Our Ref:
Your Ref:

APP/2011/2815

Ask for:
Redacted
Direct Dial: Redacted
Email:
Redacted

Redacted
Redacted

Marine Renewables Licensing Operations Team
Marine Scotland – Marine Planning and Policy Division
375 Victoria Road
Aberdeen
AB11 9DB

7 May 2019

Dear Madam
THE ELECTRICITY ACT 1989 (AS AMENDED)
THE ELECTRICITY GENERATING STATIONS (APPLICATIONS FOR
VARIATION OF CONSENT) (SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2013 (AS
AMENDED)
THE MARINE (SCOTLAND) ACT 2010
Proposal: APPLICATION TO VARY CONDITION 1 OF CONSENT UNDER
SECTION 36C OF THE ELECTRICITY ACT 1989 (AS AMENDED) TO
EXTEND THE OPERATIONAL LIFE OF THE WINDFARM FROM 22
YEARS TO 25 YEARS.
Address: ABERDEEN BAY OFFSHORE WINDFARM
Thank you for your consultation on the above proposal, received on 16 April
2019.
The proposal concerns the amendment of the existing Section 36 Consent
for the European Offshore Wind Deployment Centre, specifically the
rewording of Condition 1 to extend the operational life of the windfarm from
22 to 25 years to align with the design life of the wind farm assets.
Having reviewed the information submitted with the consultation, it is noted
that there are no time sensitive surveys that would be impacted by a longer
life-span and that all relevant mitigation measures would be adhered to
throughout the duration of the S36. As such, the proposed amendment is
considered to be appropriate in order to maximise the capacity for the wind
farm.

Redacted

The variation application documentation is attached to this email and can also be downloaded from:
http://marine.gov.scot/ml/section‐36‐consent‐variation‐european‐offshore‐wind‐deployment‐center‐aberdeen‐bay
If you wish to submit any representations in response to the consultation regarding the above application please
ensure they are submitted to the Scottish Ministers, in writing, to no later than 21 May 2019 and should be sent either
by email using the email address: MS.MarineRenewables@gov.scot.
Or to the appointed person:
Redacted

Marine Renewables Licensing Operations Team
Marine Scotland – Marine Planning and Policy Division
Scottish Government | Marine Laboratory, PO Box 101 | 375, Victoria Road | Aberdeen AB11 9DB
If you have not responded by this date, the Marine Scotland Licensing Operations Team (“MS‐LOT”) will assume a ‘nil
return’.
If consent is granted for the variation application, the Scottish Ministers will consider exercising their discretion to
vary the marine licence granted in respect of the European Offshore Wind Deployment Centre. The variation would
revise the marine licence to reflect the changes proposed by the section 36 consent variation application. The
Scottish Ministers would consider the variation of the marines licences in terms of section 30(3)(d) of the Marine
(Scotland) Act 2010, to ensure that the marine licences and consent granted under section 36 of the Electricity Act
1989 (as amended) are consistent. Any representations in relation to the potential marine licence variations should
be submitted to MS‐LOT in the same manner as described above relative to representations in respect of the section
36 consent variation application and within the same timeframe.
MS‐LOT will make your representations publicly available. Personal information (such as names, signatures, home and
email addresses) will be redacted before the representations are made public. If you have any queries or concerns
about how your personal data will be handled, please visit the MS‐LOT website or contact MS‐LOT at
MS.MarineRenewables@gov.scot. Alternatively, please write to: Marine Scotland Licensing Operations Team, Marine
Laboratory, 375 Victoria Road, Aberdeen AB11 9DB.
If you require a hard copy of the variation application documentation, please contact Redacted

Redacted

If you have any queries please do not hesitate to contact MS‐LOT.
Yours faithfully,
Redacted
Redacted

Marine Scotland Licensing Operations Team
Marine Planning & Policy | marinescotland
Scottish Government | Marine Laboratory | 375 Victoria Road | Aberdeen | AB11 9DB

Redacted
ted
Website: http://www.gov.scot/marinescotland

**********************************************************************
This e‐mail (and any files or other attachments transmitted with it) is intended solely for the attention of the
addressee(s). Unauthorised use, disclosure, storage, copying or distribution of any part of this e‐mail is not
permitted. If you are not the intended recipient please destroy the email, remove any copies from your system and
inform the sender immediately by return.
Communications with the Scottish Government may be monitored or recorded in order to secure the effective
operation of the system and for other lawful purposes. The views or opinions contained within this e‐mail may not
necessarily reflect those of the Scottish Government.
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If you wish to submit any representations in response to the consultation regarding the above application please
ensure they are submitted to the Scottish Ministers, in writing, to no later than 21 May 2019 and should be sent either
by email using the email address: MS.MarineRenewables@gov.scot.
Or to the appointed person:
Redacted

