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1 Introduction 

1.1 Scottish Hydro Electric Power Distribution plc (SHEPD) holds a licence under the Electricity Act 1989 for the distri-
bution of electricity in the north of Scotland including the Islands. It has a statutory duty to provide an economic 
and efficient system for the distribution of electricity and to ensure that its assets are maintained to ensure a 
safe, secure and reliable supply to customers. 

1.2 The wider project extends from Ardmore on Isle of Skye to South Uist with the aim of reinforcing the 33kV subsea 
network. This reinforcement will provide supply and redundancy for South Uist, delivering enhanced energy secu-
rity and resilience to the Western Isles.  

1.3 As part of this remit, SHEPD has identified a need to replace the existing subsea cable between Skye and South 
Uist based on routine inspection data. These works are essential to maintain network security. 

1.4 SHEPD is proposing to replace the existing subsea cable between Skye - South Uist with a cable between Loch 
Pooltiel in Skye and South Uist. A complementary marine licence application is being submitted for a new subsea 
cable link between Ardmore and Loch Pooltiel on Skye. The cables will help to support SHEPD’s ambition of a 
transition to net zero carbon emissions and will play an active role in delivering the UK and Scottish Governments’ 
respective 2050 and 2045 targets. 

1.5 SHEPD is proposing to bury the cable where possible. It is anticipated that the new cable will be surface laid on 
the seabed for approximately 20.6 km in length where burial is not feasible due to seabed conditions, e.g. boulder 
fields and bedrock. At each shore end, the addition of split pipe is proposed to provide protection to the cable 
which will amount to approximately 0.7 km in total.  

1.6  SHEPD anticipate that it should be possible to bury approximately 12km of the cable by post-lay jetting. Rock 
placement may be used for cable protection and stabilisation, if required. Rock filter bags may also be utilised and 
spread along the cable route at intervals for stabilisation purposes. 

1.7 According to SHEPD’s vulnerability mapping tool, North-Skye (03) region has 159 properties on the Priority Ser-
vice Register (PSR). The community has a lower resilience score of 1.2 and is within the highest decile for Distance 
to Health Services and Combined Distance to Services. Almost one third (33%) are over the age of 65, while 24% 
of the local population is in low-income employment. See Table 1 below. 

1.8 This Pre-application Consultation Report has been prepared to accompany an application for a proposed licensa-
ble marine activity in accordance with the Marine Licensing (Pre-application Consultation) (Scotland) Regulations 
2013. 
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1.9 As part of the marine licencing process, SHEPD has undertaken pre-application consultation (PAC) and engage-
ment with the general public and interested stakeholders. This report demonstrates how information on the pro-
ject has been shared and how views have been considered to influence this application.  
 

1.10 The output of the Cost Benefit Analysis (CBA) model helps to demonstrate to stakeholders that the method(s) 
proposed for installing this submarine electricity cable justifies the expenditure and provides best value. We de-
fine best value as the method(s) of installation which satisfy all current legislation and provides a sustainable bal-
ance of economic, safety and wider social and economic impacts.  
 

1.11 This document should be read in conjunction with the: 
 

 Marine Licence Application Forms  
 Project Description 
 Marine Environmental Appraisal  
 West Highland and Outer Hebrides Fishing Liaison and Mitigation Action Plans (covering all legiti-

mate sea users)  
 Construction Environment Management Plan  
 Operation, Inspection, Maintenance and Decommissioning Strategy 
 Cost Benefit Analysis Report and Modelling 

 
Table 1: Marine Social Indicator Data 
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2 Proposed Licensable Marine Activity 

2.1 SHEPD proposes to install one 33kV submarine electricity cable across the Sea of the Hebrides between Skye 
(Loch Pooltiel) - South Uist. This replacement submarine electricity cable is essential to deliver a more resilient 
network for our customers in a remote part of the Scottish Highlands. 

 

2.2 The application for the Marine Licence is being submitted to permit the cable to be installed within a 500m wide 
corridor. More detail can be found in the Project Description supporting this application. 

 

3 Applicant Details 

3.1 Scottish Hydro Electric Power Distribution plc  

Inveralmond House 

200 Dunkeld Road 

Perth 

PH1 3AQ 

 

Tel: 01738 342281 

Email: submarinecablesproject@sse.com 

 

3.2 Scottish Hydro Electric Power Distribution plc a company registered in Scotland under number SC213460. 

4 Proposed Licensee Details  

4.1 As per applicant details. 

5 Pre-Application Consultation (PAC) Event 

5.1 In accordance with Marine Licensing (Pre-application Consultation) (Scotland) Regulations 2013 (‘the 2013 PAC 
Regulations’) a Pre-Application Consultation must be held at a suitably accessible venue to allow members of 
the public to attend. 

mailto:submarinecablesproject@sse.com


PH003583 

Scottish Hydro Electric Power Distribution 

Pre-application Consultation Report 

Skye (Loch Pooltiel) – South Uist 

Subsea Cable Installation 

Applies to 
Distribution Transmission 

  

Revision: Version 1 Classification: Public Issue Date: August 2025 Review Date: December 2027 
  

Pre-Application Consultation Report, Skye – South Uist Network Upgrade Subsea Cable Replacement  8 

 
5.2 SHEPD identified that a combination of online engagements and in person events would provide the most ro-

bust formats for stakeholders to engage with the Project Team. In addition to a series of online engagements 
with key stakeholders and consultees via Microsoft Teams, SHEPD also held two formal Pre-Application Consul-
tation (PAC) Events. The concurrent events were held at Glendale Community Hall on the Isle of Skye and The 
Dark Island Hotel, Benbecula from 12.00 pm to 7.00 pm on 15th July 2025.  

 
5.3 Both events were promoted via a public notice advert in The West Highland Free Press newspaper at least six 

weeks in advance, as required by Marine Scotland. The public notice was also followed by two full press advert 
three weeks before the event which featured in The Skye and Lochalsh Echo and The West Highland Free Press. 
A copy of the PAC event notice can be found in Appendix A: Pre-application Consultation Statutory Public No-
tice, and additional adverts in Appendix B. 

5.3 The PAC event statutory public notice was published on the 16th of May 2025 in the local newspaper: 

• The West Highland Free Press 
 

5.4 To promote the PAC event to a wider audience and increase visibility of the event details, a further run of paper 
 advert (ROP) was published on Thursday 12 June. 
 

• The Skye and Lochalsh Echo 
 

5.5 Radio advertising was also broadcast on the local commercial radio station, Radio Skye FM from 30th June to 15th 
July 2025. 
 

5.6 Promotional postcards Appendix B: Pre-application event promotion1advertising the PAC event were distributed 
to over 500 households via Royal Mail drop service including Northwest Skye and South Uist. A further 70 promo-
tional posters were distributed to local businesses, including local shops, restaurants, the Glendale Community 
Trust and the Dunvegan Community Trust. Email invitations were also issued to local community councils and key 
stakeholders including fisheries representatives, local authority planning and consultees.  
 

