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associated offshore pipelines. The total area of the ECC is 86km2 up to MHWS 
(Figure 1). 

1.3 Construction Programme 

1.3.1 The offshore construction phase is expected to last up to six years. Pre-
construction surveys, which may be undertaken in the Array Area and ECC 
include geophysical, geotechnical, and unexploded ordinance (UXO) surveys. 
The extent of boulder clearance activities will be confirmed following these pre-
construction surveys. UXO target investigations will identify any confirmed UXO 
(cUXO). If these cUXO cannot be avoided (i.e. micro-routing) then UXO 
clearance activities may also be undertaken. Further details of construction 
programme and methodologies will be available post consent. 

1.4 Scope of Document  

1.4.1 This proposed WSI sets out the aims, methodologies and standards that will be 
employed to implement the mitigation strategy set out in the EIAR (Buchan 
Offshore Wind Limited 2025). In format and content, it conforms to current best 
practice and to the guidance outlined in Management of Research Projects in the 
Historic Environment (MoRPHE, Historic England 2015a), the Joint Nautical 
Archaeology Policy Committee Code of Practice for Development (JNAPC 2006) 
and the relevant guidance from the Chartered Institute for Archaeologists (CIfA) 
(CIfA various), as applicable. 

1.4.2 This document is expected to be approved by MD-LOT, with consultation 
undertaken with the Archaeological Curator(s), prior to the commencement of 
any post-consent investigative work. If elements of the proposed WSI need to be 
discussed with relevant external stakeholders, including the Receiver of Wreck 
or Ministry of Defence, then this will occur post consent. This could include 
methodologies for recovering and reporting material or development works that 
could impact a protected site under the Protection of Military Remains Act 1986. 

2 THE ARCHAEOLOGICAL ASSESSMENT AREAS 

2.1 Co-ordinate System 

2.1.1 Datasets used within this document have been compiled and presented in World 
Geodetic System 1984 Universal Transverse Mercator zone 30 North (WGS 
1984 UTM zone 30 N). Any data not already in this co-ordinate system have 
been converted using the conversion programme Quest Geodetic calculator, 
version 8.0.0.1.  

2.2 Archaeological Assessment Areas 

2.2.1 The study area for this report is defined as the boundary of the Proposed 
Offshore Development footprint plus a 1 km buffer to provide the additional 
spatial context for the understanding of  archaeological potential and heritage 
significance of receptors that may be affected (Figure 1).  

2.2.2 This study area is partially covered by geophysical survey datasets which has 
been archaeologically assessed within the project specific Marine Archaeological 
Technical Report (Wessex Archaeology 2025). These datasets cover the 
footprint of the Proposed Offshore Development but do not extend across the full 





https://scarf.scot/2012/01/24/2-8-research-recommendations/
https://scarf.scot/2012/01/24/2-8-research-recommendations/
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https://scarf.scot/2012/01/25/5-5-research-recommendations/
https://scarf.scot/2012/01/25/5-5-research-recommendations/
https://www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/leisure-sport-and-culture/archaeology/north-east-scotland-regional-research-framework/ne-scotland-regional-research-framework-upper-palaeolithic/
https://www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/leisure-sport-and-culture/archaeology/north-east-scotland-regional-research-framework/ne-scotland-regional-research-framework-upper-palaeolithic/
https://www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/leisure-sport-and-culture/archaeology/north-east-scotland-regional-research-framework/ne-scotland-regional-research-framework-upper-palaeolithic/
https://www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/leisure-sport-and-culture/archaeology/north-east-scotland-regional-research-framework/ne-scotland-regional-research-framework-upper-palaeolithic/
https://www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/leisure-sport-and-culture/archaeology/north-east-scotland-regional-research-framework/ne-scotland-regional-research-framework-mesolithic/
https://www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/leisure-sport-and-culture/archaeology/north-east-scotland-regional-research-framework/ne-scotland-regional-research-framework-mesolithic/
https://www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/leisure-sport-and-culture/archaeology/north-east-scotland-regional-research-framework/ne-scotland-regional-research-framework-mesolithic/
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Landfall Area Heritage Assets 

5.3.8 Four Landfall Area receptors  were identified through both the documentary 
sources and the walkover survey, one of which is located within the ECC and 
three within the Study Area around the ECC. The lower parts of the Norwegian 
wooden barque Excelsior (1003), stranded close to Rattray Head in 1881 with a 
cargo of phosphate rock, are present within the Landfall Area. The wreck remains 
measure 40 x 8.5 m with multiple timber framing elements of the hull present 
above the beach material. 

5.3.9 Two of the receptors to the north of the landfall (1001 and 1004) relate to parts 
of the iron wreck of HMS Erne, a Royal Navy destroyer that stranded at Rattray 
Head in 1915 with no casualties and was extensively broken up during the 
following years. The remains largely relate to the lower hull plating and some 
fittings, and are buried within the Landfall sands.  

5.3.10 The final Landfall receptor is the Rattray Head lighthouse (1002) to the north of 
the landfall, which was designed by David Alan Stevenson for the Northern 
Lighthouse Board and built in 1885. It is still in use. 

