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▪ A total of 39 different fish and shellfish species were landed by commercial fishing vessels from 
rectangle 40E3 over this period; 

▪ The most abundant species caught in this rectangle were brown crab (Cancer pagurus, or C.P in 
the figures below), averaging around 520t per year (see Figure 12-4); and 

▪ Brown crab were also the most valuable catch from this rectangle, with a first sale value of around 
£1.1M per year (see Figure 12-5). 

Figure 12-3 Annual fishing effort for different fishing methods used within ICES Rectangle 
40E3 for the Period 2017-21 (Marine Scotland, 2022a) 
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14.3 Data Sources and Baseline 

14.3.1 Data Sources 

An initial desk-based literature and data review has been undertaken to characterise the Archaeology 
and Cultural Heritage baseline within the study area, and the findings are presented below.  Reference 
to Chapter 18 Cultural Heritage of the Environmental Statement (ES) for the Sound of Islay 
Demonstration Tidal Array, compiled by SPR (2010) was made to support this Scoping Report. 

The desk-based review was completed in accordance with the relevant sections of the Chartered 
Institute for Archaeologists (CIfA) Standard and Guidance for historic environment desk-based 
assessment (2014, revised January 2017 and October 2020).   

For this Scoping Report, only wreck sites with UKHO-verified positions were examined and cross-
checked with the Canmore database to assess the potential requirement for scoping in offshore 
cultural heritage assets.  The potential for submerged archaeological assets such as palaeolandscapes 
and prehistoric remains was assessed using relevant Strategic Environmental Assessment reports 
produced for the Government departments and other available public literature.  The baseline 
summary for seabed prehistory has been based on a review of geological mapping of seabed 
sediments, solid geology, and bathymetry from published British Geological Survey (BGS) sources.  The 
review carried out has allowed the initial identification of potential effects to Archaeology and Cultural 
Heritage baseline assets.  

The key reference sources examined for this report were: 

▪ The UKHO wrecks database, containing recorded wreck and obstruction data; 

▪ Statutory lists, registers and designated areas, including Lists of Scheduled Monuments, 
Designated Wrecks and Historic Marine Protected Areas; 

▪ The National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE) of Scotland, using the Canmore 
database website (https://canmore. org. uk/);  

▪ Historic Environment Records (HER) held by West of Scotland Archaeology Service (WOSAS) on 
behalf of Argyll and Bute Council containing a database of recorded archaeological sites, find 
spots, and archaeological events; and 

▪ Other publicly available website databases and publications, where used, are cited in the text.   

A preliminary heritage importance has been attributed to each identified asset, in order to assess 
whether to scope offshore cultural heritage assets in or out of the EIA. The level of importance 
assigned was based on several factors, including intrinsic, contextual and associative characteristics 
(HES Designation Policy and Selection Guidance 2019, Annex 5, paragraphs 15-17).  In line with good 
practice, a precautionary level of importance has been assigned until proven otherwise.  It should be 
noted that a site that has not been statutorily designated can still be of high importance.  Assets for 
which further information is unavailable are recorded as of uncertain importance.  

14.3.2 Overview of Offshore Baseline Environment 

14.3.2.1 Statutory Designations 
No marine cultural heritage statutory designations are present within the study area.  However, if the 
aircraft (Canmore ID 301248) or any other military aircraft are discovered, they would automatically 
fall under the Protection of Military Remains Act 1986 (PMRA 1986). 

14.3.2.2 Seabed Prehistory 
Hominids and humans have occupied the UK continental shelf (UKCS) at various times, with the earliest 
occupation extending back to around one million years (Parfitt et al., 2010), with coastal areas clearly 



Nova Innovation 
Òran na Mara  
EIA Scoping Report 

   

 
 

   

198 P2585_R6022_Rev3 | 4 August 2023 

  

  

attracting human populations, including landscapes that are now submerged (Bailey et al., 2020).  This 
is the case for the west coast of Scotland, which comprises a complex network of bodies of water that 
would have attracted prehistoric settlers along these coastal areas.   

