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T: +44 (0)300 244 5046 
E: MD.MarineLicensing@gov.scot  

THE WILDLIFE AND COUNTRYSIDE ACT 1981  

Application for a Basking shark (Cetorhinus maximus) licence for one of the 
following purposes 

 Preserving public health or public safety
 Preventing the spread of disease
 Preventing serious damage to livestock, foodstuffs for livestock, crops,vegetables, fruit,

growing timber or any other form of property, or to fisheries.
 Social, economic or environmental purpose

Important: Before completing this form, please read these notes carefully 

Marine Directorate - Licensing Operations Team 
Scottish Government 
375 Victoria Road 
Aberdeen 
AB11 9DB 

Marine�Directorate

mailto:MD.MarineLicensing@gov.scot
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Please complete all relevant sections of the form. 

Please ensure that you answer questions fully in order to avoid delays.   

The completed application should be sent to Marine 'LrHFtoratH Licensing Operations Team (M'-LOT) at the 
address below or emailed to M'�MarLnH/LFHnVLnJ#JoY�VFot.   

:H ZLOO not proFHVV XnVLJnHG appOLFatLon IormV� 

Please ensure that you supply any necessary supporting information e.g. detailed method statements, risk 
assessments etc. 

M'�/OT ZLOO aLm to GHtHrmLnH ZKHtKHr a OLFHnFH VKoXOG EH LVVXHG ZLtKLn � to � ZHHNV oI aFFHptanFH oI a
FompOHtHG appOLFatLon�

If you experience any problems filling in this form, please contact M'-LOT. 

Please use this application form if you wish to undertake works/activities that would affect Basking sharks in 
the inshore marine area (0 – 12 nautical miles).  

Do not use this form if your application relates to scientific, research, conservation or educational purposes. 
3OHDVH�FRQWDFW�1DWXUH6FRW��HPDLO�OLFHQVLQJ#QDWXUH�VFRW��7HOHSKRQH��1�����������RU�YLVLW�WKH NatXrH6Fot�
ZHEVLWH�IRU�D�OLFHQFH�DSSOLFDWLRQ�IRU�WKHVH�SXUSRVHV�

%HIorH a OLFHnFH Fan EH JrantHG� Lt LV HVVHntLaO tKat otKHr rHOHYant OLFHnFHV or FonVHntV KaYH EHHn VHFXrHG Ior 
tKH propoVHG aFtLYLt\ �HJ MarLnH OLFHnFH��  

It LV tKH rHVponVLELOLt\ oI tKH appOLFant to oEtaLn an\ otKHr FonVHntV or aXtKorLVatLonV tKat 
ma\ EH rHTXLrHG�  

Part A  
Section 1 Personal details  

POHaVH proYLGH GHtaLOV oI tKH LnGLYLGXaO� Fompan\ or partnHrVKLp \oX ZLVK to EH namHG on tKH OLFHnFH��TKH 
OLFHnVHH LV rHVponVLEOH Ior HnVXrLnJ FompOLanFH ZLtK tKH OLFHnFH anG LtV FonGLtLonV� )aLOXrH to Farr\ oXt tKH 
ZorN propoVHG Ln aFForGanFH ZLtK tKH tHrmV oI tKH OLFHnFH ma\ H[poVH tKH OLFHnVHH to FrLmLnaO OLaELOLt\� 

Section 2 Previous applications 

POHaVH proYLGH GHtaLOV oI an\ prHYLoXV rHOHYant OLFHnFHV� 

Part B 
Section 3 

Location  

Describe the location of the proposed works. Include a list of the latitude and longitude co-ordinates (WGS84) 
of the boundary points of the proposed project. WGS84 is the World Geodetic System 1984 and the 
reference co-ordinate system used for marine licence applications. Co-ordinates taken from GPS equipment 
should be set to WGS84. Coordinates taken from recent admiralty charts will be on a WGS84 compatible 
datum. Ordnance survey maps do not use WGS84. In a few cases, (e.g. laying of long pipelines) it may only 
be practicable to supply co-ordinates for the start and end points.  

([ampOH: )or positions read from charts the format should be as in the example: 55°55.555’N  
002°22.222’W (WGS84). The decimal point specifies that decimals of minutes are used and the datum 
is stated explicitly. If seconds are used then the format should be as in the example: 55°55’44’’N  
2°22’11’’W (WGS84).  

Marine Directorate - Licensing Operations Team 
Scottish Government 
375 Victoria Road 
Aberdeen 
AB11 9DB 

mailto:md.marinelicensing@gov.scot
mailto:licensing@nature.scot
https://www.nature.scot/professional-advice/protected-areas-and-species/licensing


abcde abc a
�  

It LV Lmportant tKat tKH ForrHFt poVLtLonV� Ln tKH ForrHFt Iormat� arH LnFOXGHG ZLtK tKLV appOLFatLon� aV an\ HrrorV 
ZLOO rHVXOt Ln tKH appOLFatLon EHLnJ rHIXVHG or GHOa\HG�  

Section 4 Consideration of designated sites 

POHaVH proYLGH GHtaLOV oI an\ GHVLJnatHG VLtHV aIIHFtHG E\ \oXr propoVaOV� <oX arH aGYLVHG to FonVXOt 6FottLVK 
NatXraO +HrLtaJH� or otKHr approprLatH rHJXOator� LI tKH ZorN \oX propoVH to Go aIIHFtV a (XropHan VLtH� an 
MPA or a 6LtH oI 6pHFLaO 6FLHntLILF IntHrHVt�  

Section 5 Activities to be licensed 

POHaVH LnGLFatH tKH aFtLYLtLHV \oX LntHnG to XnGHrtaNH tKat ZoXOG otKHrZLVH EH XnOaZIXO� 
ProYLGH GHtaLOV oI tKH propoVHG FommHnFHmHnt anG FompOHtLon GatHV oI tKH aFtLYLtLHV� TKH OLFHnFH Vtart GatH 
ZLOO not EH EaFNGatHG� VLnFH to FommHnFH a proMHFt Ior ZKLFK a OLFHnFH KaV not EHHn oEtaLnHG ma\  FonVtLtXtH 
an oIIHnFH rHVXOtLnJ Ln approprLatH OHJaO aFtLon�  

It LV tKH OLFHnVHH
V rHVponVLELOLt\ to appO\ Ior an\ IXrtKHr OLFHnFHV or an H[tHnVLon prLor to tKH H[pLr\ oI tKH LnLtLaO 
OLFHnFH�  

