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1 INTRODUCTION 
 
 
1.1 This Pre-Application Consultation (PAC) Report has been prepared by Ironside Farrar on behalf of 

St Andrews Links Trust (SALT) and accompanies the Marine Scotland Application for sand recharge 
works at Outhead, St Andrews. 
 

1.2 This report details the following: 
 
 The groups, individuals and stakeholders that have been consulted. 
 The steps undertaken as part of the Pre-Application consultation process.  
 How consultation has been undertaken. 
 Feedback from consultees. 
 Records of a consultation event undertaken together with feedback. 
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2  CONSULTATION EVENT 
 
2.1 This section summarises the consultation event undertaken by SALT during the pre-application 

stage of the application process.  
 
 Event Advertisement  

 
2.2 A statutory public notice advertising the online consultation was placed in the Angus and Dundee 

Edition of the Courier on Wednesday 26th April 2023. A copy of the advertisement can be found in 
Appendix 1.  

 
2.3 Local Elected Members Councillors plus MSP and MP were all notified of the consultation process 

by email.  These were Cllrs Verner, Clark, Lawson and Liston alongside Willie Rennie MSP and 
Wendy Chamberlain MP. 

 
 Consultation Event 

2.4  A Public Consultation Event was help at the Jubilee Green Keeping Centre, West Sands Road, St 
Andrews, KY169XL. Consultation boards were available for public viewing at the consultation event 
and a full copy of the boards is included in Appendix 2. Photographs of the event are also included 
in Appendix 3. The event venue was publicly accessible to all and the closest building to the 
proposed works. 

 
2.5 The first event was visited by 4 individuals and 2 comments were received on the day – see 

appendices. 
 

 
 

Consultation Event – Photograph 1 
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Consultation Event – Photograph 2 

 
 
Consultation Event Feedback 
 
2.6 The following sections outline the feedback received during the consultation event along with a design 

team response: 
 

2.7 There was little public attendance at the consultation event with only four people attending, however 
all persons viewing the information boards expressed support for the project. Verbal comments on the 
day and two written comments that were received for the project were positive. No alterations or 
proposed changes to the design were suggested. Written comments are included in Appendix 4. 

 
2.8 Given that no proposed changes or variations were proposed, the design as reflected at the 

consultation event was not altered after the event and the proposals are brought forward as presented 
on the day. 
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3       CONSULTATION FEEDBACK AND DEVELOPER RESPONSE 
 
3.1 This section summarises the consultation undertaken and responses received with/from 

consultees outwith the consultation event. Consultation responses are included in Appendix 4. 
 
3.2 Consultees contacted and a brief summary of their response are detailed below: 
 

Statutory Consultees 
 

 Northern Lighthouse Board (No Objec on - response a ached) 
 Mari me and Coastguard Agency (Le er outlining their role and obliga ons, no project 

specific comments - response a ached) 
 SEPA (Noted they will respond directly to FC if consulted - response a ached) 
 NatureScot (Noted RIAA is very robust, agree with screening in and out jus fica ons 

and that there will be no adverse impacts for any of the no fied interests of the SACs 
and SPA. Requested review of combina on affects – response a ached) 

 
Other Consultees 
 

 Fife Council (Confirm that no EIA is required for areas within their remit - response 
a ached) 

 Cllrs Verner, Clark, Lawson, Liston (no response) 
 Willie Rennie MSP and Wendy Chamberlain MP (no response) 
 Royal Burgh of St Andrews Community Council (no response) 
 Fife Coast and Countryside Trust (no response) 
 RYA Scotland (No comment - response a ached) 
 RSPB (Will respond to planning applica on and MS License applica on - response 

a ached) 
 
3.3 In general there were few material comments on the scheme proposal. NatureScot were 

consulted throughout the design process and were also issued the following detailed reports:  
 Report to Inform Appropriate Assessment (RIAA);  
 Ecological Impact Assessment (EcIA). 

 
They requested that a review of combination effects, including historic recharge works, were 
included in final reporting. This was completed as requested. 
 
Fife Council confirmed that no EIA was required for works within their remit. 
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4 SUMMARY AND CONCLUSION 

 
4.1 A Public Consultation for the proposed recharge works was advertised in the local press and took 

place at the Jubilee Green Keeping Centre, which is close to the proposed works. The consultation 
was undertaken in accordance with the requirements of Marine Scotland 

 
4.2 There was little public attendance at the consultation event however all persons attending 

expressed support for the project. 
 
4.3 Other stakeholders and statutory consultees were also consulted through the process and 

responses are included in this report. 
 
4.4 NatureScot, who are seen as a key consultee for the works, were kept informed throughout the 

design process and were issued with full copies of EcIA and RIAA reporting in advance of Planning 
and MS Licence applications. Their feedback on reporting was positive and their Pre Application 
comments incorporated into final reporting. 
 

4.4 SALT are grateful to those who took time to review the proposals and provide comments.  
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Appendix 1 – Statutory Notice: Local Press Advert 
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Appendix 2 – Consultation Boards 

    

  



ST ANDREWS LINKS TRUST 
OUTHEAD NATURAL BEACH RECHARGE

IronsideFarrar

PROPOSED EXTENT OF WORKS: 
EXTRACTION AND DEPOSITION AREAS
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GENERAL ARRANGEMENT & 
PROPOSED CONTOUR PLAN
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TYPICAL CROSS SECTION & 
STANDARD DETAIL DRAWING
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GENERAL ARRANGEMENT & 
PROPOSED CONTOUR PLAN
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Zone of shoreline erosion, Outhead, 
March 2023. The area of erosion starts in 
the foreground in the lee of the northern 
end of the gabion baskets and thereafter 
extends northwards for ca. 120 m. 
Photo courtesy of Ranald Strachan.

Reproduction of photograph of the 
coastal defences along the south side 

of the Eden estuary, 1979.  
Photograph from Ritchie (1979).

THEN AND NOW –
1979 AND 2023 PHOTOGRAPHS
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Topography of Outhead area shortly 
after the September 2008 sediment 
recharge. Note positioning of fencing. 
Photo courtesy of M Chocolek.

Outhead beach topography, 
January 2002, as it existed 
shortly after the 2001 
sediment recharge. 
Photo acknowledged to 
Dr J Jarvis.

Sediment recharge 
adjacent to 8th tee of 

Jubilee golf course, 2008. 
Photo courtesy of 

Gordon Moir.

PREVIOUS RECHARGE WORKS
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SUPPORTING STUDIES AND REPORTS
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West sands designations both SPAs

West sands designations Firth of Tay SAC

West sands location & works

ECOLOGICAL INFORMATION
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West sands seal hauloutsWest sands bird feeding

ECOLOGICAL INFORMATION (cont.)
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OUTHEAD TODAY
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Appendix 3  - Event Photographs 
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  Appendix 4  - Event Register, Feedback Forms and Consultee Responses



[Redacted]



[Redacted]

[Redacted]



[Redacted]



                    
 
SCREENING OPINION – ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT (SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 
2017 (EIA Regs) 
 
23/01186/SCR – EIA screening opinion request for natural beach recharge and stabilisation works 
to dunes on land to the north-west of West Sands Road, West Sands Road, St Andrews, Fife 
 
Proposal 

The developer has submitted a request for a screening opinion for the above noted proposal.  The 
supporting documentation includes all the information required by the regulations, including a location 
plan, a description of the development, a description of the location of the development and the physical 
characteristics of the site, a description of the aspects of the environment likely to be significantly affected 
by the development and any likely significant environmental impacts. The submission also refers to 
proposals to mitigate against any significant environmental effects and includes a construction 
environmental management plan. 

