
Moray West Offshore Wind Farm and Offshore Transmission Infrastructure (OfTI) 

Pre-application Consultation (PAC) Report 

 

This Pre-application Consultation (PAC) Report has been prepared in accordance with requirements 
of the Marine Licencing (Pre-application Consultation) (Scotland) Regulations 2013 in support of an 
application for a Marine Licence for the Moray West Offshore Transmission Infrastructure (OfTI) 
components of the Moray West Offshore Wind Farm.  

 

1. Proposed Licensable Marine Activity  

Please describe below or, where there is insufficient space, in a document attached to this form the 
proposed licensable marine activity, including its location 

Moray Offshore Windfarm (West) Limited (known as Moray West) are proposing to develop the 
following licensable marine activities/project; Moray West Offshore Wind Farm and Offshore 
Transmission Infrastructure (OfTI). Maps showing the location of the Offshore Wind Farm and OfTI 
are presented in Appendix A. 
 
The Moray West Offshore Wind Farm will comprise up to 85 Wind Turbine Generators (WTGs), 
associated substructures and seabed foundations, inter-array cables and any scour protection 
around substructures or cable protection.  The OfTI comprises up to two Offshore Substation 
Platforms (OSPs) which will be located within the Moray West Site, OSP interconnector cables and 
two offshore export cable circuits which will be located within the Offshore Export Cable Corridor 
and will be used to transmit the electricity generated by the offshore wind farm to shore.  The 
offshore export cable circuits come ashore in the Landfall Area which is located on the 
Aberdeenshire Coast between Findlater Castle and Redhythe Point, approximately 65 km south of 
the Moray West Site.   
 
The Marine Licensing (Pre-application Consultation) (Scotland) Regulations 2013 apply to all 
licensable marine activities (as defined under the Marine (Scotland) Act 2010) within Scottish 
marine area, the area of sea within the seaward limits of the territorial sea (0 – 12 nautical miles 
[nm]).  Given that Scottish marine area only extends to 12 nm, any infrastructure which lies 
beyond 12 nm is not subject to the requirements of the PAC Regulations.  This includes the Moray 
West Offshore Wind Farm (WTGs, substructures and inter-array cables) and the OfTI OSP(s) and 
OSP interconnector cables.  This PAC Report therefore focuses on the activities undertaken with 
respect to components of the OfTI located between MHWS and 12 nm; the offshore export cable 
circuits and landfall infrastructure located below MHWS. 
 

 

2. Applicant Details 

Title Initials Surname 
Ms S Edwards 

 

Trading Title (if appropriate) 

Moray Offshore Windfarm (West) Limited 



Address 

4th floor, 40 Princes Street, EH2 2BY, Edinburgh 
 

Name of contact (if different) 

n/a 
 

Position within Company (if appropriate) 

Offshore Consents Manager 
 

Telephone No. (inc. dialling code)  

 
 

Fax No. (inc. dialling code)  

n/a 
 

Company Registration No. 

10515140 
 

Email 

Sarah.Edwards@edpr.com  
 

Is this prospective applicant the proposed licensee? 

No 
 

If NO, please complete Section 3 below. 

 

3. Proposed Licensee Details 

Title Initials Surname 
Mr D Finch 

 

Trading Title (if appropriate) 

Moray Offshore Windfarm (West) Limited 
 

Address 

4th floor, 40 Princes Street, EH2 2BY, Edinburgh 

mailto:Sarah.Edwards@edpr.com


Name of contact (if different) 

n/a 
 

Position within Company (if appropriate) 

Managing Director 
 

Telephone No. (inc. dialling code)  

+44 (0) 131 718 3556 
 

Fax No. (inc. dialling code)  

n/a 
 

Company Registration No. 

10515140 
 

Email 

Dan.Finch@edpr.com  
 

4. Pre-application Consultation Event 

Please describe below or, where there is insufficient space, in a document attached to this form the 
pre-application consultation event 

The Pre-application consultation (PAC) event for the sections of the OfTI located within 12 nm 
(export cable circuits and landfall up to MHWS) was held on 15th January 2018 at the Station Hotel 
in Portsoy, Aberdeenshire from 12 noon to 8 pm.  
 