5.9 The Pre-application events took place on 15th July 2025 in person providing attendees with: 

• Clear presentation area 

• Access to the project team, including Engineering Design, Consents and Project Management special-
ists 

• Opportunity to ask questions 

 
1 Copy of Promotional Postcard Appendix B Section 5. 
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• Contact information for follow up engagement  

• Stakeholder feedback form  

5.9  The main presentation element included slides covering the following areas: 

• Location of the existing cables to be replaced 

• The corridor in which it is proposed to lay the replacement cables  

• Methods of cable installation and protection suited to the location of the cables 

• Environmental and Marine Environment considerations 

• How stakeholders could provide comments and the expected date for final submission of the marine 
licence application pack to MD-LOT. 

• How the Cost Benefit Analysis model works and how it will form part of the evidence to be used in the 
licence application to balance stakeholder views and inform the cable installation and protection de-
signs 

6 Pre-Application Consultation Stakeholder/Consultee Meetings 

6.1 A series of stakeholder meetings and email exchanges took place in parallel with the planning and delivery of 
the PAC events, as detailed below in Table 2: Stakeholder Project Consultation Meetings and Table 3 Stake-
holder Email Engagements. 
 

6.2 These regular online meetings were held to enable interested organisations, particularly consultees, to comment 
on our proposed cable replacement programme. Meetings were targeted at statutory consultees, legitimate sea 
user organisations, environmental organisations, marine bodies, and non-governmental organisations.  
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Table 2 – Stakeholder Project Consultation Meetings 

Stakeholder 
Organisation 

 Meeting 
Date 

Minutes 
Transmitted 

 

SFF & SWFPA  05/07/24 SFF & SWFPA 
Stakeholder 
Engagement MoM 
050724.docx  

• SHEPD provided an overview of the proposed sur-
vey corridors the Skye-South Uist project.  

• SHEPD advised that scouting surveys had been 
completed, with route survey works likely to com-
mence during July  

• SHEPD confirmed that the Skye-South Uist route 
had been amended off the Northwest coast of 
Skye following stakeholder comment on scallop 
fishing grounds  

SFF & SWFPA  25/09/24 SFF & SWFPA 
Stakeholder 
Engagement MoM 
250924.docx  

• SHEPD confirmed initial geophysical survey work is 
complete, however geotechnical works are contin-
uing due to a delay due to a winch repair on the 
vessel.  

• SHEPD provided an update on community stake-
holder engagement which took place in Glendale 
and Dunvegan as a follow up to initial engage-
ment, June 2024. The proposed land scheme is a 
hybrid of overhead/underground and has received 
a more positive reaction from the community. 

• SFF noted that fishing activity across The Minch 
continued successfully following the previous 
cable installation (Skye-Harris) as an indication of 
what to expect for the fishing community. 

SFF & SWFPA  03/12/24  • SHEPD advised survey works are ongoing. Initial 
geophysical survey work is complete, however ge-
otechnical works are continuing due to a delay 
due to a winch repair on the vessel.   

• SHEPD provided an update on community stake-
holder engagement which took place in Glendale 
and Dunvegan as a follow up to initial engage-
ment, June 2024. The updated proposed land 
scheme is a hybrid of overhead/underground and 

https://ssecom.sharepoint.com/:w:/r/teams/NetDists-CS16-SP/Submarine%20Cables/Regulatory%20%26%20Consent/Stakeholder%20Engagement/SFF%20%26%20SWFPA%20%20Stakeholder%20Engagement%20MoM%20050724.docx?d=wf418410c0038498e995b6dea70d97c63&csf=1&web=1&e=QMYpRV
https://ssecom.sharepoint.com/:w:/r/teams/NetDists-CS16-SP/Submarine%20Cables/Regulatory%20%26%20Consent/Stakeholder%20Engagement/SFF%20%26%20SWFPA%20%20Stakeholder%20Engagement%20MoM%20050724.docx?d=wf418410c0038498e995b6dea70d97c63&csf=1&web=1&e=QMYpRV
https://ssecom.sharepoint.com/:w:/r/teams/NetDists-CS16-SP/Submarine%20Cables/Regulatory%20%26%20Consent/Stakeholder%20Engagement/SFF%20%26%20SWFPA%20%20Stakeholder%20Engagement%20MoM%20050724.docx?d=wf418410c0038498e995b6dea70d97c63&csf=1&web=1&e=QMYpRV
https://ssecom.sharepoint.com/:w:/r/teams/NetDists-CS16-SP/Submarine%20Cables/Regulatory%20%26%20Consent/Stakeholder%20Engagement/SFF%20%26%20SWFPA%20%20Stakeholder%20Engagement%20MoM%20050724.docx?d=wf418410c0038498e995b6dea70d97c63&csf=1&web=1&e=QMYpRV
https://ssecom.sharepoint.com/:w:/r/teams/NetDists-CS16-SP/Submarine%20Cables/Regulatory%20%26%20Consent/Stakeholder%20Engagement/SFF%20%26%20SWFPA%20%20Stakeholder%20Engagement%20MoM%20250924.docx?d=wc25aa4ddc6ee496388c352f69401f8b2&csf=1&web=1&e=4DRIdr
https://ssecom.sharepoint.com/:w:/r/teams/NetDists-CS16-SP/Submarine%20Cables/Regulatory%20%26%20Consent/Stakeholder%20Engagement/SFF%20%26%20SWFPA%20%20Stakeholder%20Engagement%20MoM%20250924.docx?d=wc25aa4ddc6ee496388c352f69401f8b2&csf=1&web=1&e=4DRIdr
https://ssecom.sharepoint.com/:w:/r/teams/NetDists-CS16-SP/Submarine%20Cables/Regulatory%20%26%20Consent/Stakeholder%20Engagement/SFF%20%26%20SWFPA%20%20Stakeholder%20Engagement%20MoM%20250924.docx?d=wc25aa4ddc6ee496388c352f69401f8b2&csf=1&web=1&e=4DRIdr
https://ssecom.sharepoint.com/:w:/r/teams/NetDists-CS16-SP/Submarine%20Cables/Regulatory%20%26%20Consent/Stakeholder%20Engagement/SFF%20%26%20SWFPA%20%20Stakeholder%20Engagement%20MoM%20250924.docx?d=wc25aa4ddc6ee496388c352f69401f8b2&csf=1&web=1&e=4DRIdr
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has received a more positive reaction from the 
community.  

• SFF advised they have information on fishing activ-
ity in The Minch due to an existing subsea cable. 
Noted that fishing activity continued successfully 
once the cable was installed on previous project 
as an indication of what to expect.  

• SHEPD advised that the expectation was that the 
new cable would be buried where ground condi-
tions allowed for this. 

