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From: Ben Walker 
Marine Directorate - Licensing Operations Team 
Monday 21 July 2025 
 
 
Cabinet Secretary for Climate Action and Energy 
 
APPLICATION FOR A SAFETY ZONE FOR THE CULZEAN FLOATING 
OFFSHORE WIND TURBINE PILOT PROJECT, APPROXIMATELY 222 
KILOMETRES EAST OF ABERDEEN 
 
Priority and Purpose 
 
1. Urgent priority 
 
2. To seek your determination on the application submitted by TotalEnergies E&P 

North Sea UK Ltd (“the Applicant”) on 15 January 2025 for a declaration under 
section 95(2) of the Energy Act 2004 (“the 2004 Act”) that areas specified in the 
application be designated as safety zones for the purpose of securing the safety of 
individuals and vessels in the vicinity of the Culzean Floating Offshore Wind 
Turbine Pilot Project (“the Project”) during the period of its construction, operation, 
maintenance and decommissioning phases.  

 
3. The Marine Directorate’s Licensing Operations Team (“MD-LOT”) is the regulator 

responsible for determining and issuing safety zone applications on behalf of the 
Scottish Ministers in Scottish waters. Further detail on the responsibility of the 
Scottish Ministers in relation to safety zones is found at Annex 1.  

 
Recommendation 
 
4. MD-LOT recommends that you grant a safety zone with a radius of 500 metres 

(“m”) for all stages of the Project.  
 
Context and Issues 
 
5. The Electricity (Offshore Generating Stations) (Safety Zones) (Application 

Procedures and Control of Access) Regulations 2007 (“the 2007 Regulations”) 
provide the procedural steps for the safety zone application process. The 2007 
Regulations are in these circumstances for the applicant of a safety zone to follow, 
whilst a decision to declare a safety zone under section 95(2) of the 2004 Act is a 
separate decision for the Scottish Ministers.  

6. The Project is a single floating offshore wind turbine generator (“WTG”) located 
approximately 222 kilometres (“km”) east of Aberdeen and has a maximum 
generating capacity of 3 megawatts (“MW”). The generating capacity does not 
exceed the permitted capacity of 50 MW, therefore, consent under section 36 of 
the Electricity Act 1989 was not required. The Project received a marine licence 
under section 65 of the Marine and Coastal Access Act 2009 (“the 2009 Act”) to 
construct, alter or improve the marine renewable energy works associated with the 
Project on 15 August 2024. 
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7. The Project was granted a lease option under the Crown Estate Innovation and 
Targeted Oil and Gas (“INTOG”) leasing round and is a Targeted Oil and Gas 
project which will partially power the offshore oil and gas Culzean platform. Further 
background details on INTOG are contained in Annex 1.  

 
8. The application includes an overview of the different stages of the Project and a 

marine traffic assessment including marine traffic data gathered using Automatic 
Identification System (“AIS”) date over a 12 month period, recorded between July 
2022 and June 2023. 

9. In addition to serving and publishing the notice of application in accordance with 
requirements under the 2007 Regulations, the Applicant sought comments from a 
range of interested stakeholders and the responses received have been taken into 
consideration. A full summary of the responses and the key issues raised by 
stakeholders is set out in Annex 2. 

 
10. The Applicant is seeking a safety zone notice declaring the following safety zones: 
 

During all 
Phases1 

A permanent 500 metre (“m”) radius safety zone, measured 
from the outer edge at sea level of the proposed wind 
turbine tower as built at 57o 11’ 29.292’ N, 1o 52’ 35.346’ E, 
throughout the lifetime of the Project, including during 
construction, extension, maintenance, operation and 
decommissioning phases. 

 
Options Considered and Advice 
 
11. A “standard safety zone” is defined in the 2007 Regulations as a radius of 50m 

measuring from the outer edge at sea level of the proposed or existing wind turbine 
tower during ongoing operation. In the case of the proposed or ongoing 
construction, extension, maintenance or decommissioning of a wind turbine a 
safety zone with a radius of 500m is standard. The application is for a single 
permanent 500m safety zone around the single WTG throughout all phases of the 
Project, including during the operation stage. Therefore, the Applicant has applied 
for a non-standard safety zone application. 

