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Member of Public 2435

From: [Redacted]

To: MD Marine Renewables

Subject: OBJECTION SPIORAD NA MARA OFFSHORE WIND FARM
Date: 21 March 2026 11:32:40

I OBJECT to the above proposed offshore windfarm for the reasons below.

HEIGHT AND CLOSE PROXIMITY TO SHORELINE.

6k from the shore ( at the suggestion of Western Isles Council) is intrusive and impossible
to ignore.

1246 ft or 380 metres high and 66 turbines is higher than the neighbouring hills at
Shawbost and out of scale with the natural landscape.

NOISE AND FLASHING LIGHTS AT NIGHT unacceptable in a quiet rural crofting
area.

DANGER TO BIRDS AND MARINE LIFE. This section of water is a marine highway
for Sea Eagles, Gannets, Basking Shark, and many Whale species.

TOURISM will decline. Tourists come to Lewis from worldwide to see pristine, raw
wilderness and oceanscapes NOT industrial landscape of turbines and pylons. Surfers,
birdwatchers, photographers will go elsewhere. Holiday cottages, hotels and restaurants
will suffer.

ONSHORE SUBSTATION at Barvas will be an eyesore, dominating the landscape.
DISHONESTY ABOUT LOCAL JOB CREATION.
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Member of Public 2436
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Member of Public 2438
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Member of Public 2440
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Member of Public 2441
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Member of Public 2442
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Member of Public 2443
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Member of Public 2444
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Member of Public 2445
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Member of Public 2446
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Member of Public 2447
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Member of Public 2448
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Member of Public 2449
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Member of Public 2450
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Member of Public 2451
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Member of Public 2452
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Member of Public 2453
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Member of Public 2454
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Member of Public 2455
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Member of Public 2456
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Member of Public 2457

Please Email to MD.MarineRenewables@gov.scot By 7th May 2026
Or Post to: Marine Directorate, Licensing Operations Team, Scottish Gov, 375 Victoria Road, Aberdeen, AB11 9DB

My address: [Redacte
[Redact
Postcode: [Redacte Email:
[Redacted] Date: _04/08/26

MD-00011742 & MD-00011743 - Spiorad na Mara Limited - Spiorad na Mara Offshore Wind Farm - Isle of Lewis

| formally object to the above application as it contravenes the following planning policies and guidance:

Lack of Community Engagement: There was no consultation with the communities of west Lewis before Crown
Estate Scotland identified and leased the N4 area for development. The plan was imposed on them without consent.
Scotland’s National Marine Plan (NMP) GEN 18 ‘Early and effective engagement should be undertaken with the
general public and all interested stakeholders to facilitate planning and consenting processes.’

NMP Para. 4.77 ‘Engagement with the public and other stakeholders should be appropriate, proportionate and
meaningful. It should be undertaken as early as possible in planning and consenting processes,’

NPF4 Spatial Principles - Just Transition. ‘We will empower people to shape their places.’

Lack of understanding of Cultural Significance: The EIAR makes no reference to the personal, cultural or historical
attachment of the population of Lewis to their landscape and heritage, and fails to assess impacts on the living
intangible heritage of the Gaelic community. Until a full assessment addressing impacts on Gaelic language and
culture, community wellbeing, and west Lewis communities' relationship with their coastline is completed and
publicly consulted upon, this application cannot lawfully be determined.

NMP Para. 4.20 ‘The historic environment includes all aspects of the environment resulting from the interaction
between people and places through time,’.

NPF4 Policy 7 a ‘Development proposals with a potentially significant impact on historic assets or places will be
accompanied by an assessment which is based on an understanding of the cultural significance of the historic asset
and/or place.’

Significant Adverse Impacts on Protected Birdlife and Habitats: The development occupies primary foraging
grounds for the Lewis Peatlands SPA red-throated divers, falls within the foraging range of the St Kilda gannet
colony, and crosses a principal UK migratory corridor for protected species, including whooper swan and pink-footed
goose. The EIAR fails to adequately assess the threats of collision, displacement, and barrier effects to these
declining populations. Thus, consent would breach the Conservation (Natural Habitats &c.) Regulations 1994, the
2018 Offshore Regulations, the Marine (Scotland) Act 2010, and the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981, as the
proposal is likely to adversely affect the integrity of the following SPA’s: Lewis Peatlands, West Coast of the Outer
Hebrides, Seas off St Kilda and St Kilda.

NPF4 Policy 7 | ‘Development proposals affecting a World Heritage Site or its setting will only be supported where
their Outstanding Universal Value is protected and preserved.’

NPF4 Policy 11 e ix Impact on ‘biodiversity including impacts on birds’ must be addressed.

