
T: +44 (0)300 244 5046 
E:   

(Cetorhinus maximus)

Before completing this form, please read these notes carefully
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Please ensure that you answer questions fully in order to avoid delays.   

The completed application should be sent to Marine  Licensing Operations Team (M -LOT) at the 
address below or emailed to .

Please ensure that you supply any necessary supporting information e.g. detailed method statements, risk 
assessments etc. 

If you experience any problems filling in this form, please contact M -LOT.

Please use this application form if you wish to undertake works/activities that would affect Basking sharks in
the inshore marine area (0 – 12 nautical miles).  

Do not use this form if your application relates to scientific, research, conservation or educational purposes. 

Describe the location of the proposed works. Include a list of the latitude and longitude co-ordinates (WGS84) 
of the boundary points of the proposed project. WGS84 is the World Geodetic System 1984 and the 
reference co-ordinate system used for marine licence applications. Co-ordinates taken from GPS equipment 
should be set to WGS84. Coordinates taken from recent admiralty charts will be on a WGS84 compatible 
datum. Ordnance survey maps do not use WGS84. In a few cases, (e.g. laying of long pipelines) it may only 
be practicable to supply co-ordinates for the start and end points.  

r positions read from charts the format should be as in the example: 55°55.555’N
002°22.222’W (WGS84). The decimal point specifies that decimals of minutes are used and the datum 
is stated explicitly. If seconds are used then the format should be as in the example: 55°55’44’’N  
2°22’11’’W (WGS84).

Marine Directorate - Licensing Operations Team 
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Tel: 0300 244 5046
Email:

While every effort has been made to ensure the information contained in this document is accurate, nothing 
in this document should be taken to replace the current legislation in force at this time. You are advised to 
obtain qualified legal advice in relation to your rights and responsibilities under the  and other
legislation.

Marine Directorate - Licensing Operations Team 
Scottish Government 
375 Victoria Road 
Aberdeen 
AB11 9DB 
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Part B.  The Application

3 Species 

(a) How many individuals will be affected by licensed work?

(b) Please provide a description of how this number was calculated / estimated

(c) Location of proposed licensed action

Latitude and Longitude co-ordinates (WGS84) defining the extent of the project. separate 
sheet if necessary. 

L L
° . ‘N ° . ‘W
° . ‘N ° . ‘W
° . ‘N ° . ‘W
° . ‘N ° . ‘W
° . ‘N ° . ‘W
° . ‘N ° . ‘W
° . ‘N ° . ‘W
° . ‘N ° . ‘W

Marine Directorate - Licensing Operations Team 
Scottish Government 
375 Victoria Road 
Aberdeen 
AB11 9DB 

Injure: 0 
Disturbance: it is estimated that the total number of individuals disturbed will be minimal due 
to the transient nature of the animals and the short-term, localised and temporary nature of 
the works. 

There is no potential for injury or significant disturbance to basking shark in the vicinity of the 
installation activities within the Application Corridor. 

Please see Section 7 of the MEA Report (P2816_R6688) for further information.
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(d) Provide a brief description of the proposed activity and the methods to be used.
Detailed information should be included in your upporting nformation

(e) Briefly state how you will minimise the impact of your proposed work on Basking hark.
Detailed information should be included in your upporting nformation.

4. Consideration of designated sites

Designated Areas:  National Nature Reserves (NNR), Sites of Specific Scientific Interest (SSSI), Special 
Protection Area (SPA), Special Areas of Conservation (SAC), Ramsar sites, Marine Protected Areas 
(MPA).  Information on designated sites is available on   

(a) Will any part of the proposed activity fall within /or adjacent to an area covered by a
Yes    No 

(b) Please give the name of the designated site(s) and either the outcome of your consultations or the
reason why you have not consulted.  Please enclose any relevant correspondence.

