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T: +44 (0)300 244 5046 
E:MD.MarineLicensing@gov.scot  

Conservation (Natural Habitats, &c.) Regulations 1994  

Application for a licence to disturb or injure marine European protected species 
(EPS) for one of the following purposes 

• For preserving public health or public safety or other imperative reasons of overriding public
interest (including those of a social or economic nature and beneficial consequences of
primary importance for the environment)

• For preventing the spread of disease
• For preventing serious damage to livestock, foodstuffs for livestock, crops,vegetables, fruit,

growing timber or any other form of property, or to fisheries.

Please use this application form if you wish to undertake works/activities that would affect European 
protected species in the Scottish inshore marine area (0 – 12nm). 

Important : Before completing this form, please read these notes carefully Applicants are advised to read these 
notes in conjunction with The Protection of Marine European Protected Species from injury and 
disturbance:Guidance for Scottish Inshore Waters.  If further clarification is needed please contact Marine 
Directorate Licensing Operations Team (MD-LOT) on 0300 244 5046 or email: MD.MarineLicensing@gov.scot 

Marine Directorate - Licensing Operations Team 
Scottish Government 
375 Victoria Road 
Aberdeen 
AB11 9DB 

Marine Directorate

https://www.gov.scot/publications/marine-european-protected-species-protection-from-injury-and-disturbance/
mailto:MD.MarineLicensing@gov.scot
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Marine Directorate - Licensing Operations Team 
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375 Victoria Road 
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Please complete all relevant sections of the form. 

Please ensure that you answer questions fully in order to avoid delays. 

The completed application should be sent to Marine Directorate Licensing Operations Team (MD-LOT) at the 
address below or emailed to MD.MarineLicensing@gov.scot.  

If the activity relates to a renewable energy project, completed applications should be sent to Marine Scotland 
Licensing Operations Team (MD-LOT) at the address below or emailed to MD.MarineRenewables@gov.scot

We will not process unsigned application forms. 

Please ensure that you provide appropriate information to support your application. Applicants can 
provide this supporting information in the form of an EPS Risk Assessment.  Guidance can be found 
in The Protection of Marine European Protected Species from injury and disturbance:Guidance for Scottish 
Inshore Waters. Please contact MD-LOT if you wish to discuss the level of supporting documentation 
required for your application. Failure to provide sufficient supporting information may delay the 
consultation and licensing process. 

MD-LOT will aim to determine whether a licence should be issued within 6 to 8 weeks of acceptance of a 
completed application. However, please note that for large scale or complex projects, the 
determination period may be longer.

If you experience any problems filling in this form, please contact MD-LOT. 

Please use this application form if you wish to undertake works/activities that would affect European 
protected species in the Scottish marine area (0 – 12nm).  

Please note that European protected species are also protected in the offshore marine environment (between 12 
and 200 nautical miles).  Species in this area are protected under The Conservation of Offshore Marine 
Habitats and Species Regulations 2017. 

Do not use this form if your application relates to scientific, research, conservation or educational 
purposes. Please contact NatureScot, email licensing@nature.scot, Telephone 01463 725364 or visit 
the NatureScot website for a licence application for these purposes.  NatureScot also issues 
licences for the purposes of marking animals or plants in relation to conservation or introducing 
them to particular areas for conserving natural habitats, and for protecting zoological or botanical 
collections. 

Before a licence can be granted, it is essential that other relevant licences or consents have been secured for the 
proposed activity (eg Marine licence). 

It is the responsibility of the applicant to obtain any other consents or authorisations that 
may be required. 

Part A  
Section 1 Personal details 

Please provide details of the individual, company or partnership you wish to be named on the licence. 
The licensee is responsible for ensuring compliance with the licence and its conditions.  Under the 
Conservation (Natural Habitats) Regulations 1994 (as amended) it is an offence to fail to comply with the 
terms and conditions of a licence. 

Section 2 Previous applications 

Please provide details of any previous relevant licences. 

Marine Directorate - Licensing Operations Team 
Scottish Government 
375 Victoria Road 
Aberdeen 
AB11 9DB 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/marine-european-protected-species-protection-from-injury-and-disturbance/
mailto:md.marinerenewables@gov.scot
mailto:licensing@nature.scot
https://www.nature.scot/professional-advice/protected-areas-and-species/licensing/european-protected-species-licensing


abcde abc a
4  

Part B 

Section 3 

Species  

Please provide details of the species that will be affected by the work, the number likely to be affected and a 
description of how this number was determined. The number of animals must be the maximum that could be 
affected prior to any mitigation measures being applied.  This information can be described in detail in your 
supporting information. You will need to provide detailed proposals (to be included in the ‘supporting 
information’) of all the mitigation work that you plan to carry out which will affect European protected species.  

Location  

Describe the location of the proposed works. Include a list of the latitude and longitude co-ordinates (WGS84) 
of the boundary points of the proposed project. WGS84 is the World Geodetic System 1984 and the reference 
co-ordinate system used for marine licence applications. Co-ordinates taken from GPS equipment should be 
set to WGS84. Coordinates taken from recent admiralty charts will be on a WGS84 compatible datum. 
Ordnance survey maps do not use WGS84. In a few cases, (e.g. laying of cables or pipelines) it may only be 
practicable to supply co-ordinates for the start and end points.  