Failure to Protect the Integrity and Setting of Scheduled Monuments: The EIAR anticipates significant adverse
effects on coastal heritage. It fails to assess the impact on key scheduled monuments such as SM13786. The proposal

would harm the Calanais monuments and wider historic landscape by introducing an industrial horizon into their
natural surroundings, fundamentally undermining the meaning, experience, and interconnected setting of these
sites, directly conflicting with NPF4 Policy 7. There are many alternative sites for offshore wind development and no
reasons of over-riding public interest for choosing this site.

NMP Para. 4.22 ‘Marine planning should help to ensure that future marine activities and developments can be
carried out in a way that respects the marine historic environment and the setting of important coastal heritage
assets.” Para. 4.23 ‘Designated assets should be protected in situ within an appropriate setting’.

NPF4 Policy 7 h ‘Development proposals affecting scheduled monuments will only be supported where:’ ii ‘significant
adverse impacts on the integrity of the setting of a scheduled monument are avoided, or iii exceptional circumstances


mailto:MD.MarineRenewables@gov.scot

have been demonstrated to justify the impact on a scheduled monument and its setting and impacts on the
monument or its setting have been minimised.’

Unassessed Onshore Impacts and Breach of Statutory Rights of Crofters: Granting offshore consent while onshore
impacts on irreplaceable machair and deep peatland remain unassessed, directly contravenes NPF4 Policy 3, which
requires biodiversity (including irreplaceable habitats) to be left in a demonstrably better state. In addition the
proposal fails to engage the statutory rights of crofters under the Crofters (Scotland) Act 1993.

NMP Para. 4.77 ‘There should be a presumption in favour of publicising applications for marine and terrestrial
components of a development together during consenting processes.’

Irreparable Harm to the Tourism Economy and Coastal Character: The Spiorad na Mara wind farm would
permanently industrialise the unspoiled coastal scenery and dark skies on the Isle of Lewis, destroying the very
qualities that attract visitors to the island. Local residents have consistently warned during consultation that this
visual impact would decimate the tourist industry on which so many islanders depend. Tourism is built on the area’s
landscape, seascape, heritage, nature, and dark skies. This development risks long-term damage to local businesses
and the wider economy, contrary to NPF4 Policy 30.

NMP, Para. 12.28 ‘An unspoiled environment, high quality landscape and a sense of closeness to nature are
important to many people. Scenery and environmental quality are key factors in attracting visitors to Scotland’s
coasts,

Community Opposition and lack of Community Empowerment: The Community Opinion Survey on the Spiorad na
Mara Offshore Wind Farm Development (N4) published by www.emg-lewis.co.uk in April 2026 found that 88% of
residents from Ness to Uig opposed the N4 development. Approving this project against such overwhelming local
consensus would directly contravene the National Islands Plan's commitment to community empowerment.

The National Islands Plan, page 65, para. 5 ‘Our vision is for islanders to be empowered to shape their own priorities,
build their futures, and protect what makes their communities unique.’

My further objection points:

The Scottish Governments policy on offshore wind farms requires urgent review, as instanced by this application
and the similar application for ‘MachairWind ‘west of Colonsay. We risk destroying our internationaly valued asset,
the Hebrides for no gain for the people of Scotland and no net gain in the attempt to address Climate Change. We
need

Energy consumption reduction

Generation near and appropriate to consumption, how much energy does Lewis use? Allow small localy run turbines
to supply local need cheaply for real benifit. eg, Eigg, tiree, Gigha, Canna.

Revision of the endless quest for growth
Rethink the treatment of Al Data centres, if these go ahead most progress towards Net Zero will be reversed.
Insulation of buildings

Protection of the environment is part of the same challenge as climate change. The greed of corporate bodys,
multinational companies, big oil and private energy companies who all lobby for their gain at the expense of the
public, the environment, climate and the formerly habitable planet earth.

Wake up Governments!


http://www.emg-lewis.co.uk/

This planning decision is about the long-term future and the character of a landscape and community that cannot be
replaced once altered at this scale. Spiorad na Mara Offshore Wind Farm would cause significant, cumulative and
largely irreversible harm to landscape and seascape character, heritage setting, and the tourism economy.

I respectfully request that this application is rejected.

Yours sincerely,

[Redacted]
*Signature:(type your name here)

*Note | confirm that the views expressed in this email are my own and | intend for this typed name to act as my signature

I have put an X in this box because | want my personal details to be kept confidential.




Member of Public 2458

[Redacted]
From:
To: MD Marine Licensing
Subject: late formal objection to the proposed Spiorad Na Mara offshore wind farm application
Date: 05 August 2026 20:27:09

Please find below a late objection to the proposed Spiorad na mar
windfarm, which | respectfully request that you will accept in the
light of the fact that he land based planning proposal is still open
for objections,
best regards,

[Redacted]

Subject: FORMAL OBJECTION: Spiorad na Mara Offshore Wind Farm Application
To: Marine Directorate Licensing Operations Team (MS.MarineLicensing@gov.scot)
Date: 5 August 2026

RE: Representation regarding the Section 36 Consent and Marine Licence
Applications for the proposed Spiorad na Mara Offshore Wind Farm.

