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Project Consultation 

Buchan Offshore Wind is a new floating offshore wind 
project with the potential to make a significant contribution 
to Scotland’s and the UK’s renewable energy ambitions.

A ScotWind project located 75km off the coast of 
Fraserburgh, it will have up to 70 wind turbines generating 
around 1GW of clean, green renewable energy – enough to 
power the equivalent of 1.4 million homes.

Buchan Offshore Wind could see more than £1.4bn invested 
in Scotland’s manufacturing sector and supply chain, with 
potential for a further £800m in the rest of the UK. This has 
the potential to support over 2,800 jobs in Scotland at the 
peak of construction and 320 during operation.

Subsea cables bringing energy from the turbines would 
come ashore near Rattray head, and underground cables 
would then transport the energy to a new project substation 
in the Peterhead area. This new substation would be 
connected to the existing Scottish and Southern Electricity 
Networks (SSEN) transmission network at the existing 
Peterhead substation.

We want to hear your views!
Last year we consulted with local people on our preferred 
landfall point, onshore cable route options, onshore substation 
site options, and our planned offshore scheme. We have  
considered all feedback received and have  developed our  
plans in more detail.

We are now holding a second round of public consultation to 
update local people and stakeholders on how our proposals 
have developed and seek their feedback to help us progress our 
proposals. You can find more information about our plans in this 
leaflet, at our public exhibitions and on our website  
www.buchanoffshorewind.com  

Our public consultation runs 
from Monday 25 November to 
Friday 20 December 2024.

About Buchan Offshore Wind 

A joint venture between BayWa r.e, Elicio and BW Ideol, 
Buchan Offshore Wind was awarded the rights to develop the 
site through the ScotWind leasing process launched by Crown 
Estate Scotland (CES) to facilitate the expansion of offshore 
wind in Scotland.

ScotWind was delivered in response to the Scottish 
Government’s target of net-zero emissions of all greenhouse 
gases by 2045 and the aim to generate 50% of Scotland’s 
overall energy consumption from renewable sources by 2030. 
Buchan Offshore Wind was awarded ScotWind NE8 Plan 
Option, with an Option area of 330 km �.

What does the project involve? 

Buchan Offshore Wind will help put Scotland at the forefront 
of floating wind technology. Our aim is to develop a project that 
balances the delivery of the project with the aim of reducing 
potential effects on the environment and communities.

The wind turbines would be fixed to floating concrete barges 
which will be moored and anchored to the seabed. Our 
preferred technology is BW Ideol’s Damping Pool technology, 
which has already been successfully installed off the coasts of 
France and Japan.

The serial production of foundations and turbine assembly is 
intended to take place in Scotland. Project partner BW Ideol 
have prepared detailed plans for the proposed manufacture of 
concrete floating foundations at the former oil and gas yard at 
the Port of Ardersier. It is expected that more than 1,000 staff 
would be employed locally in Scotland for the manufacturing 
of the floating foundations.

Up to three offshore substations would collect energy 
generated by the turbines for transmission via subsea export 
cables and an offshore intermediate reactive compensation 
(IRC) platform to a landfall location near Rattray head, on the 
Aberdeenshire coast. At landfall the subsea cables would 

Our proposed  
offshore development 

Buchan Offshore Wind would have up to 70 turbines with 
a maximum blade tip height of 340 metres, sited in an area 
approximately 75km from Fraserburgh with water depths 
between 73m and 110m. The turbines will not be visible from 
shore, and are well away from designated sites.

Dynamic (flexible) inter-array cables would connect the 
turbines to each other and up to three offshore substations 
within the windfarm.

To help us decide exactly where the floating wind turbines 
should be sited within the awarded development area, and 
the best subsea cable route, we have undertaken detailed 
technical and environmental surveys.   We are also conducting 
ongoing engagement with a range of stakeholders – including 
environmental organisations – to help inform a comprehensive 
approach to an Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) 
report. That approach is outlined in the project’s Offshore 
Scoping Report, issued in September 2023 and accessible via 
our website, and the resulting EIA report will accompany the 
consent application.

Export Cable Corridor Search Area and Preferred Export Cable Corridor 

Buchan Offshore Wind Farm Array Area

Export Cable Corridor

Indicative IRC Area

How does floating  wind energy work?

enter a transition bay, and then onshore underground cables 
will transport the electricity to the project’s substation, near 
Peterhead. Here it would be converted to 400kV (400,000 volts) 
for onward transmission via underground cables to join the 
national transmission network.

Our expected grid connection point is at the existing Peterhead 
substation, located to the south of the town of Peterhead, 
which is owned and operated by Scottish and Southern Energy 
Networks (SSEN).

We have also been working closely with fishing communities 
and representatives on how we can work with the fishing 
industry to reduce potential impacts from the installation and 
operation of the turbines, subsea cables and the IRC platform, 
which would be about halfway along the cable route.

The IRC platform helps balance the power being transmitted, 
so it arrives onshore safely and ready for onward transmission.

The offshore cables will be buried in the seabed where this 
may be achieved, both to protect them and to reduce the 
potential for interaction with other sea users. Where burial 
is not possible and the cables need to be laid on the seabed 
– such as when crossing other pipelines and cables – rock 
armour or similar protection would be used. 
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Our public consultation runs 
from Monday 25 November 
to Friday 20 December 2024. 

We believe our refined routes and sites are the ones 
that best balance our technical requirements with the 
impact on the environment and the people who live, 
work and enjoy spending their time in the area.

But we need your views to help us develop our plans, 
and to let us know if there is anything else you would 
like us to take into account as the project progresses.

