
T: +44 (0)300 244 5046 
E:   

(Cetorhinus maximus)

Before completing this form, please read these notes carefully

Marine Directorate - Licensing Operations Team 
Scottish Government 
375 Victoria Road 
Aberdeen 
AB11 9DB 



Please ensure that you answer questions fully in order to avoid delays.   

The completed application should be sent to Marine  Licensing Operations Team (M -LOT) at the 
address below or emailed to .

Please ensure that you supply any necessary supporting information e.g. detailed method statements, risk 
assessments etc. 

If you experience any problems filling in this form, please contact M -LOT.

Please use this application form if you wish to undertake works/activities that would affect Basking sharks in
the inshore marine area (0 – 12 nautical miles).  

Do not use this form if your application relates to scientific, research, conservation or educational purposes. 

Describe the location of the proposed works. Include a list of the latitude and longitude co-ordinates (WGS84) 
of the boundary points of the proposed project. WGS84 is the World Geodetic System 1984 and the 
reference co-ordinate system used for marine licence applications. Co-ordinates taken from GPS equipment 
should be set to WGS84. Coordinates taken from recent admiralty charts will be on a WGS84 compatible 
datum. Ordnance survey maps do not use WGS84. In a few cases, (e.g. laying of long pipelines) it may only 
be practicable to supply co-ordinates for the start and end points.  

r positions read from charts the format should be as in the example: 55°55.555’N
002°22.222’W (WGS84). The decimal point specifies that decimals of minutes are used and the datum 
is stated explicitly. If seconds are used then the format should be as in the example: 55°55’44’’N  
2°22’11’’W (WGS84).

Marine Directorate - Licensing Operations Team 
Scottish Government 
375 Victoria Road 
Aberdeen 
AB11 9DB 



Marine Directorate - Licensing Operations Team 
Scottish Government 
375 Victoria Road 
Aberdeen 
AB11 9DB 



Tel: 0300 244 5046
Email:

While every effort has been made to ensure the information contained in this document is accurate, nothing 
in this document should be taken to replace the current legislation in force at this time. You are advised to 
obtain qualified legal advice in relation to your rights and responsibilities under the  and other
legislation.

Marine Directorate - Licensing Operations Team 
Scottish Government 
375 Victoria Road 
Aberdeen 
AB11 9DB 
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Part A.  The Applicant:  Personal details 

These questions relate to the person who will be the The licence can be issued to an 
individual or a company or a partnership and the licensee will be responsible for ensuring compliance with the 
licence and the conditions of the licence. Under the The Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 failure to carry 
out the work which you propose in accordance with the terms of the licence may expose you to criminal 
liability. 

1. Name of applicant

Title:

Company Name: 

Business Title (if Appropriate): 

Address: 

Tel no. (incl dialling  code): 

Email address: 

2. The Applicant: Previous applications:

Have you previously held a wildlife licence issued in the UK? (please tick as appropriate) 

Yes      No      (If yes, please complete below, if no, please go to Part B) 

Who issued the licence? 

Licence number (most recent licence) 

Year in which the licence was issued. 

What species were covered by the licence? 

What activity was covered by the licence e.g. disturb, injure? 

Marine Directorate - Licensing Operations Team 
Scottish Government 
375 Victoria Road 
Aberdeen 
AB11 9DB 

Scottish Hydro Electric Power Distribution plc

Scottish and Southern Electricity Networks
Inveralmond House
200 Dunkeld Road
Perth PH1 3AQ

(+44) 01738 342281

submarinecablesproject@sse.com

✔

Marine Directorate

BS-00010399

2024

Basking shark (Cetorhinus maximus)

Disturbance from USBL and SBP geophysical 
surveys

Scottish Hydro Electric Power Distribution plc

Scottish and Southern Electricity Networks
Inveralmond House
200 Dunkeld Road
Perth PH1 3AQ

(+44) 01738 342281

submarinecablesproject@sse.com

[Redacted]
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Part B.  The Application

3 Species 

(a) How many individuals will be affected by licensed work?

