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1. Proposed Licensable Marine Activity 

Please describe below or, where there is insufficient space, in a document attached to this form the 

proposed licensable marine activity, including its location. 

A98 Banff Bridge is a 125m long seven span, Category A listed masonry arch bridge, located East of the 

town of Banff, Aberdeenshire. Records suggested scour has been occurring at A98 Banff Bridge since 

before the 1980’s, in the form of undercutting of the piers and riverbed degradation. Despite historic 

efforts, scour and erosion have persisted around the structure, leading to the requirement for the proposed 

works to safeguard the bridge. 

 

Proposed licensable marine activity include: 

• Installation of temporary access tracks, 

• Installation of temporary works, 

• Removal of the existing rock riprap located around the concrete pier bases and abutments of 

Banff Bridge, 

• Reinstatement of any undercutting / voids uncovered beneath the existing concrete pier bases 

and abutments with underwater suitable concrete, 

• Excavation of the riverbed to a depth of approximately 300mm and preparation of the formation 

level to smooth and remove stones over 100mm, 

• Installation of a 300mm rock mattress apron and geogrid protective layer. The all-terminations and 

edges of the mattress will be installed to be flush with the existing riverbed (no upstands will be 

permitted), 

• Fixing of new rock mattress to the riverbed with ground anchors. Where the mattress passes over 

historic concrete repairs around the concrete pier bases, stainless steel dowels will be used to fix 

the mattress in place. Where the concrete is unsuitable for dowels, the concrete will be cored to 

allow ground anchors to be installed. In areas where the distance between the upper face of 

historic concrete repairs and the proposed mattresses formation level is less than 100mm, a 

25mm thick marine and underwater suitable cross linked, closed cell polyethylene sheet material 

shall be installed. 

• Construction of new riprap using suitable site won rock over 900mm diameter and a geotextile 

membrane, 

• Removal of temporary works, 

• Removal of temporary access tracks. 

 

The proposed works are located within the River Deveron in the areas surrounding A98 Banff Bridge, 

Bridge End, Banff AB45 3JS. 
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2. Applicant Details 

Title                                                   Initials                                                 Surname 

  Aberdeenshire Council 

 

Trading Title (if applicable) 

 

Aberdeenshire Council 

 

Address 

Building Name Environment and Infrastructure, 

Roads and Infrastructure (Structures Section), 

Woodhill House, 

Street Name Westburn Road, 

Town Aberdeen, 

County Aberdeenshire 

Postcode AB16 5GB  

 

Name of Contact (if different) 

Mr. Donald Macpherson 

 

Position within Company (if appropriate) 

Bridges Manager 

 

Telephone Number 

Dailing Code +44 
Telephone Number 01467 535841 

 

Company Registration 

N/a 

 

Email Address: 

Donald.macpherson@aberdeenshire.gov.uk 
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Is this prospective applicant the proposed licensee? 

YES ☒        NO ☐ 

If NO, please complete Section 3 below.  

3. Proposed Licensee Details 

Title                                                   Initials                                                 Surname 

N/a   

 

Trading Title (if applicable) 

N/a 

 

Address 

Building Name N/a 

Street Name 
 

Town 
 

County 
 

Postcode 
 

 

Name of Contact (if different) 

N/a 

 

Position within Company 

N/a 

 

Telephone Number 

Dailing Code N/a 

Telephone Number N/a 

 

Company Registration 

N/a 

 

Email Address: 

N/a 
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4. Pre-application Consultation Event 

Please describe below or, where there is insufficient space, in a document attached to this form the pre-
application consultation event.  
 

Notice of Public Event 
 

In accordance with the Regulations, to ensure that the public were informed of the event, Aberdeenshire 
Council published newspaper adverts in the Evening Express and the Press and Journal newspapers on 
the 13th of August, 6 weeks in advance of the Public Consultation. Additionally, information was posted on 
the Aberdeenshire Council Website and via the Council’s Facebook Page. Copies of the publications and 
notices are included within Appendix A of this report.    

 
Section 23 Notifications 
 
In accordance with provisions of Section 23 of the Marine (Scotland) Act 2010, Amey Consulting on the 
behalf of Aberdeenshire Council provided formal notification to several statutory consultee organisations 
via email on the 15th of August 2024, namely: 
 

• Northern Lighthouse Board, 

• Maritime and Coastguard Agency, 

• Scottish Environmental Protection Agency, 

• NatureScot, 

• Aberdeenshire Council,  

• The local fisheries office (Fraserburgh), 

• Banff and Macduff Community Councils,  

• Scottish Fisherman’s Federation, 

• Inshore Fisheries Group, 

• Banff Sailing Club,  

• Scottish Fire and Rescue service. 
 
A copy of the design drawings was attached to each email notification. Copies of the Section 23 
notification emails and the responses received are included within Appendix B. 
 
 

Details of Event 
 
The Pre-application Consultation Event was held on the 30th of September 2024 between 13:00 and 19:30 
at the Deveron Community and Sports Centre, 81 Bellevue Rd, Banff AB45 1BY. The consultation was 
hosted as an informal drop-in, with members of the public and organisations able to attend at any time. 
Representatives from the prospective applicant and the Amey Consulting Design and Environmental 
Team hosted the event and were able to answer queries. 
 