You can view our plans, ask questions of the project 
team and give us your feedback at one of our public 
exhibitions:

Tuesday 26 November:  
St Fergus Village Hall AB42 3QD – 2pm-7pm
Wednesday 27 November:  
Dalrymple Hall, Fraserburgh AB43 9BD – 2pm - 7pm
Thursday 28 November:  
Peterhead Football Club AB42 1EQ – 2pm – 7pm

You can find more information and an  
online feedback form at our website:  
www.buchanoffshorewind.com

How to contact us:

Freephone:
0800 0129 889

Email:
feedback@buchanconsultation.com 

Freepost:
FREEPOST BUCHAN OFFSHORE WIND

Buchan Offshore Wind would be part of the local community  
for many years to come, and we are already working in  
partnership with local organisations to make a positive 
difference, such as:

•  Supporting the University of Highlands and Islands (UHI)  
STEM Programme in the Highlands and Islands and its planned 
expansion to schools in Fraserburgh, Mintlaw and Peterhead

•  Working with Fraserburgh and Peterhead Ports to support 
their ambitions to capitalise on the opportunities floating 
offshore wind presents

•  Partnering with Powering Futures to deliver their Schools 
Programme in Peterhead and Fraserburgh Academies, 
providing pupils with sustainability and meta-skills education

•  Sponsorship of the Best of Buchan Awards in July 2023 and 
2024 as part of Peterhead Scottish Week

•  Sponsorship of Peterhead FC’s Community Foundation, 
funding a community coach who supports education, health 
and wellbeing.

Working with the community

The final date for people to give us their comments on the 
proposals as part of this consultation is Friday 20th December. 
We will carefully consider all feedback we receive, alongside our 
technical appraisals and Environmental Impact Assessments (EIA) 
, as we develop our plans. We will carry out further consultation on 
our detailed proposals before submitting consent applications. We 
expect to submit applications in 2025.

At this stage, please note that your comments are not 
representations to the Scottish Ministers or Local Planning
Authority. If we do make applications for development consent 
and marine licences/planning permission in future, you will be able 
to make formal representations to the Scottish Ministers or Local 
Planning Authority at that stage.

What happens next?

Annex 6: Second round of consultation: Materials

6.1    Project leaflet
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About us

Buchan Offshore Wind is a floating 
offshore wind project with the potential 
to make a significant contribution to 
Scotland’s and the UK’s renewable energy 
ambitions.

A ScotWind project located 75km off the 
coast of Fraserburgh, it will have up to  
70 wind turbines generating around 1GW of 
clean, green renewable energy – enough to 
power the equivalent of 1.4 million homes.

Buchan Offshore Wind could see more 
than £1.4bn invested in Scotland’s 
manufacturing sector and supply chain, 
with potential for a further £800m in the 
rest of the UK. This has the potential to 
support over 2,800 jobs in Scotland at 
the peak of construction and 320 during 
operation.

Buchan Offshore Wind Ltd. is a partnership 
of three leading European energy 
businesses. Together they offer a unique 
breadth and depth of experience and 
expertise in the development of floating 
offshore wind.

BW Ideol is leading a fully integrated 
platform in floating offshore wind with more 
than 10 years of experience from design, 
execution and development of floating wind 
projects based on Ideol S.A.’s patented and 
proven floating offshore wind technology 
and engineering capabilities. 

Elicio is a Belgian developer and operator 
of on-and-offshore wind energy projects. 
Elicio recognises its people and stakeholder 
relationships as key assets which enable 
to deliver development expertise and 
operational excellence, with a current 
capacity of 573 MW, which includes 
operational windfarms in the Belgian  
North Sea. 

BayWa r.e. is a global renewable energy 
developer, distributor and energy solutions 
provider. BayWa r.e. has brought online 
more than 5.5 GW of renewable energy 
projects worldwide and manages more 
than 10 GW of renewable assets. BayWa 
r.e. has been active in renewable energy 
development, construction and operation 
in Scotland for more than 10 years, with 
offices in Glasgow and Edinburgh.

The Offshore Windfarm

Buchan Offshore Wind was successful in 
securing an option agreement with Crown 
Estate Scotland to develop a floating 
offshore wind project in Plan Option NE8 
following the ScotWind leasing process, 
which concluded in January 2022.

The Scottish Government’s Sectoral Marine 
Plan identified the areas of sea that were 
available for the submission of bids as part 
of the ScotWind leasing process and was 
adopted in October 2020 following extensive 
consultation.

Buchan Offshore Wind Ltd was delighted to 
secure the rights to develop the NE8 site,  
with an option agreement covering an area  

of 330 km2 approximately 75km north-east  
of Fraserburgh, with water depths of  
73-110 metres. The site was identified by the 
Sectoral Marine Plan as having the potential 
to generate up to 1GW of clean, green 
renewable energy, which could power the 
equivalent of up to 1.4 million homes. 

We are now developing plans for a floating 
windfarm of up to 70 turbines with a total 
generating capacity of up to 1 GW within 
the site, which we hope to be operational in 
the early 2030s. Since securing the rights to 
develop the site we have been undertaking 
significant survey work to understand the 
seabed, sea and wind conditions.

Buchan Offshore Windfarm  
Array Area

Export Cable Corridor

Indicative IRC Area

Floating offshore wind –  
how it works

•  The wind turbines will be fixed to floating 
structures which will be moored and 
anchored to the seabed. Our preferred 
technology is BW Ideol’s Damping Pool 
technology, which has already been 
successfully installed off the coasts of 
France and Japan since 2018.

