
Moray West
The Project is being developed by Moray 
Offshore Windfarm (West) Limited, known as 
Moray West, owned 67% by EDP Renewables 
(EDPR) and 33% by ENGIE. The Project is 
located on the Smith Bank in the Outer Moray 
Firth, approx. 22.5 km from the Caithness 
coastline. The offshore wind farm (OWF) site 
covers an area of approx. 225 km2 and the 
cable corridor covers an area of approx. 185 
km2. 

Moray West was awarded a Section 36 Consent and 
associated Marine Licences in Summer 2019. 
The project team recognises an opportunity for 
Moray West to be awarded a CfD in 2021 but is 
also exploring options for alternative routes to 
market and could commence construction 
works in 2022/23. The project’s programme is 
currently under review and we will look to 
share further updates as soon as possible. 
Moray West will continue engagement with 
the fishing industry to explore ways of 
minimising disruption to fishers as we 
plan for construction and undertake future 
surveys.

A number of surveys have successfully taken 
place in cooperation with the industry 
during 2018, 2019 and early 2020. No further 
surveys are planned to take place in 2020. Also, 
the Moray West Floating LiDAR Buoy 
continues to operate at the Moray West 
OWF site measuring and collecting wind and 
metocean data. 

For further information contact 0131 5567 602, 

Sarah.Edwards@edpr.com or visit 

https://www.moraywest.com/
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Beatrice  
Following seven years of development and three 
years of construction, Beatrice Offshore Windfarm 
Ltd became fully operational in June 2019. Located 
13km from the Caithness coast, Beatrice is 
Scotland's largest operational offshore wind farm 
and the largest single source of renewable energy 
generation in Scotland. The wind farm is formed of 
84 turbines and is capable of generating enough 
wind powered electricity for up to 450,000 homes. 

The project is operated and maintained from its 
base at Wick harbour in the far north east of 
Scotland. Here, there are up to 90 personnel tasked 
with safely operating and maintaining the site. A 
number of such personnel regularly travel offshore 
to complete a continuous programme of works and 
activities.

Covid-19 restrictions have required adaptations to 
Operations and Maintenance working practices at 
Beatrice. A tactical service approach is being 
followed, with only essential tasks being 
undertaken. Required statutory inspections are also 
underway. Environmental monitoring work has 
largely been postponed until later in 2020, or into 
2021.

For more information about Beatrice Offshore 
Windfarm Ltd, please visit our project website at 
https://www.beatricewind.com

HyWind Scotland
Hywind Scotland is the world's first floating 
offshore wind farm located approx. 30km from 
Peterhead, 30MW capacity. Hywind (Scotland) 
Limited is owned by Equinor (75 %) and 
Masdar (25 %). Operations at Hywind Scotland 
have continued safely during 2020, adapting to 
current restrictions and additional safety measures 
due to Covid-19. For more information please visit 
https://www.equinor.com/en/what-we-do/floating-
wind/hywind-scotland.html

Equinor is currently undertaking its second 
operational subsea survey. The inspection is to 
assess the condition of the subsea structures, 
mooring systems, infield cables and export 
cable. A ROV shall be utilised to 
complete the majority of the work, with an 
USV being used to complete the near shore 
section of cable, to ensure inspections can be 
completed without the need to move fishing 
gear. The plans have been communicated to 
the local fishing community. The work is 
anticipated to last for approx. two weeks. 
Fisheries liaison for the survey will be co-
ordinated by Brown and May Marine (BMM). For any 
commercial fishery queries contact the 
Company Fishing Liaison Officer (CFLO) Alex 
Winrow-Giffin, 07760160039, alex@brownmay.com 
John Watt, 07590880746, john.watt@brownmay.com

Equinor is also planning a pilot project in 
collaboration with Marine Scotland to trial 
the viability, safety and catch rates of static 
fishing methods within the Hywind site. The 
fishing gear that will be trialed includes 
fish traps, jigging and creels. Originally planned 
for five months over summer 2020, this study 
has been postponed due to the current 
Covid-19 situation and will most likely take 
place summer 2021.

The CFWG provides a forum for discussion on how the local commercial 
fishing industry and offshore wind developers can work together in the Moray 
Firth. It seeks to provide a platform for information sharing, 
discussion around key issues and potential impacts, and maintaining a 
good working relationship throughout the lifecycle of the wind 
farms. Membership includes representatives from national and local 
fisheries bodies as well as wind farm developers and Marine Scotland.

Moray East
Offshore construction started in May 2019 with pile 
driving on the wind farm site and HDD at the landfall 
point at Inverboyndie. Piling was completed in 
February 2020 and the locations of the piles have 
been made available to fishers through the Weekly 
Notice of Operations (WNoO) and through USB 
sticks via our CFLO containing the data in a number 
of different plotter formats. Anyone who has not 
already received this information can contact the 
CFLO (details below). Following the completion of 
piling, works to remove the soil plugs from within 
the piles took place during March and April 2020; 
approximately 40% of locations have been 
completed with the remainder to be completed later 
this year. During May and early June 2020 boulder 
clearance works were undertaken on sections of the 
export cable and inter-array cable routes; further 
boulder picking work is expected this summer. 
Jacket installation for the WTGs and OSPs is 
expected to begin in July 2020 and continue for the 
rest of the year. Export cable installation is expected 
to commence in July 2020 and inter-array cable 
installation is expected to commence in September 
2020, continuing into 2021. WTGs will then be 
installed in 2021 with full generation in April 2022.

Throughout construction, Moray East will continue 
engaging with the local fishing industry to ensure 
interested parties are kept informed as construction 
progresses, to address any concerns that are raised 
and to minimise disruption. Information on the 
project is issued in a WNoO and through Notices to 
Mariners (NtMs), posted on the Moray East website 
and distributed by email. If you wish to be included 
on the distribution list, please contact the CFLO, Alex 
Winrow-Giffin alex@brownmay.com 07760160039.

Further information on the project (including the 
WNoO and NtMs) can be found at https://
www.morayeast.com/current-works/offshore-works
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