required under the Conservation (Natural Habitats, &c,) (as 
amended) Regulations 1994, the Conservation of Habitats and Species 
Regulations 2017; and the Conservation of Offshore Marine Habitats and 
Species Regulations 2017, (commonly known as the Habitat Regulations), 
which helps determine likely significant effects and (where appropriate) 
assesses adverse impacts on the integrity of European conservation sites 
and Ramsar sites. The process consists of up to three stages of 
assessment: screening, appropriate assessment and derogation. 

Likely Significant Effect 
(LSE) 

In the context of Habitats Regulations Assessment (HRA).  A Likely 
Significant Effect (LSE) refers to the result of the screening exercise that 
determines if the proposed development “would be likely to have a 
significant effect” on a European site. 

National Site Network A network of protected sites across the UK established post-Brexit, 
equivalent to the former Natura 2000 network. 

Project Aspen Offshore Wind Farm (OWF) - comprises the wind farm and all 
associated offshore and onshore components. 

Proposed 
Development 

The offshore components of the Project (Aspen Offshore Wind Farm) 
which include all offshore infrastructure associated with Aspen Array Area 
and the Offshore Transmission Cables (OTCs). 

Qualifying Feature A specific element or attribute of the European site that has been 
recognised as nationally or internationally important and forms a basis for 
the site’s legal protection and designation. 
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Term Definition 

Ramsar Site Wetlands of international importance designated under the Ramsar 
Convention. 
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Abbreviations 

Abbreviation Definition 

AA Appropriate Assessment 

AEOSI Adverse Effects on Site Integrity 

HRA Habitats Regulation Assessment 

LSE Likely Significant Effect 

O&M Operation and Maintenance 

RIAA Report to Inform Appropriate Assessment 

SAC Special Area of Conservation 

SPA Special Protection Area 

UXO Unexploded Ordnance 
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5 Transboundary Statement and Conclusions 

5.1 Transboundary Statement 

 There were no transboundary Special Protection Areas (SPAs) of Special Area of Conservation 

(SACs) screened in for assessment within Chapters 1-5 of the Offshore Report to Inform 

Appropriate Assessment (Offshore RIAA). 

 There is therefore no potential for an Adverse Effect on Site Integrity (AEoSI) from the Proposed 

Development alone and in-combination with other plans/projects (including transboundary 

projects) on any SPA.  
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5.2 Conclusions of the Assessment 

 The Stage 2 Appropriate Assessment (AA) of implications for European sites in light of their 

conservation objectives was completed in compliance with Scots law and relevant European 

Commission and national guidelines to determine whether or not AEoSI of any European sites 

would occur as a result of the construction, operation and maintenance (O&M), or 

decommissioning of the Proposed Development.  

 This RIAA has been prepared to inform and enable to competent authority to determine if the 

Proposed Development, alone or in-combination with any other plans or projects will have 

AEoSI on any European sites when they are undertaking an AA.  

 Having considered site specific surveys, scientific investigations, and assessments (which are 

set out in the RIAA and its appendices) and in light of the best scientific knowledge in the field, 

all aspects of the Proposed Development which may affect European sites alone or in-

combination with any other plans or projects, have been considered.  

 This RIAA contains information which the relevant public authority, and Competent Authority, 

must consider in making its own complete, precise and definitive findings and conclusions and 

upon which the relevant public authority is capable of determining that all reasonable scientific 

doubt has been removed as to the effects of the Proposed Development on the integrity of the 

relevant European sites. 

 In light of the conclusions of the assessment conducted in this RIAA, the Applicant is of the view 

that the construction, O&M, and decommissioning of the Proposed Development will result 

not in an AEoSI alone or in-combination for any European sites. 

 A summary of the assessment is presented below in Table 5.1. 
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Table 5.1 Conclusions of the Assessment for AEoSI for all Offshore Receptor Groups 

European Site Feature Screened in Potential for Effect 
*SPA features with breeding and non-
breeding season site connectivity 
assessed quantitatively in Section 3.6 of 
Chapter 3.  
**SPA features with connectivity only 
during non-breeding season assessed 
quantitatively in Section 3.8 of Chapter 3. 
*** Assessed qualitatively in Section 3.9 
of Chapter 3. 