Marine Renewables Licensing Operations Team
Marine Scotland – Marine Planning and Policy Division
Scottish Government | Marine Laboratory, PO Box 101 | 375, Victoria Road | Aberdeen AB11 9DB
If you have not responded by this date, the Marine Scotland Licensing Operations Team (“MS‐LOT”) will assume a ‘nil
return’.
If consent is granted for the variation application, the Scottish Ministers will consider exercising their discretion to
vary the marine licence granted in respect of the European Offshore Wind Deployment Centre. The variation would
revise the marine licence to reflect the changes proposed by the section 36 consent variation application. The
Scottish Ministers would consider the variation of the marines licences in terms of section 30(3)(d) of the Marine
(Scotland) Act 2010, to ensure that the marine licences and consent granted under section 36 of the Electricity Act
1989 (as amended) are consistent. Any representations in relation to the potential marine licence variations should
be submitted to MS‐LOT in the same manner as described above relative to representations in respect of the section
36 consent variation application and within the same timeframe.
MS‐LOT will make your representations publicly available. Personal information (such as names, signatures, home and
email addresses) will be redacted before the representations are made public. If you have any queries or concerns
about how your personal data will be handled, please visit the MS‐LOT website or contact MS‐LOT at
MS.MarineRenewables@gov.scot. Alternatively, please write to: Marine Scotland Licensing Operations Team, Marine
Laboratory, 375 Victoria Road, Aberdeen AB11 9DB.
If you require a hard copy of the variation application documentation, please contact Redacted

If you have any queries please do not hesitate to contact MS‐LOT.
Yours sincerely,
Redacted
Redacted

Marine Planning & Policy | marinescotland
Scottish Government | Marine Laboratory | 375 Victoria Road | Aberdeen | AB11 9DB
Direct Line: Redacted
Email: nikoleta.papanastasouli@gov.scot
Website: http://www.gov.scot/marinescotland

**********************************************************************
This e‐mail (and any files or other attachments transmitted with it) is intended solely for the attention of
the addressee(s). Unauthorised use, disclosure, storage, copying or distribution of any part of this e‐mail is
not permitted. If you are not the intended recipient please destroy the email, remove any copies from
your system and inform the sender immediately by return.
Communications with the Scottish Government may be monitored or recorded in order to secure the
effective operation of the system and for other lawful purposes. The views or opinions contained within
this e‐mail may not necessarily reflect those of the Scottish Government.
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By email to:
MS.MarineRenewables@gov.scot
Marine Scotland (Marine Renewables)
Marine Laboratory
375 Victoria Road
Aberdeen
AB11 9DB

Longmore House
Salisbury Place
Edinburgh
EH9 1SH
Enquiry Line: 0131-668-8716
HMConsultations@hes.scot
Our case ID: 300023042
Your ref: 018/OW/AOWFL – 9
16 May 2019

Dear Sir/Madam
The Electricity Act 1989 (As Amended)
The Electricity Generating Stations (Applications for Variation of Consent) (Scotland)
Regulations 2013 (As Amended)
The Marine (Scotland) Act 2010
Application to Vary Consent under Section 36C of The Electricity Act 1989 (As Amended)
for Aberdeen Bay Offshore Windfarm Limited
Thank you for your consultation which we received on 16 April 2019. We have
considered it and its accompanying documents in our role as a consultee under the terms
of the above regulations and for our historic environment remit. Our remit is world
heritage sites, scheduled monuments and their setting, category A-listed buildings and
their setting, and gardens and designed landscapes (GDLs) and battlefields in their
respective inventories.
You should also seek advice from the Aberdeenshire Council’s archaeology and
conservation advisors for matters including unscheduled archaeology and category B
and C-listed buildings.
Our Advice
We understand that the Aberdeen Bay Offshore Windfarm Limited (“the Applicant”)
submitted an application to the Scottish Ministers, in accordance with the above
legislation, for a variation to the existing section 36 consent for the European Offshore
Wind Deployment Centre. The variation request is to extend the s.36 consent for the
operational life of the wind farm from 22 to 25 years, which we note will not change any
of the inputs to the environmental assessments presented Environmental Statement, the
Supplementary Environmental Information Statement submitted in 2012 and the
associated assessments.