Location and Site Description 

The application relates to two sites at the Outhead in the Eden Estuary.  The first site (donor site) is located 
in the sandbank area to the north-east of this natural peninsular, and the second (recipient) site is located 
along the north-western corner of the Outhead.  The donor site consists of an area of level sandbank, 
whilst the recipient site consists of a coastal beach foreshore environment with a raised vegetated (marram 
grass) bank backdrop, which has become eroded through time.  Access to the sites can be achieved via 
the West Sands Road then the designated beach/dune pathways.  The site would extend for a length of 
175 metres along the dunes/parallel to the beach and would extend seawards by some 25 to 30 metres.  
The works would involve approximately 120000 t0 15000 cubic metres of sand which would be extracted 
from the donor site and then used for the natural beach recharge.  The adjacent land uses are leisure and 
recreational (Golf Course) and the estuary itself.  Both sites are located within the Firth of Tay - Eden 
Estuary Special Protection Area (SPA) and Special Area of Conservation (SAC), which have European 
protection for their wintering birds (individual species and total assemblage greater than 20,000 birds), for 
a number of breeding bird species (especially the Little Tern), its population of Harbour Seals and for a 
range of ecological habitat types (estuaries, inter-tidal mudflats and sandflats not covered by seawater at 
low water, and sub-tidal sandbanks).  The site is also located within a Local Landscape Area and the Eden 
Estuary Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) and Local Nature Reserve (LNR). 

Type of Development 

The proposed development does not fall within Schedule 1. The proposal is a Schedule 2 development of 
the EIA Regulations. In this case:   

10. Infrastructure Projects  

     (m)  Coastal works to combat erosion and maritime works capable of altering the coast 
through the construction, for example, of dykes, moles, jetties, and other sea defence 
works, excluding the maintenance and reconstruction of such works. 

The applicable threshold and criteria associated with Section 10 (m) type developments are:-  

            All development  

           

Assessment of Impacts 

To assist with this assessment Planning Circular 1/2017, PAN 1/2013 (Revised June 2017), and the 
Scottish Government EIA web-pages provide recommended checklists and guidance, whilst Schedule 3 
to The Town & Country Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) (Scotland) Regulations 2017 sets 
out indicative thresholds and criteria regarding the type and scale of development.  They all provide advice 



and guidance from which the requirements for an EIA can be assessed and conversely the sort of 
development for which an EIA is unlikely to be necessary.  Schedule 3 to the EIA Regulations (“Selection 
Criteria for Screening Schedule 2 Development”) sets a context within which the significance of the 
potential effect on the environment can be assessed.  These are:- characteristics of the development, 
environmental/ecological sensitivity of the location, and the characteristics of the potential impact. 

The key considerations in this respect are outlined below (these are not exhaustive): 

 Residential amenity (noise/odour/dust etc). 
 Landscape/Visual impact. 
 Climate Change. 
 Drainage/Flooding. 
 Potential impacts on marine/ornithological and other recorded flora and fauna interests etc 

(in terms of roosting/breeding/feeding/migration patterns etc). 
 Impact on wider ecology/natural heritage/designated sites and their related conservation 

objectives. 
 Contamination/pollution/ground conditions. 
 Transportation and access. 
 Impact of temporary facilities/works. 
 Impact on services and safety/infrastructure. 
 Accident/Incident/Emergency protection/arrangements. 
 Pollution prevention. 
 Decommissioning/demolition/construction operations. 
 Necessity/effectiveness of proposal. 
 Consideration of alternative solutions. 
 Future monitoring and remedial works. 

 
The Planning Authority is obliged to assess the proposal against indicative criteria in Schedule 3 to the 
Regulations to determine whether or not the proposed development is likely to have significant effects on 
the environment.  Planning Circular 1/2017 provides guidance on the EIA (Scotland) Regulations 2017 
and states that Schedule 2 development will require an EIA if it is likely to have significant effects on the 
environment by virtue of factors such as its size, nature or location.  This circular also states that the extent 
to which mitigation or other measures are taken into account in reaching a screening opinion will depend 
on the facts of each case. In some cases, the measures may form part of the proposal, be modest in scope 
or so plainly and easily achievable that it will be possible to reach a conclusion that there is no likelihood 
of significant environmental effects. The planning authority must have regard to the information provided 
by the developer and should interpret this in light of the precautionary principle and taking into account the 
degree of uncertainty in relation to the environmental impact, bearing in mind that there may be cases 
where the uncertainties are such that Environmental Impact Assessment is required. 

In this case, whilst the full final technical specifications have yet to be submitted there is sufficient detail 
provided at this stage to allow an EIA Screening Opinion to be carried out. 

Conclusion 

Regulation 3 of the Environmental Impact Assessment (Scotland) Regulations 2017 prohibits the granting 
of Planning Permission for such developments likely to have significant effects on the environment 
because of factors such as its nature, size or location, unless the EIA procedures have been followed.  
Further to this, Regulation 3 also requires a Planning Authority to state in their decision that they have 
done so. 

Taking into account the characteristics of the development (e.g. scale, location, works/methods of 
remediation proposed, materials and operations proposed, likely wider geographical implications etc), the 
environmental sensitivity of its location and surrounds, the potential impact on species and other 
environmental/natural heritage issues, other materially relevant environmental related criteria, the 
completion of the Scottish Government EIA Screening Checklist, and the Selection Criteria for Screening 
Schedule 2 Development, the Council as Planning Authority has adopted the opinion that the proposal will 
not require an EIA.  It is considered that the proposed CEMP and mitigation measures would result in no 
significant environmental impacts on the site in EIA terms.  The impact on the site will also be fully 
assessed through any future application for full planning permission and any proposed mitigation 
measures could be controlled through any potential permission.   



Please be aware that this opinion takes account of all the materially relevant information submitted as 
part of the applicant’s EIA Screening Opinion request dated April 2023.  The Planning Authority therefore 
reserves the right to review this opinion should a formal application be lodged in the future for this 
proposal and circumstances have changed in the interim period (i.e., material changes have been made 
to the remediation works proposed etc). 
 

          

Scott Simpson Declan Semple 
Planner (Planning Applications) Lead Officer (Planning applications) 
Major Business and Customer Service                      Major Business and Customer Service  
Planning Services   Planning Services 
 
31st May 2023 1st June 2023  

[Redacted][Redacted]



(a) Yes/No (b) 
Briefly describe

                                                                                                    
(c) Effect likely to be significant?

No No
No No

No No

No No

No No
No No 
No No
No No
No No
No No
No No

No No

No No

No No

No No

No No

No No

No No

No No

No No

No No

No No

No No

No

No

No

No

No

No

No

No

- combustion of fossil fuels from stationary or mobile sources?

- burning of waste in open air (e.g. slash material, construction debris)?

- materials handling including storage or transport?

- dust or odours from handling of materials including construction materials, sewage & waste?

- construction activities including plant & equipment?

- production processes?

- incineration of waste?

(b)  Cumulation with other development

(c)  Use of natural resources
Will construction or operation of the development use natural resources such as the following:

- land (especially undeveloped or agricultural land)?
- water?
- minerals?
- aggregates?
- forests and timber?

(e)  Pollution and nuisances

- contaminated soils or material?

- any other solid wastes?

- liquid or solid wastes in suspension?

- agricultural wastes?

EIA Screening Checklist   

Case Reference Number:           23/01186/SCR
Development Description….      EIA screening opinion request for  natural beach recharge and stabilisation works to dunes 

SCREENING OPINION - ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT (SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2017

GUIDANCE ON SCREENING

Will it lead to further consequential development or works (e.g. new roads, extraction of 
aggregate, provision of new water supply, generation or transmission of power, increased 
housing and sewage disposal)?

The items on this checklist are only indicative.  Planning authorities and developers should consider particular circumstances of each application to ensure all characteristics of the development and 
its location are taken into account.  Significance should be considered in terms of - extent, transboundary nature, magnitude and complexity, probability, duration, frequency and reversibility of any 
impact(s).

Will the development be out of scale with the existing environment?
(a)  Size of development

1 - CHARACTERISTICS OF THE DEVELOPMENT

SCREENING CHECKLIST

Are there potential cumulative impacts with other existing development or development not yet 
begun but for which planning permission exists?