Example: For positions read from charts the format should be as in the example: 55°55.555’N  
002°22.222’W (WGS84). The decimal point specifies that decimals of minutes are used and the datum 
is stated explicitly. If seconds are used then the format should be as in the example: 55°55’44’’N  
2°22’11’’W (WGS84).  

It is important that the correct positions, in the correct format, are included with this application, as any 
errors will result in the application being refused or delayed. 

Section 4 Consideration of designated sites 

Please provide details of any designated sites affected by your proposals.  You are advised to 
consult NatureScot, or other appropriate regulator, if the work you propose to do affects a European site, a 
MPA or a Site of Special Scientific Interest. 

Section 5 Activities to be licensed 

Please indicate the activities you intend to undertake that would otherwise be unlawful.  
Provide details of the proposed commencement and completion dates of the activities. The licence start date 
will not be backdated, since to commence a project for which a licence has not been obtained may constitute 
an offence resulting in appropriate legal action.  

It is the licensee's responsibility to apply for any further licences or an extension prior to the expiry of the initial 
licence.  

Section 6 Purpose of the licence application 

Please indicate the purpose of the licence application, the first of the legal tests.  
Please complete the relevant annex to provide justification for the licensing purpose. This is the legal basis of 
the application.  

Section 7 Satisfactory alternatives 

Please provide your consideration of why there is no satisfactory alternative. This must include all other 
options that have been evaluated, the alternative sites that were considered by you and why they were 
rejected (if no other sites were considered, you must provide the reasons why), as well as all alternative 
methods of carrying out the work and alternatives dates / timings. 

In relation to each alternative considered, please provide an explanation of why you consider it to be 
satisfactory or unsatisfactory. In respect of any alternative sites please provide the location(s) and details of 
the alternative site(s), or your views on how the activity/proposal might have been achieved differently, and 
any other helpful information; e.g., pros and cons of alternative sites, or whether there is likely to be demand 
for all suitable sites to be used to meet an identified need. Please explain how this conclusion was reached. 

Marine Directorate - Licensing Operations Team 
Scottish Government 
375 Victoria Road 
Aberdeen 
AB11 9DB 
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Section 8 Summary of the planning / licensing position 

Detail all consents and licences required for the proposed project and indicate those that you have applied for or 
received. 

Section 9 Noise monitoring 

Under the Marine Strategy Regulations (2010), there is now a requirement to monitor loud, low to mid 
frequency (10Hz to 10kHz) impulsive noise. This includes use of seismic airguns, other geophysical surveys 
(<10kHz), pile driving, explosives and certain acoustic deterrent devices. This monitoring requires completion 
of a form at the application stage (giving details of the proposed work) as well as completion of a ‘close-out’ 
form (giving details of the actual dates and locations where the activities occurred). The close-out form should be 
returned within 12 weeks of completing the ‘noisy’ activity or, in the case of prolonged activities such as 
piling for harbour construction or wind farms, at quarterly intervals or after each phase of foundation 
installation. These forms are available on the Marine Noise Registry website.

Section 10 Scotland’s National Marine Plan 

Scotland’s National Marine Plan has been prepared in accordance with the EU Directive 2014/89/EU, which 
came into force in July 2014. The Directive introduces a framework for maritime spatial planning and aims to 
promote the sustainable development of marine areas and the sustainable use of marine resources. It also sets 
out a number of minimum requirements all of which have been addressed in this plan. In doing so, and in 
accordance with article 5(3) of the Directive, the Marine Directorate has considered a wide range of sectoral uses 
and activities and have determined how these different objectives are reflected and weighted in the marine plan. 
Land-sea interactions have also been taken into account as part of the marine planning process. Any applicant 
for a marine licence should consider their proposals with reference to Scotland’s National Marine Plan. A copy of 
Scotland’s National Marine Plan can be found on the Scottish Government website.

Indicate whether you have considered the project with reference to Scotland’s National Marine Plan and provide 
details of considerations made with reference to the policies, including but not limited to General Policies 9 and 
13 (GEN 9 and GEN 13), that have been considered. If you have not considered the project with reference to 
Scotland’s National Marine Plan please provide an explanation. 

Section 11 Privacy notice  

This section briefly describes the Scottish Ministers responsibilities in relation to Data Protection based on the 
requirements of the data protection laws and the Environmental Information (Scotland) Regulations 2004 and 
the Freedom of Information (Scotland) Act 2002.  

Marine Directorate - Licensing Operations Team 
Scottish Government 
375 Victoria Road 
Aberdeen 
AB11 9DB 

https://mnr.jncc.gov.uk/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/scotlands-national-marine-plan/
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 Part D
Section 12 Declaration and warning

It is important to read the declaration and warning sections before signing the application form.

Site visits and compliance checks

It is possible that the licensing authority may undertake a site visit prior to the issue of a licence. The majority of site 
visits will be arranged several days in advance and will be conducted in the presence of the licensee (or applicant) 
however there may be occasions when a site visit will be made at short notice. 

Licensees should be aware that they may receive a request for a site visit by the licensing authority, or a person 
authorised by the licensing authority, to assess site conditions against the conditions of the licence. It is essential that if 
any of the agreed mitigation measures contained in the application and supporting information are changed for any 
reason, the licensing authority is informed as soon as possible. 