Historic Environment Scotland – Longmore House, Salisbury Place, Edinburgh, EH9 1SH
Scottish Charity No. SC045925
VAT No. GB 221 8680 15

We have considered the submitted documentation and consider that the proposed
variation would not have any significant historic environment impacts in relation to sites
within our remit. Therefore, we do not wish to object to the proposed application.
Our comments should be treated as a material consideration, and this advice should be
taken into account in your decision making. Our view is that the proposals do not raise
historic environment issues of national significance and therefore we do not object. Our
decision not to object should not be taken as our support for the proposals. This
application should be determined in accordance with national and local policy on
development affecting the historic environment, together with related policy guidance.
Further Information
This response applies to the application currently proposed. An amended scheme may
require another consultation with us.
Guidance about national policy can be found in our ‘Managing Change in the Historic
Environment’ series available online at www.historicenvironment.scot/advice-andsupport/planning-and-guidance/legislation-and-guidance/managing-change-in-thehistoric-environment-guidance-notes/. Technical advice is available through our
Technical Conservation website at www.engineshed.org.
Please contact us if you have any questions about this response. The officer managing
this case is Redacted
who can be contacted by phone on Redacted
or
by email onRedacted
Yours faithfully

Historic Environment Scotland

Historic Environment Scotland – Longmore House, Salisbury Place, Edinburgh, EH9 1SH
Scottish Charity No. SC045925
VAT No. GB 221 8680 15

Redacte
d

APPLICATION TO VARY CONSENT UNDER SECTION 36C OF THE ELECTRICITY ACT 1989 (AS AMENDED) FOR
ABERDEEN BAY OFFSHORE WINDFARM LIMITED
On 11 April 2019, Aberdeen Bay Offshore Windfarm Limited (Company Number: No. SC278869) (“the Applicant”)
submitted an application to the Scottish Ministers, in accordance with the above legislation, for a variation to the
existing section 36 consent (“s.36 consent”) for the European Offshore Wind Deployment Centre. The variation
request is to extend the s.36 consent for the operational life of the wind farm from 22 to 25 years, which will not
change any of the inputs to the environmental assessments presented Environmental Statement, the Supplementary
Environmental Information Statement submitted in 2012 and the associated Appropriate Assessment.
The variation application documentation is attached to this email and can also be downloaded from:
http://marine.gov.scot/ml/section‐36‐consent‐variation‐european‐offshore‐wind‐deployment‐center‐aberdeen‐bay
If you wish to submit any representations in response to the consultation regarding the above application please
ensure they are submitted to the Scottish Ministers in writing, no later than 21 May 2019 and should be sent either
by email using the email address: MS.MarineRenewables@gov.scot.
Or to the appointed person:
Redacted

Marine Renewables Licensing Operations Team
Marine Scotland – Marine Planning and Policy Division
Scottish Government | Marine Laboratory, PO Box 101 | 375, Victoria Road | Aberdeen AB11 9DB
If you have not responded by this date, the Marine Scotland Licensing Operations Team (“MS‐LOT”) will assume a ‘nil
return’.
If consent is granted for the variation application, the Scottish Ministers will consider exercising their discretion to
vary the marine licence granted in respect of the European Offshore Wind Deployment Centre. The variation would
revise the marine licence to reflect the changes proposed by the section 36 consent variation application. The
Scottish Ministers would consider the variation of the marines licences in terms of section 30(3)(d) of the Marine
(Scotland) Act 2010, to ensure that the marine licences and consent granted under section 36 of the Electricity Act
1989 (as amended) are consistent. Any representations in relation to the potential marine licence variations should
be submitted to MS‐LOT in the same manner as described above relative to representations in respect of the section
36 consent variation application and within the same timeframe.
MS‐LOT will make your representations publicly available. Personal information (such as names, signatures, home and
email addresses) will be redacted before the representations are made public. If you have any queries or concerns
about how your personal data will be handled, please visit the MS‐LOT website or contact MS‐LOT at
MS.MarineRenewables@gov.scot. Alternatively, please write to: Marine Scotland Licensing Operations Team, Marine
Laboratory, 375 Victoria Road, Aberdeen AB11 9DB.
If you require a hard copy of the variation application documentation, please contact Redacted

If you have any queries please do not hesitate to contact MS‐LOT.
Yours faithfully,
Redacted

Marine Renewables Casework Officer | Marine Scotland Licensing Operations Team
Marine Planning & Policy | marinescotland
Scottish Government | Marine Laboratory | 375 Victoria Road | Aberdeen | AB11 9DB
Direct Line: Redacted
Email: nikoleta.papanastasouli@gov.scot
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Website: http://www.gov.scot/marinescotland