 

SFF & SWFPA  26/03/25 SFF & SWFPA 
Stakeholder 
Engagement MoM 
260325.docx 
 

• SHEPD confirmed contractor has been appointed 
for Subsea works. Jan de Nul (JDN) is currently at 
the final stages of design, and a cable burial survey 
has been carried out, which indicates minimal bur-
ial will be possible with the proposed able routes. 

• Desire to bury it as much as possible. Awaiting fur-
ther survey data to inform decisions.   

• SHEPD advised marine licence application docu-
mentation will progress with survey works pro-
gressing during Summer 2025 and Pre-Application 
Consultation (PAC) events taking place on Skye 
and South Uist on Tuesday 3 June (later changed 
to 15 July). 

 

NatureScot  19/09/24 NatureScot 
Stakeholder 
Engagement MoM 
190924.docx 

• SHEPD advised survey works are ongoing across 
Skye interlink.  

• SHEPD advised the SSEN land team will also 
consult with Nature Scot for the overland works. 
Subsea will continue to consult regarding marine 
and landfalls scope.  

• SHEPD confirmed Strategic Project Liaison 
engaged with local community in June to 
introduce the design concept. Additional 
engagement activity planned on land design, 
November. 

• SHEPD land team to follow up on local NatureScot 
contact  

https://ssecom.sharepoint.com/:w:/r/teams/NetDists-CS16-SP/Submarine%20Cables/Regulatory%20%26%20Consent/Stakeholder%20Engagement/SFF%20%26%20SWFPA%20%20Stakeholder%20Engagement%20MoM%20260325.docx?d=w0494cf1441dd4da7b963352fce6da905&csf=1&web=1&e=Xo1w0S
https://ssecom.sharepoint.com/:w:/r/teams/NetDists-CS16-SP/Submarine%20Cables/Regulatory%20%26%20Consent/Stakeholder%20Engagement/SFF%20%26%20SWFPA%20%20Stakeholder%20Engagement%20MoM%20260325.docx?d=w0494cf1441dd4da7b963352fce6da905&csf=1&web=1&e=Xo1w0S
https://ssecom.sharepoint.com/:w:/r/teams/NetDists-CS16-SP/Submarine%20Cables/Regulatory%20%26%20Consent/Stakeholder%20Engagement/SFF%20%26%20SWFPA%20%20Stakeholder%20Engagement%20MoM%20260325.docx?d=w0494cf1441dd4da7b963352fce6da905&csf=1&web=1&e=Xo1w0S
https://ssecom.sharepoint.com/:w:/r/teams/NetDists-CS16-SP/Submarine%20Cables/Regulatory%20%26%20Consent/Stakeholder%20Engagement/SFF%20%26%20SWFPA%20%20Stakeholder%20Engagement%20MoM%20260325.docx?d=w0494cf1441dd4da7b963352fce6da905&csf=1&web=1&e=Xo1w0S
https://ssecom.sharepoint.com/:w:/r/teams/NetDists-CS16-SP/Submarine%20Cables/Regulatory%20%26%20Consent/Stakeholder%20Engagement/NatureScot%20Stakeholder%20Engagement%20MoM%20190924.docx?d=w409ff292a6eb404a89ef33b24d990c9f&csf=1&web=1&e=s0caZu
https://ssecom.sharepoint.com/:w:/r/teams/NetDists-CS16-SP/Submarine%20Cables/Regulatory%20%26%20Consent/Stakeholder%20Engagement/NatureScot%20Stakeholder%20Engagement%20MoM%20190924.docx?d=w409ff292a6eb404a89ef33b24d990c9f&csf=1&web=1&e=s0caZu
https://ssecom.sharepoint.com/:w:/r/teams/NetDists-CS16-SP/Submarine%20Cables/Regulatory%20%26%20Consent/Stakeholder%20Engagement/NatureScot%20Stakeholder%20Engagement%20MoM%20190924.docx?d=w409ff292a6eb404a89ef33b24d990c9f&csf=1&web=1&e=s0caZu
https://ssecom.sharepoint.com/:w:/r/teams/NetDists-CS16-SP/Submarine%20Cables/Regulatory%20%26%20Consent/Stakeholder%20Engagement/NatureScot%20Stakeholder%20Engagement%20MoM%20190924.docx?d=w409ff292a6eb404a89ef33b24d990c9f&csf=1&web=1&e=s0caZu
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NatureScot   21/11/24 NatureScot 
Stakeholder 
Engagement MoM 
211124.docx 
 

• SHEPD advised route surveys (Ardmore – Loch 
Pooltiel and Loch Pootiel – South Uist) are 
ongoing. Aim is to complete by the end of 
November 2025. 

• Installation is planned for 2026 subject to Ofgem 
funding approval. 

• ACTION: SSEN with review Benthic data, taking 
this feedback into account and share with NS. 
Potential to consult Benthic specialist if required.  

• SHEPD advised Breeding Bird Survey (BBS) will 
take place during Spring 2025 

NatureScot  16/01/25 NatureScot 
Stakeholder 
Engagement MoM 
160125.docx 

• SHEPD advised landfall works extended surveys 
completed end of 2024 for the three landfall 
positions (Ardmore/Dunvegan and Glendale, 
potentially Loch Pooltiel). No designated sites. 

• SHEPD liaising with Alex Turner at NS 
• SHEPD advised extensive marine surveys 

completed before year end (2024). Results 
expected within the next few months. 

• NatureScot advised they have been contacted by 
local divers near Skye regarding the presence of 
Maerl and how to mitigate/avoid disturbance to 
Maerl throughout the project. 

• SHEPD advised early June for community 
engagement/PAC events with submission of 
marine licence applications in 
September/October.  

• SHEPD advised the installation contractor has 
been appointed to deliver the subsea installation - 
Jan de Nul (JDN). 

• NatureScot confirmed enquiries related to this 
project should go to Central Highland inbox. 

Nature Scot  20/03/25 NatureScot 
Stakeholder 
Engagement MoM 
200325.docx 
 

• SHEPD advised Skye Uist Marine Licence 
application submissions for both routes in August. 