Around the coastline of this part of western Scotland, sea level changes since the end of the 
Pleistocene and the beginning of the Holocene period around 12,000 years ago appear to have been 
complex, as evidenced by the isostatic uplift, with changes in absolute sea level interacting with 
changes in land level due to isostatic rebound (Shennan and Horton, 2002).  

The Strategic Environmental Assessment of the area around Islay has suggested that submerged 
landscapes and associated deposits with palaeo environmental potential may occur where there are 
low beach and offshore gradients, with topographic shelter and a context of cohesive deposits, such 
as Peat, in which archaeological remains are embedded (Wickham-Jones and Dawson, 2006).  Finds of 
stone artefacts have been discovered across Scotland, including the thousands of lithic artefacts found 
in the intertidal zone of Lussa Bay, Isle of Jura (Canmore ID 38648).  These mostly date to the Mesolithic 
with some dating to the Neolithic, and included tree fragments, hazelnut shells and a handful of 
artefacts (http://splashcos-viewer.eu/). 

The presence of relict shorelines above current sea levels, due to the complex evidence of isostatic 
uplift and marine transgressions around the coastline of this part of western Scotland, may result in a 
low potential for submerged prehistoric remains and landscapes in the study area (BGS, 2020; Dawson 
et al., 2017; Wickham-Jones and Dawson, 2006).  However, there is still the potential for the presence 
of as yet undiscovered in situ prehistoric sites and finds, located within the inundated nearshore 
palaeogeography and any discoveries will be of national importance, above or below sea level.   

14.3.2.3 Maritime Archaeology 
Maritime archaeological sites can be considered to comprise two broad categories; the remains of 
vessels that have been lost as a result of stranding, foundering, collision, enemy action and other 
causes, and those sites that consist of vessel-related material.   

Wreck related debris includes (but is not limited to) equipment lost overboard or deliberately 
jettisoned such as fishing gear, ammunition and anchors or the only surviving remains of a vessel such 
as its cargo or a ballast mound. 

Shipwrecks on the seabed provide an insight on the types of vessels used in the past, the nature of 
shipping activity in the wider area and the changing usage of the marine environment through 
different periods.  Such remains are considered more likely in sediments which promote the 
preservation of wreck sites (e.g.finer grained sediments that are not subject to high levels of mobility), 
particularly where such sediments have seen limited, recent disturbance.   

Shipwreck inventories and documentary sources are usually biased towards the 18th century and later 
when more systematic reporting began.  Therefore, there are few known historical records of wrecks 
from medieval or earlier periods. 

However, the coastal archaeological evidence indicates prolonged exploitation of the marine 
environment within the study area, as attested by the seafaring communities of the Kingdom of Dál 
Riata (Argyll) which emerged during the 6th century AD and exploited the islands within Argyll and 
Bute (ScARF).  These waters were a major navigation route from north to south along the Inner 
Hebrides and were used as trading routes and fishing grounds from prehistoric times (Wessex, 2012).  
The strongly maritime nature of medieval west Scotland is well-known (see Caldwell, 2015 and Martin, 
2017 for example), with Islay acting as the seat of the Lords of the Isles from the mid-12th century.  
Port Askaig has for centuries been a gateway to Islay, serving as the ferry port for both Islay and Jura.  
Ships from West Loch Tarbert on Kintyre have called at this port since the 1700s and it was a 
destination of a steamer service from Glasgow in the early 1800s.  The western isles have seen a fair 
share of World War activity as attested by the numerous memorials and plaques to those who lost 
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lives during both wars, including the American Monument on the Oa commemorating the lives lost at 
sea during the First World War.  

Not all wartime losses have been located and, therefore, there is high potential for both unknown, 
unrecorded vessels and reported but unlocated losses to have sunk in the study area over many 
centuries.  A list of known historic marine assets within the study area and surrounding areas is listed 
in Table 14-1 and depicted on Figure 14-1. 

Examples of 19th and 20th century vessels (reported losses) that could be in the study area are listed 
in Table 14-1.  As these are recorded losses, the positional data is unreliable and serves only to provide 
an indication of the type of vessel that navigated around this coastline.  In many cases these locations 
are only a set of general coordinates, a general distance and bearing from a landmark, or the location 
of the crew’s dinghy.  Nonetheless, these highlight the potential for further archaeological material to 
be present within the study area. 