The Licensing authority will monitor compliance with licences issued based on the information included in licence 
reports.

Where to seek further information

Further information can be obtained from Licensing Operations Team at the address below. 

While every effort has been made to ensure the information contained in this document is accurate, nothing in 
this document should be taken to replace the current legislation in force at this time.  You are advised to 
obtain qualified legal advice in relation to your rights and responsibilities under the 1994 Regulations and 
other legislation. 

Tel: 0300 244 5046
Email: MD.MarineLicensing@gov.scot 

Marine Directorate - Licensing Operations Team 
Scottish Government 
375 Victoria Road 
Aberdeen 
AB11 9DB 

Marine Directorate - Licensing Operations Team
Scottish Government
375 Victoria Road
Aberdeen
AB11 9 DB

mailto:MD.MarineLicensing@gov.scot
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Part A.  The applicant: personal details

These questions relate to the person who will be the named licensee. The licence can be issued to an 
individual or a company or a partnership and the licensee will be responsible for ensuring compliance with the 
licence and the conditions of the licence. Under the Conservation (Natural Habitats) Regulations 1994 (as 
amended) it is an offence to fail to comply with any condition imposed by a licence. 

1. Name of applicant

 Title:   Forename(s):   Surname: 

Company name: 

Business title (if appropriate): 

Address: 

Tel no. (inc. dialling code): 

Email address: 

2. The applicant: previous applications:

Have you previously held a wildlife licence issued in the UK? (please tick as appropriate) 

Yes      No      (If yes, please complete below, if no, please go to Part B) 

Who issued the licence? 

Licence number (most recent licence) 

Year in which the licence was issued. 

What species were covered by the licence? 

What activity was covered by the licence e.g. disturb, injure? 

Marine Directorate - Licensing Operations Team 
Scottish Government 
375 Victoria Road 
Aberdeen 
AB11 9DB 

[Reda
cted]

[Redacted]

[Redacted]

[Redacted]
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Part B.  The application

3. Species

(a) Please indicate which species is / are affected by the proposed works.

Common name(s): 

Scientific name(s) 

(b) How many individual animals will be affected by licensed work? This number must be the maximum number
that could be affected before any mitigation measures are applied.

Please provide a description of how this number was calculated / estimated 

(c) Location of proposed licensed action

Latitude and Longitude co-ordinates (WGS84) defining the extent of the project. Please continue on a separate 
sheet if necessary. 

Latitude Longitude
° . ‘N ° . ‘W

° . ‘N ° . ‘W

° . ‘N ° . ‘W

° . ‘N ° . ‘W

° . ‘N ° . ‘W

° . ‘N ° . ‘W

° . ‘N ° . ‘W

° . ‘N ° . ‘W

Marine Directorate - Licensing Operations Team 
Scottish Government 
375 Victoria Road 
Aberdeen 
AB11 9DB 
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(d) Provide a brief description of the proposed activity and the methods to be used. This should make
clear which equipment / activities you consider require an EPS licence and also the equipment / activities
you consider do not require an EPS licence.

Detailed information should be included in your supporting information. Please provide details of the 
source levels and frequencies of underwater noise if relevant.

(e) Briefly state how you will minimise the impact of your proposed work on European protected species.

Detailed information should be included in your supporting information.

4. Consideration of designated sites

Designated Areas:  National Nature Reserves (NNR), Sites of Specific Scientific Interest (SSSI), Special 
Protection Area (SPA), Special Areas of Conservation (SAC), Ramsar sites, Marine Protected Areas (MPA).  
Information on designated sites is available on NatureScot's website. 

(a) Will any part of the proposed activity fall within /or adjacent to an area covered by a

designated site eg SSSI, SAC, MPA?

Yes     No 

(b) Please give the name of the designated site(s) and either the outcome of your consultations or the
reason why you have not consulted (see note 4).  Please enclose any relevant correspondence.

Marine Directorate - Licensing Operations Team 
Scottish Government 
375 Victoria Road 
Aberdeen 
AB11 9DB 

http://gateway.snh.gov.uk/sitelink/
https://sitelink.nature.scot/home
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5. Activities to be licensed

Proposed methods

(a) Please complete all relevant columns in the table below to indicate the methods you propose to use,
the activity involved and the time period in which you propose to use each method. This information will be
used when preparing the licence to cover activities that would otherwise be unlawful, and failure to give full
details may result in an inappropriate licence being issued.

Activity to be licensed (please tick) Time period 

Method to 
 be used, 

(e.g. piling) 
From To Capture 

Kill 
(exceptional 

circumstances 
only) 

Injure Transport Disturb/ 
Harass 

6. Purposes of the licence application (tick one box only)

A licence can only be issued if 3 specific legal tests are met. The section below relates to the first of these 
tests. The options shown are taken from the Conservation (Natural Habitats, &c.) Regulations 1994.