Should the application for this development be regarded as an integral part of a more 
substantial project?  If so, can related developments which are subject to separate applications 
proceed independently?

- surplus product?

- sewage sludge or other sludge's from effluent treatment?

- energy including electricity and fuels?

- municipal waste (household and/or commercial)?

- any other resources which are non-renewable or in short supply?
(d)  Production of Waste

- hazardous or toxic wastes (including radioactive)?

- other industrial process wastes?

Will the development produce wastes during construction or operation or decommissioning?                                                                        

- spoil, overburden or mine wastes?

- construction or demolition wastes?

- redundant machinery or equipment?

Only during the construction process and 
no significant pollution anticipated.  May 
also be pollution from traffic including 
construction vehicles visiting the site. 
This would, however, be fully assessed 
in terms of air quality impact during any 
future planning application and this would 
not be considered significant in EIA 
terms.

Will the development release pollutants or any hazardous toxic or noxious substances to air?

Emissions from:-

- any other sources?



No

Yes

No

No

Yes

No 
No 

No 
No 
No 
Yes

No 
No 
No 
No 

Yes
No 
No 
No 
No 
Yes
Yes
Yes
No 
Yes
No 
No 
No 
No 
No 
No 
No 
Yes
No 
No 
No 
No 
No 
No 
No 
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No 
No 
No 
No 
No 
No 

- dredging?
- coastal structures (seawalls, piers)?

above ground buildings, structures or earthworks including linear structures, cut & fill or 

- introduction of alien species?

- long term dismantling or decommissioning or restoration works?

- offshore structures?

(g)  Other characteristics: potential physical changes (topography, land use, changes in waterbodies etc) from construction, operation or 

- stream crossings?
- abstraction or transfers of water from ground or surface waters?
- changes in waterbodies or the land surface affecting drainage or run-off?

- facilities for storage of goods or materials?
- facilities for treatment or disposal of solid wastes or liquid effluents?
- facilities for long term housing of operational workers?

- influx of people to an area either temporarily or permanently?

- permanent or temporary change in land use, landcover or topography including increases in 

- loss of native species or genetic diversity?
- any other changes?

Changes due to recharge works and due 
to temporary construction works, 
however, not significant in EIA terms.  
Works are also similar to previously 
approved recharge works. A 
Construction Environment Management 
Plan has also been submitted 
demonstrating how this would be 
mitigated against.

- Peat land disturbance and/or degradation leading to; carbon release, damage to habitats, 
- creation of new land uses?
- pre-construction investigations e.g. boreholes, soil testing?
- construction or demolition works?
- temporary sites or housing for construction workers?

- production and manufacturing processes?

- on-going activity during decommissioning which could have an impact on the environment?

- clearance of existing land, vegetation & buildings?

- new road, rail, air, waterborne or other transport infrastructure including new or altered routes 
- closure or diversion of existing transport routes or infrastructure leading to changes in traffic 
- new or diverted transmission lines or pipelines?
- impending, damming, culverting, realignment or other changes to the hydrology of 

- transport of personnel or materials for construction, operation or decommissioning?

- underground works including mining or tunnelling?
- reclamation works?

- new road, rail or sea traffic during construction or operation?

- from any other causes?
- could the development be affected by natural disasters causing environmental damage (e.g. 
floods, earthquakes, landslip, etc)?

No, if all relevant health and safety 
procedures are followed and works 
would be proposed to be carried outwith 
periods of storm activity. 

Will the development involve use, storage, transport, handling or production of substances or No
- use of hazardous or toxic substances?
- potential changes in occurrence of disease or effect on disease carriers (e.g. insect or water 
- effect on welfare of people (e.g. change of living conditions)?
- effects on vulnerable groups (e.g. the elderly)?

- from explosions, spillages, fires etc from storage, handling, use or production of hazardous or 

Noise during construction period, 
however, not significant in EIA terms and 
these matters would be fully assessed 
during any future application for planning 
permission. A Construction Environment 
Management Plan has also been 
submitted demonstrating how this would 
be mitigated against.

- from any other sources?

- from sources of electromagnetic radiation (effects on nearby sensitive equipment as well as 
people)?

- from lighting or cooling systems?

- from events beyond the limits of normal environmental protection e.g. failure of pollution 

- escape of wastes or other products/by-products that may constitute a contaminant in the 
environment?

- from construction or operational traffic?

Will the development cause noise and vibration or release of light, heat energy or 
electromagnetic radiation?
- from operation of equipment e.g. engines, ventilation plant, crushers?

- from blasting or piling?

- from industrial or similar processes?

No

NoIs there a potential risk from:-

- leachates?

(f)  Risk of accidents, having regard in particular to substances technologies used
Will there be a risk of accidents during construction or operation of the development which 



(a) Yes/No    (b) Briefly describe    (c) Effect 
likely to be significant?

Yes, golf 
course is 
nearby and 
beach are. 

Not significant with proposed mitigation 
in place. The construction phase would 
involve noise , dust and vibration and 
would require vehicles and plant and 
machinery. Works are also similar to 
previously approved recharge works. A 
Construction Environmental 
Management Plan has also been 
submitted demonstrating how this would 
be mitigated against.  

Golf Course is 
nearby. 

Not significant with proposed mitigation 
in place. The construction phase would 
involve noise , dust and vibration and 
would require vehicles and plant and 
machinery.Works are also similar to 
previously approved recharge works. A 
Construction Environmental 
Management Plan has also been 
submitted demonstrating how this would 
be mitigated against.  

No No

No No 
No No 
No No 
No No 
No No 
No No 
No No 

Yes, the site is 
located within 
the Tay/Eden 
Natura 
Complex 
(SAC/SPA) and 
the Eden 
Estuary SSSI.  
The site is also 
within a 
RAMSAR site 
and Local 
Nature 
Reserve. 

Not significant with proposed mitigation 
in place. The construction phase would 
involve noise , dust and vibration and 
would require vehicles and plant and 
machinery.Works are also similar to 
previously approved recharge works. A 
Construction Environment Management 
Plan has also been submitted 
demonstrating how impacts on species 
and site would be mitigated against.  The 
mitigation measures were accepted as 
having no significant impact on these 
areas under the previously approved 
application (08/01416/EEIA).

Are there existing land uses on or around the location which could be affected by the 
development, e.g. homes, gardens, other private property, industry, commerce, recreation, 
public open space, community facilities, agriculture, forestry, tourism, water catchments, 
functional floodplains, mining or quarrying?

Are there any areas on or around the location which are occupied by sensitive land uses e.g. 
hospitals, schools, places of worship, community facilities, which could be affected?

Is the development located in a previously undeveloped area where there will be a loss of 
greenfield land?

Are there any areas on or around the location which contain important, high quality or scarce 
resources which could be affected by the development?
- groundwater resources

- fisheries

- surface waters

(b)  Relative abundance, quality and regenerative capacity of natural resources in the area

- forestry
- agriculture

- tourism

(c)  Absorption capacity of the natural environment.
- minerals

2 - LOCATION OF DEVELOPMENT

(a)  Existing land use

Are there any areas on or around the location which are protected under international or 
national or local legislation for their ecological, landscape, cultural or other value, which could 
be affected by the development?



Yes
Yes
No 
No 

Yes, the site is 
located within 
the Tay/Eden 
Natura 
Complex 
(SAC/SPA) and 
the Eden 
Estuary SSSI.  
The site is also 
within a 
RAMSAR site 
and Local 
Nature 
Reserve. 

Not significant with proposed mitigation 
in place. The construction phase would 
involve noise , dust and vibration and 
would require vehicles and plant and 
machinery.Works are also similar to 
previously approved recharge works. A 
Construction Environment Management 
Plan has also been submitted 
demonstrating how impacts on species 
and site would be mitigated against.  The 
mitigation measures were accepted as 
having no significant impact on these 
areas under the previously approved 
application (08/01416/EEIA).