•  The layout of the turbines within the site 
will be developed to optimise both the 
available wind resource and suitability of 
seabed conditions, while taking account of 
environmental constraints and sensitivities. 

•  Dynamic (flexible) inter-array cables will 
connect turbines to each other and up to 
three offshore substations within  
the windfarm.

•  Up to three export cables will bring power 
to shore from the offshore substations, 
potentially via an Intermediate Reactive 
Compensation (IRC) platform, which helps 
balance the power being transmitted, 
so it arrives onshore ready for onward 
transmission.

•  The offshore export cables will be buried 
in the sea bed where this can be achieved, 
both to protect them and to minimise the 
possibility of interference with other sea 
users. Where burial is not achievable and 
the cables need to be laid on the sea bed 
– such as when crossing other pipelines 
and cables, or where ground conditions do 
not allow burial – rock armour or similar 
protection will be used.

BW Ideol’s proven technology is the preferred floating solution, but we have included a range 
of floating technology options within our Offshore Scoping Report to allow for flexibility in the 
delivery of the project. Below are examples of how floating wind turbines may be anchored.

Wind
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Offshore
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Platform (OSP) 
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Offshore Export
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Cable connection
to substation

Inter Array  
Cable

The Development and  
Consenting Process

Consent for the offshore project will be 
sought through the Marine Directorate 
Licensing Operations Team, acting on behalf 
of Scottish Ministers. We will submit an 
offshore application package along with 
an accompanying Environmental Impact 
Assessment Report (EIAR) and associated 
environmental and consultation reports. 

The onshore elements of the project will 
be submitted to Aberdeenshire Council for 

planning consent. The application will be 
accompanied by an EIAR and associated 
environmental and consultation reports.

The EIA process will consider the positive 
and negative effects of the project, including 
those that could occur cumulatively with other 
projects and plans; effects associated with 
the construction, operation and maintenance 
and decommissioning phases; and potential 
options to mitigate those effects.

 Offshore  Onshore
 • Commercial Fisheries 

 • Physical and Coastal Processes

 • Marine Water and Sediment Quality 

 • Benthic and Intertidal Ecology 

 • Fish and Shellfish Ecology 

 • Offshore and Intertidal Ornithology

 • Marine Mammals and other Megafauna

 • Shipping and Navigation 

 • Marine Archaeology and Cultural Heritage

 • Military and Civil Aviation 

 • Socio-Economics, Tourism and Recreation 

 • Infrastructure and other users 

 • Climate Effects

 • Landscape and Visual Amenity

 • Ecology

 • Ornithology

 • Cultural Heritage

 • Geology and Soils

 • Hydrology and Water Resources

 • Airborne noise and vibration

 • Air quality

 • Traffic and Transport

 • Land Use

 • Socio-Economics, Tourism and Recreation 

 • Existing and Planned Infrastructure

 • Climate Effects

We expect the following topics to be considered in the offshore and onshore applications:

2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 2026

Offshore Consent Process

Onshore Consent Process

Surveys and Baseline Data Collection

Feasibility 
and Bid 

Preparation
Site Award

Scoping  
and HRA 

Screening

Assessment 
and Design 
Refinement 

Process

Application 
Preparation 

and 
Submission

Consent 
Decision

Stakeholder and Consultee Engagement

Surveys and Baseline Data Collection

Bid 
Preparation

Grid 
Connection 
Feasibility

Routing and 
Siting

Scoping
Assessment 
and Design 
Refinement 

Process

Application 
Preparation 

and 
Submission

Consent 
Decision

* Many of the activities shown feed into each other and occur in parallel. The timeline indicates key milestone dates  
   only within the project.

Stakeholder and Consultee Engagement

6.2    Newspaper advert 6.3    Exhibition banners
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Offshore – what we’re doing

Surveys

To help us decide where the floating wind turbines will be sited within the awarded development 
area, and the best subsea export cable route, we have undertaken detailed technical and 
environmental surveys. We are also conducting ongoing engagement with a range of 
stakeholders – including environmental organisations – to help inform a comprehensive 
approach to an Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Report. 

In 2022 we began a two-year ornithology and 
marine mammal survey of the site. This has 
given us a detailed understanding of how 
birds and mammals use the site, to inform 
our assessment process.

In November 2022 we deployed a floating 
Lidar (Light Detection and Ranging) unit 
to measure wind and waves on site. Since 
then we have been undertaking geophysical, 
environmental and geotechnical surveys 
of the windfarm site and preferred cable 
corridor to understand the environmental 
and technical conditions that will inform the 
assessment and design of the project. 

The data we have collected and analysed 
have given us a better understanding of the 
likely impacts of the project, enabling us 
to refine the project design and provide a 
baseline against which project impacts can 
be assessed.

Working with stakeholders 
We have engaged with a range of consultees 
and stakeholders, including government 
and statutory consultees, around the 
survey and assessment requirements for 
the project to ensure these are addressed 
within our EIA process. Some of the statutory 
consultees we have been engaging with 
include NatureScot, Aberdeenshire Council, 
Northen Lighthouse Board and Maritime and 
Coastguard Agency.

We have also been engaging with 
organisations representing fishing interests, 
and individual fishers, through our early 
development activity and offshore survey 
works. We recognise the importance of 
the fishing industry and community to the 
area, and we intend to continue this regular 
consultation with fisheries representatives.

We are committed to delivering Buchan in 
collaboration with the community in the 
North East. We want to work with local 
communities to address questions people 
may have about the project and how and 
where it will be delivered, and to understand 
and develop opportunities in skills 
development, employment and investment.  

