
T: +44 (0)300 244 5046 
E: . arine icensing@gov.scot  

Conservation (Natural Habitats, &c.) Regulations 1994

Application for a licence to disturb or injure marine European protected species 
(EPS) for one of the following purposes 

For  imperative reason  of overriding public
interest (including those of a social or economic nature and beneficial consequences of
primary importance for the environment)
For preventing the spread of disease
For preventing serious damage to livestock, foodstuffs for livestock, crops,vegetables, fruit,
growing timber or any other form of property, or to fisheries.

Please use this application form if you wish to undertake works/activities that would affect European 
protected species in the Scottish inshore marine area (0 – 12nm). 

: Before completing this form, please read these notes carefully Applicants are advised to read these 
notes in conjunction with The Protection of Marine European Protected Species from injury and 
disturbance:Guidance for Scottish Inshore Waters.  If further clarification is needed please contact Marine 

 Licensing Operations Team (M -LOT) on 0300 244 5046 or email:
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Please ensure that you answer questions fully in order to avoid delays.

The completed application should be sent to Marine Licensing Operations Team (M -LOT) at the
address below or emailed to . arine icensing@gov.scot.

Please ensure that you provide appropriate information to support your application. Applicants can
provide this supporting information in the form of an EPS Risk As essment. Guidance can be found
in The Protection of Marine European Protected Species from injury and disturbance:Guidance for Scottish
Inshore Waters. Please contact M -LOT if you wish to discuss the level of supporting documentation
required for your application. Failure to provide sufficient supporting information may delay the
consultation and licensing process.

M -LOT will aim to determine whether a licence should be issued within 6 to 8 weeks of acceptance of a
completed application. However, please note that for large scale or complex projects, the
determination period may be longer.

If you experience any problems filling in this form, please contact M -LOT.

Please use this application form if you wish to undertake works/activities that would affect European
protected species in the Scottish marine area (0 – 12nm).

Please note that European protected species are also protected in the offshore marine environment (between 12
and 200 nautical miles). Species in this area are protected under The Conservation of Offshore Marine 
Habitats and Species Regulations 2017. 

Do not use this form if your application relates to scientific, research, conservation or educational
purposes. Please contact , email or visit

for a licence application for these purposes. also issues
licences for the purposes of marking animals or plants in relation to conservation or introducing
them to particular areas for conserving natural habitats, and for protecting zoological or botanical 

Please provide details of the individual, company or partnership you wish to be named on the licence.
The licensee is responsible for ensuring compliance with the licence and its conditions. Under the
Conservation (Natural Habitats) Regulations 1994 (as amended) it is an offence to fail to comply with the 
terms and conditions of a licence. 

Please provide details of any previous relevant licences.
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Please provide details of the species that will be 

 This information can be described in detail in your 
supporting information. You will need to provide detailed proposals (to be included in the ‘ upporting
information’) of all the mitigation work that you plan to carry out which will affect European protected species.  
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While every effort has been made to ensure the information contained in this document is accurate, nothing in 
this document should be taken to replace the current legislation in force at this time.  You are advised to 
obtain qualified legal advice in relation to your rights and responsibilities under the 1994 Regulations and 
other legislation. 

Tel: 0300 244 5046
Email:

Marine Directorate - Licensing Operations Team 
Scottish Government 
375 Victoria Road 
Aberdeen 
AB11 9DB 



Part A.  The pplicant: ersonal details

These questions relate to the person who will be the  The licence can be issued to an 
individual or a company or a partnership and the licensee will be responsible for ensuring compliance with the 
licence and the conditions of the licence. Under the Conservation (Natural Habitats) Regulations 1994 (as 
amended) it is an offence to fail to comply with any condition imposed by a licence. 

1.

 Title:   Forename(s):   Surname: 

Company ame: 

Business itle (if ppropriate): 

Address: 

Tel no. (inc. dialling code): 

Email address: 

2. The pplicant: revious applications:

Have you previously held a wildlife licence issued in the UK? (please tick as appropriate) 

Yes      No      (If yes, please complete below, if no, please go to Part B) 

Who issued the licence? 

Licence number (most recent licence) 

Year in which the licence was issued. 

What species were covered by the licence? 

What activity was covered by the licence e.g. disturb, injure? 
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Part B.  The pplication

3. Species

(a) Please indicate which species is / are affected by the proposed works.

Common name(s): 

Scientific name(s) 

(b) How many individual animals will be affected by licensed work?

Please provide a description of how this number was calculated / estimated 

(c) Location of proposed licensed action

Latitude and Longitude co-ordinates (WGS84) defining the extent of the project. separate 
sheet if necessary. 

L L
° . ° . 
° . ° . 
° . ° . 
° . ° . 
° . ° . 
° . ° . 
° . ° . 
° . ° . 
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(d) Provide a brief description of the proposed activity and the methods to be used.

Detailed information should be included in your upporting nformation

(e) Briefly state how you will minimise the impact of your proposed work on European protected species.

Detailed information should be included in your upporting nformation.

4. Consideration of designated sites

Designated Areas:  National Nature Reserves (NNR), Sites of Specific Scientific Interest (SSSI), Special 
Protection Area (SPA), Special Areas of Conservation (SAC), Ramsar sites, Marine Protected Areas (MPA).  
Information on designated sites is available on . 