Section 6 Purpose of the licence application 

POHaVH LnGLFatH tKH pXrpoVH oI tKH OLFHnFH appOLFatLon aV GHVFrLEHG Ln tKH :LOGOLIH anG &oXntr\VLGH AFt ����� 
Part �� 6HFtLon �� ����  

Section 7 Satisfactory alternatives 

POHaVH proYLGH \oXr FonVLGHratLon oI ZK\ tKHrH LV no VatLVIaFtor\ aOtHrnatLYH� TKLV mXVt LnFOXGH tKH otKHr 
optLonV tKat KaYH EHHn HYaOXatHG� tKH aOtHrnatLYH VLtHV tKat ZHrH FonVLGHrHG E\ \oX anG ZK\ tKH\ ZHrH 
rHMHFtHG �LI no otKHr VLtHV ZHrH FonVLGHrHG� \oX mXVt proYLGH tKH rHaVonV ZK\�� or aOtHrnatLYH mHtKoGV oI 
Farr\LnJ oXt tKH ZorN anG aOtHrnatLYH GatHV � tLmLnJV� TKH µGo notKLnJ¶ aOtHrnatLYH mXVt aOVo EH FonVLGHrHG�  

In rHOatLon to HaFK aOtHrnatLYH FonVLGHrHG� pOHaVH proYLGH an H[pOanatLon oI ZK\ \oX FonVLGHr Lt to EH 
VatLVIaFtor\ or XnVatLVIaFtor\� In rHVpHFt oI an\ aOtHrnatLYH VLtHV pOHaVH proYLGH tKH OoFatLon�V� anG GHtaLOV oI 
tKH aOtHrnatLYH VLtH�V�� or \oXr YLHZV on KoZ tKH aFtLYLt\�propoVaO mLJKt KaYH EHHn aFKLHYHG GLIIHrHntO\� anG 
an\ otKHr KHOpIXO LnIormatLon� H�J�� proV anG FonV oI aOtHrnatLYH VLtHV� or ZKHtKHr tKHrH LV OLNHO\ to EH GHmanG 
Ior aOO VXLtaEOH VLtHV to EH XVHG to mHHt an LGHntLILHG nHHG� POHaVH H[pOaLn KoZ tKLV FonFOXVLon ZaV rHaFKHG�  

Section 8 Summary of the planning / licensing position  

'HtaLO aOO FonVHntV anG OLFHnFHV rHTXLrHG Ior tKH propoVHG proMHFt anG LnGLFatH tKoVH tKat \oX KaYH appOLHG Ior  
or rHFHLYHG� 

Section 9 Noise Monitoring 

8nGHr tKH MarLnH 6tratHJ\ RHJXOatLonV ������� tKHrH LV noZ a rHTXLrHmHnt to monLtor OoXG� OoZ to mLG 
IrHTXHnF\ ���+] to ��N+]� LmpXOVLYH noLVH� TKLV LnFOXGHV XVH oI VHLVmLF aLrJXnV� otKHr JHopK\VLFaO VXrYH\V 
����N+]�� pLOH GrLYLnJ� H[pOoVLYHV anG FHrtaLn aFoXVtLF GHtHrrHnt GHYLFHV� TKLV monLtorLnJ rHTXLrHV FompOHtLon 
oI a Iorm at tKH appOLFatLon VtaJH �JLYLnJ GHtaLOV oI tKH propoVHG ZorN� aV ZHOO aV FompOHtLon oI a µFOoVH�oXt¶ 
Iorm �JLYLnJ GHtaLOV oI tKH aFtXaO GatHV anG OoFatLonV ZKHrH tKH aFtLYLtLHV oFFXrrHG�� TKH FOoVH�oXt Iorm VKoXOG 
EH rHtXrnHG ZLtKLn �� ZHHNV oI FompOHtLnJ tKH µnoLV\¶ aFtLYLt\ or� Ln tKH FaVH oI proOonJHG aFtLYLtLHV VXFK aV 
pLOLnJ Ior KarEoXr FonVtrXFtLon or ZLnG IarmV� at TXartHrO\ LntHrYaOV or aItHr HaFK pKaVH oI IoXnGatLon 
LnVtaOOatLon� TKHVH IormV arH aYaLOaEOH on tKH MarLnH NoLVH RHJLVtr\ ZHEVLtH�

Marine Directorate - Licensing Operations Team 
Scottish Government 
375 Victoria Road 
Aberdeen 
AB11 9DB 

https://mnr.jncc.gov.uk/
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Tel: 0300 244�5046 
Email: M'�MarLnH/LFHnVLnJ#JoY�VFot

While every effort has been made to ensure the information contained in this document is accurate, nothing 
in this document should be taken to replace the current legislation in force at this time. You are advised to 
obtain qualified legal advice in relation to your rights and responsibilities under the 1��1�$FW and other 
legislation. 

Section 10 Scotland’s National Marine Plan 

6FotOanG¶V NatLonaO MarLnH POan KaV EHHn prHparHG Ln aFForGanFH ZLtK tKH (8 'LrHFtLYH ��������(8� ZKLFK FamH 
Lnto IorFH Ln -XO\ ����� TKH 'LrHFtLYH LntroGXFHV a IramHZorN Ior marLtLmH VpatLaO pOannLnJ anG aLmV to promotH tKH 
VXVtaLnaEOH GHYHOopmHnt oI marLnH arHaV anG tKH VXVtaLnaEOH XVH oI marLnH rHVoXrFHV� It aOVo VHtV oXt a nXmEHr oI 
mLnLmXm rHTXLrHmHntV aOO oI ZKLFK KaYH EHHn aGGrHVVHG Ln tKLV pOan� In GoLnJ Vo� anG Ln aFForGanFH ZLtK artLFOH 
���� oI tKH 'LrHFtLYH� tKH MarLnH 'LrHFtoratH KaV FonVLGHrHG a ZLGH ranJH oI VHFtoraO XVHV anG aFtLYLtLHV anG KaYH 
GHtHrmLnHG KoZ tKHVH GLIIHrHnt oEMHFtLYHV arH rHIOHFtHG anG ZHLJKtHG Ln tKH marLnH pOan� /anG�VHa LntHraFtLonV KaYH 
aOVo EHHn taNHn Lnto aFFoXnt aV part oI tKH marLnH pOannLnJ proFHVV� An\ appOLFant Ior a marLnH OLFHnFH VKoXOG 
FonVLGHr tKHLr propoVaOV ZLtK rHIHrHnFH to 6FotOanG¶V NatLonaO MarLnH POan� A Fop\ oI 6FotOanG¶V NatLonaO MarLnH 
POan Fan EH IoXnG on tKH 6FottLVK *oYHrnmHnt ZHEVLtH� 