**********************************************************************
This e‐mail (and any files or other attachments transmitted with it) is intended solely for the attention of the
addressee(s). Unauthorised use, disclosure, storage, copying or distribution of any part of this e‐mail is not
permitted. If you are not the intended recipient please destroy the email, remove any copies from your system and
inform the sender immediately by return.
Communications with the Scottish Government may be monitored or recorded in order to secure the effective
operation of the system and for other lawful purposes. The views or opinions contained within this e‐mail may not
necessarily reflect those of the Scottish Government.
Tha am post‐d seo (agus faidhle neo ceanglan còmhla ris) dhan neach neo luchd‐ainmichte a‐mhàin. Chan eil e
ceadaichte a chleachdadh ann an dòigh sam bith, a’ toirt a‐steach còraichean, foillseachadh neo sgaoileadh, gun
chead. Ma ’s e is gun d’fhuair sibh seo gun fhiosd’, bu choir cur às dhan phost‐d agus lethbhreac sam bith air an t‐
siostam agaibh agus fios a leigeil chun neach a sgaoil am post‐d gun dàil.
Dh’fhaodadh gum bi teachdaireachd sam bith bho Riaghaltas na h‐Alba air a chlàradh neo air a sgrùdadh airson
dearbhadh gu bheil an siostam ag obair gu h‐èifeachdach neo airson adhbhar laghail eile. Dh’fhaodadh nach eil
beachdan anns a’ phost‐d seo co‐ionann ri beachdan Riaghaltas na h‐Alba.
**********************************************************************
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Redacted

Ministry of Defence
Safeguarding Department
Kingston Road
Sutton Coldfield
West Midlands B75 7RL
United Kingdom

Your Reference: Aberdeen Bay Offshore
Windfarm

Telephone [MOD]: Redacted
E-mail:

Redacted

Our Reference: DIO9064

Redacted

Marine Scotland Licensing Operations Team
Marine Planning & Policy
Marine Scotland
Scottish Government

1st May 2019

Dear Redacted
The Electricity Act 1989 (as amended)
The Electricity Generating Stations (Application for Variation of Consent) (Scotland) Regulations
2013 (as amended)
The Marine (Scotland) Act 2010
Application to vary consent under section 36C of the Electricity Act 1989 (as amended) for
Aberdeen Bay Offshore Windfarm Limited
Thank you for consulting the Ministry of Defence (MOD) on the above application in your communication dated
16th April 2019. The application seeks to extend the s.36 consent for the operational life of the wind farm from 22
to 25 years
I am writing to tell you that the MOD has no objection to the application.
I trust this adequately explains our position on the matter. If you require further information or would like to
discuss this matter further please do not hesitate to contact me.

Yours sincerely

Redacted

Redacted

If you wish to submit any representations in response to the consultation regarding the above application please
ensure they are submitted to the Scottish Ministers, in writing, to no later than 21 May 2019 and should be sent either
by email using the email address: MS.MarineRenewables@gov.scot.
Or to the appointed person:
Redacted

Marine Renewables Licensing Operations Team
Marine Scotland – Marine Planning and Policy Division
Scottish Government | Marine Laboratory, PO Box 101 | 375, Victoria Road | Aberdeen AB11 9DB
If you have not responded by this date, the Marine Scotland Licensing Operations Team (“MS‐LOT”) will assume a ‘nil
return’.
If consent is granted for the variation application, the Scottish Ministers will consider exercising their discretion to
vary the marine licence granted in respect of the European Offshore Wind Deployment Centre. The variation would
revise the marine licence to reflect the changes proposed by the section 36 consent variation application. The
Scottish Ministers would consider the variation of the marines licences in terms of section 30(3)(d) of the Marine
(Scotland) Act 2010, to ensure that the marine licences and consent granted under section 36 of the Electricity Act
1989 (as amended) are consistent. Any representations in relation to the potential marine licence variations should
be submitted to MS‐LOT in the same manner as described above relative to representations in respect of the section
36 consent variation application and within the same timeframe.
MS‐LOT will make your representations publicly available. Personal information (such as names, signatures, home and
email addresses) will be redacted before the representations are made public. If you have any queries or concerns
about how your personal data will be handled, please visit the MS‐LOT website or contact MS‐LOT at
MS.MarineRenewables@gov.scot. Alternatively, please write to: Marine Scotland Licensing Operations Team, Marine
Laboratory, 375 Victoria Road, Aberdeen AB11 9DB.
If you require a hard copy of the variation application documentation, please contact Redacted

If you have any queries please do not hesitate to contact MS‐LOT.
Yours faithfully,
Marine Renewables Casework Officer
Marine Scotland Licensing Operations Team | Marine Planning & Policy | marinescotland
Scottish Government | Marine Laboratory | 375 Victoria Road | Aberdeen | AB11 9DB