The event was well-attended, with approximately 15 people/groups attending. Three written feedback 
forms were completed during the event, and three feedback forms were received via the Aberdeenshire 
Council “Engage” website. Images from the in-person event are provided overleaf. 
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Images from the In-Person Consultation Event captured prior to the event starting. 
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5. Information provided by the Prospective Applicant at the Pre-
application Consultation Event 

Please describe below or, where there is insufficient space, in a document attached to this form, details of 

any information provided by the prospective applicant for a marine licence at the pre-application consultation 

event.  

 

Aberdeenshire Council and Amey Consulting provided attendees the opportunity to view all current design 
drawings and environmental reports. Additionally, four A1 information boards detailing background 
information, the options considered and the chosen option, the construction process and Environmental 
aspects were displayed. Copies of the information boards are presented in Appendix C.  
 
A continuous slideshow displaying photographs of historic repair works undertaken to A98 Banff Bridge 
was shown on a loop for attendees to view. 
 

Representatives from the prospective applicant and the Amey Consulting Design and Environmental 
Team hosted the event and were able to answer queries. 

 

6. Information received by the Prospective Applicant at the Pre-
Application Consultation Event. 

Please describe below or, where there is insufficient space, in a document attached to this form details of 

any comments and objections received by the prospective applicant for a marine licence at the pre-

application consultation event. 

 

All feedback forms completed during the event stated they were happy with the level of information 
presented at the consultation event. With two stating they fully supported the proposed works and one 
partially supporting the proposals.  
 
Attendees highlighted the importance of the A98 to the local communities and the importance of the bridge 
remaining open during the works.  
 
One attendee commented: 
 
“With higher flow rates in the future albeit short-term due to extreme rainstorms maintaining the current 
seems unnecessary, when the flow area could be increased by deepening the centre of each channel.” 
 
 
The three online feedback forms highlighted the importance for the A98 and highlighted road safety 
concerns unrelated to the proposed works. 
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7. Amendments made, or to be made, to the Application for a 
Marine Licence by the Prospective Applicant following their 
Consideration of Comments and/or Objections received at the 
Pre-application Consultation Event. 

Where any amendments are made, or are to be made, by the prospective applicant for a marine licence to 

the marine licence application as a direct result of their consideration of comments and/or objections 

received at the pre-application consultation event, please provide details of such amendments. 

 

No changes to the proposals have been made as a result of the public consultation. See Section 8 for 
justification. 

 

 

8. Explanation of Approach taken by the Prospective Applicant 
where, following Relevant Comments and/or Objections being 
received by the Prospective Applicant at the Pre-application 
Consultation Event, no Relevant Amendment is made to the 
Application for a Marine Licence. 

Where, following comments and/or objections having been received by the prospective applicant for a 

marine licence at the pre-application consultation event, no relevant amendment is made to the application 

for a marine licence for by the prospective applicant, then please provide below an explanation for the 

approach taken. 

 

Commented: 
 
“With higher flow rates in the future albeit short-term due to extreme rainstorms maintaining the current 
seems unnecessary, when the flow area could be increased by deepening the centre of each channel.” 
 
This comment was considered; however, no amendments to the proposed works were made, as lowering 
the riverbed was not seen to be viable as a result of the following: 
 

• The works are proposed to prevent the removal of bed material and subsequent deepening of the 
channel (scour) around the structure. If the ongoing scour around the piers and riverbed 
degradation continues, the stability of A98 Banff Bridge will be at risk, 
 

• The flow velocity follows a logarithmic profile in relation to the water depth, therefore deepening 
the channel in between the bridge supports, may increase velocities in locations that could affect 
the structure, 

 

• During early discussions with The Deveron, Bogie & Isla Rivers Charitable Trust & River Deveron 
District Salmon Fishery Board, they highlighted the importance of avoiding steps in the riverbed 
as this would be detrimental to fish passage. As a result, the proposal to match the existing levels 
and profile of the River Deveron under A98 Banff Bridge was adopted. Deepening the channel at 
the location of the structure would create steps or require largescale excavations to reprofile the 
riverbed into the deeper areas. 

 
All concerns submitted regarding delays on / closure of the A98 over Banff Bridge have been dismissed 
due to there being no requirement for traffic management on the bridge during the works. 
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9. Certification 

Insert Name:  

Eftychia Koursari 

 

Insert Address 

Building Name Amey, 

Precision House,  

Street Name McNeil Drive,  

Town Motherwell 

County North Lanarkshire 

Postcode ML1 4UR 

 

I certify that I have complied with the legislative requirements relating to pre-application consultation and that 

the pre-application consultation has been undertaken in accordance with the statutory requirements.  

 

Signature: 

 

 

 

Date:14/10/2024 

 

<Redacted>
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Appendix A: Newspaper Articles, Aberdeenshire Council 
Website and Social Media Posts  
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Appendix B: Notification Emails to Statutory Consultee 
Organisations 
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Appendix C: Information Boards 
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