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THE CONSERVATION (NATURAL HABITATS, &C.) REGULATIONS 1994 

LICENCE TO DISTURB MARINE SPECIES 

Licence Number: EPS/BS-00011281 

This licence is granted under regulation 44(2)(e) of the Conservation (Natural Habitats, &c.) 

Regulations 1994 by the Scottish Ministers who, after consultation with, and having been advised as 

to the circumstances in which they should grant such licences by NatureScot are satisfied as 

regards the purpose for which the licence is granted, namely, for Imperative reasons of overriding 

public interest (including those of a social or economic nature and beneficial consequences of 

primary importance for the environment); and that (a) there is no other satisfactory alternative and 

{b) that the action authorised will not be detrimental to the maintenance of the population of the 

species concerned at a favourable conservation status in their natural range; and unless revoked 

by the Scottish Ministers is valid from 30 June, 2025 to 31 August, 2025 and authorises: 

[Redacted]
Inch Cape Offshore Limited 

New Clarendon 
114-116 George Street
Edinburgh
EH2 4LH

Or any person authorised in writing by him / her to disturb the European protected species of 

harbour porpoise (Phocoena phocoena); bottlenose dolphin (Tursiops truncatus); minke whale 

(Balaenoptera acutorostrata); Risso's dolphin (Grampus griseus); white sided dolphin 

(Lagenorhynchus acutus); short beaked common dolphin (Delphinus de/phis); killer whale 

(Orcinus orca); white-beaked dolphin (Lagenorhynchus albirostris); humpback whale (Megaptera 

novaeang/iae); fin whale (Balaenoptera physa/us); long-finned pilot whale (G/obicephala me/as); sei 

whale (Balaenoptera borealis) at Inch Cape Offshore Windfarm Development Area and Export 

Cable Corridor, as detailed in the application for a licence to disturb European Protected Species 

and supporting documents but only subject to the under-noted conditions: 

PURPOSE AND CIRCUMSTANCES IN WHICH ACTION IS REQUIRED 

This licence is granted for the purpose of permitting the disturbance of harbour porpoise 

(Phocoena phocoena); bottlenose dolphin (Tursiops truncatus); minke whale (Balaenoptera 

acutorostrata); Risso's dolphin (Grampus griseus); white sided dolphin (Lagenorhynchus acutus); 

short beaked common dolphin (Delphinus de/phis); killer whale (Orcinus orca); white-beaked 

dolphin (Lagenorhynchus albirostris); humpback whale (Megaptera novaeang/iae); fin whale 

(Balaenoptera physa/us); long-finned pilot whale (G/obicephala me/as); sei whale (Balaenoptera 

borealis) at Inch Cape Offshore Windfarm Development Area and Export Cable Corridor, for 

imperative reasons of overriding public interest (including those of a social or economic nature 
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10. The Licensee must, no later than one month after the expiry date of this licence, submit to MD­
LOT, a written report detailing all actions taken in accordance with the specified terms and
conditions of the licence. This report must detail the procedures, visual observations and
include the original Marine Mammal Recording Form(s). Any difficulties encountered, or
recommendations should also be noted.

11. The Licensee must, no later than 12 weeks after completion of the noisy activity, complete a
'close-out' noise registry form. This is available from the JNCC website
https://mnr.jncc.gov.uk/.

12. The Licensee must consult further with NatureScot should UXO clearance be required in the

coastal portion of the Export Cable Corridor, from Cockenzie to North Berwick.

13. The Licensee must ensure all licensed activities are carried out in strict accordance with the

method statement and mitigation outlined in the Marine Mammal Mitigation Plan (IFS document
reference: 1355320, ICOL document reference: IC02-INT-EC-OFL-012-INC-PLA-001), dated
03 June 2025.

14. The Licensee must ensure that ADDs are not used for more than 60 minutes in duration.

15. The Licensee must ensure that where any UXO encountered exceeds 354 kilograms net

explosive quantity, this is left in situ with no clearance to take place until an appropriate protocol
for disposal has been approved, in writing, by the Licensing Authority in consultation with

NatureScot and any other advisors as required.

Authorised on behalf of Scottish Ministers 

By a member of staff of the Scottish Government 

Signed: 
[Redacted] 

Marine Directorate - Licensing Operations 

Team 

375 Victoria Road 
Aberdeen 
AB11 9D8 

Marine Laboratory, 375 Victoria Road, 

Aberdeen AB11 9D8 

www.scotland.gov.uk/marinescotland 