Notification of the event was advertised in the Press and Journal six weeks in advance on the 30th 
November 2017 and advertised more locally in the Banffshire Journal on the 9th January 2018 (see 
Appendix B).  The Maritime and Coastguard Agency (MCA), Northern Lighthouse Board (NLB), 
Scottish Natural Heritage (SNH) and Scottish Environment Protection Agency (SEPA) were all 
notified of the event by letter on the 30th November 2017 (see Appendix B). 
 
Moray West staff were present to greet, introduce the project proposals, explain the marine 
licence application process, answer any questions and outline how feedback could be provided at 
this point and later in the marine licensing process. Pop-up Display Boards (Appendix C) and 
Leaflets/Feedback Forms (Appendix D) were used to communicate information about the 
proposal and its components as well as explain where more information could be obtained and 
how to provide feedback. 
 

 

 

mailto:Dan.Finch@edpr.com


5. Information provided by the Prospective Applicant at the Pre-application Consultation Event  

Please provide below or, where there is insufficient space, in a document attached to this form 
details of any information provided by the prospective applicant for a marine licence at the pre-
application consultation event 

Pop-up display boards (Appendix C) and Leaflets (Appendix D) were used to communicate 
information about the proposed project. 
 

 

6. Information received by the Prospective Applicant at the Pre-application Consultation Event 

Please provide below or, where there is insufficient space, in a document attached to this form 
details of any comments and objections received by the prospective applicant for a marine licence at 
the pre-application consultation event 

There were approximately 62 people at the PAC event in Portsoy on the 15th January 2018. The 
attendees were mainly composed of local residents and landowners.  The main comments 
received from people attending the PAC event at Portsoy where in relation to the location of the 
landfall.  Most people were of the view that, while the landfall location had not been officially 
confirmed as Sandend Beach, it is the most obvious location for the landfall as it is the only large 
sandy beach along the entire section of coast within the Area of Search. 
 
Significant concerns were raised over the potential use of Sandend Beach as the landfall location. 
These concerns related to the following: 

- Disrupted/reduced access to beach for recreational purposes during installation of cables;  
- Damage to beach and sand dunes at the back of the beach during installation of cables;   
- Disrupted/reduced access to beach for surfing activities; 
- Reduced access to main surf area / waters within Sandend Bay;  
- Long-term impacts on the quality of the surf (wave height and frequency) due to the 

presence of cables on the seabed within the bay;  
- Potential effects on sea level and increased risk of flooding due to the presence of the 

cables within Sandend Bay; 
- Risk of the cables becoming exposed long term both on the beach and in the bay; and 
- General concerns over long term quality of the beach and impacts on the amenity value of 

the beach and surrounding area. 
 
These concerns were acknowledged by the Moray West team, who explained that while a final 
location for the landfall had not been determined, the concerns raised with regards to the use of 
Sandend Beach as a landfall location would be taken into account in determining the final landfall 
location.  The Moray West team also confirmed that concerns relating to physical effects of the 
export cables on the quality of the surf in Sandend Bay would be assessed in detail on the 
Offshore EIA Report (See Volume 2 of the Offshore EIA Report - Chapter 6: Physical Processes and 
Water Quality) and that potential effects on the surfing community in terms of access to the 
beach for surfing activities and direct impacts on the local surf school would be assessed as part of 
the Socio-Economics, Recreation and Tourism assessment (Offshore EIA Report – Volume 2: 
Chapter 15).     
 
Other comments received on the export cable corridor were limited and focused primarily on 
concerns of the potential effects of cable installation activities and presence of the cable on 
inshore fisheries, in particular the creel fishing fleet.  The main concern shared by fishermen 
attending the event was in relation to displacement from creel grounds along the export cable 



corridor and within the Landfall Area and increased risk of potential conflict with squid fisheries 
which are also increasing targeting nearshore waters. 
 
Questions and comments at the Portsoy PAC event were received by the Moray West team via 
face to face discussions but also through attendees completing feedback forms (which were part 
of the PAC Event Leaflets). The majority were received at the PAC event and only one was 
received after the event had taken place. Responses to specific questions/comments received 
during and after the Portsoy PAC event and further actions taken are described in Appendix E.  

 

7. Amendments made, or to be made, to the Application for a Marine Licence by the Prospective 
Applicant following their Consideration of Comments and/or Objections received at the Pre-
application Consultation Event 

Where any amendments are made, or are to be made, by the prospective applicant for a marine 
licence to the marine licence application as a direct result of their consideration of comments and/or 
objections received at the pre-application consultation event, please provide below or, where there 
is insufficient space, in a document attached to this form details of such amendments 

Responses to specific questions/comments received during and after the Portsoy PAC event and 
further actions taken are outlined in Appendix E. 
 