Yes See above

Yes See above

No No

Yes the Jubilee 
Links and 
Outhead Area 
are designated 
as  Local 
Landscape 
Area in the 
Adopted 
FIFEplan 
(2017) and are 
also 
designated as 
being within the 
Greenbelt.

Not significant in EIA terms as the 
proposal would be for a small scale re-
nourishment of the sand dune and the 
proposed re-profiling of the dune face 
would have no significant landscape 
impact in EIA terms. This matter would 
also be fully assessed under any future 
application for full planning permission.

Are there any areas on or around the location in which species and habitats or Local 
Biodiversity Action Plan importance are present?

Are there any areas on or around the location which are used by protected, important or 
sensitive species of fauna or flora e.g. for breeding, nesting, foraging, resting, overwintering, 
migration, which could be affected?
Are there any inland, coastal, marine or underground waters on or around the location which 
could be affected?
Are there any groundwater source protection zones or areas that contribute to the recharge of 
groundwater resources?

Are there any areas or features of high landscape or scenic value on or around the location 
which could be affected?

Not significant with proposed mitigation 
in place. The construction phase would 
involve noise , dust and vibration and 
would require vehicles and plant and 
machinery.Works are also similar to 
previously approved recharge works. A 
Construction Environmental 
Management Plan has also been 
submitted demonstrating how impacts on 
species and site would be mitigated 
against.  The mitigation measures were 
accepted as having no significant impact 
on these areas under the previously 
approved application (08/01416/EEIA).

- the coastal zone
- mountains, forests or woodlands

Are there any other areas on or around the location which are important or sensitive for 
reasons of their ecology:-
- wetlands, watercourses or other waterbodies

- nature reserves and parks



Yes, beach 
area and golf 
course.

Not significant with proposed mitigation 
in place. The construction phase would 
involve noise , dust and vibration and 
would require vehicles and plant and 
machinery.Works are also similar to 
previously approved recharge works. A 
Construction Environmental 
Management Plan has also been 
submitted demonstrating how impacts on 
species and site would be mitigated 
against.  The mitigation measures were 
accepted as having no significant impact 
on these areas under the previously 
approved application (08/01416/EEIA).

None 
identified No
Yes Not significant in EIA terms as the 

proposal would be for a small scale re-
nourishment of the sand dune and the 
proposed re-profiling of the dune face 
would have no significant landscape 
impact in EIA terms. This matter would 
also be fully assessed under any future 
application for full planning permission.

Yes No

Yes No as works will re-nourish sand dunes 
and the nature based solution targets the 
erosion features.

Yes No as works will re-nourish sand dunes 
and the nature based solution targets the 
erosion features.

Are there any areas on or around the location which are already subject to pollution or 
environmental damage e.g. where existing legal environmental standards are exceeded, which 
could be affected?

Is the location of the development susceptible to earthquakes, subsidence, landslides, erosion, 
flooding or extreme or adverse climatic conditions e.g. temperature inversions, fogs, severe 
winds, which could cause the development to present environmental problems?

Based on SG's EIA Screening Checklist/Checklist for Wind Developments, Planning Circular 3/2011, and T&CP (EIA) (Scotland) Regs 2011

CHECKLIST OF CRITERIA FOR EVALUATING THE SIGNIFICANCE OF ENVIRONMENTAL EFFECTS
The checklist below is for use in conjunction with the Screening Checklist.  It is based on the Characteristics of the Potential Impact of the 'Selection Criteria for 
The Screening Checklist provided a list of questions to help in identifying where there are potential interactions between a development and its proposed 
The following questions can be asked for each 'Yes' answer in the Screening Checklist, and the conclusion and reasons noted against the relevant answer.  

Are there any routes of facilities on or around the location which are used by the public for 
access to recreation or other facilities, which could be affected?

Are there any transport routes on or around the location which are susceptible to congestion or 
which cause environmental problems, which could be affected?

Is the development in a location where it is likely to be highly visible to many people?

Are there any areas or features of historic or cultural importance on or around the location 
which could be affected?



(a) Yes/No (b) Briefly describe(c) Effect likely to be significant?

Yes

No

No

Not significant in EIA terms as the 
proposal would be for a small scale re-
nourishment of the sand dune and the 
proposed re-profiling of the dune face 
would have no significant landscape 
impact in EIA terms. This matter would 
also be fully assessed under any future 
application for full planning permission.

No No

Yes
No, as mitigation will be put in place. 

No

No No

Yes

No, as mitigation measures will ensure 
there is no significant environmental 
impact in EIA terms. 

No

No, as mitigation measures will ensure 
there is no significant environmental 
impact in EIA terms. 

Yes No

Yes No
Yes No
Yes No
N/A N/A
Yes Yes
No No

Based on SG's EIA Screening Checklist/Checklist for Wind Developments, Planning Circular 3/2011, and T&CP (EIA) (Scotland) Regs 2011
Will it be difficult to avoid or reduce or repair or compensate for the effect?

Will the effect be permanent rather than temporary?
Will the impact be continuous rather than intermittent?
If intermittent, will it be frequent rather than rare?
Will the impact be irreversible?

Will many receptors other than people (fauna and flora, businesses, facilities) be affected?

(e)  Duration, frequency and reversibility of the impact

Will the effect be unusual in the area or particularly complex?

Will the effect continue for a long time?

Will valuable or scarce features or resources be affected?

Is there a risk that environmental standards will be breached?

Is there a risk that protected sites, areas, features will be affected?

(d)  Probability of the impact

Is there a high probability of the effect occurring?

Is there a low probability of a potential highly significant effect?

Will the effect extend over a large area?

Will many people be affected?

(b)  Transboundary nature of the impact

No, could be seen from public roads, golf 
course and footpaths, however, would 
not have significant impact in EIA terms.  
Not significant in EIA terms as the 
proposal would be for a small scale re-
nourishment of the sand dune and the 
proposed re-profiling of the dune face 
would have no significant landscape 
impact in EIA terms. This matter would 
also be fully assessed under any future 
application for full planning permission.

Will there be any potential for transboundary impact?
(nb. Development which has a significant effect on the environment in another Member State is likely to be very rare.  
It is for the Scottish Ministers to consider whether there is likely to be such an effect in each case).

No

(c)  Magnitude and complexity of the impact

Will there be a large change in environmental conditions?

No

CHARACTERISTICS OF THE POTENTIAL IMPACT
(a)  Extent of the impact



Conclusion
The proposed development falls within Schedule 2, 10 (m) of the Regulations and the development requires a screening opinion 
as it involves coastal works to combat erosion and maritime works capable of altering the coast.  The applicant has applied for a 
screening opinion (23/01186/SCR) and Fife Council as planning Authority has undertaken a screening as per Schedule 2 of the 
Regulations.  Taking into account the characteristics of the development, the environmental sensitivity of its location, the 
characteristics of its potential impact, the prosposed mitigation and the relevant criteria as shown above, Fife Council as Planning 
Authority has adopted the opinion that the proposal does not require an EIA.

Scott Simpson
Planner 
Date:  31st May 2023

Lead Officer
Date:  1st June 2023

CHECKLIST NOTE  - Above EIA effects not considered significant in EIA terms unless otherwise indicated.

[Redacted]

[Redacted]



 

Planning Services 
Fife House, North Street, Glenrothes, KY7 5LT 

  
 
 www.fifedirect.org.uk/planning 

Ironside Farrar 
Jacqueline Barrett  - Senior Planner 
111 McDonald Road 
Edinburgh 
EH7 4NW 

 
Planning Services 

Scott Simpson 
 
development.central@fife.gov.uk 

Your Ref:  
Our Ref: 23/01186/SCR 

Date 31st May 2023 

Dear Sir/Madam 
 
Application No: 23/01186/SCR 
Proposal: EIA Screening Opinion for natural beach recharge and 

stabilisation works to dunes. 
 