(a) Will any part of the proposed activity fall within /or adjacent to an area covered by a

designated site eg SSSI, SAC, MPA?

Yes     No 

(b) Please give the name of the designated site(s) and either the outcome of your consultations or the
reason why you have not consulted (see note 4).  Please enclose any relevant correspondence.
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5. Activities to be

(a) Please complete all relevant columns in the table below to indicate the methods you propose to use,
the activity involved and the time period in which you propose to use each method. This information will be
used when preparing the licence to cover activities that would otherwise be unlawful, and failure to give full
details may result in an inappropriate licence being issued.

Activity to be licensed (please tick) Time period

Method to 
 be used, 

(e.g. piling) 
From To 

Capture 

Kill 
(exceptional 

circumstances 
only) 

Injure Transport 
Disturb/ 
Harass 

6. Purposes of the licence application (tick one box only)

A licence can only be issued if 3 specific legal tests are met. The section below relates to the first of these 
tests. The options shown are taken from the 

Please indicate which purpose relates to the proposed works 

(a) Preserving public health or public safety (we will require evidence that there is a risk
to public health or public safety e.g. an imminent risk of flooding) Regulation 44(2)(e)

(b) mperative reasons of overriding public interest
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7. Satisfactory alternatives

This relates to the second of the legal tests which must be satisfied. Please explain why there is 
no satisfactory alternative to carrying out the proposed work affecting the species. You must describe all 
possible alternatives which were considered and why they were considered uns   

You must also consider the option of not underta

8. Other icences / onsents

Please detail below all licences / consents you have applied for or received.

Type of icence / onsent (e.g.
arine icence, ocal laning

uthority, ocal orks icence)

Date pplied for Reference no. Date of issue of 
licence / consent
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9. Noise

Please indicate if any of the following noise generating activities will be taking place during the operations:

Use of explosives  Piling  Use of Acoustic Deterrent Devices  
Survey equipment operating in the range 10 Hz – 10kHz  

If you have ticked any of the above boxes please complete a roposed ctivity form
.
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1 . Privacy notice

The Scottish Government’s Marine  Licensing Operations Team (M -LOT) has a range of statutory
responsibilities including determining applications for licences to disturb or injure marine European protected
species (EPS) under the Conservation (Natural Habitats, &c.) Regulations 1994 and The Conservation of Offshore 
Marine Habitats and Species Regulations 2017 and Basking shark licences under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 
1981.

MS-LOT will, where necessary, process personal information including: names, addresses, email addresses and
telephone numbers to determine a licence application. Personal information will be stored securely in the Scottish
Government’s official corporate record.

A full privacy notice can be found . If you are unable to access this, or you 
have any queries or concerns about how your personal information will be handled, contact MS-LOT at: Marine 
Scotland - Licensing Operations Team, Marine Laboratory, 375 Victoria Road, Aberdeen, AB11 9DB. Email



Part C.  Declarations

1 . I have read and understand the guidance provided in this application form. I declare that the
particulars given are correct to the best of my knowledge and belief, and I apply for a licence in accordance
with these particulars.

I authorise employees or representatives of the Scottish Ministers to enter the site which is subject to this 
application for the purpose of monitoring and inspecting the permitted works. 

Under the Conservation (Natural Habitats, &c.) Regulations 1994 (as amended) it is an offence to fail to 
comply with the conditions imposed by a licence. The licensee is responsible for ensuring compliance with 
the licence. 

The Scottish Ministers can modify or revoke a licence at any time, provided there are good reasons. Any 
licence that may be issued is likely to be revoked immediately if it is discovered that false information was 
provided and resulted in the issue of a licence. 

Under the Conservation (Natural Habitats, &c.) Regulations 1994, any person who in order to obtain a licence 
knowingly or recklessly makes a statement or representation, or furnishes a document or information which is 
false in a material particular, shall be guilty of an offence and may be liable to criminal prosecution. Any 
person found guilty of such offences is liable on summary conviction to imprisonment for a term not exceeding 
six months or to a  fine not exceeding level 5 on the standard scale (currently £5,000), or to both imprisonment 
and a fine. 

Previous convictions for wildlife offences will be taken into account and in some cases may mean that the 
Scottish Ministers do not consider it appropriate to grant a licence. 

Signature of the 
Applicant 

(The person named at part 1) 

Name in  

Date 
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Annex A

Give details of the risk to public health or safety 

How has the risk been identified  Please give details of any expert advice received. 

How will the proposed activity address the identified risk  
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Annex B 

What benefits will be provided by the proposed activity? Give details and indicate if they are social, economic 
or environmental.  Please indicate if the benefits are short or long term. 

What public interest will be served? Who will benefit from the proposed activity? Does the proposed activity 
address a need? 

Why is it imperative the proposed activity goes ahead? 

Does the proposed activity support any local regional or national policies? Please give details. Are you fulfilling a 
statutory role?
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Annex C 

What disease(s) is / are at risk of being spread if the proposed activity does not go ahead? Please give details of any 
expert advice received. 

How will the proposed activity prevent the spread of disease? Please give details of any expert advice 
received. 
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Annex D 

What serious damage has occurred or will occur if the proposed activity does not go ahead Please give details 
of any expert advice received. 

How will the proposed activity prevent serious damage? Please give details of any expert advice received. 
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Annex E
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