(b) Please provide a description of how this number was calculated / estimated

(c) Location of proposed licensed action

Latitude and Longitude co-ordinates (WGS84) defining the extent of the project. separate 
sheet if necessary. 

L L
° . ‘N ° . ‘W
° . ‘N ° . ‘W
° . ‘N ° . ‘W
° . ‘N ° . ‘W
° . ‘N ° . ‘W
° . ‘N ° . ‘W
° . ‘N ° . ‘W
° . ‘N ° . ‘W

Marine Directorate - Licensing Operations Team 
Scottish Government 
375 Victoria Road 
Aberdeen 
AB11 9DB 

See Appended Table

Injury - 0
Disturbance - It is estimated that the total number of individuals disturbed will be minimal due
to the transient nature of the animals and the brief nature of the works.

There is no potential for injury and very limited potential for disturbance to basking sharks in
the vicinity of the survey activities, however a Basking Shark Licence has been applied for on
a precautionary basis.

Please refer to Section 7 of Xodus Document Reference: A-200682-S00-A-REPT-001: Loch A'
Choire Subsea Cable Replacement Marine Environmental Appraisal.
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(d) Provide a brief description of the proposed activity and the methods to be used.
Detailed information should be included in your upporting nformation

(e) Briefly state how you will minimise the impact of your proposed work on Basking hark.
Detailed information should be included in your upporting nformation.

4. Consideration of designated sites

Designated Areas:  National Nature Reserves (NNR), Sites of Specific Scientific Interest (SSSI), Special 
Protection Area (SPA), Special Areas of Conservation (SAC), Ramsar sites, Marine Protected Areas 
(MPA).  Information on designated sites is available on   

(a) Will any part of the proposed activity fall within /or adjacent to an area covered by a
Yes    No 

(b) Please give the name of the designated site(s) and either the outcome of your consultations or the
reason why you have not consulted.  Please enclose any relevant correspondence.

Marine Directorate - Licensing Operations Team 
Scottish Government 
375 Victoria Road 
Aberdeen 
AB11 9DB 

Following a routine inspection, SHEPD has determined that the existing Loch A’ Choire North and South subsea cables are at the end of their operational life. Therefore, SHEPD intends
to replace both cables to improve resilience of the network and deliver network security, as replacement of cables before they fail is essential to ensure a continued electricity supply to
customers connected to these circuits. SHEPD intends to replace the two existing cables with two longer subsea cables. The proposed cable replacement activities will involve the
installation of two new 33 kV (kilovolt) subsea cables and associated cable protection and the removal of sections of out of service cable, where required. The proposed cables will be
installed adjacent to the existing cables in Loch A' Choire.

SHEPD is seeking an basking shark derogation licence for the cable replacement activities described above, in particular regard to disturbance of basking sharks due to the presence of
project vessels.

Other equipment may be used during the installation works; however, these are outwith the hearing range of basking sharks and therefore not capable of causing injury or disturbance:
- Ultra Short baseline (USBL), with a maximum source level of 207 dB re 1 Pa (peak), with a source frequency between 24 - 33.5 kHz;
-Multibeam Echosounder (MBES) - source level ranging between 180 and 240 dB re 1 Pa (peak), with a source frequency >200 kHz; and
-Side Scan Sonar (SSS) - source level ranging between 180 and 240 dB re 1 Pa (peak), with a source frequency >200 kHz.

Please refer to Section 1: Introduction, Section 3: Project Description, Section 7 Marine Megafauna and Appendix A: Noise Impact Assessment within Xodus Document Reference:
A-200682-S00-A-REPT-001: Loch A' Choire Subsea Cable Replacement Marine Environmental Appraisal.

As detailed in Section 7.4.4 of Xodus Document Reference:A-200682-S00-A-REPT-001: Loch A' 
Choire Subsea Cable Replacement Marine Environmental Appraisal, no significant risks to 
basking sharks were identified. As such, no basking shark specific mitigation is proposed.

The above notwithstanding, in line with industry best practice, all vessels will adhere to the 
provisions of the Scottish Marine Wildlife Watching Code (SMWWC) and the Basking Shark Code 
of Conduct to minimise disturbance to basking sharks. The cable installation vessel will be 
traveling at a slow speeds which will minimise the risk of injury and disturbance to basking sharks. 

