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Plan Overview 
Purpose and Objectives of the Plan 

This Offshore Transmission Infrastructure Environmental Management Plan (OfTI EMP) has been prepared 
to address the specific requirements of the relevant conditions attached to the Marine Licence issued to 
Neart na Gaoithe Offshore Wind Limited (NnGOWL). 

The overall objective of the OfTI EMP is to provide the overarching framework for environmental 
management during the construction and operation and maintenance of the Neart na Gaoithe Offshore Wind 
Farm and Offshore Transmission Works (OfTW) (collectively referred to as the Project). In line with the 
divestment of the offshore transmission infrastructure (OfTI), this plan has been updated to detail the 
measures that will be put in place to safeguard environmental interests during operation and maintenance 
(O&M) of the OfTI. 

The OfTI EMP is designed to provide practical guidance to those involved in the construction and operation 
of the OfTI, including NnGOWL personnel, Contractors and NnGOWL’s Environmental Clerk of Works (ECoW), 
on the series of measures to mitigate or manage environmental impacts based on commitments made by 
NnGOWL and the requirements of the Offshore Consent conditions.  

All NnGOWL personnel and Contractors involved in the Project must comply, as a minimum, with this OfTI 
EMP until such time as the divestment of the OfTI assets to the Offshore Transmission Owner (OfTO). Upon 
transfer of ownership, the OfTO will be responsible for updating and implementing the relevant elements of 
this OfTI EMP. 

A separate OMP has been prepared for the Wind Farm assets, namely the wind turbines, wind turbine jacket 
foundations, inter-array cables and interconnector cable.  

 

 

Scope of the Plan 

In line with the requirements of the consents conditions, and in line with industry standards and good 
practice, the OfTI EMP covers the following: 

• The roles and responsibilities of key Project personnel with respect to environmental management; 

• Mechanisms for reporting to the Scottish Ministers/Licensing Authority and stakeholders on 
environmental issues and compliance with the OfTI EMP. 

• Mitigation measures to prevent adverse impacts to environmental interests with reference to 
relevant measures detailed in the wider OfTI Consent Plans; 

• Chemical usage measures; 

• Measures to prevent the introduction of marine non-native invasive species; 

• Procedures for dealing with dropped objects; 

• Procedures for dealing with Unexploded Ordnance (UXO); 

• Pollution prevention and continency measures; and 

• Waste management measures. 
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Structure of the Plan 

Sections 1 and 2 set out the scope and objectives of the OfTI EMP, details the process for making updates 
and amendments to this document and sets out broad statements of compliance. 

Section 3 details the wind farm layout, key constraints and key design parameters associated with the wind 
farm and inter-array cables.  

Section 4 sets out the overarching EDF Power Solutions UK and Ireland (referred to as EDF throughout the 
remainder of this document) environmental policy objectives and the roles and responsibilities of NnGOWL 
personnel and the contractors engaged on the Project.  The lines of communication and chains of command 
along with reporting requirements are also described.  

Section 5 presents a series of measures to mitigate or manage environmental impacts based on commitments 
made by NnGOWL and the requirements of the Marine Licence conditions.  Specific measures are set out to 
manage issues identified within the Marine Licence conditions, including marine pollution, chemical usage, 
invasive non-native species, waste, and dropped objects. 

The accompanying Annexes present a compliance register and a Marine Pollution Contingency Plan, which 
are intended to support the application of measures set out in the OfTI EMP. 

 

Plan Audience 

The OfTI EMP is intended to be referred to by personnel involved in the construction and the O&M of the 
OfTI, including NnGOWL personnel and Contractors.  All method statements and environmental 
management documents produced in relation to the OfTI must comply with this OfTI EMP. 

Compliance with this OfTI EMP will be monitored by the NNGOWL consents team, NnGOWL’s ECoW, and the 
Marine Directorate Licensing Operations Team (MD-LOT). This document will be accessible by the NnG 
Control Centre and any relevant contractors as required.  
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1 Introduction 

1.1 Background 

1. The Project is being developed by Neart na Gaoithe Offshore Wind Limited (NnGOWL), which is owned 
by EDF Power Solutions UK and Ireland (referred to as EDF throughout the remainder of this document). 

2. NnGOWL are responsible in undertaking the operation and maintenance, and any residual construction 
activities, of the OfTI assets up to the point of transfer of the assets to an Offshore Transmission Owner 
(OfTO), thereafter the OfTO will be responsible for the above for the offshore transmission infrastructure 
(OfTI). 

3. The OfTI consent is the Transmission Works Marine Licence, originally MS-00008954 on the 12 October 
2020 and most recently on the 26 May 2022 by issue of MS-00009831. 