 
12. Some stakeholders expressed inital concerns around granting a non-standard 

saftey zone with the radius of 500m during the operation of the WTG. Those 
concerns were addressed and stakholders confirmed that under the specific 
circumstances of this Project they were content with the 500m safety zone, despite 
this being non-standard. The representations made by stakeholders is specific to 
this application and should not be considered a standard position on non-standard 
dimensions of saftey zones. 

 
13. Non-standard safety zone applications are not in line with general Scottish 

Government guidance however, given stakeholder representations and the specific 
circumstances of the Project, MD-LOT consider its reasonable to grant the safety 
zone that has been applied for. Safety zones can be granted not only for the safety 
of a renewable energy installation and vessels and individuals on or in the vicinity 
of the installation, but also in connection with other installations in the vicinity. MD-
LOT is satisfied that the present nature of the Project (single WTG), the Project’s 

 
1 “all Phases” include construction, operations and maintenance, and decommissioning.  
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close proximity to the existing Culzean oil and gas platform and the permanent 
presence of an emergency rescue and recovery vessel (“ERRV”), also tasked with 
vessel monitoring, around the Project justify the granting of a non-standard safety 
zone for all phases of the Project.  

 
14. Officials consider the Project an offshore renewable energy installation; however, 

the Applicant argues that the Project meets the definition2 of a ‘supplementary unit’ 
under the Offshore Installations and Pipeline Works (Management and 
Administration) Regulations 1995 and is therefore subject to the requirements of 
The Offshore Installations (Offshore Safety Directive) (Safety Case etc.) 
Regulations 2015 and Offshore Installations (Prevention of Fire and Explosion, and 
Emergency Response) Regulations 1995. 

 
Assessment of Options 
 
15.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
16.  

 
 
 
 

  
 

17.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 

18.  
 
 
 

  
 
19.  

 
 

 
2 “supplementary unit” means a fixed or floating structure, other than a vessel, for providing energy, 
information or substances to an offshore installation 
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20.  

 
 
 

  
 
Contribution to the Government’s Four Priorities 
 
21. The Project is related to the priorities of building a fair, green and growing economy, 

and tackling the climate emergency. 
 
Risks to Delivery 
 
22. There are no known risks to delivery related to this submission. 
 
Verity House Agreement Implications 
 
23. There are no known implications to the Verity House Agreement.  
 
New Deal for Business Implications  
 
24. There are no known implications to the New Deal for Business. 
 
Legal Considerations 
 
25.  

 
 
 

  
 
Financial Considerations  
 
26. There are no financial considerations related to this submission. 
 
Sensitivities 
 
27.  

 
 
 

 
 
Quality Assurance 
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28. This submission has been approved by Elisabeth Campbell, Deputy Director - 
Marine Directorate.  

 
Conclusion and next Steps 
 
29. MD-LOT is satisfied that it is appropriate to issue a safety zone notice specifying a 

permanent 500m safety zone during the construction, operation, maintenance and 
decommissioning phases of the Project. 

 
30. The implementation of a permanent 500m safety zone in conjunction with other 

mitigation measures (design, procedural and escape, evacuation and rescue plan) 
permits vessels to passage plan effectively in order to pass the Project at a safe 
distance and will minimise the risk to the crew and personal working on the Project. 
The present nature of the Project (single WTG), the Project’s close proximity to the 
existing Culzean oil and gas platform and the permanent presence of an ERRV is 
considered. The Health and Safety Executive (“HSE”) supports the implementation 
of a 500m safety zone to assist in mitigating risks. 

31. Should the Minister choose to approve the Application, MD-LOT will finalise and 
issue the notice of the safety zone attached at Annex 3 to the Applicant on the 
Cabinet Secretary’s behalf. Once granted, MD-LOT will notify you for your 
information. 

 
32. MD-LOT do not consider that announcements should be made regarding this 

decision. 
 
33. In order for the determination process to be fully open and transparent, MD-LOT 

recommends that this submission is published on the Marine Directorate 
Information website, alongside the key documentations related to the Application. 

 
 
Ben Walker 
Marine Directorate – Licensing Operations Team  
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Annex 1  
 
Legislative background and regulatory context 
 
1. Scotland Act 2016 
 
1.1 Section 62 of the Scotland Act 2016 amended the Energy Act 2004 (“the 2004 

Act”) and transferred the responsibility for determination of safety zone 
applications within Scottish waters (or an area of waters in a Scottish part of a 
Renewable Energy Zone) from the Secretary of State to the Scottish Ministers. 