InGLFatH ZKHtKHr \oX KaYH FonVLGHrHG tKH proMHFt ZLtK rHIHrHnFH to 6FotOanG¶V NatLonaO MarLnH POan anG proYLGH 
GHtaLOV oI FonVLGHratLonV maGH ZLtK rHIHrHnFH to tKH poOLFLHV� LnFOXGLnJ EXt not OLmLtHG to *HnHraO PoOLF\�� �*(N ���� 
tKat KaYH EHHn FonVLGHrHG� II \oX KaYH not FonVLGHrHG tKH proMHFt ZLtK rHIHrHnFH to 6FotOanG¶V NatLonaO MarLnH POan 
pOHaVH proYLGH an H[pOanatLon� 

Section 11 Privacy notice 

TKLV VHFtLon ErLHIO\ GHVFrLEHV tKH 6FottLVK MLnLVtHrV¶ rHVponVLELOLtLHV Ln rHOatLon to 'ata ProtHFtLon EaVHG on tKH 
rHTXLrHmHntV tKH Gata protHFtLon OaZV anG tKH (nYLronmHntaO InIormatLon �6FotOanG� RHJXOatLonV ���� anG tKH 
)rHHGom oI InIormatLon �6FotOanG� AFt ����� 

Part D 
Section 12 Declaration and warning 

It LV Lmportant to rHaG tKH 'HFOaratLon anG :arnLnJ VHFtLonV EHIorH VLJnLnJ tKH appOLFatLon Iorm� 

6LtH YLVLtV anG FompOLanFH FKHFNV 

It LV poVVLEOH tKat tKH OLFHnVLnJ aXtKorLt\ ma\ XnGHrtaNH a VLtH YLVLt prLor to tKH LVVXH oI a OLFHnFH� TKH maMorLt\ 
oI VLtH YLVLtV ZLOO EH arranJHG VHYHraO Ga\V Ln aGYanFH anG ZLOO EH FonGXFtHG Ln tKH prHVHnFH oI tKH OLFHnVHH �or 
appOLFant� KoZHYHr tKHrH ma\ EH oFFaVLonV ZKHn a VLtH YLVLt ZLOO EH maGH at VKort notLFH� 

/LFHnVHHV VKoXOG EH aZarH tKat tKH\ ma\ rHFHLYH a rHTXHVt Ior a VLtH YLVLt E\ tKH OLFHnVLnJ aXtKorLt\� or a 
pHrVon aXtKorLVHG E\ tKH OLFHnVLnJ aXtKorLt\� to aVVHVV VLtH FonGLtLonV aJaLnVt tKH FonGLtLonV oI tKH OLFHnFH� It 
LV HVVHntLaO tKat LI an\ oI tKH aJrHHG mLtLJatLon mHaVXrHV FontaLnHG Ln tKH PHtKoG VtatHmHnt arH FKanJHG Ior 
an\ rHaVon� tKH OLFHnVLnJ aXtKorLt\ LV LnIormHG aV Voon aV poVVLEOH� 

TKH /LFHnVLnJ aXtKorLt\ ZLOO monLtor FompOLanFH ZLtK OLFHnFHV LVVXHG EaVHG on tKH LnIormatLon LnFOXGHG Ln 
OLFHnFH rHtXrnV� 

:KHrH to VHHN IXrtKHr LnIormatLon 

)XrtKHr LnIormatLon Fan EH oEtaLnHG Irom /LFHnVLnJ OpHratLonV THam at tKH aGGrHVV EHOoZ� 

Marine Directorate - Licensing Operations Team 
Scottish Government 
375 Victoria Road 
Aberdeen 
AB11 9DB 

MarLnH 'LrHFtoratH � /LFHnVLnJ OpHratLonV THam 
6FottLVK *oYHrnmHnt
��� 9LFtorLa RoaG
AEHrGHHn
A%�� � '%

mailto:md.marinelicensing@gov.scot
https://www.gov.scot/publications/scotlands-national-marine-plan/
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Part A.  The Applicant:  Personal details 

These questions relate to the person who will be the QDPHG� OLFHQVHH� The licence can be issued to an 
individual or a company or a partnership and the licensee will be responsible for ensuring compliance with the 
licence and the conditions of the licence. Under the The Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 failure to carry 
out the work which you propose in accordance with the terms of the licence may expose you to criminal 
liability. 

1. Name of applicant

Title: Forename(s): Surname:

Company Name: 

Business Title (if Appropriate): 

Address: 

Tel no. (incl dialling  code): 

Email address: 

2. The Applicant: Previous applications:

Have you previously held a wildlife licence issued in the UK? (please tick as appropriate) 

Yes      No      (If yes, please complete below, if no, please go to Part B) 

Who issued the licence? 

Licence number (most recent licence) 

Year in which the licence was issued. 

What species were covered by the licence? 

What activity was covered by the licence e.g. disturb, injure? 

Marine Directorate - Licensing Operations Team 
Scottish Government 
375 Victoria Road 
Aberdeen 
AB11 9DB 

[Redacted] [Redacted] [Redacted]

[Redacted]

[Redacted]
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Part B.  The Application

3 Species 

(a) How many individuals will be affected by licensed work?�7KLV�PXVW�EH�WKH�PD[LPXP�QXPEHU�RI�DQLPDOV�WKDW�FRXOG
EH�DIIHFWHG�SULRU�WR�DQ\�PLWLJDWLRQ�PHDVXUHV�EHLQJ�DSSOLHG�

(b) Please provide a description of how this number was calculated / estimated

(c) Location of proposed licensed action

Latitude and Longitude co-ordinates (WGS84) defining the extent of the project.�3OHDVH�FRQWLQXH�RQ�D�separate 
sheet if necessary. 

Latitude Longitude
° . ‘N ° . ‘W
° . ‘N ° . ‘W
° . ‘N ° . ‘W
° . ‘N ° . ‘W
° . ‘N ° . ‘W
° . ‘N ° . ‘W
° . ‘N ° . ‘W
° . ‘N ° . ‘W

Marine Directorate - Licensing Operations Team 
Scottish Government 
375 Victoria Road 
Aberdeen 
AB11 9DB 

Stephanie.Blyth
Text Box
See Appended Table
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(d) Provide a brief description of the proposed activity and the methods to be used.
Detailed information should be included in your Vupporting Lnformation
3OHDVH�SURYLGH�GHWDLOV�RI�WKH�VRXUFH�OHYHOV�DQG�IUHTXHQFLHV�RI�XQGHUZDWHU�QRLVH�LI�UHOHYDQW

(e) Briefly state how you will minimise the impact of your proposed work on Basking Vhark.
Detailed information should be included in your Vupporting Lnformation.