Address: Land To The North West Of West Sands Road West Sands 
Road St Andrews Fife  

 
I refer to your screening opinion request received on 12th May 2023 requesting an 
Environmental Impact Assessment Screening Opinion for the above development. This 
letter along with the attached EIA Screening Opinion and EIA Screening Checklist 
constitutes the Council’s formal Screening Opinion on whether an Environmental 
Impact Assessment is required for your development. The main assessment criteria 
outlined within PAN 1/2013 Environmental Impact Assessment and Circular 01/2017 
The Town and Country Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) (Scotland) 
Regulations 2017 have been used in the assessment of this proposal.      
  
You will note that the Council has concluded that an Environmental Impact Assessment 
would not be required for the development proposed within the submitted plans and 
supporting information.     
  
Notwithstanding the above, I would advise any subsequent application for planning 
permission should comply with the applicable Development Plan policies and 
associated guidance as well as other applicable material considerations. 
  
Please do not hesitate to contact me should you have any further queries regarding this 
matter.   
 
Yours faithfully, 

[Redacted]



 
Scott Simpson 
Planner, Major Business and Customer Service 
 
 



 

In Salutem OmniumFor the Safety of All

 
 
 

84 George Street  
Edinburgh EH2 3DA  

 
Tel: 0131 473 3100  
Fax: 0131 220 2093   

 
Website: www.nlb.org.uk  

Email: enquiries@nlb.org.uk 

NLB respects your privacy and is committed to protecting your personal data.  
 To find out more, please see our Privacy Notice at www.nlb.org.uk/legal-notices/  

 
 
Your Ref: Email dated 25/04/23 
Our Ref: GB/ML/D005_23 
 
Eden Estuary Outhead Project Team 

 

Ironside Farrar Ltd 
111 McDonald Road 

 

Edinburgh 
EH7 4NW 15 May 2023
 
 
MARINE LICENSING (PRE-APPLICATION CONSULTATION) (SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2013 
 
St Andrews Links Trust – Eden Estuary Outhead – Sand Recharge Project 
 
Thank you for your e-mail correspondence dated 25th April 2023 regarding the pre-application consultation 
submitted by Ironside Farrar Ltd on behalf of St Andrews Links Trust for the sand recharge project at the 
Eden Estuary, St Andrews. 

Northern Lighthouse Board have no objection to the proposed works and will respond to the Marine Licence 
application in due course. 

 

Yours sincerely   

Peter Douglas 
Navigation Manager 

[Redacted]
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Keith McNeill

From: navigation safety <navigationsafety@mcga.gov.uk>
Sent: 04 May 2023 10:15
To: Outhead
Subject: RE: Eden Estuary Outhead - Sand Recharge Project - Pre-application Consultation Event - 8th 

June 2023

Dear Project Team, 
 
Thank you for the email, The Maritime and Coastguard Agency (MCA) is a statutory consultee and/or 
primary advisor to the Marine Licensing regulators throughout the UK.  We have a variety responsibility 
including the safety of navigation, search and rescue, environmental quality and counter pollution, ship 
standards and seafarer safety and health.  This is undertaken through a range of regulations and guidance, 
including as a coastal State under the International Maritime Organization’s International Convention for 
the Safety of Life at Sea, 1974 (SOLAS), and under the Merchant Shipping Act 1995, as amended.   
 
The MCA is consulted on all Marine Licence applications under Marine (Scotland) Act 2010, and we 
consider the impact of any works or deployments in the marine environment on the safety of navigation and
emergency response.  We would always expect the application form to include consideration of the impact 
on safety, other marine users, and the potential risk mitigation measures, relative to the scale of the works. 
 
The MCA provides a series of conditions and advisories to ensure the safety of navigation can be 
maintained during the construction and decommissioning of the works, and during the site operational 
phase.  This is done at the formal consultation stage. 
 
If you require any further information from the MCA with regards to our role in the licensing and consenting 
process, please let me know.  
 
Kind Regards  

Sam Chudley   

Maritime Licence Advisor  
Marine Licensing and Consenting  
UK Technical Services Navigation Sam.Chudley@mcga.gov.uk

 

Maritime & Coastguard Agency 
Bay 2/25, Spring Place 
105 Commercial Road,  
Southampton SO15 1EG 

               
Safer Lives, Safer Ships, Cleaner Seas 
www.gov.uk/mca 

 
 
From: Outhead <outhead@ironsidefarrar.com>  
Sent: 25 April 2023 16:55 
Cc: Outhead <outhead@ironsidefarrar.com> 
Subject: Eden Estuary Outhead - Sand Recharge Project - Pre-application Consultation Event - 8th June 2023 
 

Good afternoon, 
 

 CAUTION: This email originated from outside the UK Government. Do not click links or open attachments unless you 
recognise the sender and know the content is safe. Please use the Report Message function to report suspicious messages. 

[Redacted]
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St Andrews Links Trust, Eden Estuary Outhead – Sand Recharge Project, Pre-application Consultation Event 
 
A Marine Licence Application for Construction Projects will be submitted to Marine Scotland (MS-LOT) under the 
Marine (Scotland) Act 2010. The application will be for a project comprising natural beach recharge and stabilisation 
of the dune system at the Eden Estuary Sands (NGR NO 493196), St Andrews. The project includes placing sand 
against the existing eroding dune system and to cover in-situ sloping gabion baskets for a length of approximately 
175m along the dunes/parallel to the beach and extending seawards by some 25m – 30m.  
 
The works will involve approximately 15,000m3 of sand, which will be extracted from a donor site at the sand spit at 
Outhead in the same area used for extraction for previous recharge works in 2001 and 2008 (NGR NO 501202). The 
extraction will be via a shallow “cut” of between 0.25m-0.5m depth selecting the most readily available/accessible 
sand. Sand will be taken from an area where it is known that natural sand deposition will rapidly fill in the shallow 
depression created by the cut works and recreate the existing contours and profile. 
 
A drawing illustrating proposed sand extraction and deposition areas alongside a brief project summary is attached. 
The scheme is currently undergoing detailed design, and construction drawings will be submitted alongside the MS-
LOT application. 
 
In order to share information on the proposals and gather community views, a pre-application consultation event 
will be held on Thursday 8th June 2023 at the Jubilee Greenkeeping Centre, West Sands Road, St Andrews, KY16 
9XL between 1200 and 1830. Project information will be available to view and comment upon with the design team 
in attendance. Alternatively, project information can be requested by emailing outhead@ironsidefarrar.com. A 
newspaper notice has been placed in the Fife Courier (edition 26.04.23) notifying the community of the event. 
   
Comments can be made by email (outhead@ironsidefarrar.com), by phone (0131 550 6500, Mon – Fri, 9.00am - 
5.30pm) or by post (FAO Outhead Team, Ironside Farrar Ltd, 111 McDonald Road, Edinburgh, EH7 4NW). All 
comments should be received no later than Thursday 15th June 2023. 
 
Comments made via email, post and in person are made to the prospective applicant and are not official 
representations to Marine Scotland MS-LOT. The comments made will be recorded in a report to be submitted 
alongside the construction project application. Once the application is submitted there will be a further formal 
opportunity for representations to be made to Marine Scotland MS-LOT during the determination period. 
 
Regards, 
 
 
Eden Estuary Outhead 
Project Team 
 
Ironside Farrar Ltd, 111 McDonald Road, Edinburgh, EH7 4NW 
T: 0131 550 6500, www.ironsidefarrar.com 
 
Please consider the environment before printing this e-mail.  
Ironside Farrar Limited is a limited company registered in Scotland, registration number: 109330 

 
 
______________________________________________________________ 
This email has been scanned by the BT Assure MessageScan service 
The service is delivered in partnership with Symantec.cloud 
 
For more information please visit http://www.globalservices.bt.com 
============================================================== 

The information in this email may be confidential or otherwise protected by law. If you received it in error, please let us know by 
return e-mail and then delete it immediately, without printing or passing it on to anybody else. 