Maritime, Aviation and landfall Archaeological Potential 

5.3.11 The potential for further discoveries has been explored through a review of 
archaeological discoveries in the wider area, the history of the area, and through 
assessments of recorded losses.  

5.3.12 There is potential for the presence of archaeological material of a maritime 
nature, spanning from the Late Upper Palaeolithic to the present day.  

5.3.13 Post-medieval and modern wrecks, as they were generally made of more 
substantial material, are more likely to have been discovered through surveys 
undertaken by the UKHO and others, and thus recorded in the archaeological 
record. However, there is still potential for the discovery of previously unrecorded 
wreck sites, particularly of wooden wrecks, broken up wrecks or partially buried 
wrecks that are more difficult to detect through geophysical survey. 

5.3.14 During the post-medieval period there is potential for wrecks associated with 
continuing local trade and marine exploitation. During the latter part of the 19th 
century the Aberdeen fleet gradually moved offshore and into trawling. Chief 
amongst the offshore catch was the herring, and the herring boom from the 
1870s and the First World War brought seasonally hectic activity to the port. By 
1910, 217 of the Scottish fleet of 320 steam trawlers operated out of Aberdeen.  

5.3.15 In the modern period, there is potential for shipwrecks associated with the First 
and Second World Wars, including both naval and merchant ships. 

5.3.16 Many vessels were lost without a record being made, and sometimes even the 
records that were created have since been lost. There are 66 recorded losses in 
the wider study area, dating from the 18th century to the modern period. These 
are ships that were reported missing but for which no remains have yet been 
discovered on the seabed, and their recorded location is somewhat arbitrary. 

5.3.17 There are no known aircraft crash sites recorded within the study area. 
Nonetheless, there is the potential for aircraft or aircraft-related debris to exist on 
the seafloor within the study area, as indicated by coastal pillboxes and the 
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presence of Peterhead military airfield within the area. Given the identified 
potential of the area for military aircraft crashes, particularly relating to the 
Second World War, the likelihood would be for any aircraft crash site to be of 
military origin, which would be automatically protected under the Protection of 
Military Remains Act 1986. Aircraft crash sites are also difficult to identify through 
archaeological assessments of geophysical survey, although past experience 
indicates material from the site, such as engines or other material may be 
recorded as small obstructions or anomalies. Furthermore, the positions of 
aircraft crash sites at sea are rarely recorded with any degree of accuracy and 
the vast majority were based solely on eyewitness estimations or the discovery 
of wreckage on the surface of the sea, both of which can lead to erroneous 
assumptions. Therefore, the presence and distribution of aircraft wrecks within 
the study area should not be underestimated. 

5.3.18 There is the potential for further unknown heritage sites to be located between 
MHWS and MLWS at the Landfall, which could be related to the wrecks of the 
Excelsior or HMS Erne. These assets may be of a maritime nature, relating to 
coastal infrastructure, or may represent individual finds.  

6 POTENTIAL IMPACTS 

6.1 Introduction 

6.1.1 EIAR Volume 2, Chapter 16: Marine Archaeology and Cultural Heritage has 
identified the potential effects on marine archaeology, which might occur from 
the construction, operation and maintenance, and decommissioning of the 
Proposed Offshore Development. 

6.2 Direct 

6.2.1 The direct impacts resulting in potential adverse effects upon archaeological 
receptors as part of the construction, operation and maintenance, and 
decommissioning works are those involving contact with the seabed or the 
removal and disturbance of seabed sediments. Marine archaeological receptors 
with height, such as shipwrecks, may also be impacted by activities that occur 
within the lower part of the water column close to the seabed.  

6.2.2 There could be permanent physical loss or disturbance of potential seabed 
receptors in shallow sediments from seabed preparation, other installation 
activities, operation and maintenance, and decommissioning works. These 
receptors could include shallowly buried shipwrecks or aircraft crash sites. Areas 
of particular concern include areas of concentration of A2 anomalies (particularly 
buried magnetic anomalies with no surface expression). 

6.2.3 There could also be permanent physical loss or disturbance of known and 
potential palaeogeographic features from the different phases of the Proposed 
Offshore Development where activities penetrate the surface. 

6.2.4 Permanent physical loss or disturbance of known and potential seabed 
prehistory receptors, and marine and aviation receptors can occur from the use 
of anchors by vessels during the different phases of the Proposed Offshore 
Development. The expected use of Horizontal Directional Drilling (HDD) under 
the area between MHWS and MLWS will not require the need to utilise cable 
laying barges or jack-up barges, and therefore there will be limited impact on 
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Table 9-1 Recommended AEZs 
ID 
Number 

Classification WGS 84 UTM 30N Exclusion 
Zone 

Location 

Easting Northing 

1003 Wreck 
identified in 
Landfall Area 

570112 6384360 50 m around 
location point 

Landfall 
Area 

7039 A1 571587 6383769 100 m around 
location point 

ECC 

7081 A1 578158 6384468 100 m around 
wreck extents 

ECC 

7102, 
7103, 7147 

A1 581982 6393974 100 m around 
wreck extents 

ECC 

7145 A3 576946 6383953 100 m around 
location point 

ECC 

7153 A3 602575 6459077 100 m around 
location point 

Array Area 

7165 A3 595860 6463974 100 m around 
location point 

Array Area 

7175, 
7176, 
7177, 
7178, 
7179, 7180 

A1s 599073 6464949 100 m around 
wreck extents 
and debris 
locations 

Array Area 

7193 A3 596963 6468797 100 m around 
location point 

Array Area 

7197 A1 598635 6471159 100 m around 
location point 

Array Area 

7248 A3 608372 6479770 100 m around 
location point 

Array Area 

7276 A3 606738 6485795 100 m around 
location point 

Array Area 

 