4. Consideration of designated sites

Designated Areas:  National Nature Reserves (NNR), Sites of Specific Scientific Interest (SSSI), Special 
Protection Area (SPA), Special Areas of Conservation (SAC), Ramsar sites, Marine Protected Areas 
(MPA).  Information on designated sites is available on 1DWXUH6FRW
V� ZHEVLWH�  

(a) Will any part of the proposed activity fall within /or adjacent to an area covered by a
GHVLJQDWHG�VLWH�HJ�666,��6$&��03$" Yes    No 

(b) Please give the name of the designated site(s) and either the outcome of your consultations or the
reason why you have not consulted.  Please enclose any relevant correspondence.

Marine Directorate - Licensing Operations Team 
Scottish Government 
375 Victoria Road 
Aberdeen 
AB11 9DB 

https://sitelink.nature.scot/home
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5. Activities to be Licenced

Proposed Methods

(a) Please complete all relevant columns in the table below to indicate the methods you propose to use,
the activity involved and the time period in which you propose to use each method.�This information will be
used when preparing the licence to cover activities that would otherwise be unlawful, and failure to give full
details may result in an inappropriate licence being issued.

Method From To Disturb Kill Take / trap 

Damage or 
destroy 
place of 
shelter / 

protection 

6. Purposes of the licence application (tick one box only)

Please indicate which purpose relates to the proposed works.�The options shown are taken from� 7KH
:LOGOLIH�DQG�&RQWU\VLGH�$FW�1��1�

Marine Directorate - Licensing Operations Team 
Scottish Government 
375 Victoria Road 
Aberdeen 
AB11 9DB 

�D� 3UHVHUYLQJ�SXEOLF�KHDOWK�RU�SXEOLF�VDIHW\��ZH�ZLOO�UHTXLUH�HYLGHQFH�WKDW�WKHUH�LV�D�ULVN�WR
SXEOLF�KHDOWK�RU�SXEOLF�VDIHW\�H�J��DQ�LPPLQHQW�ULVN�RI�IORRGLQJ����6HFWLRQ�1�������I��

&RPSOHWH�$QQH[�$

�E� 3UHYHQWLQJ�WKH�VSUHDG�RI�GLVHDVH��6HFWLRQ�1�������J��

&RPSOHWH�$QQH[�%

�F� 3UHYHQWLQJ�VHULRXV�GDPDJH�WR�OLYHVWRFN��IRRGVWXIIV�IRU�OLYHVWRFN��FURSV��YHJHWDEOHV�
IUXLW��JURZLQJ�WLPEHU�RU�DQ\�RWKHU�IRUP�RI�SURSHUW\��RU�WR�ILVKHULHV��6HFWLRQ�1�������K��

&RPSOHWH�$QQH[�&

�G� 6RFLDO��HFRQRPLF�RU�HQYLURQPHQWDO�SXUSRVH��6HFWLRQ�1�������L��

&RPSOHWH�$QQH[�'
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7. Satisfactory alternatives

3OHDVH�H[SODLQ�ZK\�WKHUH�LV�QR�VDWLVIDFWRU\�DOWHUQDWLYH�WR�FDUU\LQJ�RXW�WKH�SURSRVHG�ZRUN�DIIHFWLQJ�WKH�VSHFLHV��
<RX�PXVW� GHVFULEH� DOO� SRVVLEOH� DOWHUQDWLYHV�ZKLFK� ZHUH� FRQVLGHUHG� DQG� ZK\� WKH\�ZHUH� FRQVLGHUHG�
XQVXLWDEOH��<RX�PXVW�DOVR�FRQVLGHU� WKH�RSWLRQ�RI�QRW�XQGHUWDNLQJ� WKH�ZRUN�� ,W� LV�QRW�DFFHSWDEOH� WR�VWDWH WKDW�
µWKHUH�LV�QR�DOWHUQDWLYH¶��

8. Other licences / consents

3OHDVH� GHWDLO� EHORZ� DOO� OLFHQFHV� �� FRQVHQWV� \RX� KDYH� DSSOLHG� IRU� RU� UHFHLYHG� %HIRUH� D� OLFHQFH� FDQ� EH 
JUDQWHG��LW�LV�HVVHQWLDO�WKDW�RWKHU�UHOHYDQW�OLFHQFHV�RU�FRQVHQWV�KDYH�EHHQ�VHFXUHG�IRU�WKH�SURSRVHG�DFWLYLW\��HJ�
PDULQH�OLFHQFH���

Type of licence / consent (e.g.
marine licence, local planing
authority, local works licence)

Date applied for Reference no. Date of issue of
consent 

Marine Directorate - Licensing Operations Team 
Scottish Government 
375 Victoria Road 
Aberdeen 
AB11 9DB 
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9. Noise Monitoring

Please indicate if any of the following noise generating activities will be taking place during the   operations: 

Use of explosives   Piling   Use of acoustic Geterrent Gevices  
Survey equipment operating in the range 10 Hz – 10kHz  

If you have ticked any of the above boxes please complete a Sroposed Dctivity form Rn the Marine 
Noise Registry ZHEVLWH�

3OHDVH�QRWH�WKH�IRUP�PXVW�RQO\�EH�FRPSOHWHG�RQFH�IRU�HDFK�DFWLYLW\��,I�\RX�KDYH�DOUHDG\�FRPSOHWHG�D�IRUP�
IRU�WKLV�DFWLYLW\��HJ�WKURXJK�WKH�PDULQH�OLFHQVLQJ�SURFHVV��SOHDVH�JLYH�GHWDLOV��

Marine Directorate - Licensing Operations Team 
Scottish Government 
375 Victoria Road 
Aberdeen 
AB11 9DB 

/LFHQFH�DSSOLFDWLRQV�ZLOO�QRW�EH�DFFHSWHG�XQWLO�WKLV�IRUP�KDV�EHHQ�FRPSOHWHG�DQG�VXEPLWWHG�

10. Scotland
s National Marine Plan

3URYLGH�GHWDLOV�RI�FRQVLGHUDWLRQV�PDGH�ZLWK�UHIHUHQFH�WR�WKH�UHOHYDQW�SROLFLHV�WKDW�KDYH�EHHQ�FRQVLGHUHG�

https://mnr.jncc.gov.uk/
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Marine Directorate - Licensing Operations Team 
Scottish Government 
375 Victoria Road 
Aberdeen 
AB11 9DB 