Marine Directorate - Licensing Operations Team 
Scottish Government 
375 Victoria Road 
Aberdeen 
AB11 9DB 

Scottish Hydro Electric Power Distribution plc (SHEPD) is proposing to install a replacement 33kV submarine electricity cable 
between the islands of Skye and South Uist across the Little Minch. SHEPD is seeking a Basking Shark licence to enable them 
(and their contractors) to use vessels and project equipment to install the replacement cable. 

Acoustic energy emitted from vessels is strongest at frequencies < 1kHz. The acoustic source levels from vessels typically increase 
with size: 

- 60-175dB re 1 Pa (rms) from a small vessel (<50m length)
- 165 - 185dB re 1 Pa (rms) for medium to large sized vessel (50m-130m length)

USBL devices will also be used for pre- and post- lay survey works. However, the sound frequencies at which this device operates 
does not overlap the hearing range of basking shark. 

Information on mitigation methods is presented in Section 4 and Section 7 of the MEA Report (P2816_R6688). 
Mitigation specifically applying to the basking shark is outlined below: 

- Slow moving vessels - the installation vessel will be moving at a maximum speed of 4 knots to allow any basking 
sharks time to move away from the vessel should they be disturbed by the vessel presence or noise. Should a 
Basking Shark be found to be in the direct way of the route, the vessel will slow down further or, if possible, alter 
course to avoid collision. 

- Tool box talks - Crew will be made aware of all protected species within the marine environment through guidance 
such as the Marine Conservation Society (MCS) Basking Shark Code of Conduct and good practice measures for 
boat control near basking sharks.

✔

The proposed Application Corridor is located within two protected sites, the Inner Hebrides and the 
Minches Special Area of Conservation (SAC) and the Sea of Hebrides Nature Conservation 
Marine Protected Area (NCMPA). Full details of all relevant protected sites can be found in Section 
5 of the MEA report (P2816_R6688). There is no potential for injury or significant disturbance to 
cetaceans or other protected species, including basking shark, in the vicinity of the proposed 
installation operations, the conservation status of the protected sites will not be compromised. 
Details of consultation undertaken for the Project are contained within Section 1.5 of the MEA 
report.
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5. Activities to be Licenced

Proposed Methods

(a) Please complete all relevant columns in the table below to indicate the methods you propose to use,
the activity involved and the time period in which you propose to use each method. This information will be
used when preparing the licence to cover activities that would otherwise be unlawful, and failure to give full
details may result in an inappropriate licence being issued.

Method From To Disturb Kill Take / trap 

Damage or 
destroy 
place of 
shelter / 

protection 

6. Purposes of the licence application (tick one box only)

Please indicate which purpose relates to the proposed works. The options shown are taken from

Marine Directorate - Licensing Operations Team 
Scottish Government 
375 Victoria Road 
Aberdeen 
AB11 9DB 

✔ Vesse s 1st March 2026 30th November 2027

✔
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Satisfactory alternatives

Other icences / onsents

Type of onsent (e.g.
arine icence, ocal laning

uthority, ocal orks icence)

Date pplied for eference no. ate of issue of
consent 

Marine Directorate - Licensing Operations Team 
Scottish Government 
375 Victoria Road 
Aberdeen 
AB11 9DB 