Further public engagement event(s) were organised and details of these/this are provided in 
Appendix F. 
 

 

8. Explanation of Approach taken by the Prospective Applicant where, following Relevant 
Comments and/or Objections being received by the Prospective Applicant at the Pre-
application Consultation Event, no Relevant Amendment is made to the Application for a 
Marine Licence 

Where, following comments and/or objections having been received by the prospective applicant for 
a marine licence at the pre-application consultation event, no relevant amendment is made to the 
application for a marine licence by the prospective applicant, then please provide below or, where 
there is insufficient space, in a document attached to this form an explanation for the approach 
taken 

Responses to specific questions/comments received during and after the Portsoy PAC event and 
further actions taken are provided in Appendix E. 
 
Further public engagement event(s) were organised and details of these/this are provided in 
Appendix F. 
 

 

 

 

 

 



CERTIFICATION 

Insert Name Sarah Edwards 
Insert Address Moray Offshore Windfarm (West) Limited 
 4th floor, 40 Princes Street 
Town Edinburgh 
County  
Postcode EH2 2BY 

 

I certify that I have complied with the legislative requirements relating to pre-application 
consultation and that the pre-application consultation has been undertaken in accordance with the 
statutory requirements. 

 

 

 

Signature     Date       31/05/18  

 



Appendices 

Appendix A – Moray West Offshore Wind Farm and Offshore Transmission Infrastructure Maps 

Appendix B – PAC Event Public Notices / Newspaper Adverts and Statutory Consultee Notifications 

Appendix C – PAC Event Pop-up Display Boards 

Appendix D – PAC Event Leaflet / Feedback Form 

Appendix E – Responses to Specific Questions/Comments 

Appendix F – Additional Consultation Events 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Appendix A – Moray West Offshore Wind Farm and Offshore Transmission Infrastructure 
Maps 
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Appendix B – PAC Event Public Notices / Newspaper Adverts and Statutory Consultee 
Notifications 

  















Appendix C – PAC Event Pop-up Display Boards 

  









Appendix D – PAC Event Leaflet / Feedback Form 

  



Offshore Submarine  

Export Cable  

Consulta�on 

Development of Moray East and Moray West   

In 2010, a	er winning the rights in the Moray Firth, Zone 1 (set by 

the Crown Estate) was divided into two, to allow the less-

constrained Moray East offshore wind farm to be developed first.  

Moray East was awarded consent by the Sco(sh Government in 

2014, and won a 950MW ‘Contract for Difference’ (the vital contract 

which will allow the project to progress to construc3on) in 2017.    

 

Mean3me, human ac3vi3es in the west (predominantly military and 

oil and gas) changed, and constraint to development eased. Devel-

opment of Moray West began in 2016, when an Environmental Im-

pact Assessment (EIA) scoping report was published with proposals 

for an offshore wind farm comprising  up to 90 turbines.   It is in-

tended that applica3ons for the consents to construct and operate 

the Moray West Offshore Wind Farm will be submi8ed to Sco(sh 

Ministers in early 2018. 

Your comments are invited on these proposals by 5 Feb.2018   

Please use the enclosed tear off slip and return to: Moray West, 4th Floor, 40 Princes St, EDIN BURGH  EH2 2BY 

Your comments are invited on: 

1. The development of offshore wind genera3on in the Moray Firth : 

 

 

 

 

2. The loca3on of the proposed  export corridor and landfall: 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Method of export cable installa3on and planned works: 

 

 

 

 

 

4. Accessibility of the Consulta3on Event and Informa3on provided: 

 

 

 

 

 

5. Any other Comments: 

 

 

 

 

 

Name: ………………………………………………………………………………. 

Address: …………………………………………………………………………….      Postcode ………………………….. 

Email …………………………………………………………………………………. 

Tel. 0131556 7602, c/o EDPR UK Ltd, 4th Floor, 40 Princes St, Edinburgh, EH2 2BY 



Loca�on Of Offshore Submarine Cable Corridor 
Offshore Submarine Export Cable  

The offshore export cable circuits will transfer power from 

the wind farm to a landfall loca3on in the vicinity of 

Sandend Bay.   Two export cable circuits will be installed 

within the Offshore Export Cable Corridor. 