14.3.2.4 Aviation Archaeology 
Marine aviation archaeology assets comprise the remains or associated remains of military and civilian 
aircraft that have been lost at sea.  Evidence is divided into three primary time periods based on major 
technological advances in aircraft design: Pre-1939; 1939-1945; and post-1945.   

There are no known aircraft remains charted within the study area.  However, there is one recorded 
loss located within the wider study area (Table 14-2).  This consists of an aircraft that was lost near 
Port Askaig in October 1945. 

Maritime aircraft crash sites can retain a significant amount of material, whilst being an ephemeral 
target to identify, with the potential for in situ human remains.  Aircraft are protected under the PMRA 
1986 and there is a significant possibility that aircraft material may be present within the study area.   
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Table 14-1 Known marine heritage assets located in the wider study area 

Name Other 
Reference 

Description Latitude 
(WGS84 
UTM29N) 

Longitude 
(WGS84 
UTM29N) 

Distance to 
Study Area 

Importance 

Wyre 
Majestic 
(Bow 
section) 

UKHO_3754 

Canmore_1166
867 

HER_70814 

British trawler, wrecked on 18 
October 1974. Ran aground 
during passage from Oban for 
Fleetwood.  Listed in the UKHO 
record as a dangerous wreck.  In 
2001 this site was surveyed and 
confirmed to be the Wyre 
Majestic which shifted due to bad 
weather.  The wreck lies in 8 
metres of water with the mast 
showing at low water.  The wreck 
is broken in two with the stern 
part remaining in its charted 
position on the rocks (see UKHO 
59247), while the bow section lies 
further south.  Site was last 
surveyed in 2010, however, the 
bow section was not located at 
listed position. 

6196754 680198.3 Within 
exploratory 
cable route 
(North Islay) 

Medium 

Wyre 
Majestic 
(Stern 
section) 

UKHO_59247 

HER_70814 

Part of UKHO 3754.  British 
trawler, wrecked on 18 October 
1974.  Ran aground during 
passage from Oban for 
Fleetwood.  Listed in the UKHO 
record as a wreck showing any 
portion of hull or superstructure.  
In 2001 this site was surveyed and 
confirmed to be the Wyre 
Majestic which shifted due to bad 
weather.  The wreck lies in 8 
metres of water with the mast 
showing at low water.  The wreck 
is broken in two with the stern 
part remaining in its charted 
position on the rocks, while the 
bow section lies further south 
(see UKHO 3754). 

6196785 680080.1 Outwith 
study area 

Medium 

Obstruct
ion 

UKHO_57779 

Canmore_1024
74 

HER_70846 

Anchor and a shackle.  This was 
lost by MV Hebridean Princess as 
recorded by the UKHO in 1999.  
Area last surveyed in 2010 and 
recorded as not located by 
multibeam, however retained as 
foul ground. 

6197649 679873 Outwith 
study area 

Low 

Lily 
Melling 

UKHO_3750 

Canmore_1024
74 

HER_70846 

Trawler, wrecked on 08 March 
1929.  Listed in the UKHO record 
as a dangerous wreck.  Later 
amended too dead.  Was 
abandoned after grounding in the 
sound of Islay.  First reported by 
SS Anstruther in 1929, but survey 
in 1996 stated it was possibly Lily 
Melling and may have been above 
water for a time after running 
aground and in a better position 
to be seen/located.  It was not 

6195031 681398 Within 
exploratory 
cable route 
(Jura) 

Medium 
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Name Other 
Reference 

Description Latitude 
(WGS84 
UTM29N) 

Longitude 
(WGS84 
UTM29N) 

Distance to 
Study Area 

Importance 

located after survey carried out in 
2010. 

Glen 
Holme 

UKHO_3798 

Canmore_1191
59 

HER_70846 

British steamship, wrecked on 28 
May 1893.  Listed in the UKHO 
record as a dangerous wreck.  
Later amended to dead.  Built in 
1870 by Denton, Gray and Co. of 
Hartlepool, its passage was from 
Windan, Russia for Ardrossan.  
Owned at time of wrecking by 
Hine Brothers, after it collided 
with the Danish SS G P A KOCH.  
Remains of one boiler, compound 
expansion engine and single shaft 
surveyed in 1996.  Not located in 
2010 but may lay closer ashore. 