The North East and East Ornithology Group 
(NEEOG) conducting British Trust for 
Ornithology (BTO) coastal bird surveys in 2024.

Supporting Scotland’s supply chain

The Scottish and UK Governments aim to 
ensure that companies across the country 
can benefit from the opportunities presented 
by the expansion of the offshore wind sector, 
at home and abroad, with the sector set to 
play a key role in securing a Just Transition to  
net zero. 

Buchan Offshore Wind has committed to 80% 
of the development stage spend being spent 
on Scottish suppliers. 

The serial production of foundations and 
turbine assembly is expected to take place 

in Scotland. BW Ideol has prepared detailed 
plans for the proposed manufacture of 
concrete floating foundations at Ardersier. 
It is expected that more than 1,000 staff 
would be employed in Scotland solely for the 
manufacturing of the floating foundations.

In addition we are actively involved in 
working with skills and training providers, 
development initiatives and the supply chain 
in Scotland to help it to be in the strongest 
position to maximise the role it can play in the 
delivery of the project. 

What we’re already doing:
 •  Supporting UHI STEM Programme, 
donating >£200k to an initiative by UHI 
which promotes STEM school curriculum 
in the Highlands and Islands and selected 
Aberdeenshire primary schools

 •  Working with Fraserburgh and Peterhead 
Ports to support their ambitions to  
capitalise on the opportunity floating 
offshore wind presents

 •  Joining the Power House initiative based  
in Alness

 •  Signing Offshore Wind Collaborative  
Framework Charter 

 •  Sponsorship of Civil Engineering Contractors 
Association (CECA) Scotland to support them 
with delivery of civil engineering training for 
young people in Scottish academies.

 •  Joining the Scottish Offshore Wind Energy 
Council (SOWEC) and participating in its 
various forums

 •  Member of Strategic Investment Model 
Collaborative Framework – a joint SOWEC/
Developer approach to infrastructure  
investment, assessing major investment 
opportunities for endorsement by collective  
group of Scotwind Developers

 •  Support for the successful Opportunity 
Cromarty Firth Green Freeport bid, and 
ongoing collaboration with Inverness and 
Cromarty Firth Green Freeport Ltd

 •  Active support for suppliers, encouraging 
use of SIM and providing letters of support

How the floating barge construction facility at the Port of Ardesier might look.

Buchan in the Community

Buchan Offshore Wind would be part of the 
local community for many years to come, 
and we are already working in partnership 
with local organisations to make a positive 
difference, such as: 

 • Supporting the Turning the Plastic Tide 
beach clean initiatives in Aberdeenshire 

 • Partnering with Powering Futures to deliver 
their Schools Programme in Peterhead 
and Fraserburgh Academies, providing 
pupils with sustainability and meta-skills 
education

• Sponsorship of the Best of Buchan Awards 
in July 2023 and 2024 as part of Peterhead 
Scottish Week and supporting Christmas 
celebrations at the Peterhead Prison 
Museum

• Sponsorship of Peterhead FC’s Community 
Foundation, funding a community coach 
who supports education, health and 
wellbeing. 

Our wider work on understanding the 
potential for local communities to benefit 
from the project and the wider offshore 
wind development pipeline is a longer-term 
initiative and includes engagement and 
collaboration with the local supply chain 
to understand how they could use their 
existing skills and capacity to help in the 
delivery of the project.

We would be happy to hear about any 
further initiatives which we could support  
in the local area.

Our onshore plans

Subsea cables will bring electricity from 
the windfarm ashore in Aberdeenshire. 
We selected the current preferred landfall 
point after appraising several sites along 
the Aberdeenshire Coast. The appraisal 
considered environmental constraints, 
intertidal and onshore infrastructure 
requirements and engineering and 
geotechnical constraints.

The project substation will convert the 
electricity to 400kV (400,000 volts) for 
connection (via more underground cables) 
to the existing electricity transmission 
network, owned and operated by Scottish and 
Southern Electricity Networks (SSEN).

We have now received confirmation that 
our grid connection point will be at SSEN’s 
existing Peterhead substation. This will allow 
us to identify an onshore cable route from 
our project substation to SSEN’s Peterhead 
substation.

The subsea cables will enter a transition 
joint bay at the landfall point. From there, 
onshore underground cables will take the 
electricity to a new project substation 
near Peterhead. The underground cables 
will not be visible once installed, but we 
will need joint bays at regular intervals for 
operational maintenance. These will also be 
underground; all that will be visible will be 
manhole covers for access. 

The project’s substation is likely to be 
housed inside a building. The final size of 
the substation will be refined through the 
design development process but, at this 
early stage, it is likely to have a footprint of 
no more than 300 x 250m.

Onshore cable route and 
substation site options

Proposed Onshore 
Cable Route Corridor

Peterhead 400kV 
Substation

Substation Search 
Areas

Landfall Area

At our first round of consultation in November 
2023, we presented our preferred option to 
connect Buchan Offshore Wind from our 
proposed cable landfall point near Rattray 
Head to the existing electricity transmission 
network at Peterhead. 

Since our first round of consultation we 
have continued technical assessment work 
and taken account of feedback received 
from local people and stakeholders such as 
Aberdeenshire Council, Scottish Environment 
Protection Agency, Historic Environment 
Scotland and NatureScot.

We have refined our onshore cable route 
boundary to take account of feedback 
received, in particular, where it should pass 
Keyhead and St Fergus, and we have reduced 
our substation search areas from three to two. 