•   
• No updates for onshore works. Ecology surveys 

will take place in spring-summer 2025.  

https://ssecom.sharepoint.com/:w:/r/teams/NetDists-CS16-SP/Submarine%20Cables/Regulatory%20%26%20Consent/Stakeholder%20Engagement/NatureScot%20Stakeholder%20Engagement%20MoM%20211124.docx?d=w327aa506e58f4a9f9a08eef06ec7b39f&csf=1&web=1&e=mhsn2b
https://ssecom.sharepoint.com/:w:/r/teams/NetDists-CS16-SP/Submarine%20Cables/Regulatory%20%26%20Consent/Stakeholder%20Engagement/NatureScot%20Stakeholder%20Engagement%20MoM%20211124.docx?d=w327aa506e58f4a9f9a08eef06ec7b39f&csf=1&web=1&e=mhsn2b
https://ssecom.sharepoint.com/:w:/r/teams/NetDists-CS16-SP/Submarine%20Cables/Regulatory%20%26%20Consent/Stakeholder%20Engagement/NatureScot%20Stakeholder%20Engagement%20MoM%20211124.docx?d=w327aa506e58f4a9f9a08eef06ec7b39f&csf=1&web=1&e=mhsn2b
https://ssecom.sharepoint.com/:w:/r/teams/NetDists-CS16-SP/Submarine%20Cables/Regulatory%20%26%20Consent/Stakeholder%20Engagement/NatureScot%20Stakeholder%20Engagement%20MoM%20211124.docx?d=w327aa506e58f4a9f9a08eef06ec7b39f&csf=1&web=1&e=mhsn2b
https://ssecom.sharepoint.com/:w:/r/teams/NetDists-CS16-SP/Submarine%20Cables/Regulatory%20%26%20Consent/Stakeholder%20Engagement/NatureScot%20Stakeholder%20Engagement%20MoM%20160125.docx?d=w41053a9a14ab4833bd65dd707ea7ccb0&csf=1&web=1&e=jNOsay
https://ssecom.sharepoint.com/:w:/r/teams/NetDists-CS16-SP/Submarine%20Cables/Regulatory%20%26%20Consent/Stakeholder%20Engagement/NatureScot%20Stakeholder%20Engagement%20MoM%20160125.docx?d=w41053a9a14ab4833bd65dd707ea7ccb0&csf=1&web=1&e=jNOsay
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• SHEPD informed NS on proposed community drop 
in events on Skye/Uist - 3rd June (changed to 15th 
July) Glendale Community Hall, Skye and Dark 
Island Hotel, Benbecula. Email invite to follow. 

 

RSPB  12/07/24 RSPB Scotland 
MoM 
120724.docx 
 

• SHEPD provided project overview was presented 
to the RSPB, SSEN advised landfall drone surveys 
for subsea cable were due to take place at the end 
of August 2024.  

• Walkover surveys for the OHL (Loch Pooltiel to 
Dunvegan) have been postponed to late 2024.  

• SHEPD advised that they have been liaising with 
the RSPB regarding Golden Eagle territory and 
have been looking at alternative cable routes 
which will avoid this habitat. Alternative routing 
would be the preferred option for the RSPB. 

RSPB  8/11/24 RSPB Scotland 
MoM 
081124.docx 
 

• SSEN advised BBS will be commissioned Spring 
2025 

RSPB  10/01/25 RSPB Scotland 
MoM 
100125.docx 
 

• SSEN advised we are currently putting contract in 
place to carry out BBS surveys during summer 
2025.  

• SSEN noted Loch Pooltiel (land portion) of the 
project will also conduct BBS survey through 
summer 2025.  

•  

RSPB  11/0725 RSPB Scotland 
MoM 
110725.docx 
 

• SHEPD advised breeding bird surveys have been 
completed. Grey heron and Greylag Goose found 
next to Holmer Bay cable pull in. SHEPD to share 
reports with RSPB. 

• Further survey works scheduled for after late June 
2026 when chicks have fledged. 
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Maritime and 
Coastguard 
Agency 

 14/05/24 MCA Engagement 
MoM 140524 
.docx 
 

• SHEPD informed MCA of Skye-Uist 
project including upcoming survey works. 

• SHEPD advised that the fishing community had 
been communicated via Notes to Mariners (NtM) 
regarding survey works.  

• SHEPD updated MCA on progress with Ofgem  
• ACTION: SSEN to respond to MCA on why route 

wasn’t engineered beyond TSS area   

Maritime and 
Coastguard 
Agency 

 19/03/25 MCA Engagement 
MoM 
190325.docx 
 

• SHEPD informed MCA that route surveys are now 
complete and route design almost complete, and 
CBRA is now under review.   

• SHEPD confirmed marine licensing consultants 
have been appointed with application submission 
planned for August 2025 ahead of installation in 
2026.  

• Discussion on the Traffic Separation Scheme (TSS) 
area concluded that routing the cable to the south 
of the charted area would face similar vessel 
traffic and require similar mitigation to the current 
route.   

• ACTION: MCA to share standard TSS conditions 
and any pertinent guidance with SHEPD.  

• SHEPD confirmed that the application for Skye-
South Uist would be supported by a standalone 
NRA.  

 

Maritime and 
Coastguard 
Agency 

 09/07/25 MCA Engagement 
MoM 
090725.docx 
 

• SHEPD advised of proposed cable routes from 
Ardmore (Skye) – Meanish Pier (Skye) – Loch 
Carnan (South Uist)  

• Marine licence applications (one for each route 
above) will be submitted in August 2025, with 
installation planned for early Summer 2026.  

• SHEPD advised PAC events are taking place on 
Skye and Benbecula on 15 July.   

Northern 
Lighthouse 
Board 

 11/04/24 NLB Stakeholder 
Engagement MoM 
110424.docx 

• SHEPD advised of the proposed cable route from 
Ardmore to South Uist (Loch Carnan), with an 
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 additional new cable connecting Ardmore to Loch 
Pooltiel.  

• Route survey planned for Spring 2025.NtM in 
advance of survey works progressing. 

• SHEPD consulting with fisheries stakeholders via 
Blackhall & Powis.   

• NLB sharing contacts for the Harbour Masters on 
Lewis and Harris (both ex-fishermen) to support 
with keeping these stakeholders informed.  

Northern 
Lighthouse 
Board 

 13/06/24 NLB Stakeholder 
Engagement MoM 
130624.docx 

• NLB have responded on geotechnical exemption.  
• SHEPD carrying out survey work in July/August 

2024 to inform marine licence application.  
• SHEPD informed NLB of community engagement, 

June 2024   

Northern 
Lighthouse 
Board 

 14/11/24 NLB Stakeholder 
Engagement MoM 
141124.docx 

• SHEPD conducts survey work across both routes 
to inform marine licence application. Updated NLB 
that this process is taking longer than usual due to 
weather.  

• SHEPD informed NLB of an incident during ge-
otechnical survey involving dropped object re-
port.  

• NLB advised SSEN to check requirements for the 
Traffic Management Area to ensure all require-
ments are being met (MCA). SHEPD updated NLB 
on recent (MCA) engagement with comments re-
ceived regarding additional management 
measures.  

• SHEPD informed licence application likely July 
2025 for summer 2026 installation – subject to 
Ofgem approval.  

Northern 
Lighthouse 
Board 

 13/02/25 NLB Stakeholder 
Engagement MoM 
130225.docx 
 

• SHEPD advised that survey work is now complete, 
and tenders for marine licensing support are cur-
rently under review. 

