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CMAL SVRP EIA Screening Request - Fishnish 

1 Introduction 
This letter is a request for an Environmental Impact Assessment screening opinion from the Marine 
Directorate Licensing and Operations Team (MD-LOT) with regards the proposed works required at 
Fishnish, namely construction of an aligning structure, as part Caledonian Maritime Assets Ltd’s (CMAL) 
Small Vessel Replacement Programme (SVRP). 

To inform the EIA screening request, this report provides an outline description of the proposed works, 
identifies the key environmental issues, and details the way in which CMAL proposes to address them. It 
should be noted that all information is indicative given the early stage in the development of the proposed 
works; however, where required, worst case assumptions have been applied to ensure a robust and 
precautionary screening exercise has been undertaken. 

This letter is accompanied by: 

 A location plan (PC5424-RHD-XX-FH-D-EV-1020)

 A drawing of the works (PC5424-RHD-AS-FH-D-Z-1022); and

 An environmental constraints map (PC5424-RHD-XX-FH-D-EV-1021).

Redacted
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2 Relevant Legislation 

2.1 Marine Scotland Act 2010 
Part 4 of the Marine Scotland Act 2010 provides a framework for the marine licensing system for those 
‘licensable marine activities’ undertaken within Scottish waters below Mean High Water Springs. Marine 
Scotland is the regulatory authority for marine licensing in Scottish inshore and offshore waters. 

The proposed works are considered to constitute a marine licensable activity, being classified as 
construction, alteration or improvement of any works within the Scottish marine area in or over the sea, or 
on or under the seabed, as listed in Section 21 of the Marine Scotland Act 2010.  

2.2 Marine EIA Regulations 
In Scotland, the legislation relevant to works within the marine area, up to 12nm, is The Marine Works 
(Environmental Impact Assessment) (Scotland) Regulations 2017, hereafter the Marine EIA Regulations. 
The Marine EIA Regulations contains two Schedules that identify projects that are considered EIA 
development and whether an EIA is mandatory or whether this is dependent upon set thresholds and 
criteria, as follows:  

Schedule 1: development of this type requires that an EIA is undertaken; and, 

Schedule 2: development of this type may require that an EIA is undertaken depending on the scale 
of the development, its characteristics, and the sensitivity of the environment in which the 
development will take place. 

The proposed works do not fit the description of any works in Schedule 1. The proposed works are 
considered to fall under Schedule 2 category 10(m) Coastal work to combat erosion and maritime works 
capable of altering the coast through the construction, for example, of dykes, moles, jetties and other sea 
defence works, excluding the maintenance and reconstruction of such works. It is therefore necessary to 
consider the scale and characteristics of the works and the sensitivity of the receiving environment. 

3 Proposed Development 
The SVRP is part of the broader Vessel Replacement and Deployment Programme (VRDP) initiated by 
Transport Scotland. The VRDP identified eight smaller vessels that were either beyond or approaching 30 
years in service and close to the end of their operational life. The main objective of the SVRP is to provide 
new all-electric vessels for operation by Caledonian MacBrayne Ferries Ltd (CalMac) on multiple routes. 
The SVRP is expected to deliver a substantial reduction in carbon emissions compared to the older vessels 
being replaced, indicating a commitment by CMAL to environmental sustainability. 

This letter outlines the proposed works for Fishnish ferry terminal, to improve the resilience of the port 
infrastructure to accommodate the new electric vessels.  

Proposed modifications to the existing Fishnish ferry terminal comprise the construction of an aligning 
structure. The design of the structure is still in development, as is the location on either the east or west of 
the slipway, however it is anticipated that the aligning structure will consist of a monopiled structure of 
around 100m in length. A 1m wide steel walkway on the top of the structure will enable maintenance access 
to the navigation light positioned at the end of the structure (see Drawing PC5424-RHD-AS-FH-D-Z-1022 
which shows the option on the west of the slipway). 
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4 Site and Surrounding Area 

4.1 Location 
Fishnish ferry terminal is in a quiet rural setting on the east coast of the Isle of Mull (Drawing PC5424-
RHD-XX-FH-D-EV-1020). The surroundings consist predominantly of areas of woodland, and 
moorland/scrub. There is a Scottish Sea Farms site to the west of the site. 

The existing terminal consists of a concrete slipway, a small permanent terminal building (ticket office), 
and a single lane marshalling area. The slipway width is sufficient for the design vessel and the toe level 
allows for operation with no tidal limits. There is currently no aligning structure. The slipway is surrounded 
by very little rock armour with the foreshore being bedrock and mixed rocky sediment with a dense covering 
of seaweed (see Figure 4-1 and Figure 4-2). The site is sheltered from the south but exposed to the 
northwest.   

EUSeaMap data does not cover the Sound of Mull. However, British Geological Survey (BGS) data1 
classifies the Sound of Mull as mud and sandy mud, while the intertidal area around Fishnish is categorised 
as rock and hard substrate. 

Figure 4-1 Fishnish ferry terminal 

1 https://marinescotland.atkinsgeospatial.com/NMPI/default.aspx?redirect=false (accessed May 2024). 




