Our refined underground cable route heads 
west from the landfall point, and now has  
the option of turning south and crossing the 
A90 before Keyhead, passing between  
St Fergus Moss and the St Fergus gas terminal. 
It continues south, staying west of St Fergus, 
crosses under the River Ugie and passes 
between the former RAF Longside airfield and 
Blackhills before turning south-east to arrive at 
a new project substation, in the Peterhead area. 
Appraisal and analysis of routing and substation 
options remains ongoing as we learn more 
about the local area. 

Two substation search area options have been 
shortlisted following feedback received at our 
last consultation.

We have now received confirmation that our 
grid connection point will be at SSEN’s existing 
Peterhead substation. This will allow us to 
identify an onshore cable route from our project 
substation to SSEN’s Peterhead substation. 

Consultation and next steps

Get in touch:
You can contact us through these channels:

Phone: 
0800 0129 889
Email:  
feedback@buchanconsultation.com
Freepost:  
FREEPOST BUCHAN OFFSHORE WIND

We believe our refined routes and sites are 
the ones that best balance our technical 
requirements with the impact on the 
environment and the people who live, work 
and enjoy spending their time in the area.
 
But we need your views to help us develop our 
plans, and to let us know if there is anything 
else you would like us to take into account as 
the project progresses. 

Our consultation runs until Friday 20 
December 2024. You can make comments  
on a feedback form or online at  
www.buchanoffshorewind.com, where  
you can also find more information.

The final date for people to give us their 
comments on the proposals as part of this 
consultation is Friday 20 December 2024.

We will carefully consider all feedback we 
receive, alongside our technical appraisals 
and Environmental Impact Assessments (EIA), 
as we develop our plans. We will carry out 
further consultation on our detailed proposals 
before submitting consent applications. We 
expect to submit applications in 2025.
 
At this stage, please note that your comments 
are not representations to the Scottish 
Ministers or Local Planning Authority. If we do 
make applications for development consent 
and marine licences/planning permission 
in future, you will be able to make formal 
representations to the Scottish Ministers or 
Local Planning Authority at that stage. 

Our onshore substation

Our onshore substation will consist of Gas Insulated Switchgear (GIS) which will be housed within 
buildings. The substation will have a maximum footprint of 300m x 250m and the maximum 
building height will be 15m. The final number and size of buildings will be determined as we refine 
our proposals. A site-specific landscaping scheme will be agreed with Aberdeenshire Council and 
implemented following the completion of construction of the substation. 

We appraised six potential search areas for the substation site, and we have shortlisted two 
which met our environmental and technical requirements: Area 4 and Area 6. We are now  
seeking feedback before deciding which one to take forward for detailed design.

Area 4

The benefits of the site include:

• Proximity to Peterhead substation, where 
the project will connect to the transmission 
network

• No direct impact on any environmentally 
designated sites or scheduled cultural 
heritage assets

• No interactions with existing underground 
cables or pipelines.

The visualisations below show how the 
substation might appear from different 
viewpoints.

Our onshore substation

Our onshore substation will consist of Gas Insulated Switchgear (GIS) which will be housed within 
buildings. The substation will have a maximum footprint of 300m x 250m and the maximum  
building height will be 15m. The final number and size of buildings will be determined as we refine 
our proposals. A site-specific landscaping scheme will be agreed with Aberdeenshire Council and 
implemented following the completion of construction of the substation. 

We appraised six potential search areas for the substation site, and we have shortlisted two 
which met our environmental and technical requirements: Area 4 and Area 6. We are now  
seeking feedback before deciding which one to take forward for detailed design.

Area 6

The benefits of the site include:

• Proximity to the A90 for ease of access

• The buildings would fit in with the existing 
industrial surroundings

• No direct impact on any environmentally 
designated sites or scheduled cultural 
heritage assets

• No interactions with existing underground 
cable or pipeline infrastructure.

The visualisations below show how the 
substation might appear from different 
viewpoints.
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Project Consultation 

Buchan Offshore Wind is a new floating offshore 
wind project with the potential to make a significant 
contribution to Scotland’s and the UK’s renewable  
energy ambitions.

A ScotWind project located 75km off the coast of 
Fraserburgh, it will have up to 70 wind turbines 
generating around 1GW of clean, green renewable 
energy – enough to power the equivalent of 1.4 million 
homes.

Buchan Offshore Wind could see more than £1.4bn 
invested in the UK’s manufacturing sector and supply 
chain. This has the potential to support over 2,800 
jobs in Scotland at the peak of construction and over 
400 during operation.

Subsea cables bringing energy from the turbines 
would come ashore near Rattray Head, and 
underground cables would then transport the energy 
to a new project substation in the Peterhead area. 
This new substation would be connected to the 
transmission network at the existing Peterhead 
substation, which is owned and operated by Scottish 
and Southern Electricity Networks (SSEN).

We want to hear your views!
Last year we consulted with local people on our preferred 
landfall point, onshore cable route options, onshore 
substation site options, and our planned offshore 
scheme. We have considered all feedback received and 
have developed our plans in more detail.

We are now holding a final round of pre-application public 
consultation to update local people and stakeholders 
on how our proposals have developed and seek their 
feedback to help us refine our plans. 

You can find more information about our plans in this 
leaflet, at our public exhibitions and on our website  
www.buchanoffshorewind.com 

Our public consultation runs 
from Monday 05 May to Friday 
30 May 2025.
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Our proposed  
offshore development 

Buchan Offshore Wind would have up to 70 turbines with 
a maximum blade tip height of 340 metres, sited in an area 
approximately 75km from Fraserburgh with water depths 
between 73m and 110m. The turbines will not be visible from 
shore, and are well away from designated sites.