• SHEPD informed NLB that recovery of a UXO sur-
rogate is being planned for the next few weeks 
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(currently notified as an alert on the Kingfisher 
Bulletin and by DROPOB1 form)  

• Marine licence application likely July/August 2025 
for summer 2026 installation.  

Northern 
Lighthouse 
Board 

 12/06/25 NLB Stakeholder 
Engagement MoM 
120625.docx 
 

• SHEPD shared the proposed subsea cable routes 
from Millovaig – Meanish Peir and Meanish Peir to 
Loch Carnan (2 cables) requesting input on the po-
sition of AtoNs from NLB at Meanish Peir landfall. 

• NLB agreed AtoN at the Meanish Pier landfall is 
sensible as long as local community are happy 
with this proposal.   

• NLB advised the optimum position for AtoN at 
Loch Carnan would be facing due East from the 
promontory immediately to the South of Holmar 
Bay.  

• Marine licence applications will be submitted Au-
gust 2025 for both cables. Installation planned for 
Q2 2026.  

Historic 
Environment 
Scotland 

 27/06/24 HES Stakeholder 
Engagement 
270624.docx 
 

• SHEPD confirmed two routes being surveyed. 
Ardmore to Loch Pooltiel and Loch Pooltiel to 
South Uist. Proposed cable route for Ardmore 
landfall is still looking to come into south side of 
Ardmore with detailed marine geophysical surveys 
planned over the summer. These should be able 
to identify any wreckage or debris related to the 
two recorded wrecks in the area.  This survey will 
inform route micro siting to avoid interaction with 
any marine archaeology.   

• SHEPD advised of fallen standing stone near 
Colbost which would be close to potential new 
overhead line route.  HES advised that their 
standard advice for an unscheduled fallen 
standing stone is to speak to archaeological 
contractor or local Council archaeologist.  They 

https://ssecom.sharepoint.com/:w:/r/teams/NetDists-CS16-SP/Submarine%20Cables/Regulatory%20%26%20Consent/Stakeholder%20Engagement/NLB%20Stakeholder%20Engagement%20MoM%20120625.docx?d=w2da13b27752145309ef6126367dc4e02&csf=1&web=1&e=5o8YsR
https://ssecom.sharepoint.com/:w:/r/teams/NetDists-CS16-SP/Submarine%20Cables/Regulatory%20%26%20Consent/Stakeholder%20Engagement/NLB%20Stakeholder%20Engagement%20MoM%20120625.docx?d=w2da13b27752145309ef6126367dc4e02&csf=1&web=1&e=5o8YsR
https://ssecom.sharepoint.com/:w:/r/teams/NetDists-CS16-SP/Submarine%20Cables/Regulatory%20%26%20Consent/Stakeholder%20Engagement/NLB%20Stakeholder%20Engagement%20MoM%20120625.docx?d=w2da13b27752145309ef6126367dc4e02&csf=1&web=1&e=5o8YsR
https://ssecom.sharepoint.com/:w:/r/teams/NetDists-CS16-SP/Submarine%20Cables/Regulatory%20%26%20Consent/Stakeholder%20Engagement/HES%20Stakeholder%20Engagement%20270624.docx?d=wfaa2fb3574a4477b902c9e391d4dcd67&csf=1&web=1&e=p60hrs
https://ssecom.sharepoint.com/:w:/r/teams/NetDists-CS16-SP/Submarine%20Cables/Regulatory%20%26%20Consent/Stakeholder%20Engagement/HES%20Stakeholder%20Engagement%20270624.docx?d=wfaa2fb3574a4477b902c9e391d4dcd67&csf=1&web=1&e=p60hrs
https://ssecom.sharepoint.com/:w:/r/teams/NetDists-CS16-SP/Submarine%20Cables/Regulatory%20%26%20Consent/Stakeholder%20Engagement/HES%20Stakeholder%20Engagement%20270624.docx?d=wfaa2fb3574a4477b902c9e391d4dcd67&csf=1&web=1&e=p60hrs


PH003583 

Scottish Hydro Electric Power Distribution 

Pre-application Consultation Report 

Skye (Loch Pooltiel) – South Uist 

Subsea Cable Installation 

Applies to 
Distribution Transmission 

  

Revision: Version 1 Classification: Public Issue Date: August 2025 Review Date: December 2027 
  

Pre-Application Consultation Report, Skye – South Uist Network Upgrade Subsea Cable Replacement  17 

would encourage the area around the standing 
stone to be treated with quite a lot of sensitivity 
as may be other burials around fallen stone.  In 
terms of any buffer, HES wouldn't want OHL closer 
to Broch.   

• SHEPD confirmed they would check technical 
minimum separation distance between overhead 
lines and seek best possible route. Also advised 
that marine works are more advanced than 
onshore works and will continue engagement with 
HES.    

• HES confirmed that this project is likely to be the 
most challenging in terms of marine and onshore 
archaeology on the Skye side.   

Historic 
Environment 
Scotland 

 04/08/24 HES Stakeholder 
Engagement 
040824.docx 
 

• SHEPD provided high-level outline of proposed 
Skye-South network upgrade programme  

Historic 
Environment 
Scotland 

 27/09/24 HES Stakeholder 
Engagement 
270924.docx 

• SHEPD advised of community engagement event 
June 2024 aligned with Glendale AGM  

• SHEPD advised planned installation of submarine 
electricity cable planned summer 2026.  

 

Historic 
Environment 
Scotland  

 28/03/25 HES Stakeholder 
Engagement 
280325.docx 
 

• SHEPD confirmed HES were consulted regarding 
the IRIS wreck off the coast of Skye. No issues in 
relation to the proposed routes for subsea 
cables.   

• SHEPD confirmed CNES were consulted regarding 
non-designated assets that may be present within 
the corridor. CNES will advise on mitigations 
required.   

• HES noted that their remit still includes onshore 
designated areas and should remain a consultee 
on this basis.  
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Highland 
Council 

 25/03/24 Highland Council 
Stakeholder 
Engagement MoM 
250324.docx 
 

• SHEPD updated THC on Skye-South Uist projects. 
• SHEPD shared proposed offshore routes (Ardmore 

to Loch Pooltiel and Loch Pooltiel to South Uist)  
• Landfall location at Loch Pooltiel is still under 

discussion but a location in proximity to the pier at 
Milovaig appeared possible for two cables.  

• THC advised that the building at the pier is a listed 
structure.  

• SHEPD advised doing route surveys on both 
offshore routes from April 2024  

• THC advised of upgrades and improvements to 

pier at Milovaig  

Highland 
Council  

 04/02/25 Highland Council 
Stakeholder 
Engagement MoM 
040225.docx 
 

• SHEPD advised this is a network resilience project 
due to load growth requirements on the network to 
support the Western Isles and shared a map of the 
cable routes with THC.  