4. A separate EMP has been prepared for the Wind Farm assets, namely the inter-array cables, wind 
turbines, wind turbine jacket foundations and interconnector cable.  

 

1.2 Objectives of the Plan 

5. The Marine Licence contains a variety of conditions that must be discharged through approval by the 
Scottish Ministers prior to the commencement of any offshore construction works.  One such 
requirement is the approval of an Environmental Management Plan (OfTI EMP), the purpose of which is 
to provide the over-arching framework for on-site environmental management during construction and 
operation of the Development (but excluding decommissioning).  The relevant conditions setting out the 
requirement for an OfTI EMP for approval, and which are to be discharged by this OfTI EMP, are 
presented in full in Table 1-1.    

6. In line with the requirements of the Marine Licence, this document presents the environmental 
management procedures that will be implemented during Construction and Operation and Maintenance 
(O&M) activities associated with the OfTI. 

7. In addition to the specific consent requirements for an OfTI EMP and the requirements thereof (as set 
out in Table 1-1), this OfTI EMP also includes information in respect of a number of other consents 
conditions which are linked to the matter of environmental management; these are set out in Table 1-2. 
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2 NnGOWL Statements of Compliance 

2.1 Introduction 

11. The following section is intended to re-affirm the NnGOWL commitment to ensuring that the Project is 
designed and constructed in such a manner as to meet the relevant legislative requirements set out by 
the Offshore Consents. 

2.2 Statements of Compliance 

12. NnGOWL in undertaking the construction of the Project will ensure compliance with this OfTI EMP as 
approved by the Scottish Ministers (and as updated or amended from time to time as required); 

13. NnGOWL in undertaking the construction of the Project will ensure compliance with other, relevant 
Consent Plans as approved by the Scottish Ministers including, as set out in Section 1.3 above; 

14. NnGOWL in undertaking the construction of the Project will ensure compliance with the environmental 
mitigation and management set out in the EIA Report and the Addendum of Additional Information 
(Addendum) (see Section 5.1 and Annex 1 - NnGOWL Application Commitments Register) except in so far 
as amended by the terms of the Offshore Consents; 

15. NnGOWL will ensure that the environmental management measures outlined within this OfTI EMP are 
updated as required as a result of, for example, changes to the proposed construction methodology, new 
environmental sensitivities identified by monitoring or resulting from emerging guidance or new 
legislative requirements; 

16. NnGOWL will ensure compliance with overarching NnGOWL company Health Safety and Environmental 
(HSE) systems and standards, the relevant HSE legislation and such other relevant legislation and 
guidance designed to ensure the safety of construction personnel and other third parties (see Section 
4.1 and 4.2 of this OfTI EMP); 

17. NnGOWL will make compliance with the approved OfTI EMP (and all other relevant, approved Consent 
Plans) a requirement for the Contractors through conditions of contract and will monitor compliance 
through appropriate processes (see also Section 4.7 of this OfTI EMP); and 

18. NnGOWL will, in undertaking the construction of the Project, ensure compliance with all relevant 
legislation and that all necessary licences and permissions are obtained by the Contractors, through 
conditions of contract and by an appropriate auditing process.  
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3 Project Overview 
19. The Wind Farm Area is located to the northeast of the Firth of Forth, 15.5 km directly east of Fife Ness 

on the east coast of Scotland (see Figure 3-1). The Wind Farm Area covers approximately 105 km2.  
Offshore Export Cables will be located within the 300 m wide Offshore Export Cable Corridor, running in 
an approximately southwest direction from the Wind Farm Area, making landfall at Thorntonloch beach 
to the south of Torness Power Station in East Lothian. Figure 3-1 shows the Wind Farm Area and Offshore 
Export Cable Corridor. 

20. The OfTI, namely the two Offshore Substations Platforms (OSPs) and export cables, will be divested 
to the Offshore Transmission Operator (OfTO). NnGOWL will remain responsible for the O&M of the 
OfTI until such time as the transfer to the OfTO. Upon transfer of ownership, the OfTO will be 
responsible for updating and implementing the relevant elements of this OfTI EMP. 