Conclusion on Adverse Effect Alone Conclusion on Adverse Effect In-combination 

Construction O&M Decommissioning Construction O&M Decommissioning 

Marine Mammals (Assessed in Chapter 2 Marine Mammals RIAA) 

Moray Firth 
Special Area of 
Conservation 
(SAC) 

Bottlenose dolphin Underwater Noise – Auditory injury caused 
by piling, 

No AEoSI   No AEoSI   

Underwater Noise – Auditory injury caused 
by Unexploded Ordnance (UXO),  

No AEoSI  No AEoSI No AEoSI  No AEoSI 

Underwater Noise – Auditory injury caused 
by geophysical surveys, 

No AEoSI   No AEoSI   

Underwater Noise – Auditory injury caused 
by other construction activities 

No AEoSI   No AEoSI   

Behavioural disturbance caused by piling,  No AEoSI   No AEoSI   

Behavioural disturbance caused by UXO 
clearance 

No AEoSI  No AEoSI No AEoSI  No AEoSI 

Behavioural disturbance caused by 
geophysical surveys 

No AEoSI   No AEoSI   

Behavioural disturbance caused by other 
construction activities 

No AEoSI   No AEoSI   

Underwater Noise – floating foundations 
(operational phase) 

 No AEoSI   No AEoSI  

Vessel collision risk – all phases No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI 

Vessel disturbance – all phases No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI 

Accidental pollution – all phases No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI 

Changes to prey – all phases No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI 

Offshore Ornithology (Assessed in Chapter 3 Offshore and Intertidal Ornithology RIAA) 

Buchan Ness to 
Collieston 
Coast SPA 

Guillemot Changes in prey*** No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI    

Distributional responses * No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI 

Entanglement***  No AEoSI     

Kittiwake Changes in prey*** No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI    

Distributional responses* No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI 

Collision risk*  No AEoSI   No AEoSI  

Fulmar   Changes in prey*** No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI    
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European Site Feature Screened in Potential for Effect 
*SPA features with breeding and non-
breeding season site connectivity 
assessed quantitatively in Section 3.6 of 
Chapter 3.  
**SPA features with connectivity only 
during non-breeding season assessed 
quantitatively in Section 3.8 of Chapter 3. 
*** Assessed qualitatively in Section 3.9 
of Chapter 3. 

Conclusion on Adverse Effect Alone Conclusion on Adverse Effect In-combination 

Construction O&M Decommissioning Construction O&M Decommissioning 

Distributional responses***  No AEoSI     

Herring gull  Changes in prey*** No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI    

Collision risk**  No AEoSI     

Troup, Pennan 
and Lion’s 
Heads SPA 

Razorbill Changes in prey*** No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI    

Distributional responses* No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI 

Entanglement***  No AEoSI     

Kittiwake Changes in prey*** No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI    

Distributional responses* No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI 

Collision risk*  No AEoSI   No AEoSI  

Fulmar Changes in prey*** No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI    

Distributional responses***  No AEoSI     

Herring gull Collision risk**  No AEoSI     

Changes in prey*** No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI    

Fowlsheugh 
SPA 

Razorbill Changes in prey*** No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI    

Distributional responses** No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI    

Entanglement***  No AEoSI     

Kittiwake Changes in prey*** No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI    

Distributional responses* No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI 

Collision risk*  No AEoSI   No AEoSI  

Fulmar Changes in prey*** No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI    

Distributional responses***  No AEoSI     

Herring gull Collision risk**  No AEoSI     

Changes in prey*** No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI    

East Caithness 
Cliffs SPA 

Razorbill Changes in prey*** No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI    

Distributional responses** No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI    

Entanglement***  No AEoSI     



  

 

ASPEN OFFSHORE WIND FARM 

Revision: 01 
11 of 21 

 

European Site Feature Screened in Potential for Effect 
*SPA features with breeding and non-
breeding season site connectivity 
assessed quantitatively in Section 3.6 of 
Chapter 3.  
**SPA features with connectivity only 
during non-breeding season assessed 
quantitatively in Section 3.8 of Chapter 3. 
*** Assessed qualitatively in Section 3.9 
of Chapter 3. 