Redacted

Redacted
Email: Redacted

Website: http://www.gov.scot/marinescotland
**********************************************************************
This e‐mail (and any files or other attachments transmitted with it) is intended solely for the attention of the
addressee(s). Unauthorised use, disclosure, storage, copying or distribution of any part of this e‐mail is not
permitted. If you are not the intended recipient please destroy the email, remove any copies from your system and
inform the sender immediately by return.
Communications with the Scottish Government may be monitored or recorded in order to secure the effective
operation of the system and for other lawful purposes. The views or opinions contained within this e‐mail may not
necessarily reflect those of the Scottish Government.
Tha am post‐d seo (agus faidhle neo ceanglan còmhla ris) dhan neach neo luchd‐ainmichte a‐mhàin. Chan eil e
ceadaichte a chleachdadh ann an dòigh sam bith, a’ toirt a‐steach còraichean, foillseachadh neo sgaoileadh, gun
chead. Ma ’s e is gun d’fhuair sibh seo gun fhiosd’, bu choir cur às dhan phost‐d agus lethbhreac sam bith air an t‐
siostam agaibh agus fios a leigeil chun neach a sgaoil am post‐d gun dàil.
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THE ELECTRICITY ACT 1989 (AS AMENDED)
THE ELECTRICITY GENERATING STATIONS (APPLICATIONS FOR VARIATION OF CONSENT) (SCOTLAND)
REGULATIONS 2013 (AS AMENDED)
THE MARINE (SCOTLAND) ACT 2010
APPLICATION TO VARY CONSENT UNDER SECTION 36C OF THE ELECTRICITY ACT 1989 (AS AMENDED) FOR
ABERDEEN BAY OFFSHORE WINDFARM LIMITED
On 11 April 2019, Aberdeen Bay Offshore Windfarm Limited (Company Number: No. SC278869) (“the Applicant”)
submitted an application to the Scottish Ministers, in accordance with the above legislation, for a variation to the
existing section 36 consent (“s.36 consent”) for the European Offshore Wind Deployment Centre. The Variation
request is to extend the s.36 consent for the operational life of the wind farm from 22 to 25 years, which will not
change any of the inputs to the environmental assessments presented Environmental Statement, the Supplementary
Environmental Information Statement submitted in 2012 and the associated Appropriate Assessment.
The variation application documentation is attached to this email and can also be downloaded from:
http://marine.gov.scot/ml/section‐36‐consent‐variation‐european‐offshore‐wind‐deployment‐center‐aberdeen‐bay
If you wish to submit any representations in response to the consultation regarding the above application please
ensure they are submitted to the Scottish Ministers, in writing, to no later than 21 May 2019 and should be sent either
by email using the email address: MS.MarineRenewables@gov.scot.
Or to the appointed person:
Redacted

Marine Renewables Licensing Operations Team
Marine Scotland – Marine Planning and Policy Division
Scottish Government | Marine Laboratory, PO Box 101 | 375, Victoria Road | Aberdeen AB11 9DB
If you have not responded by this date, the Marine Scotland Licensing Operations Team (“MS‐LOT”) will assume a ‘nil
return’.
If consent is granted for the variation application, the Scottish Ministers will consider exercising their discretion to
vary the marine licence granted in respect of the European Offshore Wind Deployment Centre. The variation would
revise the marine licence to reflect the changes proposed by the section 36 consent variation application. The
Scottish Ministers would consider the variation of the marines licences in terms of section 30(3)(d) of the Marine
(Scotland) Act 2010, to ensure that the marine licences and consent granted under section 36 of the Electricity Act
1989 (as amended) are consistent. Any representations in relation to the potential marine licence variations should
be submitted to MS‐LOT in the same manner as described above relative to representations in respect of the section
36 consent variation application and within the same timeframe.
MS‐LOT will make your representations publicly available. Personal information (such as names, signatures, home and
email addresses) will be redacted before the representations are made public. If you have any queries or concerns
about how your personal data will be handled, please visit the MS‐LOT website or contact MS‐LOT at
MS.MarineRenewables@gov.scot. Alternatively, please write to: Marine Scotland Licensing Operations Team, Marine
Laboratory, 375 Victoria Road, Aberdeen AB11 9DB.
If you require a hard copy of the variation application documentation, please contact Redacted

If you have any queries please do not hesitate to contact MS‐LOT.
Yours faithfully,
2

Redacted

| Marine Renewables Casework Officer

Marine Scotland Licensing Operations Team | Marine Planning & Policy | marinescotland
Scottish Government | Marine Laboratory | 375 Victoria Road | Aberdeen | AB11 9DB
Tel: +44 (0)131 244 3886
Redacted
Redacted