✔

A Designated Sites impact assessment has been carried out within Section 5 of Xodus Document Reference: A-200682-S00-A-REPT-001: Loch A' Choire
Subsea Cable Replacement Marine Environmental Appraisal.

The proposed cable corridor is within proximity to the Moidart and Ardgour SPA (0.4 km), Eileanan agus Sgeiran Lios mor SAC (3.2 km), Inner Hebrides and
the Minches SAC (7.8 km) and Sea of the Hebrides NCMPA (34.7 km). The closest site, the Moidart and Ardgour SPA, is designated for golden eagle (Aquila
chrysaetos). Consultation with NatureScot has confirmed there are no known golden eagle nesting sites within 1 km of the proposed cable corridor.

The protected sites assessment has concluded that there will be no adverse effects on golden eagles associated with the Moidart and Ardgour SPA given that
golden eagles are unlikely to be utilising the marine area in which the proposed cable installation activities will take place and given that there are no known
nesting sites within 1 km of the proposed cable corridor. There will therefore be no likely significant effect (LSE) on the Moidart and Ardgour SPA. Furthermore,
no LSE are predicted on the Inner Hebrides and Minches SAC or Eileanan agus Sgeiran Lios mor SAC resulting from Project activities. Finally, the Project is
not considered capable of affecting (other than insignificantly) the protected features of the Sea of Hebrides NCMPA, including basking shark.
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5. Activities to be Licenced

Proposed Methods

(a) Please complete all relevant columns in the table below to indicate the methods you propose to use,
the activity involved and the time period in which you propose to use each method. This information will be
used when preparing the licence to cover activities that would otherwise be unlawful, and failure to give full
details may result in an inappropriate licence being issued.

Method From To Disturb Kill Take / trap 

Damage or 
destroy 
place of 
shelter / 

protection 

6. Purposes of the licence application (tick one box only)

Please indicate which purpose relates to the proposed works. The options shown are taken from

Marine Directorate - Licensing Operations Team 
Scottish Government 
375 Victoria Road 
Aberdeen 
AB11 9DB 

✔ Vessel presence 09/05/25 31/10/26

✔
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Satisfactory alternatives

Other icences / onsents

Type of onsent (e.g.
arine icence, ocal laning

uthority, ocal orks icence)

Date pplied for eference no. ate of issue of
consent 

Marine Directorate - Licensing Operations Team 
Scottish Government 
375 Victoria Road 
Aberdeen 
AB11 9DB 

Marine Licence Same as Basking
Shark Licence

Pending Pending

EPS Licence Same as Basking
Shark Licence

Pending Pending

Following routine inspection of the existing Loch A’ Choire North and South subsea cables, the following options were considered
to provide the best investment option and improve network resilience:

Option 1: Do minimum – replace on failure. This option would only replace each individual cable after it had failed. This was not
considered a viable option as it would risk customers being without an electricity supply and would incur impact and constrained
generation costs, with the cost of an emergency replacement being significantly higher than a planned replacement.

Option 2: Replace cable with new similar length cables. This option would replace both existing cables at the same time,
following a similar cable route. This would improve resilience of the network, deliver network security and be sufficient to support
energy supply demand for over 20 years based on current forecasted growth. Cost efficiencies would be realised in replacing
both cables at the same time.

Option 3: Augmentation of the route with a second similar length cable. This option would replace one existing cable and leave
the other cable in place without any upgrade. This option would improve the security of supply to connected customers until the
existing cable fails but would offer reduced reliability of the network and would incur higher costs in replacing cables individually
and as an emergency replacement.

Option 4: Replace both cables with a longer cable route. This option has the same benefits as Option 2 but allows the removal of
an inaccessible section of overhead line, which will improve operator safety and network resilience.

Option 4 is considered to be the best option as it delivers the greatest benefits in terms of improving reliability of network and
reducing potential for customer interruptions due to a subsea cable fault. It also reduces risk of incurring impact costs, improves
onshore network access, safety and resilience, and offers efficiencies in delivering cable replacement of two end of life cables
which support each other at the same time. It is noted that the use of installation vessels would be required for all options.