Please indicate which purpose relates to the proposed works 

(a) Preserving public health or public safety (we will require evidence that there is a risk
to public health or public safety e.g. an imminent risk of flooding) Regulation 44(2)(e)

Complete annex A 

(b) or other imperative reasons of overriding public interest (including those of a social or
economic nature and beneficial consequences of primary importance for the environment)
Rgulation 44(2)(e)

Complate annex B

(c) Preventing the spread of disease Regulation 44(2)(f)

Complete annex C

(d) Preventing serious damage to livestock, foodstuffs for livestock, crops, vegetables, fruit,
growing timber or any other form of property, or to fisheries. Regulation 44(2)(g).

Complete annex D

In addition

(e) If you wish to use acoustic deterrent devices to protect fish farm sites in Scottish waters,
you must also complete Annex E

Marine Directorate - Licensing Operations Team 
Scottish Government 
375 Victoria Road 
Aberdeen 
AB11 9DB 
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7. Satisfactory alternatives

This relates to the second of the legal tests which must be satisfied. Please explain why there is 
no satisfactory alternative to carrying out the proposed work affecting the species. You must describe all 
possible alternatives which were considered and why they were considered unsatisfactory.  
Alternatives may include but should not be limited to alternative equipment, methods, location and 
timing. You must also consider the option of not undertaking the work. It is not acceptable to state that ‘there 
is no alternative’.

8. Other licences / consents

Please detail below all licences / consents you have applied for or received. Before a licence can be 
granted, it is essential that other relevant licences or consents have been secured for the proposed activity 
(eg Marine licence).
Type of licence / consent (e.g.
marine licence, local planing
authority, local works licence)

Date applied for Reference no. Date of issue of 
licence / consent 

Marine Directorate - Licensing Operations Team 
Scottish Government 
375 Victoria Road 
Aberdeen 
AB11 9DB 
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9. Noise monitoring

Please indicate if any of the following noise generating activities will be taking place during the operations: 

Use of explosives   Piling   Use of Acoustic Deterrent Devices  
Survey equipment operating in the range 10 Hz – 10kHz  

If you have ticked any of the above boxes please complete a proposed activity form on the Marine Noise 
Registry website.   

Please note the form must only be completed once for each activity. If you have already completed a form 
for this activity (eg through the marine licensing process) please give details. 

EPS licence applications will not be accepted until this form has been completed and submitted. 

10. Scotland's National Marine Plan

Provide details of considerations made with reference to the relevant policies that have been considered. 

Marine Directorate - Licensing Operations Team 
Scottish Government 
375 Victoria Road 
Aberdeen 
AB11 9DB 

https://mnr.jncc.gov.uk/
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11. Privacy notice

The Scottish Government’s Marine Directorate - Licensing Operations Team (MD-LOT) has a range of statutory 
responsibilities including determining applications for licences to disturb or injure marine European protected 
species (EPS) under the Conservation (Natural Habitats, &c.) Regulations 1994 and The Conservation of Offshore 
Marine Habitats and Species Regulations 2017 and Basking shark licences under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 
1981. 

MS-LOT will, where necessary, process personal information including: names, addresses, email addresses and 
telephone numbers to determine a licence application. Personal information will be stored securely in the Scottish 
Government’s official corporate record.  

A full privacy notice can be found on the Scottish Government website. If you are unable to access this, or you 
have any queries or concerns about how your personal information will be handled, contact MS-LOT at: Marine 
Scotland - Licensing Operations Team, Marine Laboratory, 375 Victoria Road, Aberdeen, AB11 9DB. Email: 
MD.MarineLicensing@gov.scot

Have you remembered to enclose supporting information with your application, as described in the accompanying 
guidance? Please check  

Completed application form   

Completed annex  

Map or chart 

Correct co-ordinates 

EPS risk assessment or supporting information

Marine Directorate - Licensing Operations Team 
Scottish Government 
375 Victoria Road 
Aberdeen 
AB11 9DB

https://www.gov.scot/publications/marine-licensing-and-consenting-privacy-notice/
mailto:MD.MarineLicensing@gov.scot
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Part C.  Declarations

12. I have read and understand the guidance provided in this application form. I declare that the 
particulars given are correct to the best of my knowledge and belief, and I apply for a licence in accordance 
with these particulars.

I authorise employees or representatives of the Scottish Ministers to enter the site which is subject to this 
application for the purpose of monitoring and inspecting the permitted works. 

Warning 

Under the Conservation (Natural Habitats, &c.) Regulations 1994 (as amended) it is an offence to fail to 
comply with the conditions imposed by a licence. The licensee is responsible for ensuring compliance with 
the licence. 

The Scottish Ministers can modify or revoke a licence at any time, provided there are good reasons. Any 
licence that may be issued is likely to be revoked immediately if it is discovered that false information was 
provided and resulted in the issue of a licence. 

Under the Conservation (Natural Habitats, &c.) Regulations 1994, any person who in order to obtain a licence 
knowingly or recklessly makes a statement or representation, or furnishes a document or information which is 
false in a material particular, shall be guilty of an offence and may be liable to criminal prosecution. Any 
person found guilty of such offences is liable on summary conviction to imprisonment for a term not exceeding 
six months or to a  fine not exceeding level 5 on the standard scale (currently £5,000), or to both imprisonment 
and a fine. 

Note: Previous convictions for wildlife offences will be taken into account and in some cases may mean that the 
Scottish Ministers do not consider it appropriate to grant a licence. 