Monitoring of AEZs 

9.3.7 The effectiveness of the AEZs will be periodically monitored by the Retained 
Archaeologist in consultation with the Developer and / or their representative, 
and details and frequency of such will be specified in an Archaeological Method 
Statement when a programme of archaeological works is established and will be 
agreed between the Developer and / or their representative and the 
Archaeological Curator(s).  

9.3.8 Monitoring of AEZs will be undertaken as required, dependant on operations 
occurring within the vicinity, following an archaeological assessment of post-
construction survey data and review of the final layout of associated 
infrastructure, cables and positioning records of vessel jack-up legs or anchors 
(The Crown Estate 2021, p. 29). 

9.3.9 Periodic archaeological reports may be prepared to review whether there have 
been any incursions into each AEZ and whether there are still archaeological 
grounds for maintaining each AEZ. Archaeological reports on AEZs may include 
recommendations regarding amendment of the extent, removal and / or creation 
of new AEZs. 
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9.6.5 In the event that further work is recommended by the Retained Archaeologist, 
the defined scope of this will be discussed with the Developer and the 
Archaeological Curator(s) prior to being undertaken..  

9.6.6 To frame geoarchaeological investigations, Wessex Archaeology has developed 
a five-stage approach conforming to industry standards (Gribble & Leather 
2011), encompassing different levels of investigation appropriate to the results 
obtained, accompanied by formal reporting of the results. The stages are 
summarised below (Table 9-2). 

Table 9-2 Staged approach to geoarchaeological investigation 
Stage Description 

Stage 1: 
Geoarchaeological 
review 

Desk-based review of geotechnical and geological data. 
Establish likely presence/ absence/ distribution of 
archaeologically relevant deposits. 
 
Identify deposits or samples for Stage 2 works. 

Stage 2: 
Geoarchaeological 
description and 
interpretation 

Target deposits or samples identified in Stage 1. Describe the 
sequences recovered and undertake deposit modelling (if 
suitable). Interpret depositional environment (if possible). 
 
Identify if suitable deposits are present for Stage 3 works. 

Stage 3: 
Palaeoenvironmental 
assessment 

Sub-sample deposits of archaeological interest for 
paleoenvironmental assessment (e.g. pollen, plant macrofossils, 
foraminifera, ostracod and diatoms) and associated scientific 
dating. Provide an outline interpretation of the archaeological 
and palaeoenvironmental context.  
 
Any recommendations for Stage 4 works will depend on the 
potential for further analysis and the project research objectives. 

Stage 4: 
Palaeoenvironmental 
analysis 

Full analysis of samples and additional scientific dating as 
specified in Stage 3, together with a detailed synthesis of the 
results, in their local, regional or wider archaeological and 
palaeoenvironmental context. 
 
Publication would usually follow from a Stage 4 report. 

Stage 5: Publication Publication of the results of Stage 1-4 works for submission in a 
peer reviewed journal, book or monograph, depending on the 
archaeological significance of the work.  
 
The scope and location of the final publication will be agreed in 
consultation with the Developer and regulatory bodies where 
appropriate. 

 

9.7 Archaeological Assessment of UXO ROV Survey Data 

9.7.1 The Archaeological Written Schemes of Investigation for Offshore Wind Farm 
Projects (The Crown Estate 2021) states that the Developer and / or their 
appointed representatives should seek archaeological input at the planning 
stages of any proposed diver / ROV surveys undertaken primarily for 
engineering, ecological, or other purposes, in order to maximise the potential 
benefits. Archaeological input could include advice from the Retained 
Archaeologist on whether the surveys are likely to cover any areas of 
archaeological interest, such as AEZs, A2s, areas where unexpected discoveries 
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have been made, and areas of archaeological potential, or whether the surveys 
are not likely to be of archaeological interest. 

9.7.2 Therefore, archaeological advice should be sought at the planning stages for any 
ROV and / or diver surveys, for example undertaken as part of route clearance 
or other activities, and, if appropriate, a separate method statement could be 
produced, in order to maximise the survey results for archaeological assessment. 

9.7.3 These surveys could be used to validate, alter or remove existing AEZs, in 
conjunction with discussions with the relevant Archaeological Curator(s), or to 
identify and characterise material on the seabed, for example A2 geophysical 
anomalies or unexpected discoveries. Should any wreck or aircraft material be 
discovered, the Receiver of Wreck and Ministry of Defence will be contacted 
respectively. 

