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T: +44 (0)300 244 5046 

(Please note, this line is not 
active during COVID-19)
E: 

ms.marinelicensing@gov.scot 



Conservation (Natural Habitats, &c.) Regulations 1994 (as amended) 

Application for a licence to disturb or injure marine European protected species 
(EPS) for one of the following purposes 

 For preserving public health or public safety

 For an imperative reason of overriding public interest (including those of a social or economic
nature and beneficial consequences of primary importance for the environment)

 For preventing the spread of disease

 For preventing serious damage to livestock, foodstuffs for livestock, crops,vegetables, fruit,
growing timber or any other form of property, or to fisheries.

Please use this application form if you wish to undertake works/activities that would affect European 
protected species in the Scottish inshore marine area (0 – 12nm). 

IMPORTANT: Before completing this form, please read these notes carefully 

Applicants are advised to read these notes in conjunction with The Protection of Marine European Protected 
Species from injury and disturbance:Guidance for Scottish Inshore Waters. If further clarification is needed 

please contact Marine Scotland Licensing Operations Team (MS-LOT) via email:
ms.marinelicensing@gov.scot 
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Please complete all relevant sections of the form. 

Please ensure that you answer questions fully in order to avoid delays. 

The completed application should be sent to Marine Scotland Licensing Operations Team (MS-LOT) at the 
address below or emailed to ms.marinelicensing@gov.scot. 

We will not process unsigned application forms. 

Please ensure that you provide appropriate information to support your application. Applicants can 
provide this supporting information in the form of an EPS Risk Assessment. Guidance can be found in The 
Protection of Marine European Protected Species from injury and disturbance:Guidance for Scottish Inshore 
Waters. Please contact MS-LOT if you wish to discuss the level of supporting documentation required for your 
application. Failure to provide sufficient supporting information may delay the consultation and licensing 
process. 

MS-LOT will aim to determine whether a licence should be issued within 6 to 8 weeks of acceptance of a 
completed application. However, please note that for large scale or complex projects, the determination 
period may be longer. 

If you experience any problems filling in this form, please contact MS-LOT. 

Please use this application form if you wish to undertake works/activities that would affect European protected 
species in the Scottish marine area (0 – 12nm). 

Please note that European protected species are also protected in the offshore marine environment (between 
12 and 200 nautical miles). Species in this area are protected under The Conservation of Offshore Marine 
Habitats and Species Regulations 2017. 

Do not use this form if your application relates to scientific, research, conservation or educational 
purposes. Please contact NatureScot (NatureScot Licensing, Great Glen House, Leachkin Road, Inverness 
IV3 8NW, Telephone 01463 725000, email licensing@nature.scot or visit their website) for a licence 
application for these purposes. NatureScot also issues licences for the purposes of marking animals or 
plants in relation to conservation or introducing them to particular areas for conserving  natural 
habitats,  and  for  protecting  zoological or botanical collections. 

Before a licence can be granted, it is essential that other relevant licences or consents have been 
secured for the proposed activity (eg Marine licence). 

It is the responsibility of the applicant to obtain any other consents or authorisations that 
may be required. 

Part A 
Section 1 Personal details 

Please provide details of the individual, company or partnership you wish to be named on the licence. The 

licensee is responsible for ensuring compliance with the licence and its conditions. Under the Conservation 

(Natural Habitats) Regulations 1994 (as amended) it is an offence to fail to comply with the terms and 

conditions of a licence. 

Section 2 Previous applications 

Please provide details of any previous relevant licences. 
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9. Noise Monitoring

Please indicate if any of the following noise generating activities will be taking place during the 
operations: 

Use of explosives 
Piling 
Use of Acoustic Deterrent Devices 
Survey equipment operating in the range 10 Hz – 10kHz 

If you have ticked any of the above boxes please complete a Proposed Activity form in the Marine 
Noise Registry at: https://mnr.jncc.gov.uk/. 

Please note the form must only be completed once for each activity. If you have already completed 
a form for this activity (eg through the marine licensing process) please give details. 

EPS licence applications will not be accepted until this form has been completed and 
submitted  

Have you remembered to enclose Supporting Information with your application, as described in the 
accompanying guidance? Please check 

Completed Application form 

Completed Annex 

Map / Chart 

Correct co-ordinates 

Additional information / EPS risk assessment 

✔

The Marine Noise registry is for impulse noise. As the equipment used is non impulsive this is 
not a r i t  thl  th  f  h   l t  

           

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔











Annex E 

Only to be completed if you intend to operate ADDs at marine fish farm sites in Scotland 

Please complete a copy of this annex for each individual site included on your application 

Please complete all questions 

Site name and ID (FS number) 

Device Type 1 

Device Details 

Device name (and version if relevant) 

Number of devices proposed 

Source level of device (rms and SPLpeak) 

Typical frequency content 
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North Moine (FS/0356), Shuna Castle (FS/0465), Kames Bay East (FS/0462), Kames Bay 
West (FS/0271), Ardifuir (FS/1062), Pooltiel West (FS/1310)

Ace Aquatec RT1 (a low frequnecy variant of its ASR (acoustic startle response technoogy) 
systems, designed to reduce impact on non target species, and maximise the effectiveness of 
the sounds through sensitisation. 

Four x RT1s.