Dynamic (flexible) inter-array cables would connect the 
turbines to each other and up to three offshore substations 
within the windfarm.

To help us decide exactly where the floating wind turbines 
should be sited within the awarded development area, 
and the best subsea cable route, we have undertaken 
detailed technical and environmental surveys.   We are 
also conducting ongoing engagement with a range of 
stakeholders – including environmental organisations – to 
help inform a comprehensive approach to an Environmental 
Impact Assessment (EIA) report. That approach is outlined in 
the project’s Offshore Scoping Report, issued in September 
2023 and accessible via our website, and the resulting EIA 
report will accompany the consent application.

Export Cable Corridor Search Area and Preferred Export Cable Corridor 
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How does floating  wind energy work?

We have also been working closely with fishing communities 
and representatives on how we can work with the fishing 
industry to reduce potential impacts from the installation 
and operation of the turbines, subsea cables and the IRC 
platform, which would be about halfway along the cable 
route.

The IRC platform helps balance the power being transmitted, 
so it arrives onshore safely and ready for onward 
transmission.

The offshore cables will be buried in the seabed wherever 
possible, both to protect them and to reduce the potential 
for interaction with other sea users. Where burial is not 
possible and the cables need to be laid on the seabed – such 
as when crossing other pipelines and cables – rock armour or 
similar protection would be used. 

About Buchan Offshore Wind 

A joint venture between BayWa r.e, Elicio and BW Ideol, 
Buchan Offshore Wind was awarded the rights to develop 
the site through the ScotWind leasing process launched by 
Crown Estate Scotland (CES) to facilitate the expansion of 
offshore wind in Scotland.

ScotWind was delivered in response to the Scottish 
Government’s target of net-zero emissions of all greenhouse 
gases by 2045 and the aim to generate 50% of Scotland’s 
overall energy consumption from renewable sources by 
2030. Buchan Offshore Wind was awarded ScotWind NE8 
Plan Option, with an Option area of 330 km2.

What does the project involve? 

Buchan Offshore Wind will help put Scotland at the 
forefront of floating wind technology. Our aim is to develop 
a project that balances the delivery of the project with the 
aim of reducing potential effects on the environment and 
communities.

The wind turbines would be fixed to floating concrete barges 
which will be moored and anchored to the seabed. Our 
preferred technology is BW Ideol’s Damping Pool technology, 
which has already been successfully installed off the coasts 
of France and Japan.

The serial production of foundations and turbine assembly is 
intended to take place in Scotland. Project partner BW Ideol 
have prepared detailed plans for the proposed manufacture 
of concrete floating foundations at the former oil and gas 
yard at the Port of Ardersier. It is expected that more than 
1,000 staff would be employed locally in Scotland for the 
manufacturing of the floating foundations.

Up to three offshore substations would collect energy 
generated by the turbines for transmission via subsea export 
cables and an offshore intermediate reactive compensation 
(IRC) platform to a landfall location near Rattray head, on the 
Aberdeenshire coast. At landfall the subsea cables would 

enter a transition bay, and then onshore underground cables 
will transport the electricity to the project’s substation, near 
Peterhead. Here it would be converted to 400kV (400,000 
volts) for onward transmission via underground cables to join 
the national transmission network.

Our expected grid connection point is at the existing 
Peterhead substation, located to the south of the town of 
Peterhead, which is owned and operated by Scottish and 
Southern Energy Networks (SSEN).

Our public consultation runs 
from Monday 05 May to 
Friday 30 May 2025. 

We believe our refined routes and sites are the ones 
that best balance our technical requirements with the 
impact on the environment and the people who live, 
work and enjoy spending their time in the area.

But we need your views to help us develop our plans, 
and to let us know if there is anything else you would 
like us to take into account as the project progresses 
towards applications for consent.

You can view our plans, ask questions of the project 
team and give us your feedback at one of our public 
exhibitions:

Tuesday 06 May: 
Dalrymple Hall, Fraserburgh AB43 9BD – 2pm - 7pm
Wednesday 07 May: 
St Fergus Village Hall AB42 3QD – 2pm-7pm
Thursday 08 May: 
Peterhead Football Club AB42 1EQ – 2pm – 7pm

You can find more information and an  
online feedback form at our website:  
www.buchanoffshorewind.com

How to contact us:

Freephone:
0800 0129 889

Email:
feedback@buchanconsultation.com 

Freepost:
FREEPOST BUCHAN OFFSHORE WIND

Buchan Offshore Wind would be part of the local community 
for many years to come. We are keen to enable local economic 
growth by focusing on skills and supply chain preparedness. 
In addition, we are already working in partnership with local 
organisations to make a positive difference, such as:

• Supporting the University of Highlands and Islands (UHI) 
STEM Programme in the Highlands and Islands and its 
planned expansion to schools in Fraserburgh, Mintlaw and 
Peterhead

• Working with Fraserburgh and Peterhead Ports to support 
their ambitions to capitalise on the opportunities floating 
offshore wind presents

• Ongoing participation in beach cleans at Rattray Head in 
collaboration with the Turning the Plastic Tide project.

• Partnering with Powering Futures to deliver their Schools 
Programme in Peterhead and Fraserburgh Academies, 
providing pupils with sustainability and meta-skills education

• Ongoing Sponsorship of the Best of Buchan Awards as part 
of the Peterhead Scottish Week.

• Sponsorship of Peterhead FC’s Community Foundation, 
funding a community coach who supports education, health 
and wellbeing.

Working with the community

What happens next?