• ACTION: SHEPD will invite Phase 1, land PM and 
Consents Manager to join the next stakeholder call 
with THC to provide an overview of the onshore cable 
route from Glendale – Dunvegan.   

• SHEPD advised we are applying for consent for 
offshore survey works to progress design Summer 
2025.  

•  

Highland 
Council 

 28/07/25 Highland Council 
Stakeholder 
Engagement MoM 
280725.docx 
 

• SHEPD confirmed documents are in advanced stage 
for Marine Licence submission. Route engineering 
completed.  

• Local interest groups have raised concerns about 
impacts on biodiversity in the marine area. No Maerl 
was found on the cable route.  

• Public Pre Application Consultation Events to support 
the Marine Licence application and overland cable 
route were held on 15th July at Glendale, Skye. It was 
well attended. The queries were mainly about 
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overland works, the switching station and marine 
biodiversity.  

• All ecology and archaeology surveys have been 
completed. Hand dug archaeological excavations 
were carried out at Meanish Pier adjacent to ruined 
wool stores (listed buildings).  An otter licence will be 
required for Meanish Pier, bat licence for Ardmore 
substation, and a written scheme of investigation for 
works at Meanish Pier.   

• Land works for phase 1 (shore ends) will commence 
in April 2026, with the cable installation in summer 
2026. A date has not been set for the overland cable.  

Marine 
Directorate  

 07/10/24 Marine 
Directorate 
Engagement MoM 
071024.docx 

• SHEPD confirmed the West Highlands 
Geotechnical Exempt activity notice has been 
completed for Skye – South Uist surveys.  

 

Marine 
Directorate  

 19/12/24 Marine 
Directorate 
Engagement MoM 
191224.docx 
 

• SHEPD advised Geotechnical information has been 
received and survey works for South – Uist 
completed (12 December)   

Marine 
Directorate 

 07/04/25 Marine 
Directorate 
Engagement MoM 
070425.docx 
 

• SHEPD advised Marine licence application to be 
submitted in Aug 2025  

• SHEPD advised PAC events taking place in early 
June at Dark Island Hotel and Glendale Community 
Centre.   

 

Marine 
Directorate 

 01/08/25 Marine 
Directorate 
Engagement MoM 
010825.docx 
 

• SHEPD advised Marine licence applications (2 
routes) to be submitted in Aug 2025 and confirmed 
that both PAC events took place in July.  
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CNES  20/05/24 CNES Stakeholder 
Engagement MoM 
200524.docx 
 

• SHEPD advised marine survey work would start in 
July and run for a couple of months, with seabed 
samples thereafter.  

• SHEPD informed CNES that good engagement had 
already taken place through fisheries consultant 
and shared on screen route map of land route.  

• Survey work and licence application will progress 
in 2025 and installation in 2026/27.  

• CNES asked about HOWSUM. SHEPD provided 
information from a subsea perspective.  

• SHEPD provided information on survey vessel 
activity and the potential use of drones for land 
survey works  

CNES  01/11/24 CNES Stakeholder 
Engagement MoM 
011124.docx 
 

• SHEPD shared information on the proposed shore 
end position at Holmer Bay and advised 
archeological survey has been carried out and 
conversations with local landowners are ongoing 
to help identify a final landfall position on Uist.  

• SHEPD advised that the marine surveys are almost 
complete, and the subsea phase of the project is 
planned between May – August 2026.   

CNES   CNES Stakeholder 
Engagement MoM 
010425.docx 
 

• SHEPD advised all survey works completed in 
December 2024 and route engineering is currently 
in progress.   

• Marine Licence preparation is currently in 
progress with submission planned for August 
2025, ahead of planned installation between May 
and August 2026.  

• SHEPD advised that they have consulted with 
Kevin Murphy who has visited Holmer Bay and 
provided archaeological advice. Clyde Archaeology 
will be visiting the site to conduct walkover 
surveys between the TJP and power station in the 
next few weeks.   
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6.3 Following these meetings with stakeholders, minutes of these meetings were recorded and distributed to the partici-
pant organisations. This was to allow them to better distribute the messaging with their colleagues/members.  

Table 3 – Company Fishing Liaison Officer (CFLO) Engagements  

Stakeholder Date Engagement  
 

Local fishermen, Skye and 
South Uist (via CFLO) April 2024 

• Face-to-face engagement between the Company Fisheries 
Liaison Officer and local stakeholders. Crab/lobster/prawn 
creel fishing noted off Skye. One trawler skipper noted no 
conflict; another gave feedback on cable routes into Loch 
Carnan and West of Skye. There are a number of creel boats 
fishing for prawns off South Uist. Fishing is more likely to take 
place offshore (rather than inshore) May-July.  

Local fishermen, Skye and 
South Uist (via CFLO) 17/05/24 

• Email to CFLO consulting on alternative route West of Skye to 
avoid flagged scallop ground. Alternative route later 
incorporated into route engineering.  

 
 

 

6.4  The PAC Events held on 15th July 2025 used a standard slide deck to provide information on the project and also 
highlighting the range of stakeholders and consultees included in SHEPD Subsea Cables ongoing Stakeholder En-
gagement. Table 2 outlines the breadth of consultation undertaken beyond the advertised PAC events on Tues-
day 15th July 2025. Table 3 further demonstrates additional engagement seeking expert comment and opinions 
on the proposed subsea cable installations.  

7 Information Received by Prospective Applicant at 2024 

Pre-Application Consultation Events 

7.1 Information relevant to the marine licence application, received across all the Pre-application Consultation events 
and regular Stakeholder Engagement is summarised below: 

7.2 Safety and Navigation 

• In advance of the PAC Events on 15 July 2025, during a regular Stakeholder Engagement meeting between SHEPD 
and the Northern Lighthouse Board (NLB), an NLB representative advised that the location of an Aid to Navigation 
(AtoN) at Meanish Peir is required from a navigational perspective, assuming the local community will be 
properly consulted and agree the situation of the AtoN in principle. 
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• Discussions with the Maritime and Coastguard Agency (MCA) during a regular Stakeholder Engagement meeting 
with SHEPD resulted in a representative from MCA sharing standard Traffic Separation Scheme (TSS) information 
and pertinent guidance with SHEPD.  

• On 3rd December 2025, regular engagement with Scottish Fisheries Federation (SFF) involved discussion regarding 
the safely aspects of cable burial. SHEPD explained that the availability of geotechnical survey information had 
been delayed due to a dropped winch, which had to be recovered. However, SHEPD explained that the expecta-
tion would be to bury the cable where conditions allowed for burial and SFF were in agreement that this would 
be preferrable from a navigational and safety perspective.  

 

7.3 Socio-economic  

• Scottish Fisherman’s Federation (SFF) and Scottish White Fish Producers Association (SWFPA) requested 
information on how the process of compensating fishers during survey works would be managed. SHEPD referred 
to the published document How Scottish Hydro Electric Power Distribution co-exists with other marine users 
which details the claims process. In practice this is facilitated via the CFLO.  