SPL levels will be kept within the thresholds for each of the sites, i.e., >175 <181 SPL(dB) rms 
dB re 1uPa

0.8 - 1.2 kHz (RT1)



Please give details of the proposed duty cycle (or available settings) including the system duty 
cycle 

Duration of use of device (e.g. hours per 24 hour period) 

Time of use (e.g particular time of day or time of year) 

If multiple devices of this type are to be used, please give details of numbers to be deployed and 
locations in relation to the site. 
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Operates intermittently in randomly timed 2.8 s bursts with an average duty cycle of <5%

Device is remotely operated from a portal. It will be operated for two week periods whever seal 
mortalities appear; or during historical periods of hihg seal activity. 

Particularly during the night, and especially from early autumn to spring.

No more than 1 device will be deployed at any one site. Devices are set to never play 
overlapping sounds. 



Management of ADD Use 

Please give details of the cues/triggers and the decision process to activate ADDs.  These cues / 
triggers should be specific and measurable and should relate to predation events by seals rather 
than presence of seals in the area. 

Give details of how ADD use is to be reviewed 
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At this stage, the ADDs will be activated when seal predation is detected in the area by divers 
in the cage, and will be returned to standby after a period of two weeks with no seal activity. 

Regular internal meetings occur weekly where seal mortality and mitigation measures are 
discussed. Data for the the opeational history of the systems is collected on the Ace Aquatec 
portal and is made available to managers for assessment. Access to the ace Aquatec portal 
allows easy tracking and remote operation for site managers, rather than any requirement to 
be present on site to adjust the systems.  



Give details of criteria for deactivation or removal of ADDs (including if they appear to be 
ineffective) 

Give details of ADD deployment plans and any relevant planning conditions relating to ADD use 

Device type 2 

Device details 

Device name (and version if relevant) 
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The Ace Aquatec ASR (acoustic startle response) systems have been developed with Scottish 
SMART funding support to avoid impact on non target species while maximising the effect on 
predatory seals. This technology utilises extremely short bursts of sounds, with long periods of 
silence, in order to elicit a startle response in the predatory seal. 

Ace Aquatec US3

 



Number of devices proposed 

Source level of device (rms and SPLpeak) 

Typical frequency content 

How is the device triggered (please state if the device operates constantly or if there is no triggering 
method) 

Please give details of the proposed duty cycle (or available settings) including the system duty 
cycle 

Duration of use of device (e.g. hours per 24 hour period) 
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1x US3

SPL levels will be kept within the thresholds for each of the sites, i.e., >175 <181 rms dB re 
1uPa

US3 8-11khz

Operates intermittently in random 2.6 s bursts with an average duty cycle of less than 5% 
(manually configurable). 

Less than 5%.

As noted above, it is predicted that the US3 will rarely be on and will only be used as a last 
resort when RT1s are ineffective. In the past, it has rarely been used, and was only deployed 
at the Loch Craignish site when there was evidence that the seals were not being deterred by 
the RT1s and the salmon welfare was being compromised.



Time of use (e.g particular time of day or time of year) 

If multiple devices of this type are to be used, please give details of numbers to be deployed and 
locations in relation to the site. 

Management of ADD Use 

Please give details of the cues/triggers and the decision process to activate ADDs.  These cues / 
triggers should be specific and measurable and should relate to predation events by seals rather 
than presence of seals in the area. 
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Only in the rare event that the RT1s are not deterring the seals effectively.

Only one device per site will be deployed.  Systems may be one of four RT1s or a single US3.

If seal mortality is detected in the cage, or if seals are seen circling the pens, then the 
deterrents may be activated. 

If a breach of the net occurs due to seal attacks, then the deterrents may be activated. 

If the historical trends show increases, then particularly overnight, the systems may be 
activated. 



Give details of how ADD use is to be reviewed 

Give details of criteria for deactivation or removal of ADDs (including if they appear to be 
ineffective) 
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Should the mortalities not drop at least 50% from historical levels, then the system will not be 
deployed. Should mortality levels rise over time, then Ace Aquatec will be contacted to adjust 
the tones available. Should this not reduce the mortality figures then the systems will be 
switched off.

In the unlikely event where a seal has become trapped in the cage with the fish, the system 
will be turned off. 

In the event that divers are in the water inspecting nets or conducting other undwater 
inspections, the systems will be turned off. 

The systems are monitored remotely by site managers, and by the senior managment team, 
as well as by Ace Aquatec. The mortality figures on the site are monitored weekly by senior 
staff, and decisions on the system’s intervention will be taken by the site manager. Reporting 
of system use will be available through Ace Aquatec’s portal to both senior management and 
regulators. 



Give details of ADD deployment plans and any relevant planning conditions relating to ADD use 

Device type 3 

Device Details 

Device name (and version if relevant) 

Number of devices proposed 

Source level of device (rms and SPLpeak) 
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One Ace Aquatec system will be deployed on a site at any one time. The system will be set to 
avoid overlap with the timings of other Ace Aquatec systems. The systems will all be 
connected to the internet with records around operational periods recorded within the Ace 
Aquatec portal. 



Typical frequency content 

How is the device triggered (please state if the device operates constantly or if there is no triggering 
method) 

Please give details of the proposed duty cycle (or available settings) including the system duty 
cycle 

Duration of use of device (e.g. hours per 24 hour period) 

Time of use (e.g particular time of day or time of year) 
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If multiple devices of this type are to be used, please give details of numbers to be deployed and 
locations in relation to the site. 

Management of ADD Use 

Please give details of the cues/triggers and the decision process to activate ADDs.  These cues / 
triggers should be specific and measurable and should relate to predation events by seals rather 
than presence of seals in the area. 
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Give details of how ADD use is to be reviewed 

Give details of criteria for deactivation or removal of ADDs (including if they appear to be 
ineffective) 

Give details of ADD deployment plans and any relevant planning conditions relating to ADD use 

Please use additional sheets for further device types 
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