Marine Licence Submitted alongside 
this application

N/A N/A

EPS licence for installation 
operations

Submitted alongside 
this application

N/A N/A

Basking Shark licence for 
installation operations

This licence
application

N/A N/A

EPS licence for geophysical 
survey operations x2

2023 EPS-00010398 and
EPS-00010530

31/01/2024 and 
15/03/2024

Basking shark licence for geophysical 
survey operations x2

2023 BS-00010399 and
BS-00010531

31/01/2024 and 
15/03/2024

SHEPD has considered various options in relation to the installation of the Skye (Loch Pooltiel) – South
Uist cable and have decided to proceed with a subsea cable replacement installation of a 33kV subsea
cable across the Little Minch (~40km), utilising new landfalls at Holmar, South Uist and Meanish Pier,
Skye. In comparison to other feasible landfall sites these options had minimal disturbance and will
allow for the continuation of the power distribution network between Skye and South Uist while
maintaining the favourable conservation status of basking shark within the works or adjacent area. The
replacement of the Skye - South Uist cable is required to meet SHEPD's commitments to provide a
reliable supply of electricity between the two islands. The following options were also explored:
- Do nothing - this option was rejected owing for the need for the connection between Skye and South
Uist
- Use an alternative landfall - alternative landfalls at Loch Pooltiel East and Milovaig Beach on Skye,
and Loch Duart Fishery and Oilear Bheag on South Uist were identified during route engineering,
however none of the options were progressed further due to various limitations as discussed in Section
1.3 of the MEA (P2816_R6688).





Marine Directorate - Licensing Operations Team 
Scottish Government 
375 Victoria Road 
Aberdeen 
AB11 9DB 

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔
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Part C.  Declarations

I have read and understand the guidance provided in this application form. I declare that the
particulars given are correct to the best of my knowledge and belief, and I apply for a licence in accordance
with these particulars.

I authorise employees or representatives of the Scottish Ministers to enter the site which is subject to this 
application for the purpose of monitoring and inspecting the permitted works. 

Warning 

Under the  failure to carry out the work which 
you propose in accordance with the terms of the licence may expose you to criminal liability. The licensee is 
responsible for ensuring compliance with the licence. 

The Scottish Ministers can modify or revoke a licence at any time, provided there are good reasons. Any 
licence that may be issued is likely to be revoked immediately if it is discovered that false information was 
provided and resulted in the issue of a licence. 

Under the THE WILDLIFE AND COUNTRYSIDE ACT 1981 (as amended), any person who in order to obtain a 
licence knowingly or recklessly makes a statement or representation, or furnishes a document or information 
which is false in a material particular, shall be guilty of an offence and may be liable to criminal prosecution. 
Any person found guilty of such offences is liable on summary conviction to imprisonment for a term not 
exceeding six months or to a  fine not exceeding level 5 on the standard scale (currently £5,000), or to both 
imprisonment and a fine. 

Note:  Previous convictions for wildlife offences will be taken into account and in some cases may mean that the 
Scottish Ministers do not consider it appropriate to grant a licence. 

Date Signature of the  
Applicant 

(The person named at part 1) 

Name in 

Note – If signing on behalf of a company, please append you signature with “on behalf of ”. 

T

Licensing Operations Team 

375 Victoria Road 
Aberdeen 
AB11 9DB 

Disclaimer 

While every effort has been made to ensure the information contained in this document is accurate, nothing in 
this document should be taken to replace the current legislation in force at this time. You are advised to 
obtain qualified legal advice in relation to your rights and responsibilities under the 1981 Act and other 
legislation. 

Marine Directorate - Licensing Operations Team 
Scottish Government 
375 Victoria Road 
Aberdeen 
AB11 9DB 

22nd August 2025

 BEHALF OF SCOTTISH HYDRO ELECTRIC POWER DISTRIBUTION PLC

[Redacted]

[Redacted]
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Annex A 

How has the risk been identified  Please give details of any expert advice received. 

How will the proposed activity address the identified risk  

Marine Directorate - Licensing Operations Team 
Scottish Government 
375 Victoria Road 
Aberdeen 
AB11 9DB 
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Annex B 

How will the proposed activity prevent the spread of disease? Please give details of any expert advice 
received. 

Marine Directorate - Licensing Operations Team 
Scottish Government 
375 Victoria Road 
Aberdeen 
AB11 9DB 
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Annex C 

How will the proposed activity prevent serious damage?  Please give details of any expert advice received. 

Marine Directorate - Licensing Operations Team 
Scottish Government 
375 Victoria Road 
Aberdeen 
AB11 9DB 
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Annex D 

What benefits will be provided by the proposed activity? Give details and indicate if they are social, economic 
or environmental.  Please indicate if the benefits are short or long term. 

