
T: +44 (0)300 244 5046 

The Conservation of Offshore Marine Habitats and Species Regulations 
2017

Application for a licence to disturb or injure marine European protected species 
(EPS) for one of the following purposes

For an imperative reason of overriding public interest (including those of a social or economic
nature and beneficial consequences of primary importance for the environment)
For preventing the spread of disease
For preventing serious damage to property, or to fisheries.
For scientific or educational purposes
For the re-population of an area with, or the re-introduction into an area of, wild animals or wild
plants (including any breeding or artificial propagation necessary for those purposes)
Anything done in the interest of protecting wild flora or fauna or conserving natural habitats

Please use this application form if you wish to undertake works/activities that would affect 
European protected species in the offshore area (beyond 12 nautical miles). Before

completing this form, please read these notes carefully

Applicants are advised to read these notes in conjunction with ‘The Protection of Marine European
Protected Species from Injury and Disturbance’ (available from JNCC). If further clarification is needed
please contact Marine Licensing Operations Team (M -LOT) on 0300 244 5046 or email: 



Please provide details of the individual, company or partnership you wish to be named on the licence. The
licensee is responsible for ensuring compliance with the licence and its conditions. Failure to carry out the work
which you propose in accordance with the terms of the licence is an offence under The Conservation of
Offshore Marine Habitats and Species Regulations 2017.

Please provide details of any previous relevant licences.



Please provide details of the species that will be affected by the work

information can be described in detail in your 
supporting information. You will need to provide detailed proposals (to be included in the ‘ upporting
information’) of all the mitigation work that you plan to carry out which will affect European protected species.

Describe the location of the proposed works. Include a list of the latitude and longitude co-ordinates (WGS84) 
of the boundary points of the proposed project. WGS84 is the World Geodetic System 1984 and the reference 
co-ordinate system used for marine licence applications. Co-ordinates taken from GPS equipment should be
set to WGS84. Coordinates taken from recent admiralty charts will be on a WGS84 compatible datum. 
Ordnance survey maps do not use WGS84. In a few cases, (e.g. laying of long pipelines) it may only be 
practicable to supply co-ordinates for the start and end points.

sitions read from charts the format should be as in the example: 55°55.555’N
002°22.222’W (WGS84). The decimal point specifies that decimals of minutes are used and the datum 
is stated explicitly. If seconds are used then the format should be as in the example: 55°55’44’’N
2°22’11’’W (WGS84).

Please provide your consideration of why there is no satisfactory alternative. This must include all other 
options that have been evaluated, the alternative sites that were considered by you and why they were 
rejected (if no other sites were considered, you must provide the reasons why), or alternative methods of 
carrying out the work. You must also consider the option of not undertaking the work – the ‘do-nothing’ 
alternative.  

In relation to each alternative considered, please provide an explanation of why you consider it to be 
satisfactory or unsatisfactory. In respect of any alternative sites please provide the location(s) and details of
the alternative site(s), or your views on how the activity/proposal might have been achieved differently, and 
any other helpful information; e.g., pros and cons of alternative sites, or whether there is likely to be demand 
for all suitable sites to be used to meet an identified need. Please explain how this conclusion was reached. 



This section briefly describes the Scottish Ministers’ responsibilities in relation to Data Protection based on the 
requirements data protection laws and the Environmental Information (Scotland) Regulations 2004 and
the Freedom of Information (Scotland) Act 2002. 

It is important to read the eclaration and arning sections before signing the application form. 

Site visits and compliance checks

It is possible that the licensing authority may undertake a site visit prior to the issue of a licence. The majority 
of site visits will be arranged several days in advance and will be conducted in the presence of the licensee 
(or applicant) however there may be occasions when a site visit will be made at short notice. 

Licensees should be aware that they may receive a request for a site visit by the licensing authority, or a 
person authorised by the licensing authority, to assess site conditions against the conditions of the licence. It 
is essential that if any of the agreed mitigation measures contained in the ethod tatement are changed for
any reason, the licensing authority is informed as soon as possible.

The icensing authority will monitor compliance with licences issued based on the information included in
licence returns.



Where to seek further information 

Further information can be obtained from Licensing Operations Team at the address below. 

Tel: 0300 244 5046
Email:

While every effort has been made to ensure the information contained in this document is accurate, nothing 
in this document should be taken to replace the current legislation in force at this time. You are advised to 
obtain qualified legal advice in relation to your rights and responsibilities under the 2017 Regulations and 
other legislation. 



[Re
dact
ed]

[Redact
ed]

[Redact
ed]

[Redacted]

[Redacted]



Part B. The pplication

Species

Location of proposed licensed action

L L



Consideration of designated sites



5 Activities to be icenced

Proposed ethods

Activity to be licensed (please tick) Time period



Satisfactory alternatives

Other icences / onsents

Type of icence / onsent (e.g.
arine icence)

Date pplied for Reference no. Date of issue of 
licence / consent



9. Noise onitoring

Please indicate if any of the following noise generating activities will be taking place during the operations:

Use of explosives  Piling  Use of Acoustic Deterrent Devices 
Survey equipment operating in the range 10 Hz – 10kHz 

If you have ticked any of the above boxes please complete a roposed ctivity form  the Marine Noise
Registry



1 . Privacy notice

The Scottish Government’s Marine  Licensing Operations Team (M -LOT) has a range of statutory 
responsibilities including determining applications for licences to disturb or injure marine European protected
species (EPS) under the Conservation (Natural Habitats, &c.) Regulations 1994 and The Conservation of Offshore 
Marine Habitats and Species Regulations 2017 and Basking shark licences under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 
1981.

MS-LOT will, where necessary, process personal information including: names, addresses, email addresses and
telephone numbers to determine a licence application. Personal information will be stored securely in the Scottish
Government’s official corporate record.

A full privacy notice can be found . If you are unable to access this, or you 
have any queries or concerns about how your personal information will be handled, contact MS-LOT at: Marine 
Scotland - Licensing Operations Team, Marine Laboratory, 375 Victoria Road, Aberdeen, AB11 9DB. Email
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