 
2. Energy Act 2004 
 
2.1 The Scottish Ministers have the power to issue a safety zone notice for 

renewable energy installations under section 95 of the 2004 Act. A safety zone 
notice may be issued by the Scottish Ministers following an application or their 
own initiative. Schedule 16 of the 2004 Act makes further provision about the 
procedures for the declaration of safety zones. 

2.2 Section 95(2) states that the Scottish Ministers may issue a notice declaring 
that such areas as are specified or described in the notice are to be safety 
zones, if the Minister considers it is appropriate for the purpose of securing the 
safety of:  

 
“a) the renewable energy installation or its construction, extension or 
decommissioning,  
b) other installations in the vicinity of the installation or the place where it is 
to be constructed or extended,  
c) individuals in or on the installation or other installations in that vicinity, or  
d) vessels in that vicinity or individuals on such vessels.”  

2.3 Section 95(3) provides that the Scottish Ministers may issue a notice for a 
section 95(2) purpose either on an application by any person; or where no such 
application is made, on their own initiative. 

2.4 Section 95(5) states that an area may be declared to be a safety zone only if it 
is an area around or adjacent to a place where a renewable energy installation 
is to be, or is being, constructed, extended, operated or decommissioned; but 
a safety zone may extend to waters outside the waters subject to regulation 
under this section.  

2.5 Section 95(6) sets out the requirements of a notice and optional exclusions or 
conditions:  

 

• “Section 95(6)(a) and (b) require that a section 95(6) notice must identify 
the renewable energy installation and the date it is to come into force or 
how that date will be determined;  

• Section 95(6)(c) states that a section 95(6) notice may provide that the area 
of a safety zone can be varied by reference to factors specified in, or 
determinations made in accordance with the notice; 

• Section 95(6)(d) states that a notice may provide prohibitions on specified 
activities carried on within the safety zone; 

• 95(6)(g) provides that a notice may modify or revoke a previous notice; and, 
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• Section 95(6)(h) provides that a notice may make different provision in 
relation to different cases.” 

 
2.6 Under Section 95(7), where a section 95 notice is issued or a determination is 

made on that notice, the Scottish Ministers must either:  

a) publish the notice or determination in a way that brings it, as soon as is 
reasonably practicable, to the attention of persons likely to be affected by 
it; or 

b) secure that it is published in this way either by the applicant for the notice; 
or in the case of a determination made by a person other than the Scottish 
Ministers, by the applicant for the notice or by the person who made the 
determination. 

2.7 Section 96 covers prohibited activities in safety zones. Section 96(4) allows 
provision for the permissions to apply in relation only to certain specified or 
described times; and for the permissions to apply only to specified or described 
persons, vessels, and such purposes as may be specified and described in that 
provision.  

2.8 Paragraph 5 of Schedule 16 to the 2004 Act lists the actions that the Scottish 
Ministers must undertake where they propose to issue a safety zone notice in 
terms that are materially different from those applied for.  

2.9 The Scottish Ministers must publish notice of the proposal and allow those 
affected by it to raise any objections within a timeframe that is not shorter than 
the minimum notice period on the original safety zone application. Where an 
objection is sent to the Scottish Ministers, they must consider such objection 
and determine whether a public inquiry is necessary. 

 
3. Electricity (Offshore Generating Stations) (Safety Zones) (Application 

Procedures and Control of Access) Regulations 2007 

3.1 The application process for applicants to the Secretary of State (interpreted as 
to the Scottish Ministers following the transfer of powers) is set out in Part 2 of 
the Electricity (Offshore Generating Stations) (Safety Zones) (Application 
Procedures and Control of Access) Regulations 2007 (“the 2007 Regulations”).  

3.2 Regulation 3 sets out the information required in support of a safety zone 
application. 

3.3 Regulations 4 and 5 set out the requirement for an applicant to publish a notice 
of application and where such notice must be served.  

 
3.4 Regulation 4(1) requires the Public Notice to be published for two successive 

weeks in one or more local newspapers, in Lloyd’s List and in one or more 
national newspapers, the Edinburgh Gazette and in one or more appropriate 
fishing trade journals. Regulation 4(2) requires a copy of the notice to be sent 
to the harbour master of relevant ports, the responsible sector office of the 
Maritime and Coastguard Agency and the local office of the Marine and 
Fisheries Agency. 