  

The export cables will be made up of a number of conduc-

tor cores, usually made from copper or aluminium.  These 

will be surrounded by layers of insula3ng material as well 

as material to armour the cables for protec3on from exter-

nal damage, and material to keep the cables water3ght.   

 

Cable Installa�on 

The cables will be buried below the seabed wherever pos-

sible, typically to a depth of 1 m.  However, depending on 

seabed condi3ons within the export cable corridor the ca-

bles may be buried up to depths of 3 m.   The cables are 

likely to be installed using one of two techniques (or possi-

bly a combina3on of both depending on seabed condi-

3ons).  These include jet trenchers, which use water jets to 

so	en the sediment allowing the cables to sink into the 

seabed, or ploughing , where a plough tool is pulled along 

the seabed to create a trench for the cable to be lowered 

into from the cable installa3on vessel.   

  

In areas where burial of the cable in the seabed is not pos-

sible (due to seabed condi3ons or presence of other ob-

struc3ons) other forms of cable protec3on may be re-

quired.  These are likely to include measures such as rock 

placement (graded pieces of stone or rock placed on and 

around the cables); concrete ma8resses (ar3culated con-

crete blocks which are linked by a polypropylene rope 

la(ce and placed over the cables); grout bags and/or the 

installa3on of a cable protec3on system (CPS) around the 

cable.   

  

 

 

 

 

 

If rock placement, ma8ressing or grout bags are used to 

protect cables, they are typically used to construct a berm 

on the seabed on top of the cable. Such berms would be up 

to 3 m wide and up to 1.5 m high above the seabed. 

  

At the landfall, the cables will be installed using one of two 

methods.  These include the open cut trench technique 

which involves cu(ng a trench across the beach between 

Mean Low Water Spring (MLWS) and Mean High Water 

Spring (MHWS).  Once the cable has been placed in the 

trench, the trench will then be backfilled and the beach 

returned to its previous state.   The other op3on is a tech-

nique called Horizontal Direc3onal Drilling (HDD) which 

involves drilling a duct beneath the beach (or rocks / cliffs 

depending on the loca3on of the final landfall). The cable is 

then pulled through the duct for connec3on to the onshore 

cables.    

 

Consulta�on 

The offshore submarine cable infrastructure will be located 

within the corridor indicated on the map above, whose 

central grid reference is UTM 30N 19884, and lies within 

the Sco(sh Marine Area, 0  22km from the Moray coast.  

The infrastructure will only occupy a small part of the corri-

dor which is considerably wider in order to allow flexibility 

in the design of the final cable route. 

 

 

The deposit of the submarine export cable circuits and as-

sociated works within the Sco(sh Marine Area cons3tutes 

a marine licensable ac3vity under the Marine (Scotland) 

Act 2010.  

 

 

This consulta3on seeks your views on the proposed off-

shore submarine export cables. Space for responses is pro-

vided overleaf.  Alterna3vely proposal may be viewed 

online at www.moraywest.com  

 Persons wishing to provide comments on the proposed 

submarine export cables can do so by wri3ng to the appli-

cant at: 

 

info@moraywest.co.uk or by post to: 

Moray Offshore Windfarm (West) Limited, 4th Floor, 40 

Princes Street, EDINBURGH, EH2 2BY 

 

In either case not later than 5 February 2018.  

Comments should be dated and should clearly state the 

name and full return email or postal address of those mak-

ing comment.  

Comments made to the applicant are not representa3ons 

to the Marine Scotland Licencing Opera3ons Team (MS-

LOT). If Moray West Offshore Wind Farm submits an appli-

ca3on for a marine licence to MS-LOT, an opportunity will 

be given for representa3ons to be made to the Sco(sh 

Ministers on the applica3on. 

 

 

 

 

 



Appendix E – Responses to Specific Questions/Comments 

The following table provides a summary of the main questions/comments raised during and after 
the Portsoy PAC event via face to face discussions and through submission of feedback forms. The 
table also provides Moray West’s responses to those questions/comments and actions taken to 
address specific concerns.   It should be noted that where PAC event attendees asked similar 
questions or made similar comments, these have been collated and are reported below as a single 
question/comment with a response to that specific question/comment. 

 

 



 
Questions/Comments         
Raised by PAC Event Attendees  Moray West Response  Further Action Taken by Moray West 

Where will the cables be 
brought ashore?  

Moray West are still to determine the final location for 
the landfall.  This is to be informed by more detailed 
engineering and environmental studies.   