Signature of the 
Applicant 

(The person named at part 1) 

Name in block letters 

Date 

Marine Directorate - Licensing Operations Team 
Scottish Government 
375 Victoria Road 
Aberdeen 
AB11 9DB 

Note – If signing on behalf of a company, please append you signature with “on behalf of company name”. 

The completed application should be signed and sent to Marine Directorate Licensing Operations Team (MD-LOT) 
at the address below or emailed to MD.MarineLicensing@gov.scot or MD.MarineRenewables@gov.scot

Please remember to include all supporting information. 

Marine Directorate - Licensing Operations Team
Scottish Government
375 Victoria Road
Aberdeen
AB11 9DB

Disclaimer 

While every effort has been made to ensure the information contained in this document is accurate, nothing in this 
document should be taken to replace the current legislation in force at this time. You are advised to obtain qualified 
legal advice in relation to your rights and responsibilities under the 1994 Regulations and other legislation.

[Redacted]

[Redacted]

mailto:MS.Marinelicensing@gov.scot
mailto:MD.MarineLicensing@gov.scot
mailto:MD.MarineRenewables@gov.scot
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Annex A 

Only to be completed if you selected preserving public health or public safety in question 6 of the application form 

Please complete all questions 

Give details of the risk to public health or safety 

How has the risk been identified? Please give details of any expert advice received. 

How will the proposed activity address the identified risk? 

Marine Directorate - Licensing Operations Team 
Scottish Government 
375 Victoria Road 
Aberdeen 
AB11 9DB 
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Annex B 

Only to be completed if you selected for imperative reasons of overriding public interest (including those 
of a social or economic nature and beneficial consequences of primary importance for the environment) 
in question 6 of the application form 

Please complete all questions 

What benefits will be provided by the proposed activity? Give details and indicate if they are social, economic 
or environmental.  Please indicate if the benefits are short or long term. 

What public interest will be served? Who will benefit from the proposed activity? Does the proposed activity 
address a need? 

Why is it imperative the proposed activity goes ahead? 

Does the proposed activity support any local regional or national policies? Please give details. Are you fulfilling a 
statutory role?

Marine Directorate - Licensing Operations Team 
Scottish Government 
375 Victoria Road 
Aberdeen 
AB11 9DB 
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Annex C 

Only to be completed if you selected for preventing the spread of disease in question 6 of the application 
form 

Please complete all questions 

What disease(s) is / are at risk of being spread if the proposed activity does not go ahead? Please give details of any 
expert advice received. 

How will the proposed activity prevent the spread of disease? Please give details of any expert advice 
received. 

Marine Directorate - Licensing Operations Team 
Scottish Government 
375 Victoria Road 
Aberdeen 
AB11 9DB 
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Annex D 

Only to be completed if you selected for preventing serious damage to livestock, foodstuffs 
for livestock, crops, vegetables, fruit, growing timber or any other form of property, or to fisheries 
in question 6 of the application form. 

Please complete all questions 

What serious damage has occurred or will occur if the proposed activity does not go ahead? Please give details 
of any expert advice received. 

How will the proposed activity prevent serious damage? Please give details of any expert advice received. 

Marine Directorate - Licensing Operations Team 
Scottish Government 
375 Victoria Road 
Aberdeen 
AB11 9DB 



Annex E 

Only to be completed if you intend to operate ADDs at marine fish farm sites in Scotland Please complete a copy 

of this annex for each individual site included on your application Please complete all questions 

Site name and ID (FS number) 

Device Type 1 

Device Details 

Device name (and version if applicable) 

Number of devices proposed

Source level of device (rms and SPLpeak)

Typical frequency content


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Marine Directorate - Licensing Operations Team 
Scottish Government 
375 Victoria Road 
Aberdeen 
AB11 9DB 



Please give details of the proposed duty cycle (or available settings) including the system duty cycle 

Duration of use of device (e.g. hours per 24 hour period)

Time of use (e.g particular time of day or time of year)

If multiple devices of this type are to be used, please give details of numbers to be deployed and locations 
in relation to the site. 


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Marine Directorate - Licensing Operations Team 
Scottish Government 
375 Victoria Road 
Aberdeen 
AB11 9DB 



Management of ADD Use 

Please give details of the cues/triggers and the decision process to activate ADDs.  These cues / triggers 
should be specific and measurable and should relate to predation events by seals rather than presence of seals 
in the area. 

Give details of how ADD use is to be reviewed


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Marine Directorate - Licensing Operations Team 
Scottish Government 
375 Victoria Road 
Aberdeen 
AB11 9DB 



Give details of criteria for deactivation or removal of ADDs (including if they appear to be ineffective) 

Give details of ADD deployment plans and any relevant planning conditions relating to ADD use


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Please use additional sheets if you propose to use more than one device type

Marine Directorate - Licensing Operations Team 
Scottish Government 
375 Victoria Road 
Aberdeen 
AB11 9DB 