21. The Generating Station is comprised of: 

• 54 wind turbines generating a maximum generating output of around 450 Megawatts (MW); 

• 54 jacket substructures installed on pre-piled foundations, to support the wind turbines; 

• A network of inter-array subsea cables, buried and/or mechanically protected, to connect strings 

of turbines together and to connect the turbines to the OSPs;  

• One interconnector cable connecting the OSPs to each other; 

22. The components that make up the OfTI, and covered by this EMP, consist of the following: 

• Two alternating current (AC) substation platforms, referred to as Offshore Substation Platforms 

(OSPs), to collect the generated electricity for transmission to shore; 

• Two jacket substructures installed on piled foundations, to support the OSPs; anD 

23. Two buried and mechanically protected subsea export cables to transmit the electricity from the OSPs to 
the landfall at Thorntonloch and connecting to the onshore buried export cables for transmission to the 
onshore substation and connection to the National Grid network. Offshore construction commenced in 
August 2020 and is scheduled to take approximately six years to complete. Details of the construction 
programme are provided in the Construction Programme (CoP). 
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Figure 3-1: Wind Farm Area and Offshore Export Cable Corridor locations 
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4.2 Environmental Policy and Objectives 

29. In line with over-arching company policy NnGOWL is committed to minimising environmental impact.  
This means staying within permitted limits for operations, using best available techniques to reduce 
environmental risk, and prioritising efforts to make the most difference in reducing the company’s 
contribution to climate change, and to protect a cleaner, healthier and more resilient environment that 
benefits society and the economy. 

30. NnGOWL’s goal is to demonstrate real progress towards reducing carbon emissions, waste, water use 
and impact on biodiversity. The company will also implement circular economy principles into the way it 
works, reducing waste and avoiding pollution and achieving greater resource value and productivity. 

4.3 OfTI EMP Roles, Responsibilities and Chain of Command  - Construction Phase 

31. This section sets out the roles and responsibilities of all relevant Project personnel during the 
construction phase, in relation to the delivery of this OfTI EMP. 

32. The consents require the appointment of certain specialist environmental roles to oversee the 
construction of the Development, including an ECoW, Company Fisheries Liaison Officer (CFLO) and 
Archaeological Consultant.   

33. All Project personnel have a responsibility to comply with the requirements of the OfTI EMP, however 
the key roles relevant to the delivery and implementation of the OfTI EMP are: 

• NnGOWL Project Director; 

• NnGOWL HSE Manager; 

• NnGOWL Construction Manager; 

• NnGOWL Package Managers; 

• NnGOWL Development Manager; 

• NnGOWL Offshore Consents Manager; 

• NnGOWL’s ECoW; 

• NnGOWL’s CFLO; 

• NnGOWL’s Archaeological Consultant; and, 

• Contractor(s). 

34. These roles are further described in the sections below.  Figure 4-1 shows the linkages between the 
different roles and teams with respect to delivery of the OfTI EMP, and visually depicts the chain of 
command.   
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Figure 4-1: NnGOWL Organogram and lines of communication relevant to this OfTI EMP 
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Figure 4-2: NnGOWL Organogram and lines of communication relevant to this OfTI EMP 
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44. NnGOWL will ensure that a dedicated section is included within wider Project induction material(s) to 
cover environment and consents issues, including but not limited to: 

• Identification of specific environmental risks associated with the work to be undertaken on site 
by the inductee; 

• Identification of specific environmental risks which relate to specific areas of the Project site; 

• Any site, time or task specific mitigation that is required in order to comply with commitments 
made in the Application or subsequent Consent Plans; 

• Roles and Responsibilities and contact details; and 

• Environmental Incident and Emergency Response Procedures. 

45. All NnGOWL construction personnel and Contractors will receive a Project induction.     

46.  ‘Tool Box Talks’ (TBT’s) will be incorporated into daily / weekly briefings as required and will provide 
specific information to personnel involved in certain activities.  These talks will highlight environmental 
risks and confirm control measures to implement and mitigate the likelihood of the work impacting upon 
the environment.  

47. Subjects of relevance to the offshore works for inclusion within toolbox talks may comprise, but are not 
limited to: 

• AEZs and the necessary mitigation measures to be followed; 

• Dealing with oil and chemical spills (see Annex 2 – Construction Phase Marine Pollution 
Contingency Plan); 

• Minimising waste and waste management; 

• General good environmental actions and ‘house-keeping’; and 

• Environmental Incident Reporting. 

48. Records of training such as TBT’s delivered to NnGOWL personnel and Contractors will be maintained 
and filed andwill include the content of the training delivered, record of attendance and schedule of 
review. 