9. Noise Monitoring

Please indicate if any of the following noise generating activities will be taking place during the operations:

Use of explosives  Piling  Use of coustic eterrent evices
Survey equipment operating in the range 10 Hz – 10kHz  

If you have ticked any of the above boxes please complete a roposed ctivity form n the Marine
Noise Registry

Marine Directorate - Licensing Operations Team 
Scottish Government 
375 Victoria Road 
Aberdeen 
AB11 9DB 

The Project will not use explosives, piling, acoustic deterrent devices, or equipment operating
in the range of 10 Hz to 10 kHz.

Please see Section 2: Legislative Context of Xodus Reference Document
A-200682-S00-A-REPT-001 Loch A' Choire Subsea Cable Replacement Marine
Environmental Appraisal.



Marine Directorate - Licensing Operations Team 
Scottish Government 
375 Victoria Road 
Aberdeen 
AB11 9DB 

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔
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Part C.  Declarations

I have read and understand the guidance provided in this application form. I declare that the
particulars given are correct to the best of my knowledge and belief, and I apply for a licence in accordance
with these particulars.

I authorise employees or representatives of the Scottish Ministers to enter the site which is subject to this 
application for the purpose of monitoring and inspecting the permitted works. 

Warning 

Under the  failure to carry out the work which 
you propose in accordance with the terms of the licence may expose you to criminal liability. The licensee is 
responsible for ensuring compliance with the licence. 

The Scottish Ministers can modify or revoke a licence at any time, provided there are good reasons. Any 
licence that may be issued is likely to be revoked immediately if it is discovered that false information was 
provided and resulted in the issue of a licence. 

Under the THE WILDLIFE AND COUNTRYSIDE ACT 1981 (as amended), any person who in order to obtain a 
licence knowingly or recklessly makes a statement or representation, or furnishes a document or information 
which is false in a material particular, shall be guilty of an offence and may be liable to criminal prosecution. 
Any person found guilty of such offences is liable on summary conviction to imprisonment for a term not 
exceeding six months or to a  fine not exceeding level 5 on the standard scale (currently £5,000), or to both 
imprisonment and a fine. 

Note:  Previous convictions for wildlife offences will be taken into account and in some cases may mean that the 
Scottish Ministers do not consider it appropriate to grant a licence. 

Date Signature of the
Applicant 

(The person named at part 1) 

Name in 

Note – If signing on behalf of a company, please append you signature with “on behalf of ”. 

T

Licensing Operations Team 

375 Victoria Road 
Aberdeen 
AB11 9DB 

Disclaimer 

While every effort has been made to ensure the information contained in this document is accurate, nothing in 
this document should be taken to replace the current legislation in force at this time. You are advised to 
obtain qualified legal advice in relation to your rights and responsibilities under the 1981 Act and other 
legislation. 

Marine Directorate - Licensing Operations Team 
Scottish Government 
375 Victoria Road 
Aberdeen 
AB11 9DB 

31/01/25[Redacted]
[Redacted]
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Annex A 

How has the risk been identified  Please give details of any expert advice received. 

How will the proposed activity address the identified risk  

Marine Directorate - Licensing Operations Team 
Scottish Government 
375 Victoria Road 
Aberdeen 
AB11 9DB 
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Annex B 

How will the proposed activity prevent the spread of disease? Please give details of any expert advice 
received. 

Marine Directorate - Licensing Operations Team 
Scottish Government 
375 Victoria Road 
Aberdeen 
AB11 9DB 



15

Annex C 

How will the proposed activity prevent serious damage?  Please give details of any expert advice received. 

Marine Directorate - Licensing Operations Team 
Scottish Government 
375 Victoria Road 
Aberdeen 
AB11 9DB 



16

Annex D 

What benefits will be provided by the proposed activity? Give details and indicate if they are social, economic 
or environmental.  Please indicate if the benefits are short or long term. 

What public interest will be served?  Who will benefit from the proposed activity? Does the proposed activity 
address a need? 