Following the PAC event and concerns raised over 
the lack of clarity regarding the location of the 
proposed landfall, Moray West expanded the area 
of search.  This area under consideration for a 
landfall location is now referred to as the Landfall 
Area which is the area included in both the Marine 
Licence and PPiP applications.   This refined Landfall 
Area extends east from Findlater Castle to Redhythe 
Point.   It includes Sandend Bay but does not include 
Sunnyside Bay.  A final landfall location within the 
Landfall Area will be identified after more detailed 
engineering survey investigations have taken place 
and in conjunction with responses received during 
the marine licensing process. Selection of the final 
landfall location will take into account the responses 
received and concerns raised during both the OfTI 
PAC event and the subsequent onshore PAC events.     

Limited locations along the coast 
except Sunnyside Bay and 
Sandend – will the landfall be 
one of these locations?  

Moray West are still to determine the final location for 
the landfall.  Sunnyside Bay was initially considered as a 
possible option.  However, the presence of high, steep 
cliffs at the back of the beach present a potential 
technical challenge to bringing the cables ashore at this 
location.   

What are the reasons for not 
bringing the cables ashore at 
Sunnyside Bay?  

The presence of high, steep cliffs at the back of 
Sunnyside beach present a potential technical challenge 
to bringing the cables ashore at this location.   

Has Moray West considered a 
HDD solution to bring the cables 
ashore at Sunnyside Bay 

Moray West has explored options for using HDD 
techniques at Sunnyside Bay. However, due to the 
height of the cliffs in this location, this option has been 
assessed by cable engineers are being technically very 
challenging.    

If Sunnyside Bay is not suitable, 
other than Sandend, what other 
alternative landfall locations 
have been considered?   

Moray West acknowledges that the information 
provided during the PAC event on alternative locations 
considered as a potential landfall (other than Sunnyside 
Bay and Sandend) was limited.   However, other 
locations had been considered as part of the work 
carried out to refine the Area of Search.   This included 
consideration of alternative landfall locations to the east 
of Sandend Beach (in the vicinity of Redhythe Point).  
This stretch of coast was included in the Area of Search, 
upon which the pre-application consultation was carried 
out.     

Based on feedback received during the PAC event, 
Moray West revisited the alternative landfall 
locations in the vicinity of the Redhythe Point (east 
of Sandend Bay).  These alternative locations have 
been taken forward for inclusion in an expanded 
Landfall Area.  This section of the coast (as well as all 
part of the Landfall Area) will be subject to more 
detailed engineering investigations (studies and 
surveys) as part of the identification of a final 
landfall location.     



 
Questions/Comments         
Raised by PAC Event Attendees  Moray West Response  Further Action Taken by Moray West 

If the cables are brought ashore 
at Sandend, local residents will 
no longer be able to access the 
beach.  

Moray West explained that all construction activities at 
the landfall would be temporary in nature lasting 
anywhere between a few weeks (for open cut trenching 
installation methods) or a few months (for HDD 
methods).   In the event that a HDD solution is used, 
potential effects on the beach (in terms of restricted 
access) would be limited as the cables would be routed 
beneath the beach in pre-drilled ducts which would 
extend from a point landward of the MHWS offshore to 
a suitable location (where there is sufficient water 
depth) offshore.  However, there may still be a need to 
implement some access restrictions during HDD 
operations for health and safety reasons.  

As part of on-going engineering investigations to 
identify a preferred landfall location, Moray West 
plans to carry out a geophysical and geotechnical 
survey of the entire stretch of coastline included 
within the Landfall Area in order to confirm what 
type of sediment and rock is present along the coast 
and in the nearshore water.  These surveys are 
necessary as they will help to inform the selection of 
the final landfall location and the best method to be 
used to install the cable (e.g. open cut trench or 
HDD).   

Sandend Beach is a very popular 
surfing location.  Presence of the 
landfall will restrict surfing 
activities in this location.  This 
will affect surfers directly who 
use the beach all year round and 
the local surf school as they will 
no longer be able run lessons 
etc.    

As noted above, any beach access restrictions will be 
short term and temporary, limited to a few weeks (if 
using open cut trenching techniques) or a few months 
(for HDD activities).  However, there should be no direct 
effects on the beach associated with HDD methods, 
although there could still be reduced access for health 
and safety reasons.  It is also likely that there will be 
some access restrictions to surfing in the bay due to the 
presence of construction / cable lay vessels and other 
support vessels involved in the cable laying activities. 
However, these access restrictions will only be short 
term and temporary.        