Point_ID Long_DD Lat_DD Long_DDM Lat_DDM

1 -3.728353 57.692641 3° 43.701' W 57° 41.558' N

2 -3.736638 57.686089 3° 44.198' W 57° 41.165' N

3 -3.737097 57.679067 3° 44.226' W 57° 40.744' N

4 -3.727747 57.66843 3° 43.665' W 57° 40.106' N

5 -3.718431 57.65921 3° 43.106' W 57° 39.553' N

6 -3.713697 57.656789 3° 42.822' W 57° 39.407' N

7 -3.703762 57.658713 3° 42.226' W 57° 39.523' N

8 -3.692489 57.659805 3° 41.549' W 57° 39.588' N

9 -3.686261 57.66087 3° 41.176' W 57° 39.652' N

10 -3.60853 57.679707 3° 36.512' W 57° 40.782' N

11 -3.526535 57.699745 3° 31.592' W 57° 41.985' N

12 -3.526751 57.708316 3° 31.605' W 57° 42.499' N

13 -3.535949 57.718275 3° 32.157' W 57° 43.097' N

14 -3.545352 57.727036 3° 32.721' W 57° 43.622' N

15 -3.556672 57.730885 3° 33.400' W 57° 43.853' N

16 -3.569484 57.731123 3° 34.169' W 57° 43.867' N

17 -3.64551 57.713144 3° 38.731' W 57° 42.789' N
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Point_ID Long_DD Lat_DD Long_DDM Lat_DDM

1 -3.820246 57.658822 3° 49.215' W 57° 39.529' N

2 -3.89638 57.643897 3° 53.783' W 57° 38.634' N

3 -3.964121 57.630273 3° 57.847' W 57° 37.816' N

4 -3.97488 57.623237 3° 58.493' W 57° 37.394' N

5 -3.976318 57.616388 3° 58.579' W 57° 36.983' N

6 -3.967194 57.602896 3° 58.032' W 57° 36.174' N

7 -3.956634 57.590556 3° 57.398' W 57° 35.433' N

8 -3.942841 57.58886 3° 56.570' W 57° 35.332' N

9 -3.874035 57.603574 3° 52.442' W 57° 36.214' N

10 -3.821248 57.614967 3° 49.275' W 57° 36.898' N

11 -3.814191 57.618557 3° 48.851' W 57° 37.113' N

12 -3.801593 57.622297 3° 48.096' W 57° 37.338' N

13 -3.790411 57.624299 3° 47.425' W 57° 37.458' N

14 -3.774349 57.627714 3° 46.461' W 57° 37.663' N

15 -3.775196 57.633343 3° 46.512' W 57° 38.001' N

16 -3.784684 57.644388 3° 47.081' W 57° 38.663' N

17 -3.795262 57.654825 3° 47.716' W 57° 39.289' N

18 -3.806793 57.658674 3° 48.408' W 57° 39.520' N

Moray Firth-South FLOW-Park EPS Risk Assessment
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- Social, economic or environmental purpose
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	Text4: Offshore Solutions Group Limited
	Text5: Chief Executive Officer
	Text6: 4th Floor, 205 Regent Street, London, W1B 4HB
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	Text13: 
	Text14: 
	Text15: 
	Text16: Harbour porpoise
Common dolphin
Bottlenose dolphin
White-beaked dolphin
Minke whale
	Text17: Phocoena phocoena
Delphinus delphis
Tursiops truncatus
Lagenorhyncus albirostris
Balaenoptera acutorostrata
	Text18: Injury: Zero individuals (all species)
Disturbance:
Harbour porpoise - 23 individuals, <0.01% of relevant management unit.
Common dolphin - 6 individuals, <0.01% of relevant management unit.
Bottlenose dolphin - <1 individual, 0.47% of relevant management unit.
White-beaked dolphin - 11 individuals, 0.03% of relevant management unit.
Minke whale - <1 individual, <0.01% of relevant management unit.
	Text19: See Section 3.4 of the Moray FLOW-Park EPS Risk Assessment Geophysical Survey Campaign 2025 for more information on how the numbers were calculated and the full risk assessment.
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	Text21: The proposed geophysical survey is in relation to the Moray FLOW-Park. The geophysical survey is required to inform the bathymetric, geological, and sedimentary characteristics of the seabed within the Moray Firth-South and Moray Firth-North FLOW Park areas. The survey area will cover both the Moray Firth-South and Moray Firth-North FLOW Park areas in addition to a buffer area which will cover distances of run-in and run-out (vessel turning space) to ensure the data within the site boundaries are of good quality (total survey area of 106.1 km2). The geophysical survey campaign will commence in mid-September and is estimated to take a maximum of 12 days. The offshore geophysical survey activities are scheduled to be on a 24-hour working basis and vessels are expected to be present throughout the survey period.

The geophysical methods to be used include Multibeam Echosounder (MBES) Bathymetry, Sidescan Sonar (SSS), Ultra-short Baseline (USBL), Sub-bottom Profiler (SBP), Magnetometer (MAG) and Ultra-high Resolution Seismic (UHRS).
The source levels and associated frequency for the vessels and equipment used during the proposed geophysical surveys are presented in Table 2.2 of the Moray FLOW-Park EPS Risk Assessment Geophysical Survey Campaign 2025.
	Text22: The EPS Mitigation Strategy has been prepared with the intention to reduce injury and disturbances to EPS from proposed geophysical survey activities . Visual and acoustic measures have been included and the measures listed here are based on JNCC guidance for minimising the risk to marine mammals from geophysical surveys (JNCC, 2017). Survey vessels will adhere to the Scottish Marine Wildlife Watching Code provisions (SNH, 2017) and all parties contracted as part of the survey works will be made aware of the presence of any EPS within the area.
Mitigation measures will include:
- An 500m mitigation zone;
- Marine Mammal Observers (MMO) - Passive Acoustic Monitoring (PAM) to be operated during periods of poor weather/visibility conditions or darkness;
- Pre-start search;
- Soft start;
- Monitoring and reporting;
- Survey Vessel speed; and
- Toolbox talks.