9.7.4 Relevant data collected should be reviewed by an appropriately qualified and 
experienced archaeologist. The assessment will include any target lists, target 
investigation reports, video stills, video data, blue view sonar or other 
geophysical data, and the location and nature of any obstructions encountered. 
Provision will be made by the Developer and / or their appointed representatives 
for daily reports and target investigation reports to be provided regularly during 
the survey operations, to ensure timely archaeological advice. Targets identified 
as non-UXO could be of archaeological interest, therefore, regular review of data 
will facilitate the possibility of the diver / ROV survey team returning to the site 
for further survey, without need for remobilisation.  

9.7.5 Should any sensitive archaeological sites come to light, management plans will 
be put in place, through consultation with the relevant Archaeological Curator, as 
additional information is gathered as required. 

9.7.6 The results of the archaeological assessment will be disseminated as per 
Reporting (Section 12.6). The reporting will include the investigative and visual 
outcomes, which can provide insightful and significant information.  

9.8 Archaeological Investigations using ROVs 

9.8.1 Archaeological ROV-based investigations refer to any works that take place 
where the primary objectives are archaeological, and is led by archaeologists. At 
present none are planned or are required for the purposes of the EIAR; however 
should they be required the following section sets out their planning and 
operation.  

9.8.2 Archaeological surveys can be employed in order to gather archaeological data 
concerning wreck sites and geophysical anomalies to safeguard the 
archaeological record or to alter (enlarge, reduce, move or remove) existing 
AEZs or TEZs. Specifically, an archaeological assessment may be required 
where it is not possible to protect an archaeological site through the 
implementation of an AEZ or where visual clarification is sought in order to 
confirm or amend an AEZ or TEZ. 

9.8.3 Assessment primarily for archaeological purposes will be undertaken by an 
Archaeological Contractor with a marine archaeological team with the 
appropriate expertise and experience of the environment / conditions likely to be 
encountered. 
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9.8.4 The position of the survey equipment will be determined using an acoustic 
navigation system. The position will be integrated into a tracking and recording 
system where the position of the objects on the seabed can be compared to the 
geophysical data, and the extent and character of the features recorded. 

9.8.5 Recording will be conducted to a level whereby a statement can be made as to 
the date, character, extent and archaeological importance of the site. Significant 
diagnostic features will be recorded by photography backed up with written 
records and measurements. Limited documentary research may also be required 
to support the assessment of importance. 

9.9 Archaeological Watching Briefs 

9.9.1 A watching brief is a formal programme of archaeological monitoring and will 
involve attendance by an Archaeological Contractor during works. For the 
Proposed Offshore Development works, no archaeological watching briefs are 
currently proposed, and a PAD will be used to address any finds of unexpected 
archaeological material that come to light during construction.  

9.9.2 For the proposed HDD works at Landfall, where exit pits are required, an 
archaeological watching brief could be instituted for the area that will be impacted 
by the exit / entry pit / trench and supporting activities (e.g. construction 
compound site preparation). This will be informed by the assessment of 
geophysical and geotechnical survey data being collected nearshore for HDD 
works and following further details of the likely methods to be utilised, particularly 
for understanding prehistoric and palaeolandscape features - receptors that may 
extend across the Landfall Area. The archaeological watching brief would require 
a specific archaeological method statement, based on the specifics of the 
onshore WSI, and should be approved by the relevant Archaeological Curator(s) 
prior to works being undertaken. 

9.9.3 Should archaeological material of high archaeological importance be reported 
through the Protocol, an archaeological watching brief could be instituted, 
following discussions with the relevant Archaeological Curator(s) and agreement 
with MD-LOT. The archaeological watching brief would require a works specific 
archaeological method statement, which would be based on the specifics in the 
WSI and would be undertaken in line with the Universal guidance for 
archaeological monitoring and recording (CIfA 2023c) and should be approved 
by the relevant Archaeological Curator(s) prior to works being undertaken. 

9.10 Protocol for Archaeological Discoveries (PAD) 

9.10.1 A PAD will be implemented as best practice to ensure that the Proposed Offshore 
Development is prepared for unexpected discoveries of archaeological material 
- including shipwreck material, aircraft remains, submerged prehistoric material 
or other archaeological material - and are addressed in a timely and appropriate 
manner. 

9.10.2 The PAD is a safety net for any unexpected discoveries made during the course 
of works. In the instances where the Developer and / or their appointed 
representatives have made provision for other archaeological investigations (for 
example archaeological assessment of ROV survey data), then the 
archaeological method statement relating to this provision will take precedence. 
However, where no specific archaeological provision has been made, then 
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reporting should be made through the PAD. This PAD has been set out in 
accordance with The Crown Estate Protocol for Archaeological Discoveries 
Offshore Renewables Projects (2014). 

9.10.3 The aim of the PAD is to reduce adverse effects of the Proposed Offshore 
Development on the historic environment by enabling reporting of archaeological 
finds in a manner that is both convenient and effective regarding curatorial 
requirements. 

9.10.4 Flow charts of actions / communications and recording sheets associated with 
the PAD can be found in Appendix 1 and Appendix 2.  

9.10.5 Archaeological finds made during the different phases of the Proposed Offshore 
Development are important because they can shed light on past human use of 
the landscape, sea, and seabed. The information that such discoveries bring to 
light can help archaeologists better understand the human past and should, 
therefore be conserved to better protect these aspects of our history on behalf of 
future generations. 