• SHEPD have engaged local fishermen, Skye and South Uist (via the CFLO) regarding fishing activity. One trawler 
skipper noted no conflict; another gave feedback on cable routing into Loch Carnan and West of Skye. A number 
of creel boats fishing for prawns were identified off South Uist, and Marine Consultant provided feedback 
indicating that fishing is more likely to take place offshore (rather than inshore) during May-July. 

• Ross, Sutherland, Skye & Lochalsh Fishermen’s Association (RSSLA) and Western Isles Fishing Association (WIFA) 
were unable to attend the PAC events, however they have engaged via SFF, and an alternative route was later 
incorporated into route engineering to the West of Skye to avoid flagged scallop ground. 
 

7.4   Environmental 
 

• During a regular Stakeholder Engagement meeting between SHEPD and RSPB on 11th July 2025 immediately be-
fore the community PAC events, SHEPD explained that breeding bird surveys covering the route revealed Grey 
Heron and Greylag Goose were breeding close to the Holmer Bay landfall position SHEPD. Additional surveys are 
to be instructed in June 2026 when chicks have fledged to avoid any unnecessary disturbance to breeding activ-
ity.  

• SHEPD sought further guidance from RSPB on Golden Eagle territory in order to ensure alternative route options 
are explored to avoid Golden Eagle Territory, as per the advice from RSPB. 

• Following discussions with RSPB, SHEPD instructed Breeding Birds surveys covering this area. Bird breeding sea-
son is between 1st March and 31st August, although timings within this period will differ between species. Timing 
of works will consider data gathered during breeding bird surveys carried out during Summer 2025.  

• SHEPD has identified breeding greylag geese and grey heron in proximity to the cable land fall. Based on guidance 
from the Ecological Cleark of Works (ECoW), survey works were consequently scheduled to take place after the 
end of June to allow the young to fledge and ensure breeding was not disturbed by SHEPD survey works.  
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• SHEPD has recorded the presence of Otters at Meanish Pier and adjacent to the South Uist landfall.  An applica-
tion to NatureScot for Disturbance Licences for works in these areas has been submitted by SHEPD.  

• SHEPD will also instruct an otter species protection plan, and pre-works checks will be carried out, establishing an 
appropriate buffer zone around the area where Otter couches have been identified. An Environmental Clerk of 
Works (ECoW) will also carry out checks during works. 

• SHEPD has been liaising with Highland Council in order to obtain a written scheme of investigation which outlines 
our methods of works, as well as protection and mitigation measures which will need to be put in place to avoid 
disturbance to historic buildings and walls of former buildings at Meanish Pier. 

• SHEPD consulted the CNES archaeologist regarding the South Uist landfall position, as the onshore cable route 
will pass through the remains of a former township. The archaeologist will produce a written scheme of investiga-
tion which outlines the methods of SHEPD works and any protection or mitigation measures we will have in place. 

• Throughout the project SHEPD have had continual engagement meetings with NatureScot, RSPB, CNES and High-
land Council to discuss environmental and cultural heritage constraints and necessary mitigation. 
 

7.5 Wider engineering and economic 

• During the 2024 survey works, the CFLO maintained contact with all affected fisheries stakeholders and compen-
sation claims were processed in line with SHEPD’s published policy. 

• Maritime & Coastguard Agency, Northern Lighthouse Board and NatureScot attended bi-monthly Pre-PAC Stake-
holder Engagement Presentations providing details of the proposed route. 

• During the regular Stakeholder Engagement meeting with the Western Isles Council (CNES), the local authority 
asked when SHEPD expected the proposed project to be completed. 

• During stakeholder engagement meetings and the PAC event, SHEPD informed stakeholders that the new cable 
will be suitably routed to ensure cable protection, minimising the potential for damage to the cable with a view to 
maximising cable life. 

 

7.6       Decommissioning 

• The new cable installed will replace an existing subsea cable which is reaching the end of its operational and eco-
nomic life. A decommissioning plan will be submitted for regulatory approval at the end of the cable's economic 
life or as required by regulatory requirements. There was no current discussion on the long-term removal of the 
existing cable, which remains a viable asset. 

8. Explanation of Approach Taken Where, Following Comment, an Amend-
ment Has Been Made  

• During extensive pre-application consultation and engagement, no significant concerns or objections have been 
raised by stakeholders or regulatory bodies in relation to the proposed subsea cable route from Skye (Loch 
Pooltiel) to South Uist. However, following information provided by local Scallop fishermen on Skye and South 
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Uist, an alternative proposed cable route West of Skye was considered and later incorporated into route engi-
neering to avoid flagged scallop ground.  

•  The proposed location and design of landfalls and connections onto the existing network have been discussed 
with landowners and occupiers with an interest and designs developed and refined to take account of feedback 
where possible and practical to do so within the constraints of SHEPD’s operating licence and timescale for deliv-
ery of this project. 

9. Sustainable Development and Cost Benefit Analysis  

9.1  Cost Benefit Methodology 

The output of SHEPD’s Cost Benefit Analysis Methodology2  helps to demonstrate to stakeholders that the 
method(s) proposed for installing this submarine electricity cable justifies the expenditure and provides best-
value. We define best value as the method(s) of installation which satisfies marine licence application by illustrat 
ing how we consider the cumulative impact of our engineering design. ￼extensive details of the CBA recommen-
dations in this regard can be found in the Skye (Loch Pooltiel ￼Uist CBA Summary. 

 

9.2 Safety and Navigation  

• The Cost Benefit Analysis methodology, used to model the impact of this cable, provides an overview of how 
SHEPD measure the impact of their cables on health and safety (human life). Based on the current Marine 
Accident Investigation Board evidence the rate of incidences is low; but the risk remains and so it is included 
within the Cost Benefit Analysis model as an impact. This means that SHEPD has considered the less serious, 
but more frequent, interactions with our cables and the socio-economic impact that this has for marine us-
ers. 

• The shore end protection has been determined to be essential for the mechanical protection of the cable in 
prolonging cable life as well as the requirement to bury portions of the cable along the route, this is due to 
the risk of trawl fishing in this area and evidence of trawl scars on survey data. 

• No works that reduce chart datum by greater than 5% will be undertaken without express agreement of Ma-
rine Scotland and the Maritime and Coastguard Agency. 