3.5 Regulation 5 requires that the notice of application must be served within 21 
days of the earliest date of publication of the notice upon the Maritime and 
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Coastguard Agency, the Scottish Ministers and the owner (or operator, if a 
different person), of the relevant renewable energy installation where that 
person is not the applicant.  

3.6 Regulation 6 establishes a minimum period of 28 days from the date of 
publication or service of the notice for receiving objections. If an objection is 
sent to a person other than the Scottish Ministers, the recipient of the objection 
must send a copy of the objection to the Scottish Ministers within 14 days.  

 
3.7 Regulation 7 makes provisions for the publication of notice of a public inquiry if 

a public inquiry is to be held under Schedule 16 of the 2004 Act. 
 
4. Applying for safety zones around offshore renewable energy installation 

guidance 
 
4.1 It is advised that an application for a safety zone should be completed in 

accordance with the following Department of Energy and Climate Change 
(“DECC”) Guidance, ‘Applying for safety zones around offshore renewable 
energy installations’ (November 2011) (“DECC 2011 Guidance”). 

 
5. Innovation and Targeted Oil and Gas Decarbonisation (“INTOG”) 
 
5.1 INTOG is a Crown Estate Scotland leasing round, with the TOG elements 

directly aimed at reducing emissions from oil and gas production and to boost 
further innovation, through small scale innovative projects and projects 
connected directly to oil and gas infrastructure to provide electricity.  

 
5.2 INTOG forms an element of Scotland’s response to the UK Government’s North 

Sea Transition Deal, whereby the oil and gas sector and government will work 
together over the long-term to deliver the skills, innovation and new 
infrastructure required to decarbonise North Sea oil and gas production. The 
Deal has introduced targets to reduce Greenhouse gas emissions from 
upstream oil and gas activities through Supply Decarbonisation, against a 2018 
baseline, by 10% in 2025, 25% in 2027 and 50% in 2030, while reducing carbon 
emissions to zero by 2050. 

 
5.3 The decarbonisation of offshore oil and gas assets was a key element in the 

design of the INTOG process and the TOG offshore wind projects will need to 
be made operational at pace to maximise the reduction of carbon emissions 
from oil and gas platforms, given their limited remaining shelf life. 

 
5.4 The Sectoral Marine Plan (“SMP”) for Offshore Wind Energy, adopted by the 

Scottish Government in 2020, provides a strategic framework to guide the 
sustainable development of offshore wind projects in Scottish waters. The SMP 
is currently undergoing an Iterative Plan Review to build upon the original plan 
and ensure that future developments appropriately balance the needs of 
communities, the natural environment, and other marine users. Following the 
publication of an Initial Plan Framework for INTOG, the Scottish Government 
will incorporate INTOG into an updated SMP to underpin the delivery of projects 
to decarbonise oil and gas installations. Draft assessments for the updated plan 
are open for public consultation until 22 August 2025, aiming to identify key 
constraints and opportunities for offshore wind deployment. 

https://itportal.beis.gov.uk/EIP/pages/files/file40651.pdf
https://itportal.beis.gov.uk/EIP/pages/files/file40651.pdf
https://itportal.beis.gov.uk/EIP/pages/files/file40651.pdf
https://itportal.beis.gov.uk/EIP/pages/files/file40651.pdf
https://itportal.beis.gov.uk/EIP/pages/files/file40651.pdf


 
 

10 
 

5.5 Although the Scottish Ministers have not yet adopted an updated SMP, the 
Project will contribute to reducing greenhouse emissions by decarbonising the 
Culzean oil and gas platform by powering the platform with green electricity 
from the Project and is therefore in line with the planning assumptions contained 
in the Initial Plan Framework for INTOG. 
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Annex 2 
 
1 Background and Stakeholder Engagement  

 
1.1 On 22 August 2024, the Scottish Ministers granted in favour of TotalEnergies 

E&P North Sea UK Ltd (Company Number 03682299) (“the Applicant”), a 
marine licence under part 4 of the Marine and Coastal Access Act 2009 for the 
construction and operation of the Culzean Floating Offshore Wind Turbine Pilot 
Project (“the Project”) approximately 222km east of Aberdeen. 
 