**********************************************************************
This e‐mail (and any files or other attachments transmitted with it) is intended solely for the attention of the
addressee(s). Unauthorised use, disclosure, storage, copying or distribution of any part of this e‐mail is not
permitted. If you are not the intended recipient please destroy the email, remove any copies from your system and
inform the sender immediately by return.
Communications with the Scottish Government may be monitored or recorded in order to secure the effective
operation of the system and for other lawful purposes. The views or opinions contained within this e‐mail may not
necessarily reflect those of the Scottish Government.
Tha am post‐d seo (agus faidhle neo ceanglan còmhla ris) dhan neach neo luchd‐ainmichte a‐mhàin. Chan eil e
ceadaichte a chleachdadh ann an dòigh sam bith, a’ toirt a‐steach còraichean, foillseachadh neo sgaoileadh, gun
chead. Ma ’s e is gun d’fhuair sibh seo gun fhiosd’, bu choir cur às dhan phost‐d agus lethbhreac sam bith air an t‐
siostam agaibh agus fios a leigeil chun neach a sgaoil am post‐d gun dàil.
Dh’fhaodadh gum bi teachdaireachd sam bith bho Riaghaltas na h‐Alba air a chlàradh neo air a sgrùdadh airson
dearbhadh gu bheil an siostam ag obair gu h‐èifeachdach neo airson adhbhar laghail eile. Dh’fhaodadh nach eil
beachdan anns a’ phost‐d seo co‐ionann ri beachdan Riaghaltas na h‐Alba.
**********************************************************************

This email and any attachments may contain material that is confidential, subject to copyright and intended for the addressee only. If you
are not the named recipient you must not use, disclose, reproduce, copy or distribute the contents of this communication. If you have
received this in error, please contact the sender and then delete this email from your system. The Royal Society for the Protection of Birds
(RSPB) is a registered charity in England and Wales no. 207076 and in Scotland no. SC037654.
The RSPB is committed to maintaining your data privacy. We promise to keep your details safe and will never sell them on to third parties.
To find out more about how we use your information please read our online Privacy Policy:

______________________________________________________________________
This email has been scanned by the Symantec Email Security.cloud service.
For more information please visit http://www.symanteccloud.com
______________________________________________________________________

3

THE ELECTRICITY ACT 1989 (AS AMENDED)
THE ELECTRICITY GENERATING STATIONS (APPLICATIONS FOR VARIATION OF CONSENT) (SCOTLAND)
REGULATIONS 2013 (AS AMENDED)
THE MARINE (SCOTLAND) ACT 2010
APPLICATION TO VARY CONSENT UNDER SECTION 36C OF THE ELECTRICITY ACT 1989 (AS AMENDED) FOR
ABERDEEN BAY OFFSHORE WINDFARM LIMITED
On 11 April 2019, Aberdeen Bay Offshore Windfarm Limited (Company Number: No. SC278869) (“the Applicant”)
submitted an application to the Scottish Ministers, in accordance with the above legislation, for a variation to the
existing section 36 consent (“s.36 consent”) for the European Offshore Wind Deployment Centre. The Variation
request is to extend the s.36 consent for the operational life of the wind farm from 22 to 25 years, which will not
change any of the inputs to the environmental assessments presented Environmental Statement, the Supplementary
Environmental Information Statement submitted in 2012 and the associated Appropriate Assessment.
The variation application documentation is attached to this email and can also be downloaded from:
http://marine.gov.scot/ml/section‐36‐consent‐variation‐european‐offshore‐wind‐deployment‐center‐aberdeen‐bay
If you wish to submit any representations in response to the consultation regarding the above application please
ensure they are submitted to the Scottish Ministers, in writing, to no later than 21 May 2019 and should be sent either
by email using the email address: MS.MarineRenewables@gov.scot.
Or to the appointed person:
Redacted

Marine Renewables Licensing Operations Team
Marine Scotland – Marine Planning and Policy Division
Scottish Government | Marine Laboratory, PO Box 101 | 375, Victoria Road | Aberdeen AB11 9DB
If you have not responded by this date, the Marine Scotland Licensing Operations Team (“MS‐LOT”) will assume a ‘nil
return’.
If consent is granted for the variation application, the Scottish Ministers will consider exercising their discretion to
vary the marine licence granted in respect of the European Offshore Wind Deployment Centre. The variation would
revise the marine licence to reflect the changes proposed by the section 36 consent variation application. The
Scottish Ministers would consider the variation of the marines licences in terms of section 30(3)(d) of the Marine
(Scotland) Act 2010, to ensure that the marine licences and consent granted under section 36 of the Electricity Act
1989 (as amended) are consistent. Any representations in relation to the potential marine licence variations should
be submitted to MS‐LOT in the same manner as described above relative to representations in respect of the section
36 consent variation application and within the same timeframe.
MS‐LOT will make your representations publicly available. Personal information (such as names, signatures, home and
email addresses) will be redacted before the representations are made public. If you have any queries or concerns
about how your personal data will be handled, please visit the MS‐LOT website or contact MS‐LOT at
MS.MarineRenewables@gov.scot. Alternatively, please write to: Marine Scotland Licensing Operations Team, Marine
Laboratory, 375 Victoria Road, Aberdeen AB11 9DB.
If you require a hard copy of the variation application documentation, Redacted
Redacted