• The Operation, Inspection, Maintenance and Decommissioning Strategy commits to providing Route Position 
Lists (RPLs) of cables and landfall locations to the UK Hydrographic Office (UKHO) and Kingfisher Information 
Service Offshore Renewables and Cables Awareness (KIS-ORCA) in order that relevant charts are updated 

 
2 Which we define as best balancing the health and safety, environmental, socio-economic, wider-engineering and economic considerations 
whilst meeting regulatory obligation. 
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after cable installation and subsequent inspections. Where our inspection programme identifies that the ca-
ble has become a danger to navigation or protection of legitimate users of the sea, we will immediately in-
form Marine Scotland, Maritime and Coastguard Agency, UKHO, Northern Lighthouse Board, and KIS-ORCA 
to communicate the hazard to the maritime community. 

• It is proposed that the contractor will carry out a post-lay survey within a period of six months after the com-
pletion of the planned installation to firstly ensure the installation meets the expectations of SHEPD internal 
standards and specifications and those of Marine Scotland but also to ensure the safety of navigation for le-
gitimate users of the sea. 

 
9.3 Socio-economic 

• The final CBA recommendation is the preferred installation method, given the information available from the 
route surveys, route engineering consultants and when considering the National Marine Plan. Although the 
preferred option does not have the highest value to society against all other modelled options included for 
the burial and the installation of cable protection and stabilisation measures to meet the outputs of the 
route design studies to deliver the required asset life.  

• The volume of vessel activity between Loch Pooltiel and South Uist was recorded using AIS data from Marine 
Scotland and individual scouting surveys in preparation of the works. This has been of significant considera-
tion in the routing of this cable, with feedback confirming that it is broadly acceptable to all parties. 

• Ofgem, as SHEPD’s economic regulator, has the primary responsibility to ensure that SHEPD utilise bill pay-
ers’ funds in an economic and efficient way. SHEPD continues to work with Ofgem to identify the best value 
solution that will balance the needs of all stakeholders, including marine users and our customer so that any 
investment in the distribution network is economic and efficient. 

• SHEPD’s approach to protection is to follow the Cables 2 policy of Scotland’s National Marine Plan. Where 
burial is not demonstrated to be feasible, we will consider all other practicable protection solutions and com-
pare them through our cost benefit analysis model to identify the one which delivers best value, along with 
considerations to the safety of other marine users. 
 

9.4  Environmental 
 

• Route engineering has been informed by extensive marine surveys and allowed recommendations on cable 
route and cable protection and stabilisation measures to take account of and minimise effects on intertidal 
and benthic habitats and species. Account has also been taken of mobile species and features of designated 
sites.  

• Onshore works have been informed by extensive ecology surveys (habitats, sensitive and protected species, 
and breeding birds) to take account of and minimise effects on terrestrial habitats and species. Account has 
also been taken of mobile species and features of designated sites. 

 
9.5 Wider economic and engineering 
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• From site investigations it has been confirmed that split pipe protection on both shore ends will be installed. 
This will provide additional protection in the inshore area and minimise damage from abrasion. Additionally, 
this will increase cable stability. 

• The CBA model considers the societal value of different installation methods for the Skye (Loch Pooltiel) - 
South Uist submarine electricity cable. It is understood that other externalities not modelled need to be con-
sidered. These include marine planning policy, final engineering design requirements including any require-
ments for shore end protection and the cumulative impact of our submarine electricity cables on other legiti-
mate marine users.  

•  Although the preferred option does not have the highest value to society against all other modelled options 
it includes for the minimum installation of protection measures and cable burial to meet the outputs of the 
route design studies to deliver the required asset life. The shore end protection has been determined to be 
essential for the mechanical protection of the cable in prolonging cable life as well as the requirement to 
bury portions of the cable along the route, due to the risk of anchor strikes and trawl fishing in this area as 
evident from trawl scars on survey data. This solution also takes into consideration the views of stakeholders. 

• The new submarine electricity cables will also contain embedded fibre optics within its construction which 
can assist with network management and monitoring of the cable condition. A “Network Provider” can re-
quest access to infrastructure under the Communications (Access to Infrastructure) Regulations 2016 to any 
“Infrastructure Operator” in this case the proposed SHEPD cable. 
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10. Certification 

10.1 Nicky Hufstetler 

Engineering Design and Consents Manager, Large Capital Delivery Projects 

Scottish Hydro Electric Power Distribution plc 

Inveralmond House 

200 Dunkeld Road 

Perth 

PH1 3AQ 

10.2 I certify that I have complied with the legislative requirements relating to pre-application consultation and that 
the pre-application consultation has been undertaken in accordance with statutory requirements. 

 

 

 

10.3 Signature 

 

10.4  Date:  26 August 2025 

[Redacted]
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Appendix A: Pre-application event notices 

1. Statutory Public Notices  

West Highland Free Press, 16 May 2025 
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 Appendix B: Pre-application Event Promotion  

1. Additional Newspaper Advertisement 

West Highland Free Press, 27 June 2025 
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West Highland Free Press, 27 June 2025 
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2. Newspaper Demographics 

Readership statistics of West High Free Press and Skye & Lochalsh Echo Newspapers:  

*Skye & Lochalsh Echo do not record readership statistics digitally. The publication currently distrib-
utes copies to 8,285 copies to households across the region.  

 

3. Additional Radio Advertisement 
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4. Website and Social Media  
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5. Promotional Postcards 
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6. Promotional Posters 
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7. Stakeholder Feedback Form 
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8. Public Consultee Feedback 

“We’re primarily concerned with the potential disruption at the Pier (Meanish Pier), the situation 
of the Switching Station and the disruption to road users. We would like to be kept updated re-
garding the situation of the Switching Station, and plans for the cable connecting into the network 
at Dunvegan” Glendale Resident  

“Concerned about the possibility of opening the area up to larger power lines/energy development 
project, renewable energy and battery storage via developments such as this. Our role as the Glen-
dale Trust is to preserve the natural beauty of this land, chich is largely unspoiled, so we feel a 
great sense of responsibility to ensure we uphold that role. Glendale Trust 

“Interested in understanding more about how we will export our local electricity. Is there a guaran-
tee that the new cable (fibre optic cable) can export our electricity. Please provide a written re-
sponse” South Uist Resident  

Response - issued by email 20 July 2025 from submarinecables@sse.com 

The new cable will be a 33kV 500mm2 Double Wire Armoured Copper cable with a capacity rating 
of 35.5MVA. The new cable will more than double the current capacity of the existing cable which 
is a 33kV 95mm2 Double Wire Armoured Copper cable rated at 16MVA. 
However, due to a congested Transmission network on Skye from Ardmore back to Fort Augustus, 
the export capacity for new or additional generation export is limited. Exporting energy is not key 
a driver for this project. The main driver is for network resilience and security of supply, but the 
cable has been suitably rated to cover long term demand requirements out to 2050 based on DFES 
scenarios and uptake of LCTs on the Islands. 
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Appendix E: Pre-application Consultation Presentation 

1. Pre-Application Consultation Event Presentation 
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CONTACT 
 
GERALDINE HIGGINS  
SUBSEA PROJECTS LIAISON LEAD (NORTH) 

[Redacted]
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