1.2 A range of representations about the safety zone application were submitted by 
consultees. Whilst there was a general acceptance that the safety zone 
dimension and application set out in the application were reasonable measures 
to secure the safety of mariners and those people working on the Wind Turbine 
Generator (“WTG”) a number of consultees raised issues about aspects of the 
proposed safety zones. All issued were addressed and resolved by the 
Applicant in subsequent meetings. A summary of the representations of 
individual consultees and the Applicant’s response to the points raised is set 
out below. 
 

1.3 The Cruising Association (“CA”) objected to the 500m safety zone being 
maintained through the operational phase of the Project. The CA requested 
further evidence be provided by the Applicant on the reasoning behind the 
application for a wider non-standard safety zone.  
 

1.4 The Applicant responded to the CA with a meeting held on 24 March 2025.  
 

1.5 The CA submitted a revised response to the Application. The CA acknowledged 
the clarification provided by the Applicant on the position of the Health and 
Safety Executive (“HSE”) and its requirement that the Project be classified as a 
part of the oil and gas platform. The CA removed its objection to the 500m 
safety zone during the operational phase of the Project. The CA confirmed it 
has no objection to the 500m safety zone during construction, maintenance and 
decommissioning phases of the Project.  
 

1.6 The Marine and Coastguard Agency (“MCA”) acknowledged that a non-
standard safety zone of 500 metres (“m”) for the duration of construction, 
operation and maintenance and decommissioning had been sought. The MCA 
highlighted the close proximity of the WTG to the Culzean oil and gas platform 
and noted that the safety zone will be permanently monitored by Emergency 
Response Rescue Vessel (“ERRV”). The MCA concluded that it is content with 
the safety zone proposals. 

 
1.7 The Northern Lighthouse Board (“NLB”) stated that it objected to a 

permanent 500m safety zone around the Project. The NLB acknowledged the 
additional mitigations to navigational risk within the Application and noted that 
it would have no objections to a temporary 500m safety zone for construction, 
maintenance and decommissioning for the Project.  

 
1.8 The Applicant responded to the NLB in a meeting on 28 February 2025.  

 

https://marine.gov.scot/?q=node/25961
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1.9 The NLB provided an updated response to the Application. The NLB noted its 
position that it does not classify the WTG as a supplementary oil and gas 
platform, however acknowledged the requirements of the HSE that the WTG be 
classified as such. MD-LOT note that it does not consider the WTG to be 
supplementary to the oil and gas platform. 
 

1.10 The NLB confirmed that it removed its objection to the 500m safety zone for the 
operations and maintenance phase of the Project. The NLB acknowledged that 
the safety zone will be monitored by ERRV. The NLB confirmed that its position 
of support on the 500m safety zone during the construction, maintenance and 
decommissioning phases remained unchanged.  
 

1.11 The Royal Yachting Association (Scotland) (“RYA Scotland”) were content 
with the proposals for a 500m safety zone during the construction, maintenance 
and decommissioning phases, however, objected to the 500m safety zone 
being maintained through the operational phase. RYA Scotland requested 
clarification around how the wider non-standard safety zone would add to 
safety.  
 

1.12 The Applicant responded to RYA Scotland in a meeting on 28 February 2025.  
 

1.13 RYA Scotland provided an updated response to the Application removing its 
objection to the 500m safety zone during the operational phase. RYA Scotland 
acknowledged the reasoning the Applicant had provided, that the WTG was 
considered to be a supplementary oil and gas platform by the HSE. 
 

1.14 MD-LOT highlight that it does not view the WTG to be a supplementary unit to 
the oil and gas platform.  
 

1.15  RYA Scotland confirmed that its position supporting the 500m safety zone 
during construction, maintenance and decommissioning remained unchanged.  
 

1.16 The Scottish Fishermen’s Federation offered no substantive comments on the 
Application. 
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Marine Directorate – Licensing Operations Team, Scottish 

Government, 375 Victoria Road, Aberdeen, AB11 9DB 

www.gov.scot/collections/marine-licensing-and-consent/ 
  

 

ANNEX 3 

Notice of Safety Zone 
 
Date 
 
Dear XXXX,  
 
 
ENERGY ACT 2004: OFFSHORE WIND ELECTRICITY GENERATING STATION 
 
SAFETY ZONE APPLICATION – CULZEAN FLOATING OFFSHORE WIND TUBRINE 
PILOT PROJECT, APPROXIMATELY 222 KILOMETRES EAST OF ABERDEEN 
 
 
1. The Application 
 
1.1. I am directed by the Scottish Ministers to refer to the Safety Zone application and 

supporting documentation (“the Application”) submitted on 29 January 2025 by 
TotalEnergies E&P North Sea UK Limited (Company Number 03682299) (“the 
Applicant”) to the Scottish Ministers for a notice (“a safety zone notice”) be issued by 
the Scottish Ministers under section 95(2) of the Energy Act 2004 (as amended) (“the 
2004 Act”), declaring that the areas specified in the Application be safety zones for the 
purpose of securing the safety of the Culzean Floating Offshore Wind Turbine Pilot 
Project (“the Project”) and individuals and vessels in its vicinity during the periods of 
construction, operation, maintenance and decommissioning. 