9.10.6 The PAD will be implemented to ensure that these discoveries are reported and 
analysed. 

Methodology 

9.10.7 The implementation of the PAD will be initiated by a visit by the Retained 
Archaeologist to the relevant vessels to ensure that relevant Project Staff are 
aware of what constitutes an appropriate find, understand how to record them, 
and are aware of the reporting process. Project Staff involved with the following 
works, if required, should undergo PAD Awareness Training at mobilisation as a 
toolbox talk: UXO survey(s), pre-lay grapnel runs, clearance works, and any 
other works with potential for the discovery of material on the seabed and / or 
recovery of material to the surface. There is the likelihood that Project Staff will 
work on shifts / rotations, therefore, it is important that PAD Awareness Training 
is provided to all relevant Project Staff. The Retained Archaeological will keep a 
log of the delivered PAD Awareness Training, which will be communicated with 
the Developer and / or their appointed representatives.   

9.10.8 An internal reporting chain will be in place in order for the PAD to be operationally 
effective. Therefore, contact details, including those of the Master / Site 
Champion, Nominated Contact and the Archaeological Contractor, will be 
circulated once they have been confirmed 

9.10.9 When discoveries are made by Project Staff, either on the seabed or onboard a 
vessel, they can then be reported to a Master / Site Champion on their vessel. 
The Master / Site Champion will generally be the vessel Master, or a person 
nominated by the Master to be the Site Champion, a UXO specialist, a 
Construction Foreman, or any other person in a position to control the immediate 
works. The Site Champion then reports to the Nominated Contact, a person who 
has been formally identified by the Developer and / or their appointed 
representatives to co-ordinate the implementation of the PAD. The Nominated 
Contact will then report any discoveries to the Retained Archaeologist and the 
Developer and / or their appointed representative's Project Manager(s).  
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the Archaeological Method Statement, prior to any processes that may render 
the sample ineffective.  

11.9.3 All sampling undertaken for archaeological purposes will be undertaken following 
the Retained Archaeologist's guidance, which adheres to the principles outlined 
in Historic England's guidance (English Heritage (now Historic England) 2011 
and Historic England 2015a). 

 

12 POST-EXCAVATION AND REPORTING 

12.1 Introduction 

12.1.1 The following section provides a standard basis for the appropriate archaeological 
post-excavation assessment and reporting on a variety of potential datasets that 
might be recovered through the mitigation works outlined above. These allow the 
Developer to comply with the relevant legal and planning requirements at time of 
writing, and sections may be updated as necessary if requirements, contractors 
or methodologies change. 

12.2 Stratigraphic Evidence 

12.2.1 All written and drawn records, and surveyed data from archaeological fieldwork 
will be collated and checked.  

12.2.2 Stratigraphic groups will be defined, and preliminary phasing undertaken using 
stratigraphic relationships, finds spot-dates and any other relevant information. 
The character, range, date, nature, condition and significance of the stratigraphic 
evidence will be assessed and reported on. Issues surrounding stratigraphic 
interpretation (e.g., due to truncation, redeposition, residuality) and phasing (e.g., 
due to low level of finds) will be identified. 

12.3 Finds Evidence 

12.3.1 All retained archaeological finds will, as a minimum, be weighed (where 
applicable), identified and given a unique identifier. Samples of surface residues 
may be retained and assessed, following advice from a conservator and 
environmental archaeologist. Finds will then be recorded to a level appropriate 
to the aims and objectives of the investigation. The report will include a table of 
finds with relevant details and a description. Recording and reporting will conform 
to the Type 2 (Appraisal) level according to the CIfA's Toolkit for Specialist 
Reporting, to include appropriate quantification, characterisation and 
assessment of significance and potential.  

12.3.2 Metalwork, especially from stratified contexts, will be X-rayed and, along with 
other fragile and delicate materials, stored in a stable environment. The X-raying 
of objects and other conservation needs will be undertaken by the Retained 
Archaeologist's in-house conservation staff, or by another approved 
conservation centre. 

12.3.3 Finds from a marine context will be placed in containers of tap water and stored 
out of direct sunlight. Larger items will be kept damp with the use of capillary 
matting, until a solution on storage or next steps can be ascertained. 





https://oasis.ac.uk/
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13.5 Selection Strategy 

13.5.1 It is widely accepted that not all the records and materials (artefacts and ecofacts) 
collected or created during the course of the various activities undertaken during 
the different phases of the Proposed Offshore Development require preservation 
in perpetuity. These records and materials will be subject to selection in order to 
establish what will be retained for long-term curation, with the aim of ensuring 
that all elements selected to be retained are appropriate to establish the 
significance of the Proposed Offshore Development and support future research, 
outreach, engagement, display and learning activities, i.e., the retained archive 
should fulfil the requirements of both future researchers and the receiving 
museum. 