Why is it imperative the proposed activity goes ahead? 

Does the proposed activity support any local regional or national policies? Please give details. Are you 
fulfilling a statutory role? 

Marine Directorate - Licensing Operations Team 
Scottish Government 
375 Victoria Road 
Aberdeen 
AB11 9DB 

The main driver behind this Project is to reduce the overall network risk associated with the two existing
cables which, following routine cable inspections have been deemed to be at the end of their
operational life and are therefore prioritised for Asset Replacement. Proactive replacement of cables
before they fail is essential to ensure a continued electricity supply to customers connected to these
circuits.

This Project will allow SHEPD to deliver upon two of its commitments within the RIIO ED2 business
plan given both cables are named schemes within the plan. Additionally, the Project will benefit the
region by removing 4 km of overhead lines on each circuit, the majority of which are largely
inaccessible and difficult to maintain.

This application covers the proposed cable replacement works (i.e. vessel presence).

As described in Section 7: Satisfactory alternatives and this Annex B, SHEPD has considered a 'Do
Nothing' approach with regard to the cable replacement and the use of installation and support vessels.
It was concluded that the 'Do Nothing' approach was not viable, and that installation vessels are
required for any proposed alternatives for replacing the Loch A'Choire subsea cables.

SHEPD holds a licence under the Electricity Act 1989 for the distribution of electricity in the north of
Scotland including the Islands. It has a statutory duty to provide an economic and efficient system for the
distribution of electricity and to ensure that its assets are maintained to ensure a safe, secure and reliable
supply to customers.

Please see Section 2: Legislative Context of Xodus Document Reference: A-200682-S00-A-REPT-001:
Loch A' Choire Subsea Cable Replacement Marine Environmental Appraisal for full policy consideration.



 

 



 

Table 1 Cable Corridor Coordinates (WGS84) in Degrees, Minutes and Seconds (DMS), Degrees and Decimal 
Minutes (DDM) and Decimal Degrees (DD)   