Dear Sir/Madam,

I am writing to formally register my objection to the application
submitted by Northland Power for the Spiorad na Mara Offshore Wind
Farm, located off the west coast of the Isle of Lewis.

Although I am not a resident of Scotland, | believe this project sets

a damaging precedent for marine planning, environmental preservation,
and coastal heritage that warrants international concern. | request

that Scottish Ministers take the following material planning
considerations into account and refuse consent for this development:

Unacceptable Landscape and Seascape Impact: The proposed installation
of 60 turbines, standing at heights of up to 300 metres and situated

as close as 5 to 13 kilometres from the shore, represents an
overwhelming industrialisation of a globally renowned, pristine

natural seascape. The visual pollution will permanently degrade the
unique character of the Hebridean coastline.

Severe Threat to Globally Significant Gannet Populations: The project
site lies directly within the core foraging and transit paths between

the world-renowned Northern gannet colonies of Sulasgeir and St Kilda.
Gannets are uniquely vulnerable to offshore turbines because they
habitually fly at blade-sweep height and focus their vision downward

on the water while hunting. The introduction of 60 massive turbines
creates an unacceptable risk of mass mortality through direct blade
collision and severe habitat displacement for a species already facing
significant ecological pressure.

Deficiencies in the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA): | echo the
formal concerns raised by Combhairle nan Eilean Siar regarding the
developer's EIA. The assessment fails to provide a robust,
comprehensive, and systematic evaluation of the long-term ecological
risks to local marine life, seabird populations, and fragile coastal
ecosystems.

Severe Weather and Engineering Risks: The harsh, unpredictable
Atlantic conditions off the west of Lewis present extreme engineering
challenges. The potential for structural failure or accelerated
degradation in these volatile waters poses an unmitigated safety and
environmental hazard to the marine environment.



For these reasons, | urge the Scottish Government to reject the
Spiorad na Mara application in its current form to protect this
irreplaceable natural environment and its wildlife.

Please acknowledge receipt of this representation and keep me informed
of any updates regarding the determination of this application.

Yours faithfully,

[Redacted]



Member of Public 2459

Please Email to MD.MarineRenewables@gov.scot By 7th May 2026
Or Post to: Marine Directorate, Licensing Operations Team, Scottish Gov, 375 Victoria Road, Aberdeen, AB11 9DB

My address: [Redacted]
Postcode: [Redact Email: [Redacted] Date: 10 August 2026

MD-00011742 & MD-00011743 - Spiorad na Mara Limited - Spiorad na Mara Offshore Wind Farm - Isle of Lewis

| formally object to the above application as it contravenes the following planning policies and guidance:

Lack of Community Engagement: There was no consultation with the communities of west Lewis before Crown
Estate Scotland identified and leased the N4 area for development. The plan was imposed on them without consent.
Scotland’s National Marine Plan (NMP) GEN 18 ‘Early and effective engagement should be undertaken with the
general public and all interested stakeholders to facilitate planning and consenting processes.’

NMP Para. 4.77 ‘Engagement with the public and other stakeholders should be appropriate, proportionate and
meaningful. It should be undertaken as early as possible in planning and consenting processes,’

NPF4 Spatial Principles - Just Transition. ‘We will empower people to shape their places.’

Lack of understanding of Cultural Significance: The EIAR makes no reference to the personal, cultural or historical
attachment of the population of Lewis to their landscape and heritage, and fails to assess impacts on the living
intangible heritage of the Gaelic community. Until a full assessment addressing impacts on Gaelic language and
culture, community wellbeing, and west Lewis communities' relationship with their coastline is completed and
publicly consulted upon, this application cannot lawfully be determined.

NMP Para. 4.20 ‘The historic environment includes all aspects of the environment resulting from the interaction
between people and places through time,’.

NPF4 Policy 7 a ‘Development proposals with a potentially significant impact on historic assets or places will be
accompanied by an assessment which is based on an understanding of the cultural significance of the historic asset
and/or place.’

Significant Adverse Impacts on Protected Birdlife and Habitats: The development occupies primary foraging
grounds for the Lewis Peatlands SPA red-throated divers, falls within the foraging range of the St Kilda gannet
colony, and crosses a principal UK migratory corridor for protected species, including whooper swan and pink-footed
goose. The EIAR fails to adequately assess the threats of collision, displacement, and barrier effects to these
declining populations. Thus, consent would breach the Conservation (Natural Habitats &c.) Regulations 1994, the
2018 Offshore Regulations, the Marine (Scotland) Act 2010, and the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981, as the
proposal is likely to adversely affect the integrity of the following SPA’s: Lewis Peatlands, West Coast of the Quter
Hebrides, Seas off St Kilda and St Kilda.