See Section 4 of the Moray FLOW-Park EPS Risk Assessment Geophysical Survey Campaign 2025 for more information on the mitigation strategy for the proposed geophysical surveys.
	Check Box23: 
	0: Yes
	1: Off

	Text24: There are a number of protected sites within the vicinity of the proposed survey area for which EPS species are qualifying features. These sites are:
- The Southern Trench NCMPA - 33 km from Moray Firth-North FLOW Park and 48 km from Moray Firth-South FLOW-Park. Relevant designated features are minke whale, burrowed mud, shelf deeps and fronts;
- The Moray Firth SAC - both the Moray Firth-North and Moray Firth-South FLOW Parks are located within the southern part of this designated site. Relevant designated features are Annex I sandbanks and bottlenose dolphin;
- The Dornoch Firth and Morrich More SAC - 18 km from Moray Firth-North FLOW Park and 20 km from Moray Firth-South FLOW Park. Relevant designated features is otters. The area also supports a significant population of harbour seals, although these are not considered EPS;

Due to the close proximity of some of these designated sites to the proposed survey area, Moray FLOW-Park recognises that there is potential for interaction with designated or protected EPS features associated with these sites. However, as there is no potential for injury or significant disturbance to EPS in the vicinity of the survey operations, it is considered that there is no potential for any adverse effect on the integrity of these designated sites in relation to designated or protected EPS features. Furthermore, Section 4 of the Moray FLOW-Park EPS Risk Assessment Geophysical Survey Campaign 2025 outlines the mitigation measures that will be used to reduce the risk of disturbance and injury as a result of the geophysical survey activity

See Section 6.1 of the Moray FLOW-Park EPS Risk Assessment Geophysical Survey Campaign 2025  for more information on designated sites in the vicinity of the proposed geophysical survey works.
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	Check Box30: Yes
	Check Box31: Off
	Text33: The Moray Firth FLOW-Park (Safe Anchorage) is required to provide a sheltered temporary anchoring location for FLOW units during the fabrication, WTG integration and installation operations. The Safe Anchorage need is identified by Scottish Government, industry studies, and industry bodies as a primary facility and integral part of achieving Scotland FLOW ambitions. The sites in the Moray Firth were selected after a detailed assessment of potential locations around the Scottish coast. The sites met strict technical requirements whilst also being located close to potential fabrication and assembly ports to make the FLOW-Park commercially viable.
 
The Moray-Firth locations are the only suitable sites within the proximity of Ardersier and Cromarty Firth, whilst also being ideally located for the majority of the currently leased FLOW Project areas on the East and Northeast coast of Scotland. This process included engagement and feedback from Marine Directorate, Crown Estate Scotland, NatureScot, Ports and Developers. All the identified locations suitable for a Safe Anchorage are located within an SPA/SCA due to the need for an inshore and sheltered location, except for one site which was fully exposed to North Sea storms and therefore considered too high risk.
 
Therefore in-order to provide the required safe anchorage facility with the capacity to meet the Scottish Governments FLOW ambitions there is no suitable alternative to the Moray Firth sites, given the considerations stated above. To do nothing (in terms of site selection) would severely limit the ability to deliver the FLOW projects commercially.
 
Geophysical surveys are required to map the seabed (and record features such as boulders and unexploded ordnance), measure water depth and characterise layers of sediment or rock below the seabed. While there are potentially different types of equipment that can be used, this is often constrained by the specific purpose the geophysical survey that is being undertaken and in this instance the use of alternative equipment is deemed not be effective to meet the objectives of the survey. Therefore, there are no alternative options to the use of the geophysical equipment proposed for this survey.
 
The geophysical survey results will be used to identify any potential hazards that should be avoided by the development. The geophysical survey results will also be used to feed into the benthic survey scope and determine the spread of sample stations in this survey. Additionally, the geophysical survey results will be used within the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA). The key areas where the geophysical survey results will be used within the EIA are within the baseline characterisation of multiple technical topics. For example, within the modelling of coastal processes, benthic ecology and marine archaeology. This survey is fundamental to ensure a robust EIA is carried out for the Moray FLOW-Park. It is therefore considered that the ‘no satisfactory alternative test’ has been met and the project cannot be safely developed without the survey. 
 
The Geophysical survey is required to be conducted in 2025 to meet the overall FLOW-Park development timeline to have the site operational by Q4 2027/Q1 2028, and to meet obligations set-out in the Seabed Exclusivity agreement with Crown Estate Scotland. The survey needs to be conducted before the end of October to avoid the risk of significant weather delays due to winter weather. It is important that the survey is carried out within the proposed timings as it is a requirement for the EIA, any alterations to these timings would have implications to the project timeline. Additionally, it is vital that this project is consented on schedule to help support the Scottish Offshore Wind industry, where there are multiple licensed projects currently under development which will be accounting for the availability of this Project.
 
