











1
Environmental Screening Request \JaCObS

Appendix B. Assessment Against the EIA Regulations

With regards to (a), the Proposed Development is located within a ‘sensitive area’ as defined in Regulation 2(1) of the EIA Regulations — the Proposed Development
falls within the Sound of Gigha SPA, with the qualifying feature being non-breeding birds.

With regards to (b), the Proposed Development is considered to fall under:

= 1 (e) Reclamation of land from the sea; and

= 10 (m) Coastal work to combat erosion and maritime works capable of altering the coast through the construction, for example, of dykes, moles, jetties and other
sea defence works, excluding the maintenance and reconstruction of such works.

= 1 (e)would apply to new tubular wall, built out into the water, while 10 (m) would apply to the dredging works.

The Proposed Development is considered a Schedule 2 development and therefore must be considered against the Schedule 3 criteria to determine the potential for
likely significant impacts.

Table B.1: Assessment against EIA Regulations

Schedule Applicable to | Justification
Proposed

Development

Schedule 2 1 Yes The works would be classed as a Schedule 2 development as
there will an element of reclamation of land from the sea; the
(e) Reclamation of land from the sea. combi wall is expected to encroach on the water and be

backfilled to support upgrading works to the pier.
The applicable threshold is all works.

10. The works would be classed as a Schedule 2 development as
dredging works may have the potential to alter the coastal
(m) Coastal work to combat erosion and processes around the terminal.

maritime works capable of altering the coast
through the construction, for example, of dykes,
moles, jetties and other sea defence works,
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excluding the maintenance and reconstruction
of such works.

The applicable threshold is all works.

Schedule 3
Characteristics of works.

1. The characteristics of
works must be considered
having regard, in particular,
to:

(a) the size and design of the works;

No

The land based works are localised around upgrading the
existing structures to support the new vessel.

Dredging works are required to support the new vessel,
lowering the sea bed from -4.6m to -5.5m CD, and will only be
dredged where required.

(b) cumulation with other existing development
and/or approved development;

No

There are no reasonably foreseeable permitted developments
within the extents of the Proposed Development which have
the potential to produce cumulative effects.

(c) the use of natural resources, in particular
land, soil, water and biodiversity;

No

No use of natural resources is anticipated to arise during either
construction or operation of the Proposed Development.

(d) the production of waste;

No

During construction minimal waste is anticipated and will be
managed in accordance with a Construction Management Plan
and best practice measures.

A BPEO will be produced to look at options regarding dredged
soft and rock material. It is anticipated that this will be
disposed of at sea.

Any materials which can reasonably be reused during
construction will be.

No significant impacts anticipated during operation.

(e) pollution and nuisances

No

During construction, potential noise and air quality impacts will
be mitigated through a Construction Management Plan.
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No pollution or nuisance is anticipated during operation.

environment, paying particular attention to the
following areas —

(i) wetlands, riparian areas, river mouths;

(i) coastal zones and the marine

environment;

(ili) mountain and forest areas;

(F) the risk of major accidents and/or disasters No The Proposed Development site is not located within a
which are relevant to the project concerned, geographical region that is subject to natural disasters.
including those caused by climate change, in
accordance with scientific knowledge
(g) the risks to human health (for example due No The risks to human health during construction (for example in
to water contamination or air pollution) respect to water contamination or air pollution) will be
mitigated through a Construction Management Plan.
Schedule 3 (a) the existing and approved land use: No The Proposed Development is aiming to replace an existing
ferry which operates on the route with a larger vessel. No other
Location of works: changes are anticipated.
2. The environmental
sensitivity of geographical
areas likely to be affected
by works must be
considered having regard in
particular to:
(b) the relative abundance, availability, quality No It is considered that natural resources will not be affected by
and regenerative capacity of natural resources the scale of the Proposed Development.
(including soil, land, water and biodiversity) in
the area and its underground;
(c) the absorption capacity of the natural No In regards to the sub- criteria:

® Not applicable to the Proposed Development.

(i) The Proposed Development is located within a marine
area, which is developed currently (as a ferry terminal).
No significant changes are anticipated.

(iii) Not applicable to the Proposed Development .
(iv) Not applicable to the Proposed Development.
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(iv) nature reserves and parks;

(v) European sites and other areas classified
or protected under national legislation;

(vi) areas in which there has already been a
failure to meet the environmental
quality standards, laid down in Union
legislation and relevant to the project, or
in which it is considered that there is
such a failure;

(vii) densely populated areas;

(viii) landscapes and sites of historical,
cultural or archaeological significance.

)

(vi)
(vii)

(viii)

The Proposed Development is located partly within the
Sound of Gigha SPA, with the qualifying feature being
non-breeding birds. The next closest sensitive area is
Tarbert Woods SAC approximately 2.5km north east of
the site. Given the localised nature of the works and
given the habitat of the SPA within the proposed
development area is likely to be of low quality relative
to the wider SPA, there is not anticipated to be a
significant impact on any sensitive areas. No significant
impacts on these designated sites are anticipated
during construction or operation.

Not applicable to the Proposed Development.

The Proposed Development is not located in close
proximity to densely populated areas.

The Proposed Development is not located in
landscapes or sites of historical, cultural or
archaeological significance.

Schedule 3

Characteristics of the
potential impact

3. The likely significant
effects of the works on the
environment must be
considered in relation to
criteria setout in
paragraphs 1 and 2 above,
with regard to the impact of
the works on the factors
specified in regulation 4(3),
taking into account -

the magnitude and spatial extent of the impact
(for example geographical area and size of the
population likely to be affected);

the nature of the impact;

the transboundary nature of the impact;
the intensity and complexity of the impact;
the probability of the impact;

the expected onset, duration, frequency and
reversibility of the impact;

the cumulation of the impact with the impact of
other existing and/or approved development;

No

On the basis of the characteristics and location of the Proposed
Development, and with regards to the criteria for
characterising the likely significant effects of the Proposed
Development on the environment as set out in Schedule 3
paragraph 3 of the EIA Regulations, no likely significant effects
are anticipated to arise during construction or operation.
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the possibility of effectively reducing the
impact.
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