LATITUDE DMS LONGITUDE DMS LATITUDE  DDM LONGITUDE  DDM LATITUDE  DD LONGITUDE  DD 

56° 38' 12" N 005° 25' 20" W 56° 38.203' N 005° 25.333' W 56.63671446 -5.42221986 
56° 37' 52" N 005° 25' 29" W 56° 37.866' N 005° 25.478' W 56.63111095 -5.42464149 
56° 37' 062" N 005° 26' 01" W 56° 37.108' N 005° 26.021' W 56.6184715 -5.43367897 
56° 36' 47" N 005° 26' 32" W 56° 36.778' N 005° 26.528' W 56.61298013 -5.44213101 
56° 36' 28" N 005° 27' 15" W 56° 36.469' N 005° 27.253' W 56.60782387 -5.45422424 
56° 36' 15" N 005° 28' 06" W 56° 36.250' N 005° 28.095' W 56.60416854 -5.46825721 
56° 36' 10" N 005° 28' 38" W 56° 36.172' N 005° 28.631' W 56.60287545 -5.47718172 
56° 36' 07" N 005° 29' 21" W 56° 36.118' N 005° 29.342' W 56.60197491 -5.48903477 
56° 36' 07" N 005° 29' 46" W 56° 36.119' N 005° 29.774' W 56.601986 -5.49623218 
56° 36' 16" N 005° 29' 41" W 56° 36.263' N 005° 29.687' W 56.60438707 -5.49479043 
56° 36' 16" N 005° 29' 36" W 56° 36.266' N 005° 29.604' W 56.60444463 -5.49339349 
56° 36' 17" N 005° 29' 36" W 56° 36.278' N 005° 29.596' W 56.60463939 -5.49326697 
56° 36' 20" N 005° 29' 13" W 56° 36.331' N 005° 29.213' W 56.60551988 -5.48687778 
56° 36' 19" N 005° 29' 06" W 56° 36.312' N 005° 29.097' W 56.6051941 -5.4849536 
56° 36' 25" N 005° 28' 26" W 56° 36.414' N 005° 28.431' W 56.60689818 -5.47384988 
56° 36' 32" N 005° 28' 02" W 56° 36.540' N 005° 28.039' W 56.60901462 -5.46731689 
56° 36' 43" N 005° 27' 42" W 56° 36.724' N 005° 27.706' W 56.6120692 -5.46176748 
56° 37' 03" N 005° 27' 20" W 56° 37.042' N 005° 27.327' W 56.61737381 -5.45544197 
56° 37' 07" N 005° 27' 17" W 56° 37.116' N 005° 27.275' W 56.61860555 -5.45458638 
56° 37' 54" N 005° 26' 16" W 56° 37.903' N 005° 26.275' W 56.63172288 -5.43790912 
56° 38' 04" N 005° 26' 13" W 56° 38.073' N 005° 26.221' W 56.63454974 -5.43702091 
56° 38' 18" N 005° 26' 18" W 56° 38.305' N 005° 26.306' W 56.63841966 -5.43843955 
56° 38' 22" N 005° 26' 12" W 56° 38.373' N 005° 26.203' W 56.63955708 -5.43671419 
56° 38' 24" N 005° 26' 11" W 56° 38.405' N 005° 26.180' W 56.64009052 -5.43633812 
56° 38' 31" N 005° 26' 04" W 56° 38.512' N 005° 26.070' W 56.64186731 -5.43449969 
56° 38' 31" N 005° 26' 06" W 56° 38.519' N 005° 26.095' W 56.64198934 -5.43491898 
56° 38' 32" N 005° 26' 06" W 56° 38.5274' N 005° 26.103' W 56.64212408 -5.43504171 
56° 38' 32" N 005° 26' 06" W 56° 38.533' N 005° 26.094' W 56.6422267 -5.43489987 
56° 38' 34" N 005° 26' 04" W 56° 38.564' N 005° 26.066' W 56.64273766 -5.43442764 
56° 38' 35" N 005° 26' 00" W 56° 38.585' N 005° 26.005' W 56.64308064 -5.4334113 
56° 38' 36" N 005° 25' 53" W 56° 38.596' N 005° 25.878' W 56.64327157 -5.43130993 
56° 38' 25" N 005° 25' 51" W 56° 38.422' N 005° 25.856' W 56.6403642 -5.43094316 
56° 38' 19" N 005° 25' 48" W 56° 38.315' N 005° 25.806' W 56.63857532 -5.43009243 
56° 38' 12" N 005° 25' 20" W 56° 38.203' N 005° 25.333' W 56.63671446 -5.42221986 
56° 38' 01" N 005° 25' 49" W 56° 38.016' N 005° 25.819' W 56.63359849 -5.43030931 
56° 37' 59" N 005° 25' 42" W 56° 37.979' N 005° 25.695' W 56.63297511 -5.42824778 



 

LATITUDE DMS LONGITUDE DMS LATITUDE  DDM LONGITUDE  DDM LATITUDE  DD LONGITUDE  DD 

56° 37' 02" N 005° 27' 04" W 56° 37.041' N 005° 27.060' W 56.61734638 -5.45099415 
56° 36' 58" N 005° 27' 06" W 56° 36.972' N 005° 27.108' W 56.61620065 -5.45179608 
56° 36' 35" N 005° 27' 24" W 56° 36.585' N 005° 27.399' W 56.60974737 -5.45665047 
56° 36' 29" N 005° 27' 46" W 56° 36.490' N 005° 27.766' W 56.60817166 -5.46276142 
56° 36' 38" N 005° 27' 30" W 56° 36.638' N 005° 27.506' W 56.6106276 -5.45843936 
56° 36' 52" N 005° 26' 43" W 56° 36.875' N 005° 26.710' W 56.61458075 -5.44516971 
56° 37' 11" N 005° 26' 14" W 56° 37.176' N 005° 26.2389' W 56.61960461 -5.43731462 
For the avoidance of doubt, the landward boundaries of the cable corridor covered by the MEA are the MHWS. The landfall boundaries 
defined by the coordinates within this document should be considered approximations, due to the requirement to limit the number 
of vertices.  

 