11. Privacy notice

7KH�6FRWWLVK�*RYHUQPHQW¶V�0DULQH�'LUHFWRUDWH�/LFHQVLQJ�2SHUDWLRQV�7HDP��0'�/27��KDV�D�UDQJH�RI�
VWDWXWRU\�UHVSRQVLELOLWLHV�LQFOXGLQJ�GHWHUPLQLQJ�DSSOLFDWLRQV�IRU�OLFHQFHV�WR�GLVWXUE�RU�LQMXUH�PDULQH�(XURSHDQ�
SURWHFWHG�VSHFLHV��(36��XQGHU�WKH�&RQVHUYDWLRQ��1DWXUDO�+DELWDWV��	F���5HJXODWLRQV�1����DQG�7KH�
&RQVHUYDWLRQ�RI�2IIVKRUH�0DULQH�+DELWDWV�DQG�6SHFLHV�5HJXODWLRQV���1��DQG�%DVNLQJ�VKDUN�OLFHQFHV�XQGHU�
WKH�:LOGOLIH�DQG�&RXQWU\VLGH�$FW�1��1��

0'�/27�ZLOO��ZKHUH�QHFHVVDU\��SURFHVV�SHUVRQDO�LQIRUPDWLRQ�LQFOXGLQJ��QDPHV��DGGUHVVHV��HPDLO�DGGUHVVHV 
DQG�WHOHSKRQH�QXPEHUV�WR�GHWHUPLQH�D�OLFHQFH�DSSOLFDWLRQ��3HUVRQDO�LQIRUPDWLRQ�ZLOO�EH�VWRUHG�VHFXUHO\�LQ 
WKH�6FRWWLVK�*RYHUQPHQW¶V�RIILFLDO�FRUSRUDWH�UHFRUG�

$�IXOO�SULYDF\�QRWLFH�FDQ�EH�IRXQG�RQ�WKH�6FRWWLVK�*RYHUQPHQW�ZHEVLWH��,I�\RX�DUH�XQDEOH�WR�DFFHVV�WKLV��RU�
\RX�KDYH�DQ\�TXHULHV�RU�FRQFHUQV�DERXW�KRZ�\RXU�SHUVRQDO�LQIRUPDWLRQ�ZLOO�EH�KDQGOHG��FRQWDFW�0'�/27�DW��
0DULQH�6FRWODQG���/LFHQVLQJ�2SHUDWLRQV�7HDP��0DULQH�/DERUDWRU\������9LFWRULD�5RDG��$EHUGHHQ��$%11�
�'%��(PDLO��0'�0DULQH/LFHQVLQJ#JRY�VFRW�����

+DYH�\RX�UHPHPEHUHG�WR�HQFORVH�VXSSRUWLQJ�LQIRUPDWLRQ�ZLWK�\RXU�DSSOLFDWLRQ��DV�GHVFULEHG�LQ�WKH�
DFFRPSDQ\LQJ�JXLGDQFH"�3OHDVH�FKHFN��

&RPSOHWHG�DSSOLFDWLRQ�IRUP���

&RPSOHWHG�DQQH[��

0DS���FKDUW�

&RUUHFW�FR�RUGLQDWHV�

6XpportLnJ�LQIRUPDWLRQ���ULVN�DVVHVVPHQW��

https://www.gov.scot/publications/marine-licensing-and-consenting-privacy-notice/
mailto:MD.MarineLicensing@gov.scot
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Part C.  Declarations

12. I have read and understand the guidance provided in this application form. I declare that the 
particulars given are correct to the best of my knowledge and belief, and I apply for a licence in accordance 
with these particulars.

I authorise employees or representatives of the Scottish Ministers to enter the site which is subject to this 
application for the purpose of monitoring and inspecting the permitted works. 

Warning 

Under the 7+(�:,/'/,)(�$1'�&28175<6,'(�$&7�1��1��DV�DPHQGHG� failure to carry out the work which 
you propose in accordance with the terms of the licence may expose you to criminal liability. The licensee is 
responsible for ensuring compliance with the licence. 

The Scottish Ministers can modify or revoke a licence at any time, provided there are good reasons. Any 
licence that may be issued is likely to be revoked immediately if it is discovered that false information was 
provided and resulted in the issue of a licence. 

Under the THE WILDLIFE AND COUNTRYSIDE ACT 1981 (as amended), any person who in order to obtain a 
licence knowingly or recklessly makes a statement or representation, or furnishes a document or information 
which is false in a material particular, shall be guilty of an offence and may be liable to criminal prosecution. 
Any person found guilty of such offences is liable on summary conviction to imprisonment for a term not 
exceeding six months or to a  fine not exceeding level 5 on the standard scale (currently £5,000), or to both 
imprisonment and a fine. 

Note:  Previous convictions for wildlife offences will be taken into account and in some cases may mean that the 
Scottish Ministers do not consider it appropriate to grant a licence. 

DateSignature of the  
Applicant 

(The person named at part 1) 

Name in EOoFN OHttHrV

Note – If signing on behalf of a company, please append you signature with “on behalf of Fompan\ namH”. 

TKH FompOHtHG appOLFatLon VKoXOG EH VLJnHG anG VHnt to MarLnH 'LrHFtoratH /LFHnVLnJ OpHratLonV THam �M6�
/OT� at tKH aGGrHVV EHOoZ or HmaLOHG to M'�MarLnH/LFHnVLnJ#JoY�VFot

POHaVH rHmHmEHr to LnFOXGH aOO VXpportLnJ LnIormatLon� 

MarLnH 'LrHFtoratH � Licensing Operations Team 
6FRWWLVK�*RYHUQPHQW
375 Victoria Road 
Aberdeen 
AB11 9DB 

Disclaimer 

While every effort has been made to ensure the information contained in this document is accurate, nothing in 
this document should be taken to replace the current legislation in force at this time. You are advised to 
obtain qualified legal advice in relation to your rights and responsibilities under the 1981 Act and other 
legislation. 

Marine Directorate - Licensing Operations Team 
Scottish Government 
375 Victoria Road 
Aberdeen 
AB11 9DB 

[Redacted] [Redacted]

[Redacted]

mailto:MS.Marinelicensing@gov.scot
mailto:md.marinelicensing@gov.scot
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Annex A 

OnO\ to EH FompOHtHG LI \oX VHOHFtHG Ior prHVHrYLnJ pXEOLF KHaOtK or pXEOLF VaIHt\ Ln TXHVtLon � oI tKH 
appOLFatLon Iorm 

POHaVH FompOHtH aOO TXHVtLonV 

*LYH GHtaLOV oI tKH rLVN to pXEOLF KHaOtK or VaIHt\ 

How has the risk been identified" Please give details of any expert advice received. 