What public interest will be served?  Who will benefit from the proposed activity? Does the proposed activity 
address a need? 

Why is it imperative the proposed activity goes ahead? 

Does the proposed activity support any local regional or national policies? Please give details. Are you 
fulfilling a statutory role? 

Marine Directorate - Licensing Operations Team 
Scottish Government 
375 Victoria Road 
Aberdeen 
AB11 9DB 

Scottish Hydro Electric Power Distribution plc (SHEPD) priority is to provide a safe and reliable supply 
of electricity to domestic, commercial and industrial customers in the north of Scotland and the Islands. 
The replacement of the Skye to South Uist cable will provide a secure long term economic and social 
benefit to the communities on the two islands.

SHEPD holds a licence under the Electricity Act 1989 for the distribution of electricity in the north of 
Scotland including the Islands. It has a statutory duty to provide an economic and efficient system for 
the distribution of electricity and to ensure that its assets are maintained to ensure a safe, secure and 
reliable supply to domestic and business customers. 

The existing cable has been identified as requiring replacement during routine monitoring operations.

SHEPD holds a licence under the Electricity Act 1989 for the distribution of electricity in the north of 
Scotland including the islands. 

SHEPD has a statutory duty to provide an economic and efficient system for the distribution of 
electricity and to ensure that it's assets are maintained to ensure a safe, secure and reliable supply to 
domestic and business customers. 
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Application Corridor Coordinate Listing  

Degrees and Decimal Minutes (WGS84 UTM 29N) 

Latitude  Longitude  

57° 28.184' N 006° 46.688' W 

57° 28.122' N 006° 45.265' W 

57° 27.779' N 006° 44.662' W 

57° 27.260' N 006° 44.776' W 

57° 27.741' N 006° 45.310' W 

57° 27.840' N 006° 46.287' W 

57° 26.028' N 006° 48.758' W 

57° 25.585' N 006° 49.319' W 

57° 24.803' N 006° 50.681' W 

57° 24.459' N 006° 51.448' W 

57° 24.333' N 006° 52.416' W 

57° 24.202' N 006° 55.901' W 

57° 23.253' N 007° 0.563' W 

57° 21.694' N 007° 3.997' W 

57° 20.942' N 007° 7.187' W 

57° 21.434' N 007° 13.051' W 

57° 21.614' N 007° 14.508' W 

57° 21.617' N 007° 14.999' W 

57° 21.551' N 007° 15.480' W 

57° 21.615' N 007° 15.933' W 

57° 21.772' N 007° 16.195' W 

57° 21.685' N 007° 12.716' W 

57° 21.844' N 007° 4.518' W 

57° 23.564' N 007° 0.744' W 

57° 24.472' N 006° 56.050' W 

57° 24.495' N 006° 55.056' W 

57° 26.078' N 006° 49.248' W

57° 21.453' N 007° 12.844' W 

57° 21.374' N 007° 12.523' W 

57° 27.617' N 006° 47.495' W 

57° 27.452' N 006° 45.128' W 

57° 27.870' N 006° 47.884' W 



 
Application Corridor Coordinate Listing 
 

  

 
 

  

2 11 July 2025 

  

 

57° 24.638' N 006° 51.818' W 

57° 21.257' N 007° 7.079' W 

57° 21.832' N 007° 14.618' W 

57° 21.719' N 007° 13.966' W 

57° 21.755' N 007° 15.736' W 

57° 21.699' N 007° 16.145' W 

57° 28.184' N 006° 46.688' W

 

*For the avoidance of doubt, the landward boundaries of the installation corridor covered by 
this application shall be Mean High Water Springs. The landfall boundaries defined by the 
coordinates within this application should be considered approximations, due to the 
requirement to limit the number of vertices. 

 