Potential effects on surfers have been assessed in 
the Moray West Offshore EIA Report – Volume 2 
Chapter 6: Physical Processes and Water Quality and 
Chapter 15: Socio-economics, Recreation and 
Tourism and will be taken into consideration in the 
selection of the final landfall location.     



 
Questions/Comments         
Raised by PAC Event Attendees  Moray West Response  Further Action Taken by Moray West 

Local residents are concerned 
that although Moray West states 
the construction activities will be 
temporary and any restricted 
access to the beach will only be 
short term, there is concern 
based on evidence from along 
the coast (Portgordon) of the 
potential for cable installation 
activities at the landfall to last 
much longer than a few weeks / 
months.   

Moray West is not in a position to comment of cable 
installation activities occurring elsewhere along the 
Moray Coast.  
The timescales predicted for cable installation at the 
Moray West landfall using open cut trench techniques 
and HDD operations are based on experience and 
current construction best practice and refer to the 
timescales over which the physical operations will occur.   
For both techniques there is likely to be a requirement 
to construct a temporary construction compound, which 
may include a HDD drill rig.  The construction compound 
/ drill rigs will be positioned above the MHWS and will 
also be required to support other activities such as 
construction of the underground Transition Joint Bays 
(JTBs) and some sections of the onshore cables.  There 
may also be a delay between installation of the HDD 
duct and delivery of the offshore export cables.  
Consequently, there is potential for the construction 
compounds to be present for a longer duration than a 
few months.  However, the activities that would 
potentially affect the beach and access to the beach 
would still be limited to a period of a few weeks / 
months.     

Concerns raised by Sandend residents during the 
PAC event in terms of the duration of cable 
installation activities at the landfall and duration of 
any beach access restrictions will be taken into 
account as part of the detailed investigations to 
identify a final landfall location within the Landfall 
Area.  
 
In the event that Sandend is selected as the 
preferred location for the landfall, Moray West will 
seek to minimise the potential for any localised 
disruption due to the presence of a construction 
compound and the duration of any beach access 
restrictions during the construction period.       



 
Questions/Comments         
Raised by PAC Event Attendees  Moray West Response  Further Action Taken by Moray West 

There is concern that the 
presence of the cables in the bay 
long term will affect the quality 
of the surf (height and frequency 
of the waves).   

Where Moray West uses the open cut trench technique 
to bring the cables ashore there will be a requirement 
(as set out in the Design Envelope for the Offshore Wind 
Farm and OfTI (EIA Report - Volume 2: Chapter 4 
Development Description) for the cables to be buried to 
minimum depth of 1 m (up to 3 m depending on seabed 
conditions).  Only where burial is not possible due to 
hardness of the seabed will cable protection measures 
be used.  
The potential effects of the cable within Sandend Bay on 
the quality of the surf have been assessed in the EIA 
Report - Volume 2: Chapter 6: Physical Processes and 
Water Quality. This assessment concludes that there will 
be no long-term effects on the quality of surf due to the 
presence of the cables. 

Concerns over the presence of the cable in the bay 
and potential effects on the quality of the surf will 
be taken into account as part of the engineering 
investigations to identify a final landfall location and 
associated cable routing studies looking at the 
offshore approach to the final landfall.  Where 
possible Moray West will seek to ensure that any 
cables installed within Sandend Bay are buried 
(either using through trenching or an HDD solution).  
There are no plans to use additional cable 
protection measures within Sandend Bay.  



 
Questions/Comments         
Raised by PAC Event Attendees  Moray West Response  Further Action Taken by Moray West 

Sand in the bay is highly mobile.  
Is there a risk that the cables will 
become exposed overtime?     

The potential for coastal erosion causing cable exposure 
at a Sandend Bay landfall has been assessed as part of 
the EIA. Conclusions from this assessment are presented 
in the Offshore EIA Report Volume 2 - Chapter 6: 
Physical Processes and Water Quality.   The assessment 
concludes that although there have been historically low 
levels of morphological change at the coast, this could 
change in the future as a result of climate change and 
corresponding changes in sea level.   Although unlikely 
to occur, potential effects of cable exposure have been 
assessed with respect to impacts on the Cullen to Stake 
Ness SSSI and requirements for future re-burial in the 
event that the cables do become exposed.   This risk 
does not apply to a HDD solution as the cables will be 
buried several meters beneath the beach within ducts 
that are drilled through solid rock. 