How will the proposed activity address the identified risk" 

Marine Directorate - Licensing Operations Team 
Scottish Government 
375 Victoria Road 
Aberdeen 
AB11 9DB 
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Annex B 

OnO\ to EH FompOHtHG LI \oX VHOHFtHG Ior prHYHntLnJ tKH VprHaG oI GLVHaVH Ln TXHVtLon � oI tKH 
appOLFatLon Iorm 

POHaVH FompOHtH aOO TXHVtLonV 

:Kat GLVHaVH�V� LV � arH at rLVN oI EHLnJ VprHaG LI tKH propoVHG aFtLYLt\ GoHV not Jo aKHaG" POHaVH JLYH GHtaLOV 
oI an\ H[pHrt aGYLFH rHFHLYHG� 

How will the proposed activity prevent the spread of disease? Please give details of any expert advice 
received. 

Marine Directorate - Licensing Operations Team 
Scottish Government 
375 Victoria Road 
Aberdeen 
AB11 9DB 
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Annex C 

OnO\ to EH FompOHtHG LI \oX VHOHFtHG Ior prHYHntLnJ VHrLoXV GamaJH to OLYHVtoFN� IooGVtXIIV Ior 
OLYHVtoFN� FropV� YHJHtaEOHV� IrXLt� JroZLnJ tLmEHr or an\ otKHr Iorm oI propHrt\� or to ILVKHrLHV Ln 
TXHVtLon � oI tKH appOLFatLon Iorm� 

POHaVH FompOHtH aOO TXHVtLonV 

:Kat VHrLoXV GamaJH KaV oFFXrrHG or ZLOO oFFXr LI tKH propoVHG aFtLYLt\ GoHV not Jo aKHaG" POHaVH 
JLYH GHtaLOV oI an\ H[pHrt aGYLFH rHFHLYHG� 

How will the proposed activity prevent serious damage?  Please give details of any expert advice received. 

Marine Directorate - Licensing Operations Team 
Scottish Government 
375 Victoria Road 
Aberdeen 
AB11 9DB 
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Annex D 

OnO\ to EH FompOHtHG LI \oX VHOHFtHG Ior a VoFLaO� HFonomLF or HnYLronmHntaO pXrpoVH Ln TXHVtLon � oI tKH 
appOLFatLon Iorm 

POHaVH FompOHtH aOO TXHVtLonV 

What benefits will be provided by the proposed activity? Give details and indicate if they are social, economic 
or environmental.  Please indicate if the benefits are short or long term. 

What public interest will be served?  Who will benefit from the proposed activity? Does the proposed activity 
address a need? 

Why is it imperative the proposed activity goes ahead? 

Does the proposed activity support any local regional or national policies? Please give details. Are you 
fulfilling a statutory role? 

Marine Directorate - Licensing Operations Team 
Scottish Government 
375 Victoria Road 
Aberdeen 
AB11 9DB 





 
 

 

Document Number: A-100671-S04-A-FORM-002 

Table 1 Licence Boundary Coordinates  

LATITUDE  
(DMS) 

LONGITUDE 
(DMS) 

LATITUDE 
(DDM) 

LONGITUDE 
(DDM) 

LATITUDE  
(DD) 

LONGITUDE 
(DD) 

The Survey Area has been simplified to reduce the number of coordinates. 

58° 38' 14.34" N 3° 48' 53.87" W 58° 38.239' N 3° 48.898' W 58.63732 -3.81496 

58° 37' 58.53" N 3° 48' 59.12" W 58° 37.976' N 3° 48.985' W 58.63293 -3.81642 

58° 37' 37.28" N 3° 49' 20.47" W 58° 37.621' N 3° 49.341' W 58.62702 -3.82235 

58° 37' 21.56" N 3° 49' 55.19" W 58° 37.359' N 3° 49.920' W 58.62265 -3.832 

58° 37' 13.01" N 3° 50' 46.16" W 58° 37.217' N 3° 50.769' W 58.62028 -3.84616 

58° 37' 11.69" N 3° 53' 31.07" W 58° 37.195' N 3° 53.518' W 58.61991 -3.89196 

58° 37' 14.20" N 3° 54' 6.96" W 58° 37.237' N 3° 54.116' W 58.62061 -3.90193 

58° 37' 20.51" N 3° 54' 35.23" W 58° 37.342' N 3° 54.587' W 58.62236 -3.90979 

58° 37' 30.25" N 3° 54' 59.66" W 58° 37.504' N 3° 54.994' W 58.62507 -3.91657 

58° 37' 42.84" N 3° 55' 18.75" W 58° 37.714' N 3° 55.312' W 58.62857 -3.92187 

58° 38' 9.28" N 3° 55' 35.95" W 58° 38.155' N 3° 55.599' W 58.63591 -3.92665 

58° 40' 26.62" N 3° 55' 40.10" W 58° 40.444' N 3° 55.668' W 58.67406 -3.92781 

58° 40' 42.51" N 3° 55' 35.82" W 58° 40.709' N 3° 55.597' W 58.67848 -3.92662 

58° 40' 57.36" N 3° 55' 24.16" W 58° 40.956' N 3° 55.403' W 58.6826 -3.92338 

58° 41' 18.16" N 3° 54' 48.37" W 58° 41.303' N 3° 54.806' W 58.68838 -3.91344 

58° 41' 25.82" N 3° 54' 21.29" W 58° 41.430' N 3° 54.355' W 58.69051 -3.90591 

58° 41' 29.77" N 3° 53' 51.43" W 58° 41.496' N 3° 53.857' W 58.6916 -3.89762 

58° 41' 31.20" N 3° 50' 53.13" W 58° 41.520' N 3° 50.886' W 58.692 -3.84809 

58° 41' 23.48" N 3° 50' 1.58" W 58° 41.391' N 3° 50.026' W 58.68986 -3.83377 

58° 41' 8.31" N 3° 49' 25.89" W 58° 41.138' N 3° 49.431' W 58.68564 -3.82386 

58° 40' 43.56" N 3° 49' 1.04" W 58° 40.726' N 3° 49.017' W 58.67877 -3.81696 

58° 40' 27.67" N 3° 48' 56.76" W 58° 40.461' N 3° 48.946' W 58.67435 -3.81577 
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	Text16: Injury - 0 

Disturbance - Due to the highly localised and temporary nature of works, the irregular presence of basking sharks within the Pentland Firth and the transient nature and animals, it is considered extremely unlikely that interactions with basking sharks will occur. 
	Text17: There is no potential for injury and very limited potential for disturbance to basking sharks in the vicinity of the survey activities. 