 
1.2. The Applicant requested a safety zone notice declaration in the following terms:  
 

During all 
Phases3 

A permanent 500 metre (“m”) radius safety zone, measured from 
the outer edge at sea level of the proposed wind turbine tower as 
built at 57o 11’ 29.292’ N, 1o 52’ 35.346’ E, throughout the lifetime 
of the Project, including during construction, extension, 
maintenance, operation and decommissioning phases.  

 
1.3. The application proposed that a single 500m safety zone would be implemented on a 

permanent basis throughout all phases of the Project: covering the construction, 
operation and maintenance, and during decommissioning phases.  
 

1.4. A notice of application (the “Public Notice”) was published and served by the Applicant 
in accordance with the requirements of the 2004 Act and regulations 4 and 5 of the 
The Electricity (Offshore Generating Stations) (Safety Zones) (Application Procedures 
and Control of Access) Regulations 2007 (“the 2007 Regulations”).  

 
2. Representations 
 
2.1. The Scottish Ministers note that a range of representations concerning the safety 

zones were requested by the Applicant. There was a general acceptance that safety 

 
3 “all Phases” include construction, operations and maintenance, and decommissioning.  
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zones of the dimensions and applications set out in the application were reasonable 
measures to secure the safety of mariners and those people working on the wind 
turbines, including their substructures. The representations to the Application are set 
out in Annex 1. 
 

2.2. The Maritime and Coastguard Agency (“MCA”), Scottish Fishermen’s Federation 
(“SFF”), Royal Yachting Association (“RYA”), the Cruising Association (“CA”) and 
Northern Lighthouse Board (“NLB”) made representations about the application, which 
are summarised below. 
 

2.3. The key points raised by consultees are set out below: 
 

• The Application is for a non-standard safety zone of 500m throughout all phases of 
the project, including the operational phase where a safety zone of a 50m radius is 
normally standard; and, 

• The stakeholders are content with this application. 
 

2.4. No objections were raised to the granting of the safety zone as applied for.  
 
3. Considerations of the Scottish Ministers 

 
3.1. Following receipt of an application for a safety zone, the Scottish Ministers have 

several options. Under paragraph 5(1)(b) of Schedule 16 to the 2004 Act, the Scottish 
Ministers may, without the holding of a public inquiry, issue a safety zone notice in 
terms that are materially different from those applied for. Under section 95(2) of the 
2004 Act, the Scottish Ministers may issue a notice declaring that such areas as 
specified or described in the notice are to be safety zones.  

 
3.2. Such power shall be exercisable by the Scottish Ministers on an application made to 

them for the purpose by any person. 
 
3.3. On consideration of the application and the representations received from consultees, 

MD-LOT opted to issue a notice in line the application submitted on 29 January 2025.  
 
4. The decision of the Scottish Ministers 
 
4.1. In line with the points set out in section 2 above, the Scottish Ministers: 
 

• have considered representations and are satisfied that the application submitted 
by the Applicant is satisfactory; 

 

• note “standard safety zone,” as defined in regulation 2 of the 2007 Regulations, 
means a safety zone with a radius of 50m measuring from the outer edge at sea 
level of the proposed or existing wind turbine tower during a proposed or ongoing 
operation; In relation to the proposed or ongoing construction, extension, 
maintenance or decommissioning of a wind turbine a standard safety zone means 
a safety zone with a radius of 500m.  

 

• note that the Applicant has applied for a single permanent 500m safety zone 
around the single WTG throughout all phases of the Project;  
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• note that the Project will be marked and lit in accordance with relevant 
requirements as detailed in the approved Lighting and Marking Plan; 

 

• note that, as indicated in the application, the Applicant has confirmed that there 
will be an emergency rescue and recovery vessel (“ERRV”) permanently located 
around the Project. The ERRV’s role includes vessel monitoring, the area will be 
monitored as part of the ERRV’s day-to-day role. 