Incoming and outgoing e-mail messages are routinely monitored for compliance with our policy on the use of electronic 
communications and for other lawful purposes. 
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Keith McNeill

From: Gavin Johnson <Gavin.Johnson@nature.scot>
Sent: 06 June 2023 10:53
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Good morning David,  
 
Firstly apologies for the delay in replying to your email.   
 
The draft RIAA is as expected very robust in its assessment of the potential impacts, I agree with the screening in 
and out justifications and that there will be no adverse impacts for any of the notified interests of the SACs and SPA. 
 
Only one point really for your consideration, the conclusion is based on the project in isolation… you’ve stated no in 
combination affects, I don’t think there are many if any activities like this occurring presently, just historically with 
SALTs extraction (mentioned in S1.1) for other dune and bunker replenishments and that should be discussed I think 
although minor MS will likely pick this up in their assessment for the licence, so there needs to be some 
consideration for ‘in combination’ impacts on historic grounds for the donor site. I think we can conclude that as the 
sediment replenishes almost immediately that there is no adverse impacts.  
 
Hope that this is useful. Happy to chat.  
 
All the best,  
 
Gavin  
 
 
 
Gavin Johnson | Operations Officer - South  
NatureScot | Elmwood Campus | Carslogie Road | Cupar | Fife KY15 4JB | 01738 458807 |  
NàdarAlba | Àrainn na h-Ailme | Rathad Carslogie | Cùbar | Fìobha  KY15 4JB  
nature.scot – Scotland’s Nature Agency – Buidheann Nàdair na h-Alba - @nature_scot  
 

 

 
From
Sent: 
To: Gavin Johnson <Gavin.Johnson@nature.scot> 

 
sophospsmartbannerend  
Gavin  
 
Hope all is well with you.  
 
Attached is Version 3 of the Out Head Recharge RIAA.  
 
Everyone  involved in its production would be extremely grateful for any comment you would like to make. All 
amendments and criticisms are welcome   

[Redacted]

[Redacted]

[Redacted]
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Rgds  
 
David  
 
 
David Bell  
ECOS COUNTRYSIDE SERVICES LLP  
Broadwell Cottage  
Glenfoot  
Abernethy  
PH2 9LR                       
Registered in Scotland. Registration Number SO302687  
 
This email and any files transmitted with it are confidential and intended for the exclusive use of the addressee. If the message is received by 
anyone other than the addressee, please return the email to the sender then delete the email from your computer. Emails are not secure and it is 
the responsibility of the recipient to ensure that they are virus free. ECOS Countryside Services LLP accepts no responsibility for any loss or 
damage resulting from the receipt or use of this email or attached files.  
 
 

This email and any files transmitted with it are confidential and intended solely for the use of the individual or entity to whom they are 
addressed. If you have received this email in error please notify the system manager or the sender.  
Please note that for business purposes, outgoing and incoming emails from and to NatureScot may be monitored. 

Tha am post-dealain seo agus fiosrachadh sam bith na chois dìomhair agus airson an neach no buidheann ainmichte a- mhàin. Mas e gun d’ 
fhuair sibh am post-dealain seo le mearachd, cuiribh fios dhan manaidsear-siostaim no neach- sgrìobhaidh. 
Thoiribh an aire airson adhbharan gnothaich, ‘s dòcha gun tèid sùil a chumail air puist-dealain a’ tighinn a-steach agus a’ dol a- mach bho 
NàdarAlba. 
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Keith McNeill

From: Scott Shanks <Scott.Shanks@rspb.org.uk>
Sent: 09 June 2023 12:34
To: Outhead
Subject: RE: Eden Estuary Outhead - Sand Recharge Project - Pre-application Consultation Event - 8th 

June 2023

Thanks Neil, 
  
Unfortunately I couldn’t make it along to the consultation event, but thank you for sending the presentation boards 
though. I’ll have a look through them in conjunction with the planning aplicaiton and Marine Scotland licence 
application. 
  
Best wishes and thanks again 
Scott 
  
Scott Shanks | He, Him 

Conservation Officer – Central Scotland 

scott.shanks@rspb.org.uk 

Mobile: | Mon- Fri 
 

 
 

RSPB Scotland South and West Scotland Regional Office 

10 Park Quadrant, Glasgow, G3 6BS  

Note: Glasgow Office only open Monday & Wednesday  

rspb.org.uk 

   

Protecting habitats, saving species and helping to end the nature and climate emergency. 

Nature is in crisis. Together we can save it. 

[Redacted]
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The Royal Society for the Protection of Birds (RSPB) is a registered charity: 

England and Wales no. 207076, Scotland no. SC037654.
  
  
  
  
From: Outhead <outhead@ironsidefarrar.com>  
Sent: 08 June 2023 16:18 
To: Scott Shanks <Scott.Shanks@rspb.org.uk>; Outhead <outhead@ironsidefarrar.com> 
Subject: RE: Eden Estuary Outhead - Sand Recharge Project - Pre-application Consultation Event - 8th June 2023 
  
Scott, 
  
Apologies for the delay. I’m not sure whether you managed to make it along to the event today or not?  Please see 
attached presentation boards for today’s event. 
  
The full set of drawings and reports will be issued in support of a planning application to Fife Council next week. A 
Marine Scotland application will follow towards the end of June. 
  
Regards, 
  
Neil 
  
Eden Estuary Outhead 
Project Team 
  
Ironside Farrar Ltd, 111 McDonald Road, Edinburgh, EH7 4NW 
T: 0131 550 6500, www.ironsidefarrar.com 
  
Please consider the environment before printing this e-mail.  
Ironside Farrar Limited is a limited company registered in Scotland, registration number: 109330 
  
  
From: Scott Shanks <Scott.Shanks@rspb.org.uk>  
Sent: 10 May 2023 11:44 
To: Outhead <outhead@ironsidefarrar.com> 
Subject: RE: Eden Estuary Outhead - Sand Recharge Project - Pre-application Consultation Event - 8th June 2023 
  
Many thanks, that would be great.  
  
Best wishes, Scott 
  
From: Outhead <outhead@ironsidefarrar.com>  
Sent: 10 May 2023 11:30 
To: Scott Shanks <Scott.Shanks@rspb.org.uk>; Outhead <outhead@ironsidefarrar.com> 
Subject: RE: Eden Estuary Outhead - Sand Recharge Project - Pre-application Consultation Event - 8th June 2023 
  
Good morning Scott, 
  
We are currently working on detailed design drawings and supporting ecological information that will be submitted 
in support of a planning application for the project and will be made available at the consultation event. These are 
not quite ready, however will be completed during the week commencing 22nd May. We will send you a package of 
information for the project once all documents are finalised. This will be ahead of the consultation event. 
  
Many thanks. 
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Eden Estuary Outhead 
Project Team 
  
Ironside Farrar Ltd, 111 McDonald Road, Edinburgh, EH7 4NW 
T: 0131 550 6500, www.ironsidefarrar.com 
  
Please consider the environment before printing this e-mail.  
Ironside Farrar Limited is a limited company registered in Scotland, registration number: 109330 
  
  
  
From: Scott Shanks <Scott.Shanks@rspb.org.uk>  
Sent: Wednesday, May 10, 2023 10:35 AM 
To: Outhead <outhead@ironsidefarrar.com> 
Subject: FW: Eden Estuary Outhead - Sand Recharge Project - Pre-application Consultation Event - 8th June 2023 
  
Good Morning 
  
I’m am hoping to attend the Eden Estuary Sand recharge consultation event on Thursday 8th June 2023 at the 
Jubilee Greenkeeping Centre, West Sands Road, but may have a meeting conflict on that day.  
Would it be possible to get sent a copy of the project information for the Eden Estuary Sand Recharge proposal?  
  