Underwater Sound: By nature, basking sharks have a generally low sensitivity to sound pressure due to the fact they do not have a swim bladder. The general hearing range of basking sharks is not defined; however, five other elasmobranch species have been found to have a hearing range between 20 Hz to 1 kHz. As the 20 Hz to 1 kHz range only encompasses a small portion of the sound profiles emitted during proposed survey works, and the activities are for a short duration, acoustic disturbance to basking sharks is not anticipated. 

Vessel Presence: The potential for vessel collision and disturbance presents a potential risk for this slow-moving species. The potential for collision and disturbance risk increases with vessel speed. As only a single, slow moving vessel will be present in the Survey Area during each of the survey or trial campaigns, collision  and disturbance risk is anticipated to be generally low with the presence of a single vessel not constituting a change in baseline vessel activity in the area. This is particularly evident given HWL have committed to adhering to the Basking Shark Code of Conduct (Shark Trust, 2026). 

For further details, please refer to Section 3.5 of the Pentland Floating Offshore Wind Farm (PFOWF) EPS Risk Assessment for Marine Surveys and Drilled Micro-Pile Anchor Trials (Document reference: A-100671-S04-A-REPT-001). 
	Text18: Highland Wind Limited (HWL) are planning to undertake geophysical survey campaigns and a micro-pile drilled anchor trial within the PFOWF Array Area in 2026. These surveys will inform the detailed engineering and design of the consented PFOWF. Proposed survey works will be undertaken exclusively within the PFOWF Survey Area, which is wholly located within Scottish Territorial Waters (within 12 nautical miles (NM) of Mean High Water Springs (MHWS)). The following describes the equipment that will be used and the underwater sound information for each. 

In order to undertake these survey activities, a vessel of the following categories may be utilised.
Acoustic energy emitted from vessels is strongest at frequencies <1 kilohertz (kHz). The acoustic source levels associated with the survey vessel increase with vessel size: 
- Vessel <50 m in length: 160 – 175 dB re 1μPa (Root Mean Square (rms)); and 
- Vessel >50 m in length: 165 – 185 dB re 1μPa (rms). 

As part of the survey campaigns and drilled micro-pile anchor trail, the following equipment are proposed: 
- Ultra-short Baseline (USBL) positioning system: source levels will be a maximum of 170-208 dB re 1μPa (peak), with a source frequency between 18-34 kHz; 
- Side Scan Sonar (SSS): source levels will be a maximum of 190-230 dB re 1μPa (peak), with a source frequency of >200 kHz; 
- Multi Beam Echosounder (MBES): source levels will be a maximum of 180-240 dB re 1μPa (peak), with a source frequency of >200 kHz; 
- Sub Bottom Profiler (SBP): source levels will be a maximum of 247 dB re 1μPa (peak) (pinger), with a source frequency between 15-100 kHz (pinger); 
- Ultra-High Resolution Seismic (UHRS) system: source levels will be a maximum of 216-250 dB re 1μPa (peak), with a source frequency between 0.06-6 kHz;  
- Acoustic Zoom (AZ) (acoustic source and hydrophone system): source levels will be a maximum of 195 dB re 1μPa (peak), with a source frequency between 0.005-5 kHz; and 
- Rotary drilled micro-piles: source levels will be a maximum of 118 dB re 1μPa (rms), with a source frequency between <0.25-4 kHz.  

Only vessel presence has the potential to affect basking sharks. 

See Section 3 of the PFOWF EPS Risk Assessment for Marine Surveys and Drilled Micro-Pile Anchor Trials (A-100671-S04-A-REPT-001).
	Text19: All vessels will adhere to the provisions of the Scottish Marine Wildlife Watching Code (SMWWC) and the Basking Shark Code of Conduct (NatureScot, 2017; Shark Trust, 2026). 

In addition to this, there will be only a single, slow moving vessel present within the survey area during each of the survey campaigns and anchor trial, further reducing potential collision and disturbance risk. 

Full details are available in Section 3.5 and Section 5.3 of the PFOWF EPS Risk Assessment for Marine Surveys and Drilled Micro-Pile Anchor Trials (A-100671-S04-A-REPT-001).
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	Text21: A protected sites impact assessment has been carried out as part of this Basking Shark Derogation Licence Application. Please refer to the appended figure (EPS Licence Boundary and Protected Sites) and Section 4 of the PFOWF EPS Risk Assessment for Marine Surveys and Drilled Micro-Pile Anchor Trials (A-100671-S04-A-REPT-001). 

There are no protected sites (i.e., Special Areas of Conservation (SAC), Special Protection Areas (SPA), Ramsar Sites, Marine Protected Areas (MPA) or Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) within a distance from the survey area where viable impact pathways to their qualifying features are anticipated. As such, it is considered that the proposed survey works do not have the potential to result in Likely Significant Effects (LSE) on, or affect (other than insignificantly) any protected sites. 
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	Check Box15: 
	Check Box16: 
	Check Box17: 
	Check Box18: Yes
	Type of Consent eg Marine Licence Local Planing Authority Local Works LicenceRow1: Application for a licence to disturb marine EPS (cetaceans) (Inshore)
	Date Applied forRow1: Same as Basking Shark derogation licence
	Reference noRow1: Pending 
	Date of issue of consentRow1: Pending 
	Type of Consent eg Marine Licence Local Planing Authority Local Works LicenceRow2: 
	Date Applied forRow2: 
	Reference noRow2: 
	Date of issue of consentRow2: 
	Type of Consent eg Marine Licence Local Planing Authority Local Works LicenceRow3: 
	Date Applied forRow3: 
	Reference noRow3: 
	Date of issue of consentRow3: 
	Type of Consent eg Marine Licence Local Planing Authority Local Works LicenceRow4: 
	Date Applied forRow4: 
	Reference noRow4: 
	Date of issue of consentRow4: 
	Type of Consent eg Marine Licence Local Planing Authority Local Works LicenceRow5: 
	Date Applied forRow5: 
	Reference noRow5: 
	Date of issue of consentRow5: 
	Text20: HWL considered two options in relation to the use of survey and anchor trial equipment within the Basking Shark Derogation Licence Boundary. 