4.6 OfTI EMP Communications and Reporting 

4.6.1 Internal Communications 

49. There are a range of opportunities for the exchange and sharing of HSE information across the Project, 
including: 

• Project and company inductions;  

• NnGOWL Project meetings – HSE is a fixed agenda item; 

• Site Meetings – HSE is a fixed agenda item; 

• Monthly Contractor meetings – HSE is a fixed agenda item; 

• NnGOWL HSE meetings – NnGOWL holds regular HSE-specific meetings with staff to ensure that 
people are able to raise concerns and get feedback on ongoing matters; 

• Daily HSE Safety Messages issued to all members of the Project team and displayed in the Project 
office, to be discussed in any internal and external meetings held that day; 
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Licence.  The relevant conditions and reporting requirements are set out in Table 4-21 below.  Reports 
will be submitted to MD-LOT by the NnGOWL consents team. 
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4.9 OfTI EMP Document Management (Operational Phase) 

68. The approved OfTI EMP will be a controlled document and will be formally issued to Contractors via 
NnGOWL’s document management system.  

69. Until such time as the OfTI assets are transferred to the OfTO, a current copy of the OfTI EMP will be held 
at the following locations: 

• NnG Control Room, Operational Control Centre Eyemouth; 

• NNG Control Room, Operational Control Centre France; 

• At the premises of the main Contractors acting on behalf of NnGOWL; 

• With NnGOWL’s Offshore Environment Manager. 

70. NnGOWL and thereafter the OfTO will ensure that MD-LOT are provided with the most up to date copy 
of the OfTI EMP. 

71. A register of document versions and issue dates will be maintained by NnGOWL and subsequently by the 
OfTO. 
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5 Environmental Management and Mitigation Measures 
72. The requirement to construct and operate the Project in accordance with the environmental 

management and mitigation measures identified in the Application arises from specific requirements in 
the consents related to this OfTI EMP, with the relevant condition set out in Table 1-2, requiring that the 
OfTI EMP: 

‘must be in accordance with the Application insofar as it relates to environmental management 
measures.’ 

And, 

Address… mitigation measures to prevent significant adverse impacts to environmental interests, as 
identified in the Application and pre-consent and pre-construction surveys, and include the relevant 
parts of the CMS;’ 

73. The following sections set out in this OfTI EMP (and the other referenced Consent Plans) are in 
accordance with the commitments made in the EIA Report and the Addendum.  In addition, this section 
incorporates any other commitments relevant to environmental management and mitigation arising 
from the consents. 

5.1 EIA Report Compliance Register 

74. A Compliance Register for the Project has been developed that identifies the environmental 
management, mitigation (and also monitoring) measures set out in the NnGOWL Application including 
the EIA Report and Addendum, and the Project Consents, and any other commitments made by NnGOWL 
to environmental management and mitigation.  An excerpt of the compliance register detailing the 
environmental management measures and mitigation commitments detailed within the EIA Report and 
Addendum are set out under Annex 1 - NnGOWL Application Commitments Register. 

75. The Register addresses the environmental management and mitigation measures relevant to both the 
construction and operational phases of the Project, but also for each stage of construction as defined by 
the CMS, in relation to each environmental receptor as per the EIA Report and Addendum.   

5.2 Minimise Risk of Vessel Disturbance 

76. In addition to the vessel management procedures set out in OfTI NSVMP that shall be complied with 
throughout construction and operation of the Project vessel masters will be required to ensure that 
disturbance to marine wildlife is minimised as far as practicable.  Where appropriate, and safe to do so, 
vessel masters will adhere to the following principles, in accordance with the Scottish Marine Wildlife 
Watching Code (SMWWC): 

• Consider adhering to existing shipping lanes or indicative transit routes in passage planning in 
accordance with the OfTI NSVMP; 

• Avoid sudden changes in speed or direction in transit to and from the Wind Farm Area or Offshore 
Export Cable Corridor as far as possible and unless required for health and safety reasons or other 
emergency purposes; 

• Keep a good look forward (this particularly applies to smaller vessels); 

• Do not intentionally pursue marine mammals or birds; and, 

• Do not instigate contact with marine mammals or birds. 
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• A requirement to ensure, where appropriate, that ballast water management meets the 
ballast water performance standards as detailed in the BWM Convention;   

• A requirement, where possible, and if required, for Ballast Water Exchange to take place at 
least 50 nm from the nearest land and in 200 m water depth; and 

• Other methods of ballast water management may also be accepted as alternatives to the 
Ballast Water Exchange standard and Ballast Water Performance standard, provided that 
such methods ensure at least the same level of protection to the environment, human 
health, property or resources, and are approved in principle by IMO's Marine Environment 
Protection Committee (MEPC). 

87. In addition, NnGOWL until such time as the transfer of OfTI to the OfTO,  will require that Contractors 
comply, where appropriate, with the recommendations of Resolution MEPC.207(62) 2011 guidelines for 
the control and management of ship’s biofouling to minimize the transfer of invasive aquatic species 
including, for example, the implementation of a Biofouling Management Plan outlining the biofouling 
management measures to be undertaken on vessels. 