The final date for people to give us their comments on the 
proposals as part of this consultation is Friday 30 May.

We have carefully considered all feedback received to date 
from local people and statutory bodies and are presenting 
our refined proposals. We continue to undertake technical 
studies, as well as surveys to inform our Environmental Impact 
Assessment (EIA). The feedback we receive on these refined 
proposals will inform the content of our consent applications 
which will be submitted later this year.

At this stage, please note that your comments are not 
representations to the Scottish Ministers or Local Planning 
Authority. When we make applications for development 
consent and marine licences/planning permission in future, 
you will be able to make formal representations to the Scottish 
Ministers or Local Planning Authority at that stage.

Annex 7: Third round of consultation: Materials

7.1    Project leaflet
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7.2    Feedback form

7.3    Newspaper advert

Public consultation 
feedback form

Buchan Offshore Wind is a new floating offshore wind project 
with the potential to make a significant contribution to 
Scotland’s and the UK’s renewable energy ambitions.

A ScotWind project located 75km off the coast of Fraserburgh, 
it will have up to 70 wind turbines generating around 1GW of 
clean, green renewable energy.

Buchan Offshore Wind could see more than £1.4bn invested in 
the UK’s manufacturing sector and supply chain. This has the 
potential to support over 2,800 jobs in Scotland at the peak of 
construction and over 400 during operation.

Subsea cables bringing energy from the turbines would come 
ashore near Rattray Head, and underground cables would 
then transport the energy to a new project substation in the 
Peterhead area. This new substation would be connected to 
the existing transmission network at Peterhead substation, 
which is operated by Scottish and Southern Electricity 
Networks (SSEN). 

We want to hear your views!
Last year we consulted with local people on our preferred 
landfall point, onshore cable route options, onshore substation 
site options, and our planned offshore scheme. We have 
considered all feedback received and have developed our plans 
in more detail.

We are now holding a final round of pre-application public 
consultation to update local people and stakeholders on how 
our proposals have developed and seek their feedback to help 
us refine our plans.

You can give us your comments by completing this feedback 
form, or scan the QR code to visit our website www.
buchanoffshorewind.com where you can also find more 
information about the project and give your feedback online.

Maps
You can see a map of our preferred cable route and possible 
substation location in our project leaflet and on our website.

At this stage, please note that your comments are not 
representations to the Scottish Ministers or Local Planning 
Authority. When we make applications for development 
consent and marine licences/planning permission in future, 
you will be able to make formal representations to the 
Scottish Ministers or Local Planning Authority at that stage.

Our public consultation runs until 
Friday 30 May 2025.
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5.   Are there are any projects or initiatives you would like us to know about?

Working with the community
Buchan Offshore Wind is committed to working in partnership 
with the local community throughout the project to ensure it 
is delivered in the best way and benefits local people. We are 
already working with the supply chain in Scotland, but we’re 

also active in local and regional initiatives including Peterhead 
FC’s Community Foundation, the Best of Buchan Awards 
as part of Peterhead Scottish Week, and the University of 
Highlands and Islands STEM engagement programme.

About you

Title (Mr . Ms . Mrs. etc.): First name*:

Surname*:

Address:

Postcode: Telephone:

Email (if you would like to receive updates when there is project news):

Age range: 18 and under 19-34 35-50 51-65 over 65

Are you responding on behalf of an organisation? Yes No If yes, which one?

Please tick here if you would like us to keep you updated about our proposals via email 
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Questions

Our preferred option to connect Buchan Offshore Wind to 
Peterhead is for the subsea cables to come ashore at Rattray, 
at a point located south of the Loch of Strathbeg Nature 
Reserve and north of the St Fergus Gas Terminal and its 
associated offshore pipelines.

We selected this location after careful consideration and 
appraisal of several sites along the Aberdeenshire Coast, 
examining environmental constraints, intertidal and onshore 
infrastructure requirements and engineering and geotechnical 
constraints. 

The landfall area will host up to three transition joint bays 
where the offshore export cables will be joined on to the 
onshore underground cables. This would be underground, and 
the land would be reinstated once construction is complete.

The proposed landfall area near Rattray Head is unchanged 
from our previous public consultation in 2024. 

1.    Do you have any comments on our preferred landfall point at Rattray, where the subsea cables would  
come ashore?

Landfall point

2.    Do you have any comments on our preferred route for the underground cables between Rattray  
and Peterhead?

Onshore underground cable route
Our underground cable route heads west from the landfall 
point, with the option of turning south and crossing the A90 
before Keyhead, passing between St Fergus Moss and the 
St Fergus gas terminal. It continues south, staying west of 
St Fergus, crosses under the River Ugie and passes between 
the former RAF Longside airfield and Blackhills before turning 
south-east to arrive at a new project substation, in the 
Peterhead area.

The onshore underground cables will be installed within a 
100m corridor within the red line boundary for the onshore 
cable route. The precise corridor will be confirmed following 
detailed design. Once installed, the cables would be 
underground and normal farming activity would be able to 
continue above them. 
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7.   Did you attend a consultation event? 

Yes No If yes, which one? Peterhead Fraserburgh St Fergus

If yes, how informative was the event? Very informative informative not informative

8.   Is there anything else you would like us to consider?

Thank you

Your views are important to us as we develop our proposals. If you have any questions, please contact us:

Website: www.buchanoffshorewind.com  

Email: feedback@buchanconsultation.com 

Post: You can write to us free of charge at FREEPOST BUCHAN OFFSHORE WIND (no stamp or further address is needed)

Phone: You can call us free of charge on 0800 0129 889

Please note our phoneline is open Monday to Friday 9:00am – 5:30pm; please leave a message outside of these times.