If you have any queries please do not hesitate to contact MS‐LOT.
Yours faithfully,
Redacted
2

Marine Scotland Licensing Operations Team | Marine Planning & Policy | marinescotland
Scottish Government | Marine Laboratory | 375 Victoria Road | Aberdeen | AB11 9DB
Redacted
Redacted

Website: http://www.gov.scot/marinescotland
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This e-mail (and any files or other attachments transmitted with it) is intended solely for the attention of the
addressee(s). Unauthorised use, disclosure, storage, copying or distribution of any part of this e-mail is not
permitted. If you are not the intended recipient please destroy the email, remove any copies from your
system and inform the sender immediately by return.
Communications with the Scottish Government may be monitored or recorded in order to secure the
effective operation of the system and for other lawful purposes. The views or opinions contained within this
e-mail may not necessarily reflect those of the Scottish Government.
Tha am post-d seo (agus faidhle neo ceanglan còmhla ris) dhan neach neo luchd-ainmichte a-mhàin. Chan
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lethbhreac sam bith air an t-siostam agaibh agus fios a leigeil chun neach a sgaoil am post-d gun dàil.
Dh’fhaodadh gum bi teachdaireachd sam bith bho Riaghaltas na h-Alba air a chlàradh neo air a sgrùdadh
airson dearbhadh gu bheil an siostam ag obair gu h-èifeachdach neo airson adhbhar laghail eile.
Dh’fhaodadh nach eil beachdan anns a’ phost-d seo co-ionann ri beachdan Riaghaltas na h-Alba.
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Our ref:
Your ref:

Redacted

Marine Scotland
Marine Laboratory
PO Box101
375 Victoria Road
Aberdeen
AB11 9DB

PCS/165039
ABE-ENV-CB-0035

If telephoning ask for:
Redacted

20 May 2019

By email only to: MS.MarineRenewables@gov.scot

Dear Redacte

Planning application: ABE-ENV-CB-0035
Application to Vary Section 36 Consent
Aberdeen Bay Offshore Windfarm Limited
Thank you for your consultation email which SEPA received on 17 April 2019.

Advice for the planning authority
We note the applicant is seeking to extend the S.36 Consent to 25 years. We confirm we have no
objection to this extension.
If you have any queries relating to this letter, please contact me by telephone on Redacted
e-mail at planning.aberdeen@sepa.org.uk.

or

Yours sincerely

Redacted

Planning Service
Disclaimer
This advice is given without prejudice to any decision made on elements of the proposal regulated by us, as such a decision may take
into account factors not considered at this time. We prefer all the technical information required for any SEPA consents to be submitted
at the same time as the planning or similar application. However, we consider it to be at the applicant's commercial risk if any significant
changes required during the regulatory stage necessitate a further planning application or similar application and/or neighbour
notification or advertising. We have relied on the accuracy and completeness of the information supplied to us in providing the above
advice and can take no responsibility for incorrect data or interpretation, or omissions, in such information. If we have not referred to a
particular issue in our response, it should not be assumed that there is no impact associated with that issue. For planning applications, if
you did not specifically request advice on flood risk, then advice will not have been provided on this issue. Further information on our
consultation arrangements generally can be found on our website planning pages.

Redacted

Redacted

Redacted

Development Management and Strategic Road Safety

Roads Directorate
Buchanan House, 58 Port Dundas Road, Glasgow G4 0HF

Redacted

Redacted

Marine Scotland
Scottish Government
Marine Laboratory
375 Victoria Road
Aberdeen
AB11 9DB


Your ref:

Our ref
TS00538:

Date:
13/05/2019

ms.majorprojects@gov.scot
Dear Sirs,
THE ELECTRICITY ACT 1989 (AS AMENDED)
THE ELECTRICITY GENERATING STATIONS (APPLICATIONS FOR VARIATION OF
CONSENT) (SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2013 (AS AMENDED)
THE MARINE (SCOTLAND) ACT 2010
APPLICATION TO VARY CONSENT UNDER SECTION 36C OF THE ELECTRICITY ACT 1989
(AS AMENDED) FOR ABERDEEN BAY OFFSHORE WINDFARM LIMITED
With reference to your recent correspondence on the above development, we acknowledge
receipt of the Extension of S36 Consent Request prepared by Vattenfall in support of the above
development.
This information has been passed to SYSTRA Limited for review in their capacity as Term
Consultants to Transport Scotland – Roads Directorate. Based on the review undertaken, we
would provide the following comments.
We understand that, further to the Section 36 consent being granted on 26th March 2013 to
develop the European Offshore Wind Deployment Centre (EOWDC), Vattenfall are seeking to
extend the consent for the operational life of the wind farm to 25 years (excluding
decommissioning), in order to align with the structural design life of the wind farm components.
The supporting information states that no other changes to the S.36 Consent are currently
proposed.
Transport Scotland can confirm that the extension of the operational life of the development will
not give rise to any significant environmental impacts on the trunk road network and, consequently,
we have no objection to the proposed amendment.