5.5 Seabed Deposits and Notification of Dropped Objects 

88. The requirement to record, notify and potentially recover objects lost or accidentally deposited on the 
seabed during construction and operation works arises from specific requirements in the consents; the 
relevant consents conditions are set out in Table 5-3 below (the specific elements of the consents 
conditions addressed by the procedures described in this section are highlighted in bold).   

89. The TAR template required under Wind Farm Marine Licence and OfTW Marine Licence Condition 3.2.3.1 
was provided to MD-LOT for approval in advance of commencement of construction.  Reporting 
requirements related to the TAR are set out in Table 5-3. 

90. Notification of dropped objects during the construction or operational phase will be completed using 
MD-LOT’s Offshore Wind & Marine Renewables Dropped Object Proforma.  The process to be followed 
in the event of any construction or operational staff becoming aware that any object has been 
accidentally (or by need of Force Majeure) dropped or otherwise deposited is set out below in Table 5-3. 

91. A copy of the dropped object procedure (Table 5-3) and the Dropped Object Notification Proforma will 
be available on all construction and operational vessels. Relevant staff will be inducted on the dropped 
object procedures. 

92. Note that separate provisions apply for the accidental loss of pollutants; these procedures are set out in 
the MPCP (Annex 2 – Construction Phase Marine Pollution Contingency Plan and Annex – 3 Operational 
Phase Marine Pollution Contingency Plan) and must be referred to in place of the following (see also 
Section 5.7 of this OfTI EMP). 
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• UK Marine Policy Statement 2011; and  

• Zero Waste Scotland 20144.  

5.8.2 Types of Waste 

104. The potential waste streams generated by the construction and operation of the Project can be 
subdivided into three categories:  

• Inert; 

• General (non-hazardous); and 

• Hazardous. 

105. Non-hazardous wastes are accepted at SEPA regulated non-hazardous or inert licenced landfill sites 
whilst hazardous wastes are accepted at hazardous licenced landfill sites within Scotland. Technical 
guidance on the interpretation of the WFD definition and classification of hazardous waste versus non-
hazardous waste is provided by the Joint Agency technical guidance (WM2): Hazardous Waste (2013) and 
draft guidance, in preparation, (WM3) Draft Waste Classification (2015).  

106. Any unidentified wastes must be treated as hazardous and stored separately from other wastes 
pending identification and classification. Packaging and containers associated with hazardous materials 
shall themselves be treated as hazardous waste until such time as they have been satisfactorily cleaned. 

107. In the case of construction and operational vessels, the following list provides an example of 
hazardous waste typically generated by a construction vessel: 

• Waste Paint and Paint thinners; 

• Waste oil; 

• Oiled waste, including oil filters, oily rags, etc. 

• Contaminated oil; 

• Spent Batteries; 

• Waste Anti-freeze; 

• Used light bulbs/tubes; and 

• All hazardous waste packaging. 

5.8.3 Waste management process 

108. Construction and O&M waste generated from the Project will be managed according to the principles 
of the waste hierarchy (Figure 5-1). The waste hierarchy ranks waste management options according to 
what is best for the environment, giving priority to waste prevention. When waste has been generated, 
priority is given to preparing it for re-use, then recycling, then recovery, and last of all disposal (for 
example, landfill). 

109. The waste hierarchy is a key element of sustainable waste management and is a legal requirement 
of the revised EU WFD and is central to the Waste (Scotland) Regulations 2012. 

 

 

4 Scottish Government (2010) Scotland’s Zero Waste Plan. https://www2.gov.scot/Resource/0045/00458945.pdf 
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Figure 5-1  Waste Hierarchy (Source: Scottish Government, 2009) 

 

110. NnGOWL will require that all Contractors for the construction and operation (until such time as the 
OfTO transfer) of the Project shall: 

• Produce, for NnGOWL approval, waste management procedures for their activities providing 
details of expected waste arisings and proposed procedures for waste management;  

• Meet all relevant legislative requirements and obtain whatever additional licences are necessary 
in relation to waste management; 

• Handle waste materials and refuse so that it causes the least possible damage and disturbance; 

• Require that all waste is placed in suitable labelled containers; and 

• Require that all relevant waste is brought back to shore and disposed of in accordance with the 
waste management framework. 
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Annexes 

Annex 1 - NnGOWL Application Commitments Register 
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Annex 2 – Construction Phase Marine Pollution Contingency Plan 
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Annex 3 – Operational Phase Marine Pollution Contingency Plan 

 