 

• note that the Applicant will issue regular notices to mariners and has also indicated 
it will promulgate relevant information about construction operations and safety 
zones through Kingfisher bulletins and notice to mariners (such information should 
also be sent to appropriate contacts within the Scottish Government and Marine 
Directorate to keep them informed of progress). The Applicant will also have 
contact, as required, with fishing stakeholders through its Fisheries Liaison Officer. 
Further monitoring of the safety zone and notice of such will be communicated 
through Very High Frequency to passing traffic by the ERRV. Once constructed, 
the Project will be marked and charted as required by the Scottish Ministers; 

 

• note that vessels engaged in the construction of the turbine, in the first instance, 
warn any unauthorised vessels that look as if they might be on a trajectory which 
would take them into a safety zone to alter their course; 

 

• note that within the 500 metre safety zone area, the vessels permitted to enter and 
remain in the zone are vessels involved in activities related to all phases of the 
Project; 

 

• do not consider the Project to be a supplementary unit for the Culzean oil and gas 
platform but rather as an offshore renewable energy installation. However, the 
Scottish Ministers acknowledge the case set out by the Applicant in that the Project 
meets the definition4 of a ‘supplementary unit’ under the Offshore Installations and 
Pipeline Works (Management and Administration) Regulations 1995 and is 
therefore subject to the requirements of The Offshore Installations (Offshore Safety 
Directive) (Safety Case etc.) Regulations 2015 and Offshore Installations 
(Prevention of Fire and Explosion, and Emergency Response) Regulations 1995.  

 

• having considered the representations and all other material considerations, do 
not consider it appropriate for a public inquiry to be held with respect to the 
application or the safety zone proposed by the Scottish Ministers. 

 
4.2. In light of the matters set out above, when considering the nature of the Project and its 

close proximity to the existing Culzean oil and gas platform, the Scottish Ministers 
consider that the declaration of safety zones of the type requested during all phases 
of the Project is necessary for the purpose of securing the safety of the single WTG 
comprising the Project and individuals working thereon because they will help to 
reduce the inherent navigational risk of interference or collision by vessels during the 
Project’s lifetime. The declaration is set out in section 5 below.  

 
4 “supplementary unit” means a fixed or floating structure, other than a vessel, for providing energy, information 
or substances to an offshore installation 
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5. The Issuing of the Notice declaring a safety zone 
 
5.1. On 15 August 2024 the Scottish Ministers granted in favour of TotalEnergies E&P North 

Sea UK Limited (Company Number 03682299) (“the Applicant”), a marine licence under 
section 65 of the Marine and Coastal Access Act 2009 (“the 2009 Act”) to construct, 
alter or improve the marine renewable energy works associated with the Project 
approximately 222 kilometres (“km”) east of Aberdeen.  
 

5.2. For the purposes of this notice, the Project comprises one, three-bladed horizontal axis 
WTG and one associated export cable for which a marine licence was granted by the 
Scottish Ministers under section 65 of the 2009 Act on 15 August 2024.  

 
5.3. In light of the matters set out above, the Scottish Ministers consider that the declaration 

of safety zones of the type requested are appropriate. 
 

5.4. The Scottish Ministers hereby issue this notice declaring safety zones in the following 
terms: 

 

During all 
Phases5 

A permanent 500 metre (“m”) radius safety zone, measured from 
the outer edge at sea level of the proposed wind turbine tower as 
built at 57o 11’ 29.292’ N, 1o 52’ 35.346’ E, throughout the lifetime 
of the Project, including during construction, extension, 
maintenance, operation and decommissioning phases. 

 
5.5. This notice comes into force on the date of this letter. 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Ben Walker 
Marine Directorate - Licensing Operations Team 
  

 
5 “all Phases” include construction, operations and maintenance, and decommissioning.  



T: +44 (0)300 244 5046 
E: md.marinerenewables@gov.scot 
 
 

Marine Directorate – Licensing Operations Team, Scottish 

Government, 375 Victoria Road, Aberdeen, AB11 9DB 

www.gov.scot/collections/marine-licensing-and-consent/ 
  

 

Annex 1 Representations to the original application for a safety zone 
 

 
Please refer to separate document provided alongside the Notice of Safety Notice. 