13.5.2 The relevant Archaeological Curator(s) and the Retained Archaeologist will seek 
approval from relevant stakeholders (Retained Archaeologist's specialists, other 
external specialists, the accepting museum and the Archaeological Curator(s)) 
and agree a policy for the selection, retention and disposal of recovered or 
excavated material, and confirm requirements in respect of the format, 
presentation and packaging of archive records and materials. This will be 
underpinned by national guidelines on selection and retention (Brown 2011) and 
generic selection policies (SMA 1995) and follows the CIfA's Toolkit for Selecting 
Archaeological Archives. Legislative requirements of the Merchant Shipping Act 
1995 and Protection of Military Remains Act 1986 must also be taken into 
account. 

13.5.3 In Scotland, the receiving institution will be notified in advance of any targeted 
marine archaeological fieldwork. However, due to the nature of some types of 
fieldwork whereby it is often unknown what finds could be recovered, these 
discussions may take place during or after fieldwork has ended. 

13.5.4 It is important to note that selection, retention and disposal of recovered or 
excavated material should only occur if the legislative requirements of the 
Merchant Shipping Act 1995 and Protection of Military Remains Act 1986 are 
fully undertaken and the Receiver of Wreck and Ministry of Defence are involved 
in any such decisions, for instance ensuring all droits are closed prior to discard 
or transfer to a suitable museum. 

13.6 Security Copy 

13.6.1 In line with current best practice (Brown 2011), on completion of the Proposed 
Offshore Development a security copy of the written records will be prepared in 
the form of a digital PDF/A file. PDF/A is an ISO-standardised version of the 
Portable Document Format (PDF) designed for the digital preservation of 
electronic documents through omission of features ill-suited to long-term 
archiving. 
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APPENDICES 

Appendix 1: Protocol for Archaeological Discoveries: actions for discoveries on the 
seabed and on-board a vessel 
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�D�Q�G���/�D�Q�G�I�D�O�O���$�U�H�D

�&�R�R�U�G�L�Q�D�W�H���V�\�V�W�H�P�����:�*�6�������������8�7�0���=�R�Q�H�������1

�&�R�Q�W�D�L�Q�V���2�U�G�Q�D�Q�F�H���6�X�U�Y�H�\���G�D�W�D���‹���&�U�R�Z�Q���F�R�S�\�U�L�J�K�W���D�Q�G���G�D�W�D�E�D�V�H
�U�L�J�K�W������������
�2�F�H�D�Q�:�L�V�H�����(�V�U�L�����*�(�%�&�2�����*�D�U�P�L�Q�����1�D�W�X�U�D�O�9�X�H
�7�K�L�V���P�D�W�H�U�L�D�O���L�V���I�R�U���F�O�L�H�Q�W���U�H�S�R�U�W���R�Q�O�\���‹���:�H�V�V�H�[���$�U�F�K�D�H�R�O�R�J�\��
�1�R���X�Q�D�X�W�K�R�U�L�V�H�G���U�H�S�U�R�G�X�F�W�L�R�Q��

�� �� �N�P

�6�W�X�G�\���$�U�H�D
�%�X�F�K�D�Q���2�:�)���$�U�U�D�\���$�U�H�D
�(�[�S�R�U�W���&�D�E�O�H���&�R�U�U�L�G�R�U�����(�&�&��
�5�H�F�R�P�P�H�Q�G�H�G���$�(�=

�$�Q�R�P�D�O�L�H�V���R�I���D�U�F�K�D�H�R�O�R�J�L�F�D�O���S�R�W�H�Q�W�L�D�O

�$���������$�Q�W�K�U�R�S�R�J�H�Q�L�F���R�U�L�J�L�Q���R�I
�D�U�F�K�D�H�R�O�R�J�L�F�D�O���L�Q�W�H�U�H�V�W
�$���B�K���±���$�Q�R�P�D�O�\���R�I���O�L�N�H�O�\���D�Q�W�K�U�R�S�R�J�H�Q�L�F
�R�U�L�J�L�Q���E�X�W���R�I���X�Q�N�Q�R�Z�Q���G�D�W�H
�$���B�O���±���$�Q�R�P�D�O�\���R�I���S�R�V�V�L�E�O�H
�D�Q�W�K�U�R�S�R�J�H�Q�L�F���R�U�L�J�L�Q���E�X�W���W�K�H
�L�Q�W�H�U�S�U�H�W�D�W�L�R�Q���L�V���X�Q�F�H�U�W�D�L�Q
�$�����±���+�L�V�W�R�U�L�F���U�H�F�R�U�G���R�I���S�R�V�V�L�E�O�H
�D�U�F�K�D�H�R�O�R�J�L�F�D�O���L�Q�W�H�U�H�V�W���Z�L�W�K���Q�R
�F�R�U�U�H�V�S�R�Q�G�L�Q�J���J�H�R�S�K�\�V�L�F�D�O���D�Q�R�P�D�O�\
�2�����±���2�X�W�V�L�G�H���K�R�U�L�]�R�Q�W�D�O���I�R�R�W�S�U�L�Q�W���R�I
�J�H�R�S�K�\�V�L�F�D�O���V�X�U�Y�H�\���G�D�W�D�V�H�W