Conclusion on Adverse Effect Alone Conclusion on Adverse Effect In-combination 

Construction O&M Decommissioning Construction O&M Decommissioning 

Kittiwake Changes in prey*** No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI    

Distributional responses* No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI 

Collision risk*  No AEoSI   No AEoSI  

Fulmar Changes in prey*** No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI    

Distributional responses***  No AEoSI     

Herring gull Changes in prey*** No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI    

Collision Risk**  No AEoSI     

Great black-backed 
gull 

Collision risk**  No AEoSI     

Changes in prey*** No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI    

North 
Caithness Cliffs 
SPA 

Puffin Changes in prey*** No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI    

Distributional responses* No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI    

Entanglement***  No AEoSI     

Razorbill Changes in prey*** No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI    

Distributional responses** No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI    

Entanglement***  No AEoSI     

Kittiwake Changes in prey*** No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI    

Distributional responses* No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI 

Collision risk*  No AEoSI   No AEoSI  

Fulmar Changes in prey*** No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI    

Distributional responses***  No AEoSI     

Copinsay SPA Kittiwake Changes in prey*** No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI    

Distributional responses* No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI    

Collision risk*  No AEoSI     

Great black-backed 
gull 

Changes in prey*** No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI    

Collision risk**  No AEoSI     

Fulmar Changes in prey*** No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI    
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European Site Feature Screened in Potential for Effect 
*SPA features with breeding and non-
breeding season site connectivity 
assessed quantitatively in Section 3.6 of 
Chapter 3.  
**SPA features with connectivity only 
during non-breeding season assessed 
quantitatively in Section 3.8 of Chapter 3. 
*** Assessed qualitatively in Section 3.9 
of Chapter 3. 

Conclusion on Adverse Effect Alone Conclusion on Adverse Effect In-combination 

Construction O&M Decommissioning Construction O&M Decommissioning 

Distributional responses***  No AEoSI     

Auskerry SPA Storm petrel Changes in prey*** No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI    

Disturbance from artificial light*** No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI    

Hoy SPA 
 

Puffin Distributional responses* No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI    

Changes in prey*** No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI    

Entanglement***  No AEoSI     

Kittiwake Distributional responses* No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI    

Changes in prey*** No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI    

Collision risk*  No AEoSI     

Great black-backed 
gull 

Collision Risk**  No AEoSI     

Changes in prey*** No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI    

Fulmar Changes in prey*** No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI    

Distributional responses***  No AEoSI     

Fair Isle SPA Razorbill Changes in prey*** No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI    

Distributional responses** No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI    

Entanglement***  No AEoSI     

Puffin Distributional responses* No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI    

Changes in prey*** No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI    

Entanglement***  No AEoSI     

Kittiwake Distributional responses* No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI    

Changes in prey*** No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI    

Collision risk*  No AEoSI     

Gannet Distributional responses* No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI 

Changes in prey*** No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI    

Collision risk*  No AEoSI   No AEoSI  

Entanglement***  No AEoSI     
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European Site Feature Screened in Potential for Effect 
*SPA features with breeding and non-
breeding season site connectivity 
assessed quantitatively in Section 3.6 of 
Chapter 3.  
**SPA features with connectivity only 
during non-breeding season assessed 
quantitatively in Section 3.8 of Chapter 3. 
*** Assessed qualitatively in Section 3.9 
of Chapter 3. 

Conclusion on Adverse Effect Alone Conclusion on Adverse Effect In-combination 

Construction O&M Decommissioning Construction O&M Decommissioning 

Fulmar Changes in prey*** No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI    

Distributional responses***  No AEoSI     

Forth Islands 
SPA 

Puffin Changes in prey*** No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI    

Distributional responses* No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI 

Entanglement***  No AEoSI     

Kittiwake Distributional responses* No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI 

Changes in prey*** No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI    

Collision risk*  No AEoSI   No AEoSI  

Gannet Distributional responses* No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI 

Changes in prey*** No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI    

Collision risk*  No AEoSI   No AEoSI  

Entanglement***  No AEoSI     

Razorbill Distributional responses** No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI    

Changes in prey*** No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI    

Entanglement***  No AEoSI     

Herring gull  Changes in prey*** No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI    

Collision risk**  No AEoSI     

Calf of Eday 
SPA 

Kittiwake Distributional responses* No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI    

Changes in prey*** No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI    

Collision risk*  No AEoSI     

Fulmar Changes in prey*** No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI    

Distribution responses***  No AEoSI     

Great black-backed 
gull 

Collision risk**  No AEoSI     

Changes in prey*** No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI    

Rousay SPA Kittiwake Distributional responses* No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI    

Changes in prey*** No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI    
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European Site Feature Screened in Potential for Effect 
*SPA features with breeding and non-
breeding season site connectivity 
assessed quantitatively in Section 3.6 of 
Chapter 3.  
**SPA features with connectivity only 
during non-breeding season assessed 
quantitatively in Section 3.8 of Chapter 3. 
*** Assessed qualitatively in Section 3.9 
of Chapter 3. 