Engineering studies will consider the potential for 
exposure of the cable during operation of the 
project.  As identified in the Offshore EIA Report 
(Volume 2 – Chapter 6: Physical Processes and 
Water Quality) the potential risk of exposure is 
limited based on the historically low levels of 
morphological change within the Sandend Bay area 
of the coast.  However, the risk of exposure of the 
cables in the future is a major consideration for 
operation of the development.  A key requirement 
of the detailed engineering studies will be to 
identify the most suitable landfall technique to be 
used (open cut trench or HDD) to achieve maximum 
burial depths in order to minimise the risk of cable 
exposure in the future. 



 
Questions/Comments         
Raised by PAC Event Attendees  Moray West Response  Further Action Taken by Moray West 

Local residents are concerned 
that any activities involving 
installation of the cables using 
open cut trenching techniques 
will permanently affect the 
appearance of the beach.     

All infrastructure and cables at the landfall will be buried 
beneath the ground and therefore will not be visible 
during operation of the Moray West Offshore Wind 
Farm.   Where an open cut trench technique is used to 
install the cables, there will be full reinstatement of the 
affected area (e.g. beach) following installation of the 
cable and closure of the trench.  Where a HDD solution 
is used, all ducts and cables will be drilled several meters 
beneath the ground.  Connections to the onshore cables 
will be within the TJBs which will also be buried and 
disturbed ground above the TJBs (located landward of 
MHWS) fully reinstated.  As noted above, the risk of 
cable exposure during operation of the wind farm has 
been assessed in the Offshore EIA Report (Volume 2 – 
Chapter 6: Physical Process and Water Quality).     

As noted previously, Moray West will seek to ensure 
through detailed engineering studies that the cables 
remain buried for the duration of the Development.   
Potential long-term effects on the visual amenity 
value of the beach and bay therefore will be 
negligible. 
 
These responses are provided in direct response to 
questions about Sandend Beach and Bay. As noted 
above, Moray West is still to determine the final 
landfall location which will be located somewhere 
along the coast between Findlater Castle and 
Redhythe Point. 

 

 

 



Appendix F – Additional Consultation Events 

Sandend Community Council Public Meeting 

In response to concerns raised at the Portsoy PAC event on 15th January 2018, Moray West was 
invited to attended a Fordyce, Sandend and District Community Council Public Meeting at Sandend 
Community Hall on 8th February 2018. In attendance at the Public Meeting last were senior 
representatives from EDPR UK/Moray West and approximately 100 members of the general public. 

An introduction to the company, designation of offshore wind farm zones and development process 
was provided by Moray West. After this the floor was open to the public and Moray West answered 
a variety of questions. This included specific questions regarding the proposed location of the 
landfall for the offshore export cables and potential effects of a landfall at Sandend Beach on local 
residents, the surfing community and overall amenity values of Sandend Beach and village.  

Responding to questions Moray West committed to hold an additional onshore PAC consultation 
event in Sandend Village Hall, in addition to three events already planned at different locations 
(Buckie, Keith and Portsoy) to ensure maximum attendance from local residents and to engage with 
the community on an ongoing basis. 

After the meeting, members of the Community Council and local residents from Sandend were given 
an opportunity to meet members of the Moray West Offshore Wind Farm Development Team and 
to ask further questions about the proposed development. 

 

Onshore Pre-Application Consultation Activities 

In addition to the PAC event for the Moray West OfTI (including the Offshore Export Cable Corridor 
and Landfall Area), Moray West has carried out a series of PAC events in support of the Onshore 
Transmission Infrastructure application (i.e. the Planning Permission in Principle [PPiP] application).   
The location and date of these OnTI PAC events are provided below: 

- Old Coach House Hotel, High Street, Buckie, AB56 1AR – Tuesday 27th February 2018 

- Royal Hotel, Church St, Keith, AB55 5BR – Wednesday 28th February 2018 

- Sandend Village Hall, The Bents, Sandend, Banff – Wed 7th March 2018 

- Station Hotel, 22 Seafield St, Portsoy, Banff, AB45 2QT – Thursday 29th March 2018 

 

Further information on the feedback received during these PAC events and Moray West’s 
consideration of this feedback in the Onshore EIA Report and PPiP applications is provided in the 
Onshore PAC Report. 
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