www.transport.gov.scot

  

I trust that the above is satisfactory and should you wish to discuss any issues raised in greater
detail, please do not hesitate to contact Redacted
at SYSTRA’s Glasgow Office on Redacted
Redacted

Yours faithfully
Redacted

Redacted

Transport Scotland
Roads Directorate
cc

Redacted

www.transport.gov.scot

– SYSTRA Ltd.

  

21 May 2019

Marine Scotland – Marine Planning and Policy Division
Scottish Government
Marine Laboratory
PO Box 101
375, Victoria Road
Aberdeen
AB11 9DB
Dear
Proposed Aberdeen Bay Wind Farm
Thank you for giving VisitScotland the opportunity to comment on the above wind farm
development.
Our response focuses on the crucial importance of tourism to Scotland’s local and national economy,
and of the natural landscape for visitors.
Background Information
VisitScotland, as Scotland’s National Tourism Organisation, has a strategic role to develop Scottish
tourism in order to get the maximum economic benefit for the country. It exists to support the
development of the tourism industry in Scotland and to market Scotland as a quality destination.
While VisitScotland understands and appreciates the importance of renewable energy, tourism is
crucial to Scotland’s economic and cultural well-being. It sustains a great diversity of businesses
throughout the country. According to a recent independent report by Deloitte, tourism generates
£11 billion for the economy and employs over 207,000 - 8% of the Scottish workforce. Tourism
provides jobs in the private sector and stimulates the regeneration of urban and rural areas.
One of the Scottish Government and VisitScotland’s key ambitions is to grow tourism revenues and
make Scotland one of the world’s foremost tourist destinations. This ambition is now common
currency in both public and private sectors in Scotland, and the expectations of businesses on the
ground have been raised as to how they might contribute to and benefit from such growth.
Importance of scenery to tourism
Scenery and the natural environment have become the two most important factors for visitors in
recent years when choosing a holiday location.
The importance of this element to tourism in Scotland cannot be underestimated. The character and
visual amenity value of Scotland’s landscapes is a key driver of our tourism product: a large majority
of visitors to Scotland come because of the landscape, scenery and the wider environment, which
supports important visitor activities such as walking, cycling wildlife watching and visiting historic
sites.
The VisitScotland Visitor Experience Survey (2015/16) confirms the basis of this argument with its
ranking of the key factors influencing visitors when choosing Scotland as a holiday location. In this

study, over half of visitors rated scenery and the natural environment as the main reason for visiting
Scotland. Full details of the Visitor Experience Survey can be found on the organisation’s corporate
website, here:
http://www.visitscotland.org/pdf/Revised%20Oct%2012%20%20Insights%20Wind%20Farm%20Topi
c%20Paper.pdf
Taking tourism considerations into account
We would suggest that full consideration is also given to the Scottish Government’s 2008 research
on the impact of wind farms on tourism. In its report, you can find recommendations for planning
authorities which could help to minimise any negative effects of wind farms on the tourism industry.
The report also highlights a request, as part of the planning process, to provide a tourism impact
statement as part of the Environmental Impact Analysis. Planning authorities should also consider
the following factors to ensure that any adverse local impacts on tourism are minimised:
•
•
•
•
•

The number of tourists travelling past en route elsewhere
The views from accommodation in the area
The relative scale of tourism impact i.e. local and national
The potential positives associated with the development
The views of tourist organisations, i.e. local tourist businesses or VisitScotland

The full study can be found at www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2008/03/07113507/1
Conclusion
Given the aforementioned importance of Scottish tourism to the economy, and of Scotland’s
landscape in attracting visitors to Scotland, VisitScotland would strongly recommend any potential
detrimental impact of the proposed development on tourism - whether visually, environmentally
and economically - be identified and considered in full. This includes when taking decisions over
turbine height and number.
VisitScotland strongly agrees with the advice of the Scottish Government –the importance of tourism
impact statements should not be diminished, and that, for each site considered, an independent
tourism impact assessment should be carried out. This assessment should be geographically
sensitive and should consider the potential impact on any tourism offerings in the vicinity.
VisitScotland would also urge consideration of the specific concerns raised above relating to the
impact any perceived proliferation of developments may have on the local tourism industry, and
therefore the local economy.
We hope this response is helpful to you.
Yours sincerely

Government & Parliamentary Affairs
VisitScotland