�6�H�D�E�H�G���I�H�D�W�X�U�H���E�R�X�Q�G�D�U�L�H�V

�:�U�H�F�N
�6�H�D�E�H�G���G�L�V�W�X�U�E�D�Q�F�H

�/�L�Q�H�D�U���V�H�D�E�H�G���I�H�D�W�X�U�H�V

�'�D�U�N���U�H�I�O�H�F�W�R�U
�/�L�Q�H�D�U���G�H�E�U�L�V
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�)�L�J�X�U�H�����F�����5�H�F�R�P�P�H�Q�G�H�G���$�(�=�V���Z�L�W�K�L�Q���W�K�H���%�X�F�K�D�Q���(�&�&
�D�Q�G���/�D�Q�G�I�D�O�O���$�U�H�D

�&�R�R�U�G�L�Q�D�W�H���V�\�V�W�H�P�����:�*�6�������������8�7�0���=�R�Q�H�������1

�&�R�Q�W�D�L�Q�V���2�U�G�Q�D�Q�F�H���6�X�U�Y�H�\���G�D�W�D���‹���&�U�R�Z�Q���F�R�S�\�U�L�J�K�W���D�Q�G���G�D�W�D�E�D�V�H
�U�L�J�K�W������������
�2�F�H�D�Q�:�L�V�H�����(�V�U�L�����*�(�%�&�2�����*�D�U�P�L�Q�����1�D�W�X�U�D�O�9�X�H
�7�K�L�V���P�D�W�H�U�L�D�O���L�V���I�R�U���F�O�L�H�Q�W���U�H�S�R�U�W���R�Q�O�\���‹���:�H�V�V�H�[���$�U�F�K�D�H�R�O�R�J�\��
�1�R���X�Q�D�X�W�K�R�U�L�V�H�G���U�H�S�U�R�G�X�F�W�L�R�Q��

�� �� �N�P

�6�W�X�G�\���$�U�H�D
�%�X�F�K�D�Q���2�:�)���$�U�U�D�\���$�U�H�D
�(�[�S�R�U�W���&�D�E�O�H���&�R�U�U�L�G�R�U�����(�&�&��
�5�H�F�R�P�P�H�Q�G�H�G���$�(�=

�$�Q�R�P�D�O�L�H�V���R�I���D�U�F�K�D�H�R�O�R�J�L�F�D�O���S�R�W�H�Q�W�L�D�O

�$���������$�Q�W�K�U�R�S�R�J�H�Q�L�F���R�U�L�J�L�Q���R�I
�D�U�F�K�D�H�R�O�R�J�L�F�D�O���L�Q�W�H�U�H�V�W
�$���B�K���±���$�Q�R�P�D�O�\���R�I���O�L�N�H�O�\���D�Q�W�K�U�R�S�R�J�H�Q�L�F
�R�U�L�J�L�Q���E�X�W���R�I���X�Q�N�Q�R�Z�Q���G�D�W�H
�$���B�O���±���$�Q�R�P�D�O�\���R�I���S�R�V�V�L�E�O�H
�D�Q�W�K�U�R�S�R�J�H�Q�L�F���R�U�L�J�L�Q���E�X�W���W�K�H
�L�Q�W�H�U�S�U�H�W�D�W�L�R�Q���L�V���X�Q�F�H�U�W�D�L�Q
�2�����±���2�X�W�V�L�G�H���K�R�U�L�]�R�Q�W�D�O���I�R�R�W�S�U�L�Q�W���R�I
�J�H�R�S�K�\�V�L�F�D�O���V�X�U�Y�H�\���G�D�W�D�V�H�W

�6�H�D�E�H�G���I�H�D�W�X�U�H���E�R�X�Q�G�D�U�L�H�V

�:�U�H�F�N
�'�H�E�U�L�V���I�L�H�O�G

�/�L�Q�H�D�U���V�H�D�E�H�G���I�H�D�W�X�U�H�V

�'�D�U�N���U�H�I�O�H�F�W�R�U

�� ������ �P
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�D�Q�G���/�D�Q�G�I�D�O�O���$�U�H�D

�&�R�R�U�G�L�Q�D�W�H���V�\�V�W�H�P�����:�*�6�������������8�7�0���=�R�Q�H�������1

�&�R�Q�W�D�L�Q�V���2�U�G�Q�D�Q�F�H���6�X�U�Y�H�\���G�D�W�D���‹���&�U�R�Z�Q���F�R�S�\�U�L�J�K�W���D�Q�G���G�D�W�D�E�D�V�H
�U�L�J�K�W������������
�2�F�H�D�Q�:�L�V�H�����(�V�U�L�����*�(�%�&�2�����*�D�U�P�L�Q�����1�D�W�X�U�D�O�9�X�H
�7�K�L�V���P�D�W�H�U�L�D�O���L�V���I�R�U���F�O�L�H�Q�W���U�H�S�R�U�W���R�Q�O�\���‹���:�H�V�V�H�[���$�U�F�K�D�H�R�O�R�J�\��
�1�R���X�Q�D�X�W�K�R�U�L�V�H�G���U�H�S�U�R�G�X�F�W�L�R�Q��

�� �� �N�P

�6�W�X�G�\���$�U�H�D
�%�X�F�K�D�Q���2�:�)���$�U�U�D�\���$�U�H�D
�(�[�S�R�U�W���&�D�E�O�H���&�R�U�U�L�G�R�U�����(�&�&��

�$�Q�R�P�D�O�L�H�V���R�I���D�U�F�K�D�H�R�O�R�J�L�F�D�O���S�R�W�H�Q�W�L�D�O

�$���B�K���±���$�Q�R�P�D�O�\���R�I���O�L�N�H�O�\���D�Q�W�K�U�R�S�R�J�H�Q�L�F
�R�U�L�J�L�Q���E�X�W���R�I���X�Q�N�Q�R�Z�Q���G�D�W�H
�$���B�O���±���$�Q�R�P�D�O�\���R�I���S�R�V�V�L�E�O�H
�D�Q�W�K�U�R�S�R�J�H�Q�L�F���R�U�L�J�L�Q���E�X�W���W�K�H
�L�Q�W�H�U�S�U�H�W�D�W�L�R�Q���L�V���X�Q�F�H�U�W�D�L�Q

�6�H�D�E�H�G���I�H�D�W�X�U�H���E�R�X�Q�G�D�U�L�H�V

�6�H�D�E�H�G���G�L�V�W�X�U�E�D�Q�F�H
�/�L�Q�H�D�U���V�H�D�E�H�G���I�H�D�W�X�U�H�V

�0�D�J�Q�H�W�L�F���W�U�H�Q�G

�%�8�&���&���0�3���1�3�����������G
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�)�L�J�X�U�H�����H�����5�H�F�R�P�P�H�Q�G�H�G���$�(�=�V���Z�L�W�K�L�Q���W�K�H���%�X�F�K�D�Q���(�&�&
�D�Q�G���/�D�Q�G�I�D�O�O���$�U�H�D

�&�R�R�U�G�L�Q�D�W�H���V�\�V�W�H�P�����:�*�6�������������8�7�0���=�R�Q�H�������1

�&�R�Q�W�D�L�Q�V���2�U�G�Q�D�Q�F�H���6�X�U�Y�H�\���G�D�W�D���‹���&�U�R�Z�Q���F�R�S�\�U�L�J�K�W���D�Q�G���G�D�W�D�E�D�V�H
�U�L�J�K�W������������
�2�F�H�D�Q�:�L�V�H�����(�V�U�L�����*�(�%�&�2�����*�D�U�P�L�Q�����1�D�W�X�U�D�O�9�X�H
�7�K�L�V���P�D�W�H�U�L�D�O���L�V���I�R�U���F�O�L�H�Q�W���U�H�S�R�U�W���R�Q�O�\���‹���:�H�V�V�H�[���$�U�F�K�D�H�R�O�R�J�\��
�1�R���X�Q�D�X�W�K�R�U�L�V�H�G���U�H�S�U�R�G�X�F�W�L�R�Q��

�� �� �N�P

�6�W�X�G�\���$�U�H�D
�%�X�F�K�D�Q���2�:�)���$�U�U�D�\���$�U�H�D
�(�[�S�R�U�W���&�D�E�O�H���&�R�U�U�L�G�R�U�����(�&�&��

�$�Q�R�P�D�O�L�H�V���R�I���D�U�F�K�D�H�R�O�R�J�L�F�D�O���S�R�W�H�Q�W�L�D�O

�$���B�K���±���$�Q�R�P�D�O�\���R�I���O�L�N�H�O�\���D�Q�W�K�U�R�S�R�J�H�Q�L�F
�R�U�L�J�L�Q���E�X�W���R�I���X�Q�N�Q�R�Z�Q���G�D�W�H
�$���B�O���±���$�Q�R�P�D�O�\���R�I���S�R�V�V�L�E�O�H
�D�Q�W�K�U�R�S�R�J�H�Q�L�F���R�U�L�J�L�Q���E�X�W���W�K�H
�L�Q�W�H�U�S�U�H�W�D�W�L�R�Q���L�V���X�Q�F�H�U�W�D�L�Q

�%�8�&���&���0�3���1�3�����������H
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�)�L�J�X�U�H�� ���I���� �5�H�F�R�P�P�H�Q�G�H�G���$�(�=�V�� �Z�L�W�K�L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �%�X�F�K�D�Q�� �(�&�&
�D�Q�G���/�D�Q�G�I�D�O�O���$�U�H�D

�&�R�R�U�G�L�Q�D�W�H���V�\�V�W�H�P�����:�*�6�������������8�7�0���=�R�Q�H�������1

�&�R�Q�W�D�L�Q�V���2�U�G�Q�D�Q�F�H���6�X�U�Y�H�\���G�D�W�D���‹���&�U�R�Z�Q���F�R�S�\�U�L�J�K�W���D�Q�G���G�D�W�D�E�D�V�H
�U�L�J�K�W������������
�2�F�H�D�Q�:�L�V�H�����(�V�U�L�����*�(�%�&�2�����*�D�U�P�L�Q�����1�D�W�X�U�D�O�9�X�H
�7�K�L�V���P�D�W�H�U�L�D�O���L�V���I�R�U���F�O�L�H�Q�W���U�H�S�R�U�W���R�Q�O�\���‹���:�H�V�V�H�[���$�U�F�K�D�H�R�O�R�J�\��
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