Kind regards, Scott 
  
Scott Shanks | He, Him 

Conservation Officer – Central Scotland 

scott.shanks@rspb.org.uk 
 

 
 

RSPB Scotland South and West Scotland Regional Office 

10 Park Quadrant, Glasgow, G3 6BS  

Note: Glasgow Office only open Monday & Wednesday  

rspb.org.uk 

   

Protecting habitats, saving species and helping to end the nature and climate emergency. 

Nature is in crisis. Together we can save it. 
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The Royal Society for the Protection of Birds (RSPB) is a registered charity: 

England and Wales no. 207076, Scotland no. SC037654.
  
  
  
From: Outhead <outhead@ironsidefarrar.com>  
Sent: 25 April 2023 16:55 
Cc: Outhead <outhead@ironsidefarrar.com> 
Subject: Eden Estuary Outhead - Sand Recharge Project - Pre-application Consultation Event - 8th June 2023 
  
Good afternoon, 
  
St Andrews Links Trust, Eden Estuary Outhead – Sand Recharge Project, Pre-application Consultation Event 
  
A Marine Licence Application for Construction Projects will be submitted to Marine Scotland (MS-LOT) under the 
Marine (Scotland) Act 2010. The application will be for a project comprising natural beach recharge and stabilisation 
of the dune system at the Eden Estuary Sands (NGR NO 493196), St Andrews. The project includes placing sand 
against the existing eroding dune system and to cover in-situ sloping gabion baskets for a length of approximately 
175m along the dunes/parallel to the beach and extending seawards by some 25m – 30m.  
  
The works will involve approximately 15,000m3 of sand, which will be extracted from a donor site at the sand spit at 
Outhead in the same area used for extraction for previous recharge works in 2001 and 2008 (NGR NO 501202). The 
extraction will be via a shallow “cut” of between 0.25m-0.5m depth selecting the most readily available/accessible 
sand. Sand will be taken from an area where it is known that natural sand deposition will rapidly fill in the shallow 
depression created by the cut works and recreate the existing contours and profile. 
  
A drawing illustrating proposed sand extraction and deposition areas alongside a brief project summary is attached. 
The scheme is currently undergoing detailed design, and construction drawings will be submitted alongside the MS-
LOT application. 
  
In order to share information on the proposals and gather community views, a pre-application consultation event 
will be held on Thursday 8th June 2023 at the Jubilee Greenkeeping Centre, West Sands Road, St Andrews, KY16 
9XL between 1200 and 1830. Project information will be available to view and comment upon with the design team 
in attendance. Alternatively, project information can be requested by emailing outhead@ironsidefarrar.com. A 
newspaper notice has been placed in the Fife Courier (edition 26.04.23) notifying the community of the event. 
   
Comments can be made by email (outhead@ironsidefarrar.com), by phone (0131 550 6500, Mon – Fri, 9.00am - 
5.30pm) or by post (FAO Outhead Team, Ironside Farrar Ltd, 111 McDonald Road, Edinburgh, EH7 4NW). All 
comments should be received no later than Thursday 15th June 2023. 
  
Comments made via email, post and in person are made to the prospective applicant and are not official 
representations to Marine Scotland MS-LOT. The comments made will be recorded in a report to be submitted 
alongside the construction project application. Once the application is submitted there will be a further formal 
opportunity for representations to be made to Marine Scotland MS-LOT during the determination period. 
  
Regards, 
  
  
Eden Estuary Outhead 
Project Team 
  
Ironside Farrar Ltd, 111 McDonald Road, Edinburgh, EH7 4NW 
T: 0131 550 6500, www.ironsidefarrar.com 
  
Please consider the environment before printing this e-mail.  
Ironside Farrar Limited is a limited company registered in Scotland, registration number: 109330 
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This email and any attachments may contain material that is confidential, subject to copyright and intended for the addressee only. If you 
are not the named recipient you must not use, disclose, reproduce, copy or distribute the contents of this communication. If you have 
received this in error, please contact the sender and then delete this email from your system. The Royal Society for the Protection of Birds 
(RSPB) is a registered charity in England and Wales no. 207076 and in Scotland no. SC037654.  
 
The RSPB is committed to maintaining your data privacy. We promise to keep your details safe and will never sell them on to third parties. 
To find out more about how we use your information please read our online Privacy Policy:  
 
 
This email and any attachments may contain material that is confidential, subject to copyright and intended for the addressee only. If you 
are not the named recipient you must not use, disclose, reproduce, copy or distribute the contents of this communication. If you have 
received this in error, please contact the sender and then delete this email from your system. The Royal Society for the Protection of Birds 
(RSPB) is a registered charity in England and Wales no. 207076 and in Scotland no. SC037654.  
 
The RSPB is committed to maintaining your data privacy. We promise to keep your details safe and will never sell them on to third parties. 
To find out more about how we use your information please read our online Privacy Policy:  
 
 
This email and any attachments may contain material that is confidential, subject to copyright and intended for the addressee only. If you 
are not the named recipient you must not use, disclose, reproduce, copy or distribute the contents of this communication. If you have 
received this in error, please contact the sender and then delete this email from your system. The Royal Society for the Protection of Birds 
(RSPB) is a registered charity in England and Wales no. 207076 and in Scotland no. SC037654.  
 
The RSPB is committed to maintaining your data privacy. We promise to keep your details safe and will never sell them on to third parties. 
To find out more about how we use your information please read our online Privacy Policy:  
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Keith McNeill

From: Pauline McGrow <Pauline.McGrow@ryascotland.org.uk>
Sent: 15 May 2023 09:04
To: Outhead
Subject: RE: Eden Estuary Outhead - Sand Recharge Project - Pre-application Consultation Event - 8th 

June 2023

Hi,  
 
Many thanks for your email.  I write to inform you that RYA Scotland have no comment that they wish to make on 
this application.   
 
Kind Regards 
 
Pauline  
 
 
 
 
Pauline McGrow 
Senior Administrator 

Royal Yachting Association Scotland 
T: 0131 317 7388  
E: pauline.mcgrow@ryascotland.org.uk 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
RYA Scotland, Caledonia House, 1 Redheughs Rigg, South Gyle, Edinburgh, EH12 9DQ 
T: 0131 317 7388, Fax: 0844 556 9549 
 
Protecting your personal information is important to us, view our full Privacy Statement here 
 
                                                                                  

 

 
         

 
 
From: Outhead <outhead@ironsidefarrar.com>  
Sent: 10 May 2023 10:07 
To: Pauline McGrow <Pauline.McGrow@ryascotland.org.uk> 
Subject: Eden Estuary Outhead - Sand Recharge Project - Pre-application Consultation Event - 8th June 2023 
 
Good morning,  
 

[Redacted]
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Apologies if this is directed to the wrong email address. I’d be grateful if you could forward to the relevant person 
within your organisation. 
 
 
St Andrews Links Trust, Eden Estuary Outhead – Sand Recharge Project, Pre-application Consultation Event 
 
A Marine Licence Application for Construction Projects will be submitted to Marine Scotland (MS-LOT) under the 
Marine (Scotland) Act 2010. The application will be for a project comprising natural beach recharge and stabilisation 
of the dune system at the Eden Estuary Sands (NGR NO 493196), St Andrews. The project includes placing sand 
against the existing eroding dune system and to cover in-situ sloping gabion baskets for a length of approximately 
175m along the dunes/parallel to the beach and extending seawards by some 25m – 30m.  
 
The works will involve approximately 15,000m3 of sand, which will be extracted from a donor site at the sand spit at 
Outhead in the same area used for extraction for previous recharge works in 2001 and 2008 (NGR NO 501202). The 
extraction will be via a shallow “cut” of between 0.25m-0.5m depth selecting the most readily available/accessible 
sand. Sand will be taken from an area where it is known that natural sand deposition will rapidly fill in the shallow 
depression created by the cut works and recreate the existing contours and profile. 
 
A drawing illustrating proposed sand extraction and deposition areas alongside a brief project summary is attached. 
The scheme is currently undergoing detailed design, and construction drawings will be submitted alongside the MS-
LOT application. 
 