Option 1: If the marine geophysical surveys and/or anchor trials are not undertaken, HWL would be unable to obtain the detailed seabed and sub-seabed information required to finalise the engineering design for the PFOWF. Without this data, the design and installation approach for the Wind Turbine Generators (WTGs), foundations, moorings, and subsea infrastructure could not be refined, introducing significant technical and construction risk. Not progressing the surveys and anchor trials would also limit the Projects ability to function as a test and demonstrator for floating offshore wind, and would hinder progress towards Scotland's and the UK's wider energy security and net zero commitments. HWL does not consider this an appropriate option as the PFOWF is a consented project that is instrumental to the delivery of innovation in floating wind farm developments and progression to net zero targets. 

Option 2: Undertaking the surveys and anchor trials, while implementing appropriate mitigation, will provide the accurate and up-to-date seabed information required to complete detailed design and ensure the safe, efficient, and cost-effective construction approach. The data will reduce uncertainty, support engineering optimisation, and ensure that this consented project can be constructed. In addition, the results will contribute meaningfully to the wider learning objectives of the PFOWF, supporting innovation in floating offshore wind farm design and construction. The information gained will help further de-risk future large-scale floating wind farm developments across Scotland and the UK, including those planned under ScotWind and Innovation and Targeted Oil & Gas (INTOG), by improving understanding of seabed conditions in deeper waters and informing industry-wide best practice. 

In addition to enabling the PFOWF to progress, the surveys and anchor trials will also support national energy security, diversify the renewable energy mix, and contribute to achieving net-zero greenhouse gas emissions. 

HWL therefore intends to pursue Option 2 for the PFOWF project.  
	Check Box21: 
	0: 
	0: Off
	1: Off

	1: 
	0: Off
	1: Yes


	Text9: JNCC Marine Noise Registry (MNR) Activity Number: 4042

Please note, as the use of AZ is novel equipment and not specifically included in the MNR. As such, AZ equipment has been logged as a SBP equipment, as it is anticipated to operate within a similar frequency and source level range.
	Text39: Scottish National Marine Plan (2015) - GEN 9 Natural Heritage: Development and use of the marine environment must: 
(a) Comply with legal requirements for protected areas and protected species; 
(b) Not result in significant impact on the national status of Priority Marine Features; and 
(c) Protect and, where appropriate, enhance the health of the marine area. 

The Plan also references the prohibition of deliberate or reckless disturbance of EPS through the Habitats Regulations, and that Marine Scotland’s guidance on Protection of Marine European Protected Species from Injury or Disturbance must be followed.

Paragraph 4.47 of the Plan refers to MPAs and provides that “the Marine Acts place a duty on all regulators to ensure that there is no significant risk of hindering the achievement of the conservation objectives of a MPA before giving consent to an activity. Where an ongoing activity presents a significant risk of hindering the achievement of the conservation objectives of a MPA there will be a management intervention. This intervention will be practical and proportionate, utilising the most appropriate statutory mechanism to reduce the risk.”

Paragraphs 4.51 and 4.53 of the Plan refers to protected species and provides that "The presence (or potential presence) of a legally protected species is an important consideration. If there is evidence to suggest that a protected species is present or may be affected by a proposed development, steps must be taken to establish their presence. The level of protection afforded by legislation must be factored into the planning and design of the development and any impacts must be fully considered prior to the determination of the application. (…) for certain species deliberate or reckless disturbance or harassment is prohibited and can only be carried out in accordance with the terms of a licence."

The policies described above have been considered on behalf of the Project through the completion of the EPS Risk Assessment. Section 3 of the 'PFOWF EPS Risk Assessment for Marine Surveys and Drilled Micro-Pile Anchor Trials (A-100671-S04-A-REPT-001) demonstrate that no injurious impact to EPS are anticipated, and that any disturbance to EPS will be highly localised and temporary in nature. Section 4 of the PFOWF EPS Risk Assessment for Marine Surveys and Drilled Micro-Pile Anchor Trials (A-100671-S04-A-REPT-001) shows that no LSE is expected for any SAC, SPA or Ramsar Site, and the activities do not have the potential to affect (other than insignificantly) any MPA.
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	Text28: 
	Text29: 
	Text30: 
	Text31: 
	Text32: 
	Text33: 
	Text34: 
	Text35: The proposed geophysical surveys and anchor trials are required to determine seabed conditions and profile within the survey area. Additionally, results from surveys and anchor trials will contribute meaningfully to the wider learning objectives of the PFOWF, supporting innovation in floating offshore wind farm design and construction. The information gained will assist in de-risking future large‑scale floating offshore wind farm developments across Scotland and the UK, including those planned under ScotWind and INTOG, by improving understanding of seabed conditions in deeper waters and informing industry‑wide best practice. 

By enabling the PFOWF to progress, the surveys will also support national energy security, diversify the renewable energy mix, and contribute to achieving net‑ zero greenhouse gas emissions. Therefore the benefits are considered to be long-term.
	Text36: The survey and anchor trial activities are required to determine seabed conditions within the survey area and to inform Project engineering and constructability. Without this information, HWL cannot progress this project. As such the proposed activities will have a direct environmental benefit by facilitating the generation of renewable energy and demonstrating the feasibility of innovative floating offshore wind farm infrastructure within Scottish waters. Therefore, this project will contribute meaningfully to achieving net zero greenhouse gas emissions and the wider understanding and learning objectives of floating offshore wind farm infrastructure.  
	Text37: The geophysical surveys and anchor trials are required to further investigate and expand understanding of the seabed conditions within the PFOWF Array Area, ahead of construction of the PFOWF. The proposed surveys and anchor trials will provide a better understanding of the condition and profile of the seabed and will inform decisions on Project design (e.g., anchor selection and installation techniques). The information gathered will also inform requirements for future survey works (if necessary), including the nature and extent of future surveys. 
	Text38: The proposed geophysical surveys and anchor trials support key national and regional climate and renewable energy policies as ultimately they will contribute to the construction of the PFOWF, these include:
- UK policy: The Climate Change Act 2008 (as amended) commits the UK to Net Zero by 2050, with offshore wind development essential to meeting this legally binding target;
- Scottish policy: The Climate Change (Scotland) Act 2009 (as amended) and Scotland’s climate framework showcases the requirement to achieve Net Zero by 2045 and includes five‑year carbon budgets (2026–2045), with renewable energy deployment central to achieving these statutory reductions; and
- Wider policy context: The EU’s updated Renewable Energy Directive (EU/2023/2413) sets a 2030 target of at least 42.5% renewables, demonstrating ongoing international policy commitment to expanding renewable generation, which the PFOWF contributes to.


