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THE CONSERVATION (NATURAL HABITAT, &c.) REGULATIONS 1994 (AS AMENDED)
LICENCE TO DISTURB MARINE SPECIES

Public Case Handling Report for Licence Number: EPS/BS-00011427

Site Bowdun Offshore Wind Farm Export Cable Corridor
Thistle Wind Partners Limited

Company
Capital Building12-13 St Andrew Square
Edinburgh
United Kingdom EH2 2AF

Brief Geotechnical Surveys

Description of

Proj ect

Associated

Licences

harbour porpoise (Phocoena phocoena);bottlenose dolphin (Tursiops
Species truncatus); minke whale (Balaenoptera acutorostrata);white sided dolphin
((Lagenorhynchus acutus);white-beaked dolphin (Lagenorhynchus albirostris)

Inshore/Offshore Inshore



TEST 1 Purpose of licence

Imperative reasons of overriding public interest (including those of a
social or economic nature and beneficial consequences of primary
importance for the environment)
Comments
The proposed geotechnical survey activities are essential to obtain site-specific subsurface data required for the
design of the Bowdun Offshore Wind Farm, benefiting the public socioeconomically and contributing towards
national climate change policies. The project will have long-term environmental benefits and will significantly
reduce carbon emissions, aiding the Scottish Government's transition to net zero.

Inlinewith GEN 1 and GEN 5 of Scotland's National Marine Plan, the development supports the sustainable
use of the marine environment and plays arolein the UK's transition to alow carbon economy by delivering
infrastructure for the renewable energy industry. Consideration has also been given to GEN 9 and GEN 13, with
mitigation measures such as the EPS strategy and noise reduction protocols designed to limit impacts on marine
habitats and species. The development supports GEN 11 by creating opportunities for local employment and
reflects GEN 19 through its reliance on robust environmental assessments and engagement with stakeholders.

The purpose of the Geotechnical Surveysisto ascertain the physical properties of the seabed and geology, such

as soil bearing capacity, in order to assist in engineering the design layout of the turbines within the Array Area
and Export Cable Corridor for the Bowdun Offshore Wind Farm. The survey activities are scheduled to be on a

24-hour working basis and vessels are expected to be present throughout the survey period. The total duration of
the activity is anticipated to be 44 days.

The applicant is not undertaking a statutory function.
Test 1 satisfied? YES




TEST 2 Satisfactory alternatives

Comments

The proposed geotechnical survey activities are essential to obtain site-specific subsurface data required for the
design of the Proposed Devel opment. The applicant has outlined that no satisfactory alternatives are available.

Survey Location & Timing - the development is within a defined leasing zone for which the Devel oper was
awarded an option agreement for the Bowdun OWF, located within the E3 leasing zone. The array area requires
an export cable to connect to an onshore substation and therefore, there is no flexibility to move the survey
location as it must be carried out within the option agreement area. The survey period accounts for contingency
time to allow for unforeseen delays, including any potential downtime. As the exact timing and duration of the
surveys are yet to be determined, the risk assessment considers the potential for an offence in all seasons and
where seasonal variation relevant to critical life-history stages are known, the worst-case scenario is assessed.

Equipment - the applicant has confirmed that the only survey equipment for which alicenceis being sought is
USBL which isastandard item of offshore survey equipment that is required to accurately determine the
position of the survey equipment not directly mounted on to the vessel. Positioning in the water is generally
done via acoustic technology. Given that radio frequencies such as GPS cannot penetrate water other than
perhaps a meter or so, there are no other options that are reliable for providing positioning information needed
for the specifications of the project. The applicant believes there are no aternatives to the use of USBL for this
specific purpose.

Public safety - the safe construction of the wind farm relies on having a clear understanding of ground
conditions and to inform design and installation of foundations and subsea cables. Without this knowledge, the
development would not be able to proceed and public safety could be at risk.

Test 2 satisfied? YES
TEST 3 Favour able conser vation status
Comments

NatureScot confirmed there would be no detrimental effect on favourable conservation status of any EPS
species from disturbance under these Regulations, thisis based on the mitigation measures set out by the
Developer in the original Risk Assessment and additional mitigation set out by NatureScot which states "If
bottlenose dolphins are observed within 1 km of survey locations within the 2 km coastal boundary, the
equipment is switched off until the animals leave the area’, subsequently captured in the final version of the
Risk Assessment.

Test 3 satisfied? YES

Date application received: 08/09/2025

Consultation start date: 16/10/2025 Consultation end date: 13/11/2025
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National Marine Plan considerations:
The decision is: In accordance and no further action required

Comments: Theimpact of the proposed survey on Scotland's National Marine Plan has been considered by the
applicant. Specific general policiestaken into consideration include GEN 1, GEN 5, GEN 9, GEN 11, GEN 13
and GEN 19.

Date document generated: 09/12/2025