The survey duration is set by the area being surveyed and the tow speeds for the survey equipment and vessel capability, and the required line spacing to collect sufficient data. The tow speed is limited to a narrow speed band, - too fast and the data quality is affected - too slow and there is a risk of equipment damage and seabed impact. Therefore, there is limited opportunity to change the survey duration for the specified survey area. The equipment chosen for the survey is low powered and provides the minimal data required to assess the seabed conditions and properties to enable further design and optimisation of the FLOW-Park.  Alternative equipment (e.g. air guns, higher power seismic equipment) would create more noise and therefore could pose an injury risk to Mammals and Basking Sharks on-top of the disturbance risk. Whilst these higher power systems would provide a greater level of detail of the seabed properties, the Project  have chosen to proceed on a basis of survey equipment to provide the minimal viable information. To do nothing (in terms of Geophysical Survey), would mean that to progress the Project would need to conduct the design on assumed data followed by an extensive geotechnical study (involving Cone Penetration Testing and Boreholes) across the full site, which would create more noise and potentially higher injury and disturbance risk.  The Geophysical survey will enable a targeted Geotechnical investigation at limited number of locations, additionally the Geophysical survey will ensure that suitable locations can be selected to conduct future Benthic sampling by confirming there is no UXO at the chosen locations.
	Text38: 02/09/25
	Text40: 
	Text41: 
	Text42: 
	Text43: While the marine survey associated with the Moray FLOW-Park presents a temporary disturbance to a localised marine environment, it provides an important solution to the growing need for wet storage solutions for the UK offshore wind industry. Wet storage consenting is currently ranked in Scottish Renewables top 10 risks to successful roll out and delivery of local content for FLOW projects, and as such there is now industry-wide acceptance that temporary floating storage is required to enable the delivery of these projects and to unlock the capabilities of UK Ports and Infrastructure. 
Current port constraints and logistical challenges of movement, supply, weather and vessel availability restrict the number of floating foundations and/or fully assembled FLOW Units that can be positioned quayside or temporarily held. Given the increasing number of proposed floating offshore wind developments in the pipeline, there is a need for additional safe anchorage for storing these Units. The Moray FLOW-Park represents the UK's first FLOW Park location, and has the potential to support numerous offshore wind developments.
The Moray FLOW-Park will play a key role in the advancement of projects that generate electricity from renewable, low carbon and resource. Importantly, this resource is also indigenous and does not depend upon the geo-economic and geo-political risks attendant with importing fuels, a critical point given the UK's current energy crisis.
	Text44: The development of the Moray FLOW-Park (as a result of the proposed activity) will benefit the public socioeconomically, particularly on local or regional scales. The inshore coastal nature of the Moray FLOW-Park combined with the associated technical requirements creates a significant local value opportunity. The majority of the site's lifetime expenditure is anticipated to be delivered within the UK, with over half expected to be spent locally or regionally. In addition to economic investment, the project is also projected to create a substantial number of jobs, further supporting regional growth and employment.
	Text45: Public safety is paramount, and it is not possible to safely construct the Moray FLOW-Park without 
understanding ground conditions to enable appropriate design and installation of FLOW Units, or ensuring there is no UXO present within the area. Should the work not proceed, the completion of the Moray FLOW-Park would not be possible.
	Text46: The proposed activity will play a key role in the development of offshore wind farms, the development of which supports the Scottish Government's Offshore Wind Policy - "the Scottish Government plans to ensure that Scotland's long and positive association with renewables continues to go from strength to strength and is central to our green recovery. Scotland's people will be key to this, which will mean ensuring local communities can participate in, and benefit from Scotland's transition to net zero emissions" (2020). As the UK follows policies to meet its national and international commitments to greenhouse gas reduction, additional demands will be placed on domestic electricity supply as use of, for example, electric vehicles, increases. This project will provide additional support to the UK government’s national and international commitments to reduce greenhouse gases, which will bring long-term benefits. This project is also in line with the Scottish National Marine Plan objectives in Section 11. Offshore Wind and Marine Renewable Energy (2015), and supports the targets set in the Scottish Government's 'Securing a green recovery on a path to net zero: climate change plan 2018–2032' (Electricity, 2020) by producing renewable energy to aid the transition to net zero.
Moreover, as this is currently UK's first FLOW-Park location, this development offers a valuable case study that could inform future marine licensing frameworks. It has the potential to help regulators refine definitions and processes, particularly regarding safe anchorage locations.
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	Text10: MMR AAN No 3963
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	Text20: The Moray FLOW-Park aligns with a number of Scotland's National Marine Plan General Policies. The Moray FLOW-Park adheres to GEN 1 (General Planning Principle) and GEN 5 (Climate Change) of the National Marine Plan by contributing to the sustainable development and use of the marine environment in addition to supporting the UK's transition to a low-carbon economy through the development of infrastructure which supports the renewable energy industry. It also considers GEN 9 and GEN 13 through the implementation of mitigation measures to minimize disturbance to marine species and habitats through the EPS Mitigation Strategy, including noise reduction protocols. The project contributes to GEN 11 by supporting local employment and supply chains, and aligns with GEN 19 by being informed by robust environmental assessments and stakeholder engagement.
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