6192464 682201.6 Outwith 
study area 

High 

Venus Canmore_1152
17 

HER_70842 

Steamship, wrecked on the 03 
January 1943.  The steamship 
master was T.C. Bryner of 
Amsterdam, bound from Loch 
Ewe to Iceland, via Oban to join a 
convoy, with a cargo of coal.  
Grounded on a rock three miles 
north of McArthurs Head.  The 
cause of this was the compass 
being deflected by the iron on the 
bridge and swift currents.  The 
vessel refloated and drifted to 
Bonahaven (Bunnahabhainn) and 
is now aground there. 

6196767.067 679896.8657 Outwith 
study area 

High 

Unknow
n 

HER_60258 18th to 20th century hulk.  Site 
was examined in 2003 by EASE 
Archaeology and recorded the 
rusting hulk as that of a steamer 
lying on its side in shallow waters.  
The surviving section measures 
app.  25m long, with the 
wheelhouse and boilers 
remaining intact.  

6196746.392 680098.8954 Outwith 
study area 

High 
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Table 14-2 Examples of recorded losses within the wider study area 

Name HER ID Canmore ID Date of Loss Description 

Unknown 92471 32957 1828 Islay-Jura ferry lost near Jura on the 21 May 1828.  
Eight lives were lost.  

Rock 86184 272181 1830 Craft; Rock also referred to as Portaskay; Islay; 
Atlantic.  Date of loss cited as 26 June 1830.  Rock 
was driven ashore during a heavy gale on his journey 
to Liverpool to Aberdeen.  No location assigned and 
it is likely the vessel was recovered.  

Swallow  86028 274621 1838 Craft; Swallow also referred to as Bay of Ardnahowe; 
Port Askaig; Atlantic.  Date of loss cited as 25 
February 1838.  The vessel was driven ashore on its 
journey to London from Limerick.  It masted was 
removed and the crew saved.  No location assigned 
and it is likely the vessel was recovered.  

British Queen  85721 274994 1840 Craft; British Queen also referred to as 'Near British 
Queen'; Islay; Atlantic.  Date of loss 24 January 1840.  
the vessel was driven ashore near Jura, Sound of 
Islay on its way to Hull from Bangor.  Cargo was 
discharged on the shore.  No location assigned and it 
is likely the vessel was recovered.  

Undine  92217 275309  
326092 

1842 Craft; Undine also referred to as Port Askaig; Islay; 
Atlantic.  Date of loss cited as 17 March 1842.  Was 
run on the beach near Bowmore, Isle of Islay where 
it lay wind bound parted two anchors.  No location 
assigned and it is likely the vessel was recovered.  

Unknown  71010 275400 1843 Craft; also referred to as Port Askaig; Islay; Atlantic.  
Date of loss cited as 14 January 1843, near the Port 
of Askaig, Sound of Islay.  A vessel reported was 
ashore at Port Askaig and expected to become a 
wreck, but crew scuttled.  No location assigned and 
it is likely the vessel was recovered.  

Montcalm 92129 326111 1847 Schooner, wrecked on the 16 April 1847.  Registered 
in Belfast.  Stranded at Mull of Kinho.  

Isabella  91949 327545 1856 Craft.  Date of loss cited as 26 April 1856.  The vessel 
was stranded near Port Askaig and then slipped into 
deep water.  The vessel was recovered in July 1856. 

Unknown 87112 284465 1859 Craft; also referred to as Mull of Kinshoe; Port 
Askaig.  Date of loss cited as 22 March 1859.  
Reported as a large vessel strewn with logs and that 
it may have washed ashore.  The location given is 
likely where the reports of wreck pieces were 
discovered but possible it broke up offshore.  

Unknown 91900 325544 1859 Craft.  Date of loss cited as 22 March 1859.  
Wreckage was washed ashore at Mull of Kinahoe, 
Islay.  The location given is likely where the reports 
of wreck pieces were discovered but possible it 
broke up offshore.  

Unknown  87325 286279 1866 Brig.  Date of loss cited as 20 January 1866, in the 
Sound of Islay.  Two vessels, Isleman and Xantho 
reported a brig ashore in the Sound of Islay.  Xantho 
reported that the brig was full of paraffin oil.  No 
location has been assigned and it is likely the vessel 
was recovered.  

Conquest  83739 255821 1866 Craft; also referred to as Conquest; Ardnahoe; Port 
Askaig; Atlantic.  Date of loss sited as 16 January 
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Name HER ID Canmore ID Date of Loss Description 

1866 went ashore near the Rua Vaal lighthouse.  
Departed New York for Yalmouth.  Cargo of 
petroleum was recovered.  On 16 February 1866, the 
vessel was seen being towed to Glasgow.  

Unknown 87362 286280 1866 Craft; also referred to as Port Askaig; Islay; Atlantic.  
Date of loss cited as 20 January 1866.  Reported by 
Isleman and Xantho stating there was a brig laden 
with timber at Colonsay. No location assigned and it 
is likely the vessel was recovered.  

Unknown 79627 301245 1893 Craft; also referred to as Port Askaig; Islay; Atlantic; 
E G McIntosh.  Date of loss cited as 17 November 
1893.  Vessel was driven from moorings and 
stranded at Port Askaig.  This record remains unclear 
and is probably another vessel, E G McIntosh, that 
was lost on the same day in the same location.  

A G Mackintosh 88845 220670 1893 Lugger; also referred to as Port Askaig; Ann G 
MacKintosh; E G McIntosh.  Date of loss cited as 17 
November 1893.  Vessel was driven from moorings 
and stranded at Port Askaig.  This record remains 
unclear and is tied in with another vessel (301245) 
that was lost on the same day.  

Kilkerran  79628 220671 1893 Lugger; also referred to as Cn 369; Kilkeran; Caolila 
Bay; Atlantic; Kilkeran.  Date of loss cited as 17 
November 1893.  The wooden fishing vessel was 
driven from moorings and stranded in Caol Ila Bay.  
There is no location assigned and it is likely the vessel 
was recovered.  

Janet 79629 220673 1893 Date of loss cited as 17 November 1893.  The 
wooden fishing vessel was driven from moorings and 
stranded in Caol Ila Bay.  Owned by M & L Currie, 
Bowmore, Islay at time of loss.  There is no location 
assigned and it is likely the vessel was recovered.  

Maggie Ann 79630 220674 1893 Lugger; also referred to as Maggies Ann; Caol Ilay 
Bay; Caolila Bay; Atlantic; Maggie Ann.  Date of loss 
cited as 18 November 1893.  The wooden fishing 
vessel was driven from moorings and stranded in 
Caol Ila Bay.  Owned by J.  Slater and A.  Slater, 
Hopeman at time of loss.  There is no location 
assigned and it is likely the vessel was recovered.  

Peep O'Day 82856 
81287 

325641 1893 Lugger; also referred to as Peep O Day; '200 yards 
North of Port Askaig Pier'; Atlantic.  Date of loss cited 
as 17 November 1893.  The wooden fishing lugger 
was owned by N.  Morrison, Campbelltown, at time 
of loss, with a cargo of ballast.  It broke free of its 
moorings and stranded.  There is no location 
assigned and it is likely the vessel was recovered.   

Unknown 88849 301919 1894 Ketch; also referred to as Islay; Atlantic; St Abbs.  
Date of loss cited as 13 November 1894.  The vessel 
as ashore on Whitefarlane bay, Jura, with a cargo of 
salt.  The location given is vaguelydefined.  

Unknown 92063 324982 1929 Craft.  Year of loss cited as 1929.  No other 
information is available.  

Unknown  88844 301244 1942 Steamship; also referred to as 'Near Port Askaig'; 
Islay; Atlantic; Unknown 1944.  Date of loss cited as 
22 November 1942.  No cargo specified.  There is no 
location assigned and it is likely the vessel was 
recovered.  