Conclusion on Adverse Effect Alone Conclusion on Adverse Effect In-combination 

Construction O&M Decommissioning Construction O&M Decommissioning 

Collision risk*  No AEoSI     

Fulmar Changes in prey*** No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI    

Distributional responses***  No AEoSI     

St Abb’s Head 
to Fast Castle 
SPA 

Kittiwake Distributional responses* No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI    

Changes in prey*** No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI    

Collision risk*  No AEoSI     

Razorbill Distributional responses** No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI    

Changes in prey*** No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI    

Entanglement***  No AEoSI     

Herring gull Collision risk**  No AEoSI     

Changes in prey*** No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI    

West Westray 
SPA 

Kittiwake Distributional responses* No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI    

Changes in prey*** No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI    

Collision risk*  No AEoSI     

Fulmar Changes in prey*** No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI    

Distributional responses***  No AEoSI     

Razorbill Distributional responses** No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI    

Changes in prey*** No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI    

Entanglement***  No AEoSI     

Marwick Head 
SPA 

Kittiwake Distributional responses* No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI    

Changes in prey*** No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI    

Collision risk*  No AEoSI     

Sumburgh 
Head SPA 

Kittiwake Distributional responses* No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI    

Changes in prey*** No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI    

Collision risk*  No AEoSI     

Fulmar Changes in prey*** No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI    
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European Site Feature Screened in Potential for Effect 
*SPA features with breeding and non-
breeding season site connectivity 
assessed quantitatively in Section 3.6 of 
Chapter 3.  
**SPA features with connectivity only 
during non-breeding season assessed 
quantitatively in Section 3.8 of Chapter 3. 
*** Assessed qualitatively in Section 3.9 
of Chapter 3. 

Conclusion on Adverse Effect Alone Conclusion on Adverse Effect In-combination 

Construction O&M Decommissioning Construction O&M Decommissioning 

Distributional responses***  No AEoSI     

Farne Islands 
SPA 

Seabird assemblage: 
Puffin 

Distributional responses* No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI 

Changes in prey*** No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI    

Entanglement***  No AEoSI     

Seabird assemblage: 
Kittiwake 

Distributional responses* No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI    

Changes in prey*** No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI    

Collision risk*  No AEoSI     

Mousa SPA Storm petrel Changes in prey*** No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI    

Disturbance from artificial light*** No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI    

Noss SPA Puffin Changes in prey*** No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI    

Distributional responses* No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI    

Entanglement***  No AEoSI     

Kittiwake Distributional responses* No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI    

Changes in prey*** No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI    

Collision risk*  No AEoSI     

Gannet Distributional responses* No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI 

Changes in prey*** No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI    

Collision risk*  No AEoSI   No AEoSI  

Entanglement***  No AEoSI     

Fulmar Changes in prey*** No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI    

Distributional responses***  No AEoSI     

Coquet Island 
SPA 

Seabird Assemblage:  
Puffin 

Distributional responses** No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI    

Changes to prey*** No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI    

Entanglement***  No AEoSI     

Sule Skerry and 
Sule Stack SPA 

Gannet Distributional responses* No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI    

Changes in prey***  No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI    
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European Site Feature Screened in Potential for Effect 
*SPA features with breeding and non-
breeding season site connectivity 
assessed quantitatively in Section 3.6 of 
Chapter 3.  
**SPA features with connectivity only 
during non-breeding season assessed 
quantitatively in Section 3.8 of Chapter 3. 
*** Assessed qualitatively in Section 3.9 
of Chapter 3. 