NPF4 Policy 7 | ‘Development proposals affecting a World Heritage Site or its setting will only be supported where
their Outstanding Universal Value is protected and preserved.’

NPF4 Policy 11 e ix Impact on ‘biodiversity including impacts on birds” must be addressed.

Failure to Protect the Integrity and Setting of Scheduled Monuments: The EIAR anticipates significant adverse
effects on coastal heritage. It fails to assess the impact on key scheduled monuments such as SM13786. The proposal
would harm the Calanais monuments and wider historic landscape by introducing an industrial horizon into their
natural surroundings, fundamentally undermining the meaning, experience, and interconnected setting of these
sites, directly conflicting with NPF4 Policy 7. There are many alternative sites for offshore wind development and no
reasons of over-riding public interest for choosing this site.

NMP Para. 4.22 ‘Marine planning should help to ensure that future marine activities and developments can be
carried out in a way that respects the marine historic environment and the setting of important coastal heritage
assets.” Para. 4.23 ‘Designated assets should be protected in situ within an appropriate setting’.

NPF4 Policy 7 h ‘Development proposals affecting scheduled monuments will only be supported where:’ ii ‘significant
adverse impacts on the integrity of the setting of a scheduled monument are avoided, or iii exceptional circumstances
have been demonstrated to justify the impact on a scheduled monument and its setting and impacts on the
monument or its setting have been minimised.’
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Unassessed Onshore Impacts and Breach of Statutory Rights of Crofters: Granting offshore consent while onshore
impacts on irreplaceable machair and deep peatland remain unassessed, directly contravenes NPF4 Policy 3, which

requires biodiversity (including irreplaceable habitats) to be left in a demonstrably better state. In addition the
proposal fails to engage the statutory rights of crofters under the Crofters (Scotland) Act 1993.

NMP Para. 4.77 ‘There should be a presumption in favour of publicising applications for marine and terrestrial
components of a development together during consenting processes.’

Irreparable Harm to the Tourism Economy and Coastal Character: The Spiorad na Mara wind farm would
permanently industrialise the unspoiled coastal scenery and dark skies on the Isle of Lewis, destroying the very

qualities that attract visitors to the island. Local residents have consistently warned during consultation that this
visual impact would decimate the tourist industry on which so many islanders depend. Tourism is built on the area’s
landscape, seascape, heritage, nature, and dark skies. This development risks long-term damage to local businesses
and the wider economy, contrary to NPF4 Policy 30.

NMP, Para. 12.28 ‘An unspoiled environment, high quality landscape and a sense of closeness to nature are
important to many people. Scenery and environmental quality are key factors in attracting visitors to Scotland’s
coasts,

Community Opposition and lack of Community Empowerment: The Community Opinion Survey on the Spiorad na
Mara Offshore Wind Farm Development (N4) published by www.emg-lewis.co.uk in April 2026 found that 88% of
residents from Ness to Uig opposed the N4 development. Approving this project against such overwhelming local
consensus would directly contravene the National Islands Plan's commitment to community empowerment.

The National Islands Plan, page 65, para. 5 ‘Our vision is for islanders to be empowered to shape their own priorities,
build their futures, and protect what makes their communities unique.’

My further objection points:

| lived on the Isle of Harris as a child and attended two local schools. | still have family members living on the Island
of Lewis. As an outsider | can add nothing to the points above, beyond a conviction that this proposal will be hugely
damaging to the whole fabric of the islands — the environment, economy, social cohesion, and culture. It will
industrialise a unique and beautiful space, a sad destruction of a way of life which will deeply affect the
communities who live and work there.

This planning decision is about the long-term future and the character of a landscape and community that cannot be
replaced once altered at this scale. Spiorad na Mara Offshore Wind Farm would cause significant, cumulative and
largely irreversible harm to landscape and seascape character, heritage setting, and the tourism economy.

I respectfully request that this application is rejected.

Yours sincerely,

*Signature:(type your name here)  [Redacted]
*Note | confirm that the views expressed in this email are my own and | intend for this typed name to act as my signature

X | I have put an X in this box because | want my personal details to be kept confidential.
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Member of Public 2460

[Redacted] [Redacted]

[Redacted] [Redacted]



[Redacted]



Member of Public 2461

[Redacted] [Redacted] [Redacted]



[Redacted]



	Sina MacRae
	OBJECTION SPIORAD NA MARA OFFSHORE WIND FARM
	Peggy to John Mackillop
	N A Macleod to Malcolm Morrison Shearer
	John murdo Martin to Alastair Dunlop
	Mark Jardine
	Deborah Murrish
	Susannah Lacon