In order to share information on the proposals and gather community views, a pre-application consultation event 
will be held on Thursday 8th June 2023 at the Jubilee Greenkeeping Centre, West Sands Road, St Andrews, KY16 
9XL between 1200 and 1830. Project information will be available to view and comment upon with the design team 
in attendance. Alternatively, project information can be requested by emailing outhead@ironsidefarrar.com. A 
newspaper notice has been placed in the Fife Courier (edition 26.04.23) notifying the community of the event. 
   
Comments can be made by email (outhead@ironsidefarrar.com), by phone (0131 550 6500, Mon – Fri, 9.00am - 
5.30pm) or by post (FAO Outhead Team, Ironside Farrar Ltd, 111 McDonald Road, Edinburgh, EH7 4NW). All 
comments should be received no later than Thursday 15th June 2023. 
 
Comments made via email, post and in person are made to the prospective applicant and are not official 
representations to Marine Scotland MS-LOT. The comments made will be recorded in a report to be submitted 
alongside the construction project application. Once the application is submitted there will be a further formal 
opportunity for representations to be made to Marine Scotland MS-LOT during the determination period. 
 
Regards, 
 
 
Eden Estuary Outhead 
Project Team 
 
Ironside Farrar Ltd, 111 McDonald Road, Edinburgh, EH7 4NW 
T: 0131 550 6500, www.ironsidefarrar.com 
 
Please consider the environment before printing this e-mail.  
Ironside Farrar Limited is a limited company registered in Scotland, registration number: 109330 

 
Royal Yachting Association Scotland is a company limited by guarantee and is registered in Scotland. Registered 
business number SC219439. Registered business address is Caledonia House, 1 Redheughs Rigg, South Gyle, 
Edinburgh, EH12 9DQ. VAT Registration number 345 0456 69. Email Disclaimer http://www.rya.org.uk/legal-
info/Pages/email-disclaimer.aspx  
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Keith McNeill

From: Planning South <Planning.South@sepa.org.uk>
Sent: 27 June 2023 12:31
To: Outhead
Subject: RE: SEPA Ref: 8977 - Sand Recharge Eden Estuary Outhead

OFFICIAL 

 
Good afternoon, 
 
Jonathan is on leave at the moment, but as he has advised, we will provide comments directly to Fife Council (and 
Marine Scotland) if we are consulted. 
 
Many thanks 
 
Jess Taylor 
Senior Planning Officer 
Planning Service 
 
SEPA, Angus Smith Building, 6 Parklands Avenue, Eurocentral, Holytown, North Lanarkshire, ML1 4WQ 
email: planning.south@sepa.org.uk 
  
Disclaimer  
Information on our planning service along with guidance for planning authorities, developers and any other 
interested party is available on our website at http://www.sepa.org.uk/planning.aspx  
The information contained in this email and any attachments may be confidential and is intended solely for the use of
the intended recipients. Access, copying or re-use of the information in it by any other is not authorised. If you are not
the intended recipient please notify us immediately by return email to postmaster@sepa.org.uk. 
Registered office: Strathallan House, Castle Business Park, Stirling FK9 4TZ. Under the Regulation of Investigatory 
Powers Act 2000, the email system at SEPA may be subject to monitoring from time to time. 
  
Dh’fhaodadh gum bi am fiosrachadh sa phost-d seo agus ceanglachan sam bith a tha na chois dìomhair, agus cha bu 
chòir am fiosrachadh a bhith air a chleachdadh le neach sam bith ach an luchd-faighinn a bha còir am fiosrachadh 
fhaighinn. Chan fhaod neach sam bith eile cothrom  
fhaighinn air an fhiosrachadh a tha sa phost-d no a tha an cois a’ phuist-d, chan fhaod iad lethbhreac a dhèanamh 
dheth no a chleachdadh arithist.  
Mura h-ann dhuibhse a tha am post-d seo, feuch gun inns sibh dhuinn sa bhad le bhith cur post-d gu 
postmaster@sepa.org.uk.  
Oifis chlàraichte: Taigh Srath Alain, Pàirc Gnothachais a’ Chaisteil, Sruighlea FK9 4TZ. Fo Achd Riaghladh nan 
Cumhachdan Rannsachaidh 2000, dh’fhaodadh gun tèid an siostam puist-d aig SEPA a sgrùdadh bho àm gu àm. 
 
 

OFFICIAL 

From: Outhead <outhead@ironsidefarrar.com>  
Sent: Tuesday, June 27, 2023 11:17 AM 
To: Outhead <outhead@ironsidefarrar.com>; Planning South <Planning.South@sepa.org.uk> 
Subject: RE: SEPA Ref: 8977 - Sand Recharge Eden Estuary Outhead  
 

OFFICIAL 
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Hi Jonathan, 
 
Please see download link and instructions below for the project information. You are correct that the works require 
planning consent and an application has been submitted to Fife Council. This is currently being registered and I am 
sure you will be consulted. 
 
We plan to submit an application to Marine Scotland shortly. Any comments you may have on the scheme in the 
meantime would be most welcome. 
 
Regards, 
 
Eden Estuary Outhead 
Project Team 
  
Ironside Farrar Ltd, 111 McDonald Road, Edinburgh, EH7 4NW 
T: 0131 550 6500, www.ironsidefarrar.com 
  
Please consider the environment before printing this e-mail.  
Ironside Farrar Limited is a limited company registered in Scotland, registration number: 109330 

 
 
Please click on the link below to download the zip file. 
 
Click on link: 
https://ironsidefarrar.co.uk/iflshare/63163_StAndrewsOutheadPlanningSubmission_270623.zip 
 
Login details: 
User name: ifluser 
Password: H528Kw3# 
 
Save the file onto your local drive before extracting the document.  
 
If you have any problems with opening this link please give us a call. 
 
 
 
 

OFFICIAL 

From: Planning South <Planning.South@sepa.org.uk>  
Sent: Thursday, June 15, 2023 8:30 AM 
To: Outhead <outhead@ironsidefarrar.com> 
Subject: SEPA Ref: 8977 - Sand Recharge Eden Estuary Outhead 
 

OFFICIAL 

 
To whom it may concern 
 
Marine (Scotland) Act 2010 
Sand Recharge 
Eden Estuary Outhead 

On 02 June 2023 we requested all necessary project information so that we could provide pre-application 
comments. No information has been forthcoming. We therefore offer no comment as this point. We will 

 CAUTION: This email originated from outside the organisation. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognise 
the sender and know the content is safe.  
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provide a formal response when we are consulted by Marine Scotland. It is possible that these works will 
also require planning permission. 
 
We note that the proposed works are very similar to works that were carried out in 2001 and 2008. All 
works will need to be in accordance with any regulatory requirements that are applicable. These can be 
found on the regulations section of our website. If you are unable to find the advice you need for a specific 
regulatory matter, please contact a member of the local compliance team at: FAD@sepa.org.uk. 
 
I trust these comments are of assistance - please do not hesitate to contact me if you require any further 
information. 
 
Kind regards, 
Jonathan Werritty 
Senior Planning Officer / Planning Officer 

Disclaimer: This advice is given without prejudice to any decision made on elements of the proposal regulated by us, as such a 
decision may take into account factors not considered at this time. We prefer all the technical information required for any 
SEPA consents to be submitted at the same time as the planning or similar application. However, we consider it to be at the 
applicant's commercial risk if any significant changes required during the regulatory stage necessitate a further planning 
application or similar application and/or neighbour notification or advertising. We have relied on the accuracy and 
completeness of the information supplied to us in providing the above advice and can take no responsibility for incorrect data 
or interpretation, or omissions, in such information. If we have not referred to a particular issue in our response, it should not 
be assumed that there is no impact associated with that issue. For planning applications, if you did not specifically request 
advice on flood risk, then advice will not have been provided on this issue. Further information on our consultation 
arrangements generally can be found on our website planning pages. 
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