Conclusion on Adverse Effect Alone Conclusion on Adverse Effect In-combination 

Construction O&M Decommissioning Construction O&M Decommissioning 

Collision risk*  No AEoSI     

Entanglement***  No AEoSI     

Storm petrel Disturbance from artificial light*** No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI    

Changes in prey*** No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI    

Leach’s petrel Disturbance from artificial light*** No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI    

Changes in prey*** No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI    

Cape Wrath 
SPA 

Kittiwake Distributional responses* No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI    

Changes in prey*** No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI    

Collision risk*  No AEoSI     

Fulmar Changes in prey*** No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI    

Distributional responses***  No AEoSI     

Foula SPA Kittiwake Distributional responses* No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI    

Changes in prey*** No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI    

Collision risk*  No AEoSI     

Razorbill Distributional responses** No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI    

Changes in prey*** No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI    

Entanglement***  No AEoSI     

Puffin Distributional responses** No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI    

Changes in prey*** No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI    

Entanglement***  No AEoSI     

Fulmar Changes in prey*** No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI    

Distributional responses***  No AEoSI     

Leach’s petrel Disturbance from artificial light*** No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI    

Changes in prey*** No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI    

Alde Ore 
Estuary 

Herring gull Collision Risk**  No AEoSI     

Changes in prey*** No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI    
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European Site Feature Screened in Potential for Effect 
*SPA features with breeding and non-
breeding season site connectivity 
assessed quantitatively in Section 3.6 of 
Chapter 3.  
**SPA features with connectivity only 
during non-breeding season assessed 
quantitatively in Section 3.8 of Chapter 3. 
*** Assessed qualitatively in Section 3.9 
of Chapter 3. 

Conclusion on Adverse Effect Alone Conclusion on Adverse Effect In-combination 

Construction O&M Decommissioning Construction O&M Decommissioning 

Handa SPA Fulmar Changes in prey*** No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI    

Distributional responses***  No AEoSI     

Fetlar SPA Fulmar Changes in prey*** No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI    

Distributional responses***  No AEoSI     

Hermaness, 
Saxa Vord and 
Valla Field SPA 

Gannet Distributional responses* No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI 

Changes in prey*** No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI    

Collision risk*  No AEoSI   No AEoSI  

Entanglement***  No AEoSI     

Puffin Distributional responses** No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI    

Changes in prey*** No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI    

Entanglement***  No AEoSI     

Fulmar Changes in prey*** No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI    

Distributional responses***  No AEoSI     

North Rona 
and Sula Sgeir 
SPA 

Gannet Distributional responses* No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI    

Changes in prey*** No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI    

Collision risk*  No AEoSI     

Entanglement***  No AEoSI     

Fulmar Changes in prey*** No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI    

Distributional responses***  No AEoSI     

Leach’s petrel Disturbance from artificial light*** No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI    

Changes in prey*** No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI    

Shiant Isles Fulmar Changes in prey*** No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI    

Distributional responses***  No AEoSI     

Flamborough 
and Filey Coast 
SPA 

Kittiwake Distributional responses** No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI 

Changes in prey*** No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI    

Collision risk**  No AEoSI   No AEoSI  
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European Site Feature Screened in Potential for Effect 
*SPA features with breeding and non-
breeding season site connectivity 
assessed quantitatively in Section 3.6 of 
Chapter 3.  
**SPA features with connectivity only 
during non-breeding season assessed 
quantitatively in Section 3.8 of Chapter 3. 
*** Assessed qualitatively in Section 3.9 
of Chapter 3. 

Conclusion on Adverse Effect Alone Conclusion on Adverse Effect In-combination 

Construction O&M Decommissioning Construction O&M Decommissioning 

Gannet Distributional responses* No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI 

Changes in prey*** No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI    

Collision risk*  No AEoSI   No AEoSI  

Entanglement***  No AEoSI     

Razorbill  Distributional responses** No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI    

Entanglement***  No AEoSI     

Changes in prey*** No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI    

Seabird assemblage: 
Puffin 

Distributional responses** No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI    

Changes in prey*** No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI    

Entanglement***  No AEoSI     

Herring gull Collision risk**  No AEoSI     

Changes in prey*** No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI    

Flannan Isles 
SPA 

Fulmar Changes in prey*** No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI    

Distributional responses***  No AEoSI     

Leach’s petrel 
 

Disturbance from artificial light*** No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI    

Changes in prey*** No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI    

Mingulay and 
Berneray SPA 

Fulmar Changes in prey*** No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI    

Distributional responses***  No AEoSI     

Rathlin Island 
SPA 

Fulmar Changes in prey*** No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI    

Distributional responses***  No AEoSI     

St Kilda SPA Gannet Distributional responses* No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI    

Changes in prey*** No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI    

Collision risk *  No AEoSI     

Entanglement***  No AEoSI     

Fulmar Changes in prey*** No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI    

Distributional responses***  No AEoSI     
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European Site Feature Screened in Potential for Effect 
*SPA features with breeding and non-
breeding season site connectivity 
assessed quantitatively in Section 3.6 of 
Chapter 3.  
**SPA features with connectivity only 
during non-breeding season assessed 
quantitatively in Section 3.8 of Chapter 3. 
*** Assessed qualitatively in Section 3.9 
of Chapter 3. 