Keeping your details safe
Buchan Offshore Wind is committed to respecting your privacy and will comply with all applicable data protection and privacy laws. 
We’re consulting you to get your views on our proposals, so we may need to share your information with certain other bodies for 
the purposes of the consultation and for creating reports. These are: Buchan Offshore Wind parent companies; third party service 
providers, contractors or advisors who provide services to us; relevant planning authorities.

6.   How did you hear about the consultation?

Leaflet Media Social media Other

Was the information useful and what further information would have been helpful?
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In November 2024 we consulted local people on two ‘search areas’ for the project substation in the Peterhead area (one near the 
Score site off the A90 and one slightly further south near Springhill). 

Following feedback received, and further technical and environmental assessments, we have now identified the southern search area 
as our preferred location.

3.    Do you have any comments on our preferred substation location?

4.   If you have any comments on our offshore proposals please give them here:

Substation location

Our offshore proposal
Our offshore proposal will see up to 70 turbines installed on 
floating structures that will be moored and anchored to the 
seabed, approximately 75 km from shore at its closest point. 
The turbines will not be visible from shore. Offshore export 
cables bringing energy from the turbines to the landfall point 
will be buried in the seabed wherever possible.

We have carried out marine environmental and technical 
assessments, as set out in the Scoping Report issued 
to the Marine Directorate Licensing Operations Team in 
September 2023, and continue to engage with fishing industry 
representatives and other maritime organisations.
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We’d like your views! 

Buchan Offshore Wind is a new floating offshore wind project 
with the potential to make a significant contribution to 
Scotland’s and the UK’s renewable energy ambitions.

A ScotWind project located 75km off the coast of Fraserburgh, it 
will have up to 70 wind turbines generating around 1GW of clean, 
green renewable energy – enough to power the equivalent of 1.4 
million homes.

Subsea cables bringing energy from the turbines would come 
ashore near Rattray Head, and underground cables would then 
transport the energy to a new project substation in the Peterhead 
area. This new substation would be connected to the transmission 
network at the existing Peterhead substation, which is owned and 
operated by Scottish and Southern Electricity Networks (SSEN).

Last year we consulted with local people on our preferred landfall 
point, onshore cable route options, onshore substation site 
options, and our planned offshore scheme. We have considered all 
feedback received and have developed our plans in more detail.

We are now holding a final round of pre-application public 
consultation to update local people and stakeholders on how 
our proposals have developed and seek their feedback to help us 
refine our plans. 

The final date for people to give us their comments is Friday 30 May 2025.

At this stage, your comments are not representations to the Scottish 
Ministers or Local Planning Authority. If we do make applications for 
development consent and marine licences/planning permission in future, 
you will be able to make formal representations to the Scottish Ministers or 
Local Planning Authority at that stage.

The proposed offshore scheme of Buchan Offshore Wind Farm 
encompasses the Array Area of up to 330km2 with an export capacity of up 
to 1GW, generated by up to 70 floating wind turbine generators. The centre 
of the Array Area is located at 58.408733N, -1.235334W. Up to three export 
cables will transport the electricity generated at the Array Area to landfall 
along an export cable corridor, a distance of approximately 86 km north-east 
of Rattray Head, from 57.595566N, -1.827442W to 58.249389N, -1.268838W. 
There may be a requirement for an intermediate reactive compensation 
platform to maintain power quality along the export cable corridor, located 
around 57.881211N, -1.458134W. This offshore infrastructure requires consent 
and marine licences from the Scottish Ministers under the Electricity Act 
1989, Marine (Scotland) Act 2010 and the Marine and Coastal Access  
Act 2009.

The proposed onshore scheme of Buchan Offshore Wind Farm comprises 
a transition joint bay at the landfall area near Rattray Head where the 
offshore export cables transition to the onshore cable circuits. From here, 
up to three cable circuits with a nominal voltage of up to 275kV will continue 
underground and head south passing west of St Fergus and Peterhead 
towards the onshore substation, to be located south-west of Peterhead. 
From this substation, underground cable circuits with a nominal voltage of 
up to 400kV will connect into the existing SSEN substation at Peterhead, 
which is Buchan Offshore Wind Farm’s grid connection point.

The proposed onshore scheme requires consent from Aberdeenshire Council 
under the Town and Country Planning (Scotland) Act 1997. This notice 
advertises Pre-Application Consultation events required under Regulation  
7 of the Town and Country Planning (Development Management Procedure) 
(Scotland) Regulations 2013 and Regulation 7 of the Marine Licensing (Pre-
application Consultation) (Scotland) Regulations 2013.

We are holding three public exhibitions where you 
can view our plans and talk to the project team.
You can also find more information on our website 
www.buchanoffshorewind.com
You can leave comments on the website, and you 
can also contact us in the following ways:
Phone: 0800 0129 889
Email: feedback@buchanconsultation.com 
Freepost: FREEPOST BUCHAN OFFSHORE WIND

Public exhibitions (2pm to 7pm)
Tuesday 06 May:
Dalrymple Hall, Fraserburgh AB43 9BD
Wednesday 07 May:
St Fergus Village Hall AB42 3QD
Thursday 08 May:
Peterhead Football Club AB42 1EQ

Our public consultation runs from  
Monday 05 May to Friday 30 May 2025.



Get in touch:
You can contact us through these channels:

Phone: 
0800 0129 889

Email:  
feedback@buchanconsultation.com

Freepost:  
FREEPOST BUCHAN OFFSHORE WIND