Conclusion on Adverse Effect Alone Conclusion on Adverse Effect In-combination 

Construction O&M Decommissioning Construction O&M Decommissioning 

Leach’s petrel Disturbance from artificial light*** No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI    

Changes in prey*** No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI    

Manx shearwater Disturbance from artificial light*** No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI    

Changes in prey*** No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI    

Intertidal Ornithology (Assessed in Section 3.10 Chapter 3 Offshore and Intertidal Ornithology RIAA) 

Ythan Estuary, 
Sands of Forvie 
and Meikle 
Loch SPA 

Pink-footed goose Disturbance/ displacement No AEoSI  No AEoSI    

Eider Disturbance/ displacement No AEoSI  No AEoSI    

Migratory collision risk  No AEoSI     

Common tern Disturbance/ displacement No AEoSI  No AEoSI    

Sandwich tern Disturbance/ displacement No AEoSI  No AEoSI    

Redshank Disturbance/ displacement No AEoSI  No AEoSI    

Migratory collision risk  No AEoSI     

Lapwing Disturbance/ displacement No AEoSI  No AEoSI    

Migratory collision risk  No AEoSI     

Loch of Skene 
SPA/ RAMSAR 

Greylag goose Disturbance/ displacement No AEoSI  No AEoSI    

Forth Islands 
SPA 

Lesser black-backed 
gull 

Disturbance/displacement No AEoSI  No AEoSI    

Outer Firth of 
Forth and St 
Andrews bay 
Complex 
SPA/RAMSAR 

Common scotor Migratory collision risk  No AEoSI     

Long tailed duck Migratory collision risk  No AEoSI     

Red-throated diver Migratory collision risk  No AEoSI     

Slavonian grebe Migratory collision risk  No AEoSI     

Velvet scoter Migratory collision risk  No AEoSI     

Red-breasted 
merganser 

Migratory collision risk  No AEoSI     

Eider Migratory collision risk  No AEoSI     

Golden eye Migratory collision risk  No AEoSI     

Fish and Shellfish (Assessed in Chapter 4 Fish and Shellfish Ecology RIAA) 
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European Site Feature Screened in Potential for Effect 
*SPA features with breeding and non-
breeding season site connectivity 
assessed quantitatively in Section 3.6 of 
Chapter 3.  
**SPA features with connectivity only 
during non-breeding season assessed 
quantitatively in Section 3.8 of Chapter 3. 
*** Assessed qualitatively in Section 3.9 
of Chapter 3. 

Conclusion on Adverse Effect Alone Conclusion on Adverse Effect In-combination 

Construction O&M Decommissioning Construction O&M Decommissioning 

River Dee SAC Atlantic salmon Underwater noise from piling within the 
Aspen Array Area 

No AEoSI   No AEoSI   

Underwater noise from UXO clearance  No AEoSI  No AEoSI No AEoSI  No AEoSI 

Underwater noise from other noise sources No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI    

Temporary increases in suspended sediment 
concentration (SSC) and deposition 

No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI    

Direct and indirect seabed disturbance 
leading to release of sediment contaminants 

No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI    

EMF effects arising from cables  No AEoSI     

Freshwater pearl 
mussel 

Underwater noise from piling within the 
Aspen Array Area 

No AEoSI   No AEoSI   

Underwater noise from UXO clearance  No AEoSI  No AEoSI No AEoSI  No AEoSI 

Underwater noise from other noise sources No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI    

Temporary increases in suspended sediment 
concentration (SSC) and deposition 

No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI    

Direct and indirect seabed disturbance 
leading to release of sediment contaminants 

No AEoSI No AEoSI No AEoSI    

EMF effects arising from cables  